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SUPREME  COURT, 
(Eastern  JUistnct  of  pmnoBloania. 


Samuel  S,  Richie^  Edward  Richie^  John  M, 
Whitall^  George  M,  Elkinton^  John  Lip- 
pincott^  John  L,  Kite,  Abraham  Taylor, 
who  has  intermarried  with  Elizabeth  R, 
Shoemaker,  and  the  said  Elizabeth  R. 
Taylor,  late  Shoemaker,  Plamtiffs  in  Er¬ 
ror, 

vs. 


Certificate 
from  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court, 
sitting  at  Nisi 
Prius. 

July  Term, 
A.  D.  1848. 

No.  87. 


Morgan  Hinchman,  Defendant  in  Error, 


DOCKET  ENTRIES. 


JULY  TERM,  1848. 


Blythe  &  Harris. 
87 

Griscom,  d.  b.  e. 
for  J.D.  Griscom, 

Williams  for  all 
defendants  except 
Mr.  J.D. Griscom. 


Morgan  Hinchman, 
vs. 

Sam’l  S.  Richie,  Edward  Richie, 
John  M.  Whitall,  George  M. 
Elkinton,  John  Lippincott, 
John  D.  Griscom,  Anna  W. 
Hinchman,  Johp  L.  Kite, Eli¬ 
zabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  Benja¬ 
min  H.  Warder,  Philip  Gar¬ 
rett,  Joshua  H.  Worthington, 
Charles  Evans,  William  Bid¬ 
dle,  and  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr. 


Summons  Case. 

Returnable 
first  Monday  of 
September,  1848 
exit.  August  28, 
1848. 

“  Served.” 


November  10,  1848 — Narr  filed,  and  by  endorsement  on  Narr. 

Rule  to  plead  in  eight  days,  or  judgment. 
Sec.  reg. 
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November  16,  1848 — Plea  filed — Defendants,  Samuel  S.  Richie, 
Edward  Richie,  John  M.  Whitall,  George  M.  Elkinton,  John  Lippin- 
cott,  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  John  L.  Kite,  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker, 
Benjamin  H.  Warder,  Philip  Garrett,  Joshua  H.  Worthington,  Charles 
Evans,  William  Biddle,  and  Thomas  Wistarj  Jr.,  plead  not  guilty. 

November  17, 1848 — Plea  filed — -Defendant  John  D.  Griscom,  pleads 
not  guilty. 

March  9,  1849 — At  Nisi  Prius  before  Burnside,  J.,  a  jury  being 
called,  summoned,  chosen  and  empannelled,  come,  to  wit:^ — Samuel 
Gilbert,  Sen.,  Henry  M.  Crawford,  John  C.  Sims,  Noah  S.  Mattson, 
Chauncey  Buck,  John  Rutter,  Sen.,  Henry  Mather,  John  Kane,  John 
McCandless,  Alexander  Nappier,  George  Lawton,  James  V.  Watson, 
who  being  duly  sworn  and  affirmed  according  to  law,  upon  their  oaths 
and  affirmations  respectively  do  say,  they  find  for  the  plaintiff,  against 
Samuel  S.  Richie,  Edward  Richie,  John  M.  Whitall,  George  M.  Elkin¬ 
ton,  John  Lippincott,  John  L.  Kite,  and  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  and 
assess  the  damages  at  Ten  Thousand  Dollars,  (810,000,)  with  six  cents 
costs;  and  that  they  find  for  the  defendants  Anna  W.  Hinchman, 
Philip  Garrett,  Joshua  H.  Worthington,  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  William 
Biddle,  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  and  John  D.  Griscom.  Verdict  rendered 
April  14th,  1849. 

April  18,  1849 — Defendants’  Counsel  move  for  a  new  trial,  and  in 
arrest  of  judgment.  Reasons  filed  for  new  trial,  and  in  arrest  of  judg¬ 
ment.  Eo  die  affidavits  of  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  Philip  Garrett,  and 
Joshua  H.  Worthington  filed.  Eo  die  Mr.  Perkins  moves  for  a  new 
trial  as  to  those  defendants  for  whom' a  verdict  was  found.  Reasons 
filed. 

April  21,  1849 — Motions  for  new  trial  and  in  arrest  of  Judgment 
denied,  and  judgment  entered  on  the  verdict. 

April  21,  1849 — Jury  fee  paid  and  Judgment. 

“  14,  “  Defendants’ exceptions  to  Judge’s  charge  filed. 

“  16,  “  Parts  of  the  charge  to  the  jury  to  which  plaintiff 

takes  exceptions  filed. 

“  21,  “  Affidavit  and  suggestion  of  the  marriage  of  ElizJa- 


beth  R.  Shoemaker  with  Abraham  M.  Taylor, 
since  the  commencement  of  this  suit  filed. 

21,  “  Affidavit  and  recognizance  of  bail  sur  certificate  to 


the  Supreme  Court  in  Banc  filed,  and  case  certified  to  the  Supreme 
Court  in  Banc. 

September  1,  1849 — Assignment  of  errors  filed,  and  defendants’  bill 
of  exceptions. 
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BILL  OF  EXCEPTIONS. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  in  the  Term  of  July,  A.  D.  1848,  came 
Morgan  Hinchman  into  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  impleaded  Samuel  S.  Richie,  Edward  Richie,  John 
M.  Whitall,  George  M.  Elkinton,  John  Lippincott,  John  D.  Griscom, 
Anna  W.  Hinchman,  John  L.  Kite,  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  Benja¬ 
min  H.  Warder,  Philip  Garrett,  Joshua  H.  Worthington,  Charles 
Evans,  William  Biddle,  and  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  in  a  certain  plea  of 
trespass  on  the  case,  &;c.,  in  which  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  de¬ 
clared  as  follows : 


In  the  Supreme  Court  oC  Pennsylranla,  sitting^ 
as  rvisi  Prius,  in  the  City  and  County  or  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  ss. 

Samuel  S.  Richie,  Edward  Richie,  John  M.  Whitall,  George  M. 
Elkinton,  John  Lippincott,  John  D.  Griscom,  Anna  W.  Hinchman, 
John  L.  Kite,  Elizabeth  R,  Shoemaker,  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  Philip 
Garrett,  Joshua  H.  Worthington,  Charles  Evans,  William  Biddle,  and 
Thomas  Wistar,-  Jr.,  late  of  the  county  aforesaid,  were  attached  to 
answer  Morgan  Hinchman  of  a  plea  of  trespass  on  the  case,  and 
thereupon  the  said  plaintiff,  by  Calvin  Blythe  and  Samuel  H.  Perkins, 
his  attorneys,  complains, 

First  Count, — For  that,  whereas,  the  said  plaintiff  before  and  at  the 
time  of  the  committing  of  the  grievances  hereinafter  mentioned,  was 
of  sound  mind  and  discretion,  and  capable  of  managing  and  conduct¬ 
ing  his  business  in  a  prudent  and  skilful  manner,  and  as  such,  had 
always  behaved  and  conducted  himself  and  managed  his  business,  and 
had  never  been  afflicted  with  the  loss  of  his  reason,  nor  a  lunatic  or 
non  compos  mentis,  or  unable  and  unfit  to  manage  his  affairs  and  govern 
himself ;  by  means  whereof,  and  by  his  industry  and  economy,  he,  the 
said  plaintiff,  before  the  committing  of  the  several  grievances  by  the 
said  defendants  as  hereinafter  mentioned,,  had  deservedly  obtained  and 
acquired  the  good  opinion,  credit,  confidence  and  respect  of  his  neigh¬ 
bours  and  acquaintances  and  other  good  and  worthy  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  had  been  enabled  to  purchase  a  farm  in  Bucks 
county  of  great  value,  to  wit :  of  the  value  of  eight  thousand  dollars, 
and  also  several  houses,  lots  and  ground  rents  in  the  said  county  of 
Philadelphia  of  great  value,  to  wit:  of  the  value  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars;  and  had  also  been  enabled  to  purchase  and  put  upon  his  said 
farm,  stock,  tools  and  utensils,  also  of  great  value,  to  wit :  of  the  value 
of  three  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars,  including  his  furniture. 
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Yet,  the  said  defendants  well  knowing  the  premises,  by  a  conspiracy 
between  them,  there  first  thereof,  had  to  aggrieve  and  impoverish  the 
said  plaintiff,  and  to  get  possession  of  his  said  farm,  houses,  lots,  and 
ground  rents,  furniture,  stock,  tools  and  utensils,  and  to  cause  the  said 
plaintiff  to  be  suspected  and  believed  to  be  a  person  of  unsound  mind 
and  discretion,  and  incapable  of  arranging,  managing  and  conducting 
his  business,  and  of  being  a  lunatic,  and  non  compos  mentis,  and  unable 
and  unfit  to  manage  his  affairs  and  govern  himself,  and  to  cause  the 
said  plaintiff  to  be  arrested  away  from  his  home  and  confined  in  a 
lunatic  Asylum,  and  unlawfully,  falsely,  wickedly  and  maliciously, 
conspiring,  combining  and  confederating  together  and  contriving  and 
intending  to  injure,  aggrieve,  and  oppress  the  said  plaintiff,  and  to  get 
possession  of  his  said  farm,  houses,  lots,  and  ground  rents,  stock,  tools, 
furniture  and  utensils,  and  to  cause  him,  the  said  plaintiff,  to  be  sus¬ 
pected  and  believed  to  be  a  person  of  unsound  mind  and  discretion,  and 
incapable  of  managing  and  conducting  his  business,  and  of  being  a 
lunatic,  and  non  compos  mentis,  and  unable  and  unfit  to  manage  his 
affairs  and  govern  himself,  and  to  cause  him  to  be  arrested  away  from 
his  home  and  confined  in  a  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  unlawfully,  falsely, 
wickedly  and  maliciously,  to  cause  and  procure  him,  the  said  plaintiff, 
to  be  decreed,  declared  and  adjudged  a  lunatic,  and  to  have  been  such 
lunatic  for  eighteen  months  next  before  the  time  of  committing  the 
grievances  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to  impoverish  and  wholly  ruin 
him,  the  said  plaintiff ;  heretofore,  to  wit :  on  the  Sixth  day  of  January, 
Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  one  of  the 
said  defendants,  to  wit:  the  said  Kite,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  con¬ 
spiracy,  signed  a  false  certificate,  purporting  that  he,  the  said  plaintiff, 
was  insane,  and  on  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  when  the  said 
plaintiff  had  come  as  usual  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  to  bring  the 
produce  of  his  farm  to  market,  and  having  disposed  of  the  same,  and 
being  about  to  return  to  his  home,  another  of  the  said  defendants,  to 
wit ;  Samuel  S.  Richie,  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  conspiracy,  got  a 
certain  Jesse  White  to  make  an  appointment  with  the  said  plaintiff  to  wait 
for  him  the  next  morning  at  the  Hotel  where  the  said  plaintiff  staid,  under 
pretence  of  purchasing  one  of  the  said  plaintiff’s  houses,  and  the  said 
John  M.  Whitall,  George  M.  Elkinton,  Edward  Ritchie,  John  Lippin- 
cott,  John  D.  Griscom,  and  the  said  Samuel  S.  Richie,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  to  wit :  On  the  Seventh  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
conspiracy,  assembled  at  the  said  Hotel,  where  the  said  plaintiff  put  up, 
and  when  he  came  in  from  ordering  his  horses  and  wagon  to  be  har¬ 
nessed,  preparatory  to  returning  to  his  family  with  the  proceeds  of  his 
produce  and  rents  that  he  had  collected,  two  of  the  said  defendants,  to 
wit :  the  said  John  M.  Whitall,  and  the  said  George  M.  Elkinton,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  said  conspiracy,  falsely  pretended  that  they  wanted  some 
private  conversation  with  the  said  plaintiff,  and  under  that  false  pre- 
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tence,  the  said  Whitall  and  Elkinton,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  con¬ 
spiracy,  accompained  the  said  plaintiff  to  his  chamber,  and  the  said 
Lippincott,  Griscom  and  Edward  Richie,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
conspiracy,  came  into  the  said  chamber  immediately  afterwards,  and 
the  said  Whitall,  Elkinton,  Lippincott,  Griscom  and  Edward  Richie, 
having  in  pursuance  of  the  said  conspiracy,  got  the  said  plaintiff  into 
his  said  chamber  alone  with  themselves,  told  him  that  they  were  going 
to  take  him,  the  said  plaintiff,  to  a  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  if  he  did  not 
go  peaceably  they  would  take  him  forcibly,  that  they  had  come  pre¬ 
pared,  and  that  there  were  five  or  six  of  them ;  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  conspiracy,  compelled  the  plaintiff  to  go  with  them  down  stairs 
to  the  door  of  the  said  Hotel,  where  the  said  Saniuel  S.  Richie,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  said  conspiracy,  had,  in  the  meantime,  brought  out  the 
said  plaintiff’s  horses  and  wagon,  into  which  they  forced  the  said  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  carried  him  off  to  a  Lunatic  Asylum  near  Frankford,  and  the 
said  Garrett  and  Worthington,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  conspiracy, 
received  the  said  plaintiff  at  the  said  Asylum,  and  together  with  the 
said  Warder,  Kite,  Evans,  Shoemaker,  Biddle,  Anna  W.  Hinchman 
and  Wistar,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  conspiracy,  illegally  and  unjustly 
detained  the  said  plaintiff  in  the  said  Asylum  for  a  long  space  of  time, 
to  wit :  for  the  space  of  six  months  ;  and  afterwards,  to  wit :  on  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the  said  Samuel  S.  Richie,  Edward 
Richie,  and  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  con¬ 
spiracy,  took  his,  the  said  plaintiff’s  horses  and  wagon,  and  went  up  to 
his  dwelling  and  farm  in  Bucks  county,  and  took  possession  of  the 
said  plaintiff’s  books  and  papers,  examined  them  and  took  them  away, 
and  took  possession  of  his  said  farm,  and  carried  off  and  disposed  of 
all  his,  the  said  plaintiff’s  stock,  farming  utensils,  grain,  crops,  and  fur¬ 
niture,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  said  Wistar,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  conspiracy,  converted  much  of  it  to  his  and  their  use,  and  the 
said  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  and  the  said  Biddle,  Griscom,  Elkinton, 
Shoemaker,  and  Samuel  S.  Richie,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  conspiracy, 
persuaded  and  procured  Eliza  W.  Hinchman,  the  mother  of  the  said 
plaintiff,  to  sign  a  petition  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Bucks 
county,  to  have  a  commission  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  de  lunatico  in- 
quirendo  issued,  to  inquire  if  the  said  plaintiff  was  non-compos,  to  be 
executed  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  And  the  said  defendants,  in 
pursuance  of  their  said  conspiracy,  did  afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the 
fourth  day  of  February,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  falsely,  maliciously,  and  without  probable  cause,  cause 
and  procure  to  be  sued  and  prosecuted  out  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  for  the  County  of  Bucks,  a  certain  commission  in  the  nature  of 
a  writ  de  lunatico  inquirendo,  on  the  petition  of  the  said  Eliza  W. 
Hinchman  against  the  said  plaintiff,  directed  to  one  John  D.  Michener; 
and  having  in  manner  aforesaid  obtained  the  said  commission,  they, 
the  said  defendants,  in  pursuance  of  their  said  conspiracy,  afterwards, 
to  wit:  on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
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hundred  and  forty-seven,  at  the  said  county  of  Philadelphia,  proceeded 
to  execute  the  same,  by  taking  an  Inquisition  on  him,  the  said  plaintiff, 
at  the  Friends’  Asylum  near  Frankford,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
where  the  said  defendants,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  conspiracy  had  kept 
the  said  plaintiff  confined,  from  the  said  seventh  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven ;  and  then  and  there 
in  a  wicked,  malicious  and  illegal  manner,  and  without  allowing  him  the 
said  plaintiff  the  advice  or  presence  of  counsel  or  of  any  of  his  friends, 
although  earnestly  solicited  by  him  the  said  plaintiff,  to  allow  him  to 
send  for  some  friends;  and  the  said  defendants  in  pursuance  of  their 
said  conspiracy,  did  then  and  there  falsely,  illegally  and  corruptly, 
procure  the  said  inquest  to  find  him  the  said  plaintiff  a  lunatic,  and 
that  he  had  been  a  lunatic  for  eighteen  months  then  last  past,  and  that 
he  did  not  enjoy  lucid  intervals:  which  said  inquisition,  they  the  said 
defendants  in  pursuance  of  their  said  conspiracy,  wilfully,  maliciously, 
illegally  and  corruptly  withheld  and  made  no  return  thereof  to  the  said 
Court  from  which  it  issued,  till  after  they  the  said  defendants  had  sold 
and  disposed  of  all  his  the  said  plaintiff’s  personal  property,  of  great 
value,  to  wit:  of  the  value  of  three  thousand  dollars;  and  then  after¬ 
wards,  to  wit:  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven  returned  the  said  inquisition 
into  said  court.  And  afterwards,  to  wit :  on  the  seventh  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  at 
the  sittings  of  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Bucks  County,  before 
the  Honorable  David  Krause,  President  Judge  of  the  said  Court,  and 
his  two  associate  Judges,  it  was  considered  and  adjudged  by  the  said 
court  that  the  said  inquisition  and  the  proceedings  in  the  said  case  be 
set  aside ;  and  the  same  were  by  the  said  judgment  and  decree  of  the 
said  court  set  aside,  and  the  said  plaintiff  was  and  is  duly  discharged 
of  and  from  the  premises,  as  by  the  record  and  proceedings  thereof 
remaining  in  the  said  court  appears. 

By  means  of  which  said  several  premises,  he  the  said  plaintiff  hath 
been  and  is  greatly  injured  in  his  credit  and  reputation,  and  brought 
into  public  scandal,  infamy  and  disgrace,  with  and  amongst  his  neigh¬ 
bours  and  friends ;  and  also  the  said  plaintiff  hath  by  means  of  the 
premises  suffered  great  anxiety  and  pain  of  body  and  mind,  and  hath 
been  forced  and  obliged  to  pay,  lay  out,  and  expend  divers  large  sums 
of  money,  in  the  whole  amounting  to  a  large  sum  of  money,  to  wit: 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  in  and  about  the  defending  himself 
in  the  premises  and  the  manifestation  of  his  sanity ;  and  by  means  of 
the  said  several  premises  the  property  of  the  said  plaintiff  to  a  very 
large  amount,  to  wit:  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars,  has  been 
lost  and  destroyed,  carried  away  and  sacrificed,  and  he  himself  hath 
been  greatly  hindered  and  prevented  by  reason  of  the  premises  from 
following  and  transacting  his  lawful  and  necessary  affairs  and  business 
for  a  long  space  of  time,  to  wit :  for  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  and 
also  by  reason  and  means  of  the  space  of  time,  to  wit :  for  the  space 
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of  eighteen  months,  and  also  by  reason  and  means  of  the  said  premises 
he,  the  said  plaintiff,  hath  been  and  is  otherwise  greatly  injured  in  his 
credit  and  circumstances,  to  wit :  at  the  county  aforesaid. 

Second  Count. — And  whereas  also,  the  said  defendants  heretofore, 
to  wit:  on  the  seventh  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  further  conspir¬ 
ing,  combining,  desiring,  contriving  and  intending  to  harrass,  aggrieve, 
oppress  and  impoverish .  the  said  plaintiff,  and  subject  him  to  great 
hardships,  both  in  body  and  mind,  did  afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the  day 
and  year  last  aforesaid,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  unlawfully,  wilful¬ 
ly  and  maliciously,  conspire,  combine,  confederate  and  agree  together 
between  themselves :  that  the  said  defendants,  by  divers  subtle  arts, 
stratagems  and  devices,  should  get,  acquire  and  obtain  into  their  cus¬ 
tody  and  possession,  him,  the  said  plaintiff,  under  color  and  pretence 
that  he  the  said  plaintiff  was  a  person  insane,  out  of  his  mind,  and  de¬ 
prived  of  his  natural  senses,  and  that  they  the  said  defendants,  should 
convey,  or  some  of  them  should  convey,  or  cause  and  procure  him  the 
said  plaintiff,  to  be  conveyed  into  the  custody  of  the  said  Garrett  and 
Worthington,  and  that  the  said  Garrett,  Worthington,  Warder,  Kite, 
Evans,  Shoemaker,  Biddle,  Anna  W.  Hinchman  and  Wistar,  should 
confine,  imprison,  keep  and  secrete,  and  cause  and  procure  him  the  said 
plaintiff  to  be  confined,  imprisoned,  kept  and  secreted  in  the  Friends’ 
Asylum,  near  Frankford,  (the  same  being  a  house  kept  and  set  apart 
for  the  reception  and  management  of  persons  deemed  insane,  lunatic, 
and  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  reasons,)  for  the  purpose  of  imprison¬ 
ing  and  confining  him  the  said  plaintiff  from  his  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances:  and  that  the  said  Samuel  S.  Richie,  Edward  Richie,  Shoemaker 
and  Wistar,  might  thereby  be  enabled  to  possess  themselves,  and  get 
into  their  hands,  custody  and  possession,  all  and  singular  the  goods, 
chattels,  effects  and  estate  of  and  belonging  to  him  the  said  plaintiflf, 
and  by  the  means  aforesaid  deprive  him  the  said  plaintiff  of  the  same ; 
and  the  said  plaintiff  says  that  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  conspiracy, 
combination,  confederacy  and  agreement  between  them  the  said  defend¬ 
ants  so  as  aforesaid  had,  and  for  the  purpose  and  on  the  account  that 
they  might  have  a  reasonable  and  plausible  color  and  pretence  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  said  plaintiff  in  the  said  Asylum,  they,  the  said  Anna  W. 
Hinchman,  and  the  said  Biddle,  Griscom,  Elkinton,  Shoemaker,  Ed¬ 
ward  Richie  and  Samuel  S.  Richie,  falsely,  unlawfully,  wilfully  and 
maliciously  persuaded  and  procured  Eliza  W.  Hinchman,  the  mother 
of  the  said  plaintiff,  to  sign  a  petition  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Bucks  County,  to  have  a  commission  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  de  lunatico 
inquirendo  issued,  to  inquire  if  the  said  plaintiff  was  non  compos  mentis, 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  conspiracy,  combination,  confederacy 
and  agreement,  the  said  defendant  Kite,  being  a  physician,  gave  a  false 
certificate,  stating  that  from  his  own  knowledge  the  said  plaintiff  was 
in  a  state  of  insanity,  and  proper  to  be  received  into  a  house  provided 
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for  the  relief  of  persons  of  that  description,  and  the  said  plaintiff  further 
says  that  the  said  defendants  did  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  seventh  day 
of  January,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
in  pursuance  of  their  said  conspiracy,  combination,  confederacy  and 
agreement,  by  divers  subtle  arts,  stratagems  and  devices,  unlawfully, 
wickedly,  wilfully  and  maliciously  get,  acquire  and  obtain  into  their 
custody  and  possession  him  the  said  plaintiff,  under  the  false  color  and 
pretence  that  he  the  said  plaintiff  was  a  person  insane,  out  of  his  mind, 
and  deprived  of  his  natural  senses,  and  did  unlawfully,  wickedly,  wil¬ 
fully  and  maliciously,  in  pursuance  of  their  said  conspiracy,  combina¬ 
tion,  confederacy  and  agreement,  convey  and  bring,  and  cause  and 
procure  to  be  conveyed  and  brought,  him,  the  said  plaintiff,  into  the 
Friends’  Asylum,  near  Frankford,  in  the  said  county  of  Philadelphia, 
(the  same  being  a  house  kept  and  set  apart  for  the  reception  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  persons  deemed  insane,  lunatic,  and  deprived  of  the  use 
of  their  reason,)  and  did  then  and  there  in  pursuance  of  their  said  con¬ 
spiracy,  combination,  confederacy  and  agreement,  unlawfully,  wrong¬ 
fully,  unjustly  and  injuriously,  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  plaintiff, 
confine  and  imprison  him  the  said  plaintiff,  and  cause  and  procure  him 
to  be  confined  and  imprisoned  without  any  reasonable  or  justifiable 
cause  whatever,  in  the  said  Friends’  Asylum  near  Frankford,  for  a 
long  space  of  time,  to  wit :  for  the  space  of  six  months  then  next  fol¬ 
lowing;  and  the  said  plaintiff  further  says  that  the  said  defendants  hav¬ 
ing  in  manner  aforesaid  confined  and  imprisoned  the  said  plaintiff  in  the 
said  Asylum,  four  of  the  said  defendants,  to  wit,  Samuel  S.  Richie,  Ed¬ 
ward  Richie,  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker  and  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  said  conspiracy,  combination,  confederacy  and  agreement, 
took  possession  of  his  the  said  plaintiff’s  books  and  papers,  title  deeds, 
moneys  and  effects,  stock,  farming  utensils,  grain  crops,  furniture,  farm 
and  property,  and  deprived  him  of  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  same; 
and  converted  and  disposed  of  the  same  to  their  own  use,  and  greatly 
wasted,  mismanaged,  sold  and  destroyed  the  same :  By  means  of  which 
several  premises  he,  the  said  plaintiff,  did  then  and  there  suffer  and  under¬ 
go  many  and  great  cruel  hardships  and  distress,  both  in  body  and  mind, 
and  was  subjected  to  great  damage,  discomfort,  terror  and  affrightment, 
and  was  thereby  during  a  long  space  of  time,  to  wit:  for  the  space  of 
six  months,  deprived  of  his  natural  liberty,  which  he  ought  to  have  had 
and  enjoyed,  and  hath  been  and  is  greatly  injured  in  his  credit  and  re¬ 
putation,  and  hath  been  forced  and  obliged  to  pay,  lay  out  and  expend 
divers  large  sums  of  money,  in  the  whole  amounting  to  a  large  sum  of 
money,  to  wit:  to  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  in  and  about  the 
defending  himself  in  the  premises,  and  by  means  of  the  said  several 
premises  the  property  of  the  said  plaintiff,  to  a  very  large  amount,  to  ‘ 
wit:  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars,  has  been  lost  and  destroy¬ 
ed,  carried  away  and  sacrificed,  and  he  himself  hath  been  greatly  hin¬ 
dered  and  prevented  by  reason  of  the  premises,  from  the  following  and 
transacting  his  lawful  and  necessary  affairs  and  business  for  a  long 
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space  of  time,  to  wit;  for  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  and  also  by 
reason  and  means  of  the  said  premises  he  the  said  plaintiff  hath  been 
and  is  otherwise  greatly  injured  in  his  credit  and  circumstances,  to 
wit:  at  the  county  aforesaid. 

Third  Count, — And  whereas  also,  the  said  defendants  heretofore, 
to  wit ;  On  the  first  day  of  July,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-six,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  for  the  more  conspiring, 
combining,  devising,  contriving,  and  intending  to  get  possession  of  his 
the  said  plaintiff’s  property,  and  to  deprive  him  of  the  management  and 
control  of  the  same,  and  to  compel  him  to  settle  the  same  on  his  wife 
and  children ;  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  said  defendants  fur¬ 
ther  conspiring,  combining,  devising,  contriving,  and  intending  to  har- 
rass,  aggrieve,  oppress,  and  impoverish  the  said  plaintiff,  and  subject 
him  to  great  hardships  both  in  body  and  mind,  did  afterwards,  to  wit ; 
on  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  unlawfully, 
wilfully  and  maliciously  conspire,  combine,  confederate  and  agree  to¬ 
gether  between  themselves  to  get  possession  of  his,  the  said  plaintiff’s 
property,  and  to  deprive  him  of  the  management  and  control  of  the 
same,  and  to  compel  him  to  settle  the  same  on  his  wife  and  children, 
and  to  harrass,  aggrieve,  oppress  and  impoverish  the  said  plaintiff,  and 
subject  him  to  great  hardships,  both  in  body  and  mind,  till  he  should 
consent  and  agree  to  give  up  the  management  and  control  of  his  pro¬ 
perty,  and  settle  the  same  on  his  wife  and  children,  and  let  it  be  and 
remain  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  or  trustees,  and  to  cause  the  said 
plaintiff  to  be  suspected  and  believed  to  be  a  person  of  unsound  mind 
and  discretion,  and  incapable  of  managing,  conducting  and  arranging 
his  business,  and  that  he  was  squandering  and  wasting  his  property, 
and  of  being  a  lunatic  and  non  compos  mentis,  and  unable  and  unfit 
to  manage  his  affairs  and  govern  himself,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  believed 
that  he  the  said  plaintiff  was  a  person  insane,  out  of  his  mind,  and  de¬ 
prived  of  his  natural  senses ;  and  the  said  plaintiff  says,  that  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  the  said  conspiracy,  combination,  confederation  and  agreement 
between  them  so  as  aforesaid  had,  six  of  the  said  defendants,  to  wit ; 
the  said  Samuel  S.  Richie,  Edward  Richie,  John  D.  Griscom,  Anna 
W.  Hinchman  and  William  Biddle,  did  afterwards,  to  wit :  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  August,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
six,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  falsely,  wilfully,  and  maliciously  represent 
and  state  to  Eliza  W.  Hinchman,  the  mother  of  the  said  plaintiff,  that 
he  the  said  plaintiff  was  incapable  of  managing  his  business,  and  was 
getting  his  affairs  into  difficulty,  and  was  squandering  his  estate,  and 
ill-treating  his  wife,  and  that  he  the  said  plaintiff  had  better  be  taken 
to  the  Asylum,  (meaning  the  Friends’,  near  Frankford,  the  same  being 
a  house  kept  and  set  apart  for  the  reception  and  management  of  per¬ 
sons  deemed  insane,  lunatic,  and  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  reason,) 
and  the  said  Samuel  S.  Richie,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  conspiracy  did 
afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  at  the  county 
aforesaid,  falsely,  maliciously  and  wilfully  represent  and  state  to  one 
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of  the  neighbours  of  the  said  plaintiff,  that  he  the  said  plaintiff  did  not 
understand  farming  and  would  get  behind  hand,  and  that  his  manner 
of  conducting  his  affairs  would  not  answer ;  and  the  said  Samuel  S, 
Richie,  John  M.  Whitall,  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  John  D.  Griscom, 
George  M.  Elkinton  and  John  L.  Kite,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  con¬ 
spiracy  did  afterwards,  to  wit ;  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  wilfully, 
maliciously  and  falsely  state  and  declare,  to  divers  good  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth,  that  he,  the  said  plaintiff,  gave  away  his  property  on 
the  road  to  market,  that  he  ill-treated  and  abused  his  wife,  and  that  he 
was  in  embarrassed  and  failing  circumstances,  and  likely  to  be  sold  out 
by  the  Sheriff;  and  the  said  William  Biddle  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
conspiracy  did,  heretofore,  to  wit :  on  the  first  day  of  November,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  at  the  county  afore¬ 
said,  wilfully,  maliciously  and  falsely  represent  and  state  to  the  mother 
of  the  said  plaintiff,  that  the  property  of  him  the  said  plaintiff  had 
better  be  taken  out  of  his  control,  and  that  if  she  would  decoy  the  said 
plaintiff  to  the  village  of  Frankford,  he,  the  said  Biddle,  would  be  out 
there  and  assist  in  getting  the  said  plaintiff  into  the  custody  of  the  said 
defendant  Philip  Garrett,  the  father-in-law  of  the  said  Biddle. 

And  in  further  pursuance  of  the  said  conspiracy,  combination  and 
agreement,  the  said  defendant  did  afterwards,  to  wit ;  on  the  seventh 
day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  by  divers  subtle  arts,  stratagems  and  devices,  unlawfully,  wick¬ 
edly,  wilfully  and  maliciously  get,  acquire  and  obtain  into  their  custody 
and  possession,  him  the  said  plaintiff,  under  the  false  color  and  pretence 
that  he  the  said  plaintiff  was  a  person  insane,  out  of  his  mind,  and  de¬ 
prived  of  his  natural  senses,  and  did  unlawfully,  wickedly,  wilfully 
and  maliciously,  in  pursuance  of  their  said  conspiracy,  combination, 
confederacy  and  agreement,  convey  and  bring,  and  cause,  and  procure 
to  be  conveyed  and  brought,  him,  the  said  plaintiff,  into  the  Friends^ 
Asylum,  near  Frankford,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  (the  same 
being  a  house  kept  and  set  apart  for  the  reception  and  management  of 
persons  deemed  insane,  lunatic,  and  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  rea¬ 
son,)  and  did  then  and  there,  in  pursuance  of  their  said  conspiracy, 
combination,  confederacy  and  agreements,  unlawfully,  wrongfully,  un¬ 
justly  and  injuriously,  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  plaintiff,  confine 
and  imprison  him,  the  said  plaintiff,  and  cause  and  procure  him  to  be 
confined  and  imprisoned  without  any  legal  or  justifiable  cause  what¬ 
ever,  in  the  said  Friends’  Asylum,  near  Frankford,  for  a  long  space  of 
time,  to  wit,  for  the  space  of  six  months  then  next  following : — 

By  means  of  which  said  several  premises,  the  said  plaintiff  did  then 
and  there  suffer  and  undergo  many  and  great  cruel  hardships  and 
distress,  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  was  subjected  to  great  damage, 
discomfort,  terror  and  affrightment,  and  was  thereby,  during  a  long 
space  of  time,  to  wit,  for  the  space  of  six  months  deprived  of  his  na¬ 
tural  liberty,  which  he  ought  to  have  had  and  enjoyed,  and  hath  been 


11 


and  is  greatly  injured  in  his  good  name,  credit  and  reputation,  and  his 
family  broken  up  and  scattered,  and  he  for  a  long  space  of  time,  to 
wit,  for  the  space  of  twenty-two  months  deprived  of  the  comfort  and 
society  of  his  wife  and  children,  and  by  means  of  the  said  several  pre¬ 
mises,  the  property  of  him  the  said  plaintiff  has  been  lost  and  des¬ 
troyed,  carried  away  and  sacrificed,  to  a  very  large  amount,  to  wit,  to 
the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  he  himself  hath  been,  and  is 
greatly  hindered  and  prevented  by  reason  of  the  premises  from  follow¬ 
ing  and  transacting  his  lawful  and  necessary  affairs  and  business  for  a 
long  space  of  time,  to  wit,  for  the  space  of  twenty-two  months,  and 
hath  b^n  forced  and  obliged  to  pay,  lay  out  and  expend,  divers  large 
sums  of  money,  in  the  whole  amounting  to  a  large  sum  of  money,  to 
wit,  to  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  in  and  about  the  defending  of 
himself  in  the  premises,  and  endeavoring  to  find  and  recover  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  property,  and  in  and  about  other  the  premises,  and  hath 
been  and  is  by  means  of  the  said  several  premises,  otherwise  greatly 
injured  and  damnified,  to  wit,  at  the  county  aforesaid. 

Fourth  Count. — And  whereas  also,  the  said  plaintiff  heretofore,  to 
wit:  on  the  seventh  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  having  been  seized  away  from  his  home  and 
his  friends,  and  while  attending  in  a  quiet,  peaceable  and  orderly  man¬ 
ner  to  his  lawful  business,  by  eight  of  the  said  defendants,  to  wit: 
Samuel  S.  Richie,  Edward  Richie,  John  Lippincott,  John  M.  VVhitall, 
George  M.  Elkinton,  John  D.  Griscom,  John  L.  Kite  and  Benjamin  H, 
Warder,  and  forcibly  and  against  his  will  taken  to  and  confined  in  a 
place  known  by  the  name  of  the  Friends’  Asylum,  near  Frankford,  in 
the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  as  an  Asylum  for  the  relief  of  persons 
deprived  of  the  use  of  their  reason,  (the  same  being  a  house  kept  and 
set  apart  for  the  reception  and  management  of  persons  deemed  insane, 
lunatic,  and  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  reason,)  the  said  Samuel  S. 
Richie,  Edward  Richie,  John  M.  VVhitall,  George  M.  Elkinton,  John 
Lippincott,  John  D.  Griscom,  Anna  VV.  Hinchman,  John  L.  Kite,  Eli¬ 
zabeth  R,  Shoemaker,  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  Philip  Garrett,  Joshua 
H.  Worthington,  Charles  Evans,  VVilliam  Biddle  and  Thomas  Wistar, 
Junior,  conspiring,  combining,  devising,  contriving  and  intending  to 
deprive  him  the  plaintiff  of  the  management  and  control  of  his  property, 
and  compel  him  to  settle  the  same  on  his  wife  and  children,  or  other¬ 
wise  give  up  the  management  and  control  of  the  same,  and  further 
conspiring,  combining,  devising,  contriving,  and  to  harrass,  aggrieve, 
oppress  and  impoverish  the  said  plaintiff,  and  subject  him  to  great 
hardships  both  in  body  and  mind,  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  him  of 
the  management  and  control  of  his  property,  and  to  compel  him  to 
settle  the  same  on  his  wife  and  children,  or  otherwise  give  up  the 
management  and  control  of  the  same,  did  afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  unlawfully,  wilfully,  and 
maliciously  conspire,  combine,  confederate  and  agree  together  between 
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themselves,  forcibly  and  against  his  will,  to  keep,  detain,  confine  and 
imprison  him,  the  said  plaintiff  in  the  said  Asylum,  and  to  cause  and 
procure  him  to  be  so  as  aforesaid  kept,  detained,  confined  and  impri¬ 
soned,  until  he  should  consent  and  agree  to  give  up  the  management 
and  control  of  his  property,  and  settle  the  same  on  his  wife  and  child¬ 
ren,  or  put  it  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  or  trustees.  And  the  said  plain¬ 
tiff  in  fact  says,  that  the  said  defendants,  in  pursuance  of  their  said  con¬ 
spiracy,  combination,  confederation  and  agreement  between  them  so 
as  aforesaid  had,  did  unlawfully,  forcibly,  and  against  the  will  of  him 
the  said  plaintiff,  keep,  detain,  confine  and  imprison  him  the  said  plain¬ 
tiff  in  the  said  Asylum,  and  caused  and  procured  him  the  said  plaintiff 
to  be  so  as  aforesaid  kept,  detained,  confined  and  imprisoned  in  the  said 
Asylum,  for  a  long  space  of  time,  to  wit:  for  the  space  of  six  months 
then  next  following. 

By  means  of  which  said  several  premises  the  said  plaintiff  did  then 
and  there  suffer  and  undergo  many  and  great  cruel  hardships  and  dis¬ 
tresses,  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  was  kept  from  his  children,  family 
and  friends,  and  was  prevented  from  visiting  or  seeing  his  child  in  its 
last  sickness,  and  kept  from  attending  its  funeral,  and  was  subjected 
to  great  damage,  discomfort  and  terror,  and  affrightment,  and  was  as¬ 
saulted,  struck  and  bruised  by  one  of  the  inmates  of  the  said  Asylum, 
and  was  during  a  long  space  of  time,  to  wit:  for  the  space  of  six 
months,  deprived  of  his  natural  liberty,  which  he  ought  to  have  had 
and  enjoyed,  and  has  been  and  is  greatly  injured  in  his  good  name, 
credit,  fame  and  reputation,  and  his  family  broken  up  and  separated 
from  him,  and  he  himself  for  a  long  space  of  time,  to  wit:  from  the 
said  seventh  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  hitherto  wholly  deprived  of  the  comfort  and  society 
of  his  wife  and  children ;  and  by  means  of  the  said  several  premises 
his  property  has  been  lost  and  destroyed,  wasted,  sold,  carried  away 
and  sacrificed  to  a  very  large  amount,  to  wit:  to  the  amount  of  five 
thousand  dollars — and  he  himself  hath  been  and  is  greatly  hindered 
and  prevented,  by  reason  of  the  premises,  from  following  and  transact¬ 
ing  his  lawful  and  necessary  affairs  and  business  for  a  long  space  of 
time,  to  witr  from  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid  to  this  present  time, 
and  hath  been  forced  and  obliged  to  pay,  lay  out,  and  expend  divers 
large  sums  of  money,  in  the  whole  amounting  to  a  large  sum  of  money, 
to  wit :  to  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  in  and  about  the  defending 
himself  in  the  premises,^and  in  endeavoring  to  find  and  secure,  and 
recover  possession  of  his  property,  and  in  and  about  other  the  premises, 
and  hath  been  and  is  by  means  of  the  said  several  premises,  otherwise 
greatly  injured  and  damnified,  to  wit :  at  the  county  aforesaid. 

Wherefore  the  said  plaintiff  saith  that  he  is  injured,  and  hath  sustain¬ 
ed  damage  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  therefore  he 
brings  his  suit,  &c. 


(Signed) 


CALVIN  BLYTHE. 
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And  the  said  defendants,  S.  S.  Richie,  E.  Richie,  John  M.  Whitall, 

G.  M.  Elkinton,  J.  Lippincott,  A.  W.  Hinchman,  John  L.  Kite,  Eliza¬ 
beth  R.  Shoemaker,  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  P.  Garrett,  J.  H.  Worthing¬ 
ton,  C.  Evans,  W.  Biddle  and  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  by  their  attorneys, 

H.  J.  Williams,  and  J.  W.  Biddle,  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  the  said 
defendant,  John  D.  Griscom,  by  his  attorney  George  Griscom,  pleaded 
not  guilty,  and  thereupon  issue  was  joined  between  them. 

And  afterwards,  to  wit:  at  a  Session  of  the  Court  of  Nisi  Prius,  held 
at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  before  the  Honorable  Thomas  Burnside,  one 
of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  on  Friday,  the  ninth 
day  of  March,  A,  D.  1849,  the  aforesaid  issue  between  said  parties 
came  to  be  tried  by  a  Jury  of  the  said  City  and  County,  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  empanelled,  at  which  day  came  as  well  the  said  plaintiff  as  the 
said  defendants,  by  their  respective  attorneys,  and  the  Jurors  of  the 
Jury  aforesaid  being  also  called,  came,  and  were  then  and  there  in  due 
manner  chosen,  and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  try  the  said  issue:  and  upon 
the  trial  the  counsel  of  the  said  plaintiff  called  the  following  witnesses, 
who  testified  as  follows : 

Jesse  White  called— ^affirmed, 

1  am  in  no  business — No.  11  Market  street.  I  knew  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  in  January,  1847,  for  eight  or  ten  years.  I  saw  him  frequently-— 
clerk  in  the  Penn  Township  Bank.  1  have  met  him  frequently — 
conversed  with  him.  I  can’t  say  day  <jf  month.  In  1846  or  1847, 
had  a  conversation  with  Samuel  Richie  and  George  Dilks.  They 
called  at  my  house.  Dilks  is  a  relation— married  Richie’s  sister. 
They  asked  me  if  I  knew  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  said  yes.  They 
then  asked  me  if  he  had  not  been  trying  to  sell  me  a  house.  I  said  he 
had.  House  in  Marshall  above  Buttonwood.  He  had  wanted  me  to 
buy  it  a  year  or  two  before  this.  They  then  said  he  was  crazy,— his 
wife  was  in  distress.  They  asked  me  to  go  round  to  Robert  Richie, 
father  of  Samuel  Richie, — that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  there  and  they 
were  afraid  he  would  start  out  home  some  time  in  the  night.  That 
they  wanted  to  take  him  to  Asylum.  I  can’t  recollect  the  words  ex¬ 
actly.  They  wanted  me  to  talk  to  him  about  this  house,  which  he  had 
been  trying  to  sell  to  me.  I  went  with  them.  When  we  got  to  Ro¬ 
bert  Richie’s  store,  it  was  closed.  They  asked  me  to  go  to  the  tavern 
Second  below  Noble,  supposed  he  was  there.  We  went  down  and  I  did 
not  see  him.  Room  filled  with  smoke  and  farmers.  I  told  Richie  or  Dilks 
he  was  not  there.  I  believe  Samuel  Richie  went  in,  and  told  me  he 
was  there.  He  was  lying  down  or  leaning  on  a  Buffalo  skin,  I  went 
in,  sal  down  by  him,  gave  him  a  push,  and  he  raised  up  and  shook 
hands  with  me.  A  few  words  passed.  I  asked  if  he  had  sold  his 
house.  He  said  not.  He  said  if  I  wanted  to  buy  it.  1  don’t  recollect 
any  thing  more.  I  asked  him  when  he  was  going  home.  He  said  he 
wanted  to  go  out  early  in  the  morning.  Had  some  business  with  his 
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collector.  Wanted  to  see  him.  He  said  he  would  stop  at  my  house, 
either  going  or  returning.  I  told  him  I  did  not  want  him  to  stop  at  my 
house — and  I  either  asked  or  he  told  me,  he  would  be  there  at  8  o’clock. 
I  did  not  want  any  fuss  about  my  house  taking  a  man  away — that  was 
the  reason.  I  went  out  and  saw  Edward  Richie,  the  others  had  gone. 
Edward  was  near  where  I  left  Samuel.  I  told  him  he  would  be  at  8 
o’clock  next  morning.  I  did  not  go  next  morning.  When  1  roused 
him  up,  I  noticed  nothing  particular  more  than  rousing  him  up  in  a 
room  full  of  smoke,  &c.,  except  from  what  was  said.  I  never  observed 
any  thing  like  insanity  in  his  conduct  and  deportment.  Nothing  on 
the  night  I  saw  him.  His  conversation  was  rational.  He  talked  as 
he  had  always  talked.  Never  had  any  conversations  on  business  but 
about  the  house,  they  were  business  like. 

Cross -exa7nined, — George  Dilks  resides  up  Sixth  street.  I  have 
known  him  often.  Keeps  lumber  yard,  formerly  carpenter.  Never  in 
Morgan  Hinchman’s  house,  in  city  or  country.  Can’t  tell  when  he 
moved  to  country.  While  he  was  in  bank,  I  saw  him  four  times  a 
week.  Not  a  director.  I  was  not  in  the  habit  of  conversing  with  him 
when  I  went  to  bank.  I  never  held  any  conversation  but  a  few  words, 
while  in  bank.  I  dont  know  when  he  left  the  bank.  1  think  I  saw 
Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  summer  of  1846.  He  stopped  at  Miller’s  in 
Spring  Garden  street.  This  was  the  last  time.  He  was  there  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes  talking.  Real  Estate  office  keeper.  Mr.  Woolston 
was  in  same  office.  They  were  talking  about  the  crops.  I  can’t  re¬ 
collect  when.  I  saw  him  when  his  property  was  advertised  to  be  sold 
by  Wolbert.  There  I  came  in  contact  with  him.  I  can’t  remember 
any  other  conversation.  Don’t  know  any  thing  as  to  his  treatment  of 
his  wife  and  family. 

Jonas  Myers,  affirmed. 

I  keep  bar  at  Red  Lion,  in  Second  street,  since  1846.  I  knew 
Morgan  Hinchman  soon  after  I  went  to  Red  Lion.  He  put  up  at  our 
house — and  others  from  that  neighbourhood.  He  came  to  town  about 
once  in  two  weeks  to  market.  Regular  in  coming.  I  had  frequent 
conversations  with  him.  I  don’t  know  they  were  very  long.  I  was 
attending  bar  when  he  was  taken  away.  I  know  Edward  Richie  by 
sight.  I  don’t  remember  any  except  Richie.  I  think  Edward  Richie 
was  along.  Mr.  Hinchman,  and  two  or  three  others,  came  and  asked 
for  private  rooms  in  the  morning.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Elkinton.  Can’t 
say  if  Mr.  Whitall  was  there.  Don’t  recollect.  I  showed  them  a  room. 
They  went  in  and  turned  the  key,  I  think.  Two  more  came  and  asked 
where  Hinchman  and  his  friends  were.  I  told  them  I  knew.  I  showed 
them  the  room.  Another  came,  and  I  showed  him  the  room.  When 
the  last  went  in  one  of  those  in  came  out.  Can’t  say  which.  He  told 
us  not  to  be  alarmed  if  there  was  a  scuffle.  Can’t  say  who.  Said 
they  considered  him  a  lunatic,  wasting  his  property  and  spending  his 
money.  I  went  down  and  attended  to  my  business.  A  short  time 
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'  after  they  came  down  with  one  hold  of  each  arm.  Cannot  say  which 
of  them  had  him  by  the  arm.  When  he  came  to  the  bar  he  caught 
hold  of  the  counter,  and  drew  himself  up  to  it  with  left  hand.  He 
called  for  Mr.  Shroyer,  one  of  landlords.  I  said  he  was  not  in  the 
room.  They  said  never  mind  Mr.  Shroyer,  he  must  go  any  how.  The 
I  rest  were  all  there,  whether  behind  or  not  I  could  not  tell.  They 
:  pulled  him  from  the  bar  and  took  him  to  front  door.  They  held  on  to 
his  arms  and  pulled  him  on.  Don’t  recollect  how  his  hold  was  released 
from  bar.  I  saw  a  wagon  in  front  of  the  house.  Said  to  be  his  own 
wagon.  I  don’t  know  it.  He  was  in  habit  of  leaving  his  wagon 
^  there.  I  always  considered  Morgan  rational.  Attended  to  business. 
As  to  bargains,  &c.,  always  right,  always  sober.  Never  drank  at  all. 
This  was  done  about  nine  o’clock,  or  ten  o’clock.  I  did  not  see  his 
;  horses.  Did  not  see  E.  Richie,  or  any  of  them.  I  have  registered  S. 
I  S.  Richie  for  horse  feed. 

'  Cross-examined. — I  can’t  tell  length  of  conversations  with  Hinch- 

I  man.  Kept  busy  certain  days — market  days.  He  was  generally 
j  there  on  those  days,  every  two  weeks,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect.  No 
i  business  with  him  but  what  he  transacted  with  us  at  the  house.  Noth- 
I  ing  but  settling  his  account.  I  never  saw  any  bargains  as  to  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  business  and  accounts — only  his  bills.  He  was  right  when 
I  settled  his  bills.  My  business  is  with  Morgan  Hinchman,  principally 
at  the  bar.  Think  I  have  sat  with  him.  Can’t  recollect  any  time. 
Horse  feed  charged  to  Samuel  S.  Richie.  Don’t  know  if  for  Richie’s 
I  own  horse. 

j  Benjamin  Shroijer^  affirmed. 

Resides  341  ^  North  Third  street.  January  ’47,  resided  in  Second 
street,  at  Red  Lion — was  landlord.  I  left  in  April  ’47,  and  had  been 
there  five  years.  Bucks  and  Montgomery  people  put  up  there.  I  had 
known  Morgan  for  four  years  from  this  time.  I  saw  him  nearly  every 
two  weeks.  Occasionally  conversed  with  him  on  various  subjects ;  on 
business  subjects.  I  employed  him  as  an  agent,  at  one  time,  to  buy  a 
property  for  me.  He  undertook  it.  Property  in  Pine  street.  Old 
I  Friends’  meeting  house  ground.  It  was  not  accomplished.  He  was 
taken  away  before  that  by  the  Richies  and  others;  Edward  and  Samuel 
i  Richie.  1  invested  him  with  a  discretion  as  to  price  and  terms  in  that 
!  agency.  I  limited  him  to  816,000.  He  had  full  agency  as  to  that 
I  operation — some  months  before  this,  he  had  been  invested  with  this 
'  agency.  He  was  still  entrusted  with  this  agency  when  taken  away. 

I  My  impression  was  that  he  was  rational^  attentive  to  his  own  business 
I  as  far  as  I  could  see.  Think  I  had  a  little  conversation  the  night  be¬ 
fore  he  was  taken  away.  I  did  not  observe  any  peculiarities  of  deport- 
!  ment  or  of  manner.  I  don’t  know  from  my  own  observation  if  his 
j  wagon  was  there.  He  was  in  habit  of  putting  them  up  there.  His 
I  bill  was  paid.  I  was  about  the  house  when  he  was  taken  away.  Saw 
I  some  persons  come  there  to  see  him,  before  he  was  taken  away — the 
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Richies,  friend  Lippincott,  and  others.  I  don’t  know  the  others.  Can’t 
point  them  out  here.  They  passed  into  the  house  and  inquired  for 
Morgan  Hinchman.  Edward  came  back  after  Morgan  was  taken 
away.  Came  back  twelve  or  one  o’clock  same  day.  Don’t  remember 
his  getting  any  thing  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s.  Think  he  got  a  whip 
and  an  over-coat.  I  think  so,  but  am  not  positive.  Don’t  recollect  a 
receipt  book.  It  was  at  our  house,  but  by  whom  taken  away  I  don’t 
know. 

Cross-examined. — I  had  no  previous  acquaintance  with  Lippincott. 
Saw  him  at  the  bar.  After  breakfast,  he  inquired  of  me  for  Morgan 
Hinchman.  Send  up  stairs.  And  he  passed  up.  I  saw  him  do 
nothing.  He  asked  for  Morgan  Hinchman  and  passed  up.  Dont 
know  any  thing  else.  He  spoke  on  politics.  On  bank  matters.  The 
property  on  Pine  street  was  only  to  be  bought  at  816,000.  Not  often 
in  bar  room  then.  Left  bar  to  bar  keeper.  Conversation.  5,  10 
or  30  minutes.  Did  not  mention  any  thing  about  bank  of  Penn  Town¬ 
ship.  Did  not  know  he  was  to  be  taken  away.  Did  not  say  he  had 
been  strange.  I  had  tried  to  buy  the  property.  I  spoke  to  Morgan 
Hinchman.  He  said  he  was  a  member  and  could  buy  it  cheaper  than 
I  could. 

I  did  not  know  at  any  time  before  that  he  was  to  be  taken  away. 
I  dont  remember  that  I  did  say  so  on  my  oath.  I  did  not  know  the 
business  of  these  gentlemen  at  that  time.  1  dont  remember  saying  I 
heard  persons  talking  about  taking  him  away.  Saw  many  people  on 
that  morning  in  the  house.  I  think  it  was  market  morning. 

Reuben  Burger  stocky  sworn, 

I  was  ostler  at  Red  Lion  in  January,  1847.  I  only  know  one  of 
Ritchies  ordered  Morgan  Hinchman’s  horses  to  be  hitched  up  and 
brought  before  the  door.  He  did  not  say  what  for,  nor  who  wanted 
them.  I  brought  up  horses  as  I  was  ordered.  I  cant  say,  but  I  believe 
that  is  the  man.  One  that  ordered  the  horses  took  the  lines  after  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  was  in  the  wagon,  and  drove  off. 

Preston  Price,  sworn. 

Reside  in  Doylestown,  Bucks  County.  Drover,  five  miles  from 
Hinchman’s  farm.  Close  by  Plumstead  meeting  house.  I  knew  him 
since  1844,  he  bought  stock  of  me  then.  He  has  been  farmer  since 
then  for  two  years.  I  farm  myself.  Things  looked  as  well  as  rest 
of  farms  about.  I  have  dealt  with  him,  sold  him  stock.  He  appeared 
rational  enough  to  make  tight  bargain.  I  have  dealt  with  men  from 
whom  I  could  get  more  than  out  of  him.  I  do  not  know  I  had  any 
reason  to  believe  him  insane.  I  have  seen  him  hauling  lime  at  differ¬ 
ent  times.  I  knew  of  his  being  taken  away  directly  after  he  was  taken 
away.  I  got  a  bag  of  oats  from  him.  I  met  Morgan  Hinchman  a 
mile  above  Doylestown.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  oats.  Said  he 
had.  Asked  him  to  leave  me  a  bag  or  two  at  my  stable,  and  he  said 
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he  would.  He  said  he  would  be  glad  to  lighten  his  load,  as  he  wanted 
to  get  to  town  and  get  back.  I  bought  them.  And  he  took  out  a  little 
book  and  said  he  sat  down  all  he  sold  in  that  to  show  how  he  stood. 
Cant  fix  the  time — but  within  a  week  or  ten  days  of  the  time  he  came 
to  the  city.  I  could  not  see  any  signs  of  insanity  about  him  more  than 
of  any  other  man.  Said,  as  he  was  getting  in  his  waggon,  something 
about  his  clothes.  He  said  farmers  could  not  dress  as  well  as  gentle¬ 
men,  and  could  not  therefore  see  his  friends.  Farmers  could  not  dress 
as  well  as  gentlemen  in  the  city.  Mr.  Samuel  Ritchie  told  me  about 
it  at  my  house.  He  came  in  and  asked  if  Morgan  Hinchman  did  not 
owe  me  something.  I  asked  him  what  if  he  did.  He  then  told  me 
they  had  put  him  in  the  Asylum.  His  friends,  he  said,  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  when  he  went  to  market.  He  said  he  thought  his  mind  was 
deficient,  and  his  friends  thought  it  best  to  put  him  there  and  take  his 
property  out  of  his  hands.  I  asked  if  he  was  willing  to  go :  he  said 
not.  Dont  recollect  asking  when  it  was,  but  he  said  it  was  within  a 
few  days.  Dont  recollect  if  I  had  spoken  of  meeting  him.  He  told 
me  they  went  to  tavern,  and  told  him  they  wanted  to  talk  to  him.  They 
wanted  to  go  away  with  him.  Morgan  said  he  had  not  time,  would 
take  them  into  a  room  and  talk  to  them  there.  Hurried  to  get  home. 
They  took  him  into  room,  and  wanted  him  to  go  to  Asylum  and  get 
himself  fixed  up  right,  and  give  up  his  business.  He  did  not  say  what 
he  said.  He  had  better  leave  his  business,  he  had  too  much  for  his 
mind.  Better  let  his  friends  fix  up  his  business  for  him.  He  said 
Morgan  was  not  willing  to  go,  and  they  took  him  down  stairs  and  put 
him  into  the  waggon.  His  own  waggon.  Said  when  he  got  in,  he 
went  to  jump  out  on  the  other  side,  and  they  caught  him  and  put  him 
in.  Said  there  were  several  of  his  friends,  but  I  cant  recollect  any 
one.  They  took  him  to  the  Asylum.  Cant  say  how  he,  Ritchie, 
came  to  my  house.  I  then  told  him  what  Morgan  owed  me.  I  said 
I  was  not  afraid ;  he  would  pay  me,  he  always  had.  The  debt  was 
about  $80  or  $90.  I  shewed  him  my  book,  it  was  for  stock.  I  saw 
Ritchie  after,  he  did  not  settle  then.  I  saw  him  at  the  farm.  He 
came  and  wanted  to  look  at  the  cattle.  Said  he  would  sell  them  to 
me  and  that  would  pay  the  debt.  It  was  the  same  I  had  sold  him,  and 
one  other.  I  went  up.  The  cattle  were  in  nice  condition  ;  they  were 
fat.  Ritchie  said  a  butcher  was  there,  and  had  made  an  offer  for  them. 
I  cant  say  the  time ;  it  was  before  the  sale  or  advertisement  of  the 
property.  I  told  him  the  price  was  too  high,  but  I  afterwards  took 
them  at  that  price,  and  my  partner  has  the  receipt.  I  was  at  the  sale 
at  Morgan  Hinchman’s  farm.  Samuel  Ritchie  there.  I  bought  a 
horse  and  two  meat  tubs.  I  paid  John  G.  Michener  for  these  articles, 
a  farmer  living  near  Buckingham.  The  Sheriff  was  there.  Mann. 
He  did  not  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  I  think  there  was  a  credit. 
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Cross-examined. — I  had  known  Morgan  Hinchman  from  1844.  I 
saw  him  sometimes  every  week,  and  sometimes  oftener — sometimes 
conversed,  and  sometimes  not.  I  only  visited  his  farm  when  going  by, 
can’t  say  how  often.  Was  in  his  house  once  since  he  came  to  Asylum. 
Was  never  there  before.  I  never  went  on  his  farm  unless  I  had  busi¬ 
ness,  to  tell  him  I  had  stock,  &c.  I  don’t  recollect  any  conversation 
with  him  on  his  farm.  Once  I  spoke  to  him,  and  he  was  on  his  farm 
and  I  in  the  road. 

I  don’t  know  what  brought  on  conversation  about  his  clothes.  He 
said  he  was  in  a  hurry,  and  could  not  dress  up.  I  did  not  think  it 
strange.  Nothing  remarkable  as  to  his  dress  then — not  like  his  dress 
in  town.  I  saw  him  when  he  came  to  buy  that  property — dressed  like 
a  gentleman 

I  mean  when  a  man  is  insane  he  would  be  unfit  to  transact  any 
business  at  all.  I  think  an  insane  man  could  answer  rationally  on 
some  subjects.  I  think  I  could  tell  from  a  man’s  conversation,  if  I 
talked  with  him  long  enough.  I  took  one  to  the  Hospital  the  other 
day,  who  could  talk  sense  with  any  body. 

1  took  John  Seitzer  to  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

Ezra  Smithy  affirmed. 

I  reside  in  Doylestown,  two  miles  off  from  town.  I  knew  Morgan 
Hinchman  about  three  years.  I  have  met  him  in  Pennsylvania  at  hotel, 
on  road  home,  and  in  market,  and  where  he  stopped  on  road.  I  came 
two  or  three  weeks  to  market,  sometimes  oftener.  I  always  took  him 
to  be  as  sane  as  any  man — never  had  any  doubt,  or  suspicion.  We 
frequently  slept  together,  sometimes  in  same  bed.  Eat  at  same  table 
and  washed  at  same  table — washed  at  same  table  the  morning  they 
took  him  away.  I  saw  him  after  breakfast,  he  went  with  me,  and 
was  with  him  considerable :  with  respect  to  some  arrangement  that 
morning,  related  to  money — respect  to  loaning  money.  Sometime  be¬ 
fore  that,  he  spoke  to  me  of  money ;  he  wished  to  borrow  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars,  which  was  owing  on  the  farm — he  wished  to  borrow 
it  of  a  friend  of  mine,  at  five  per  cent.  This  friend  had  said  he  would 
lend  the  money  at  five  per  cent.  I  spoke  to  this  friend  on  his  account. 
I  told  him  what  this  friend  had  said,  and  Morgan  Hinchman  said  if  I 
would  send  this  friend  to  him  he  would  give  such  information  as  he 
would  wish.  He  said  he  would  overtake  me  at  the  feeding  place,  and 
talk  more  there ;  this  was  at  Jenkintown,  where  we  expected  to  meet 
again.  The  arrangement  was,  if  he  did  not  come  when  I  was  ready 
to  pass  on,  I  was  to  go.  He  said  if  he  did  not  overtake  me,  he  would 
come  to  see  me  in  a  few  days.  I  knew  nothing  of  his  being  in  Asy. 
lum.  He  said  he  had  clover  seed  to  sell,  or  some  little  matter  which 
detained  him  a  while.  I  did  not  know  of  it  until  after  three  weeks. 
My  friend  went  over  to  see  him,  and  was  told  he  was  in  a  Mad  House. 
Don’t  recollect  any  conversation.  Never  heard  any  sign  of  irregu- 
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larity  or  insanity  in  the  conversation.  Thought  that  my  friend  must 
be  mistaken. 

Cross-examined.-—!  never  was  at  his  house  while  he  was  living 
there.  I  know  nothing  of  his  treatment  of  his  family.  He  was  at  our 
house  at  one  time,  and  had  one  of  his  children  with  him.  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  of  his  business  except  this  private  relation  I  have 
made.  I  do  not  know  any  member  of  his  family  at  all.  Never  but 
this  once  at  my  house. 

Monday  morning,  March  12,  1849. 

Henry  Fritz. 

Knew  him  since  1844.— After  purchased  farm.  Never  in  his  house. 
Met  him  in  public  places.  Was  at  Red  Lion,  on  6th  and  7th  of  Jan¬ 
uary.  Saw  him  on  7th  morning,  in  the  yard  I  think,  not  certain.  I 
saw  him  6th — saw  him  carrying  piece  of  meat  to  get  it  weighed.  I 
had  conversation  on  6th — I  know.  Don’t  recollect  the  subject,  about 
marketing,  &c.,  &;c.  Nothing  out  of  the  way,  or  peculiar,  or  odd.  I 
always  ^lieved  him  to  be  right,  so  far  as  I  knew.  Never  saw  any 
thing  lunacy  about  him.  Never  been  at  his  house.  He  has  been  at 
mine  with  his  wife  and  two  children.  Never  but  once.  Can’t  say, 
but  I  think  in  1846.  They  were  friendly  while  there.  Not  a  great 
deal.  Not  a  great  while,  a  passing  visit. 

Cross-examined. — Not  a  great  deal  of  acquaintance  with  Hinch- 
man.  Live  a  mile  and  a  half  from  him.  Perhaps  he  was  a  half  an 
hour  at  my  house.  He  had  business,  and  they  were  warming  them¬ 
selves.  He  was  not  with  his  wife  and  children  while  there.  He  only 
helped  them  to  and  from  the  carriage.  It  was  about  candle  light. 
Never  visited  his  house.  Know  nothing  of  his  treatment  of  his  own 
family.  Always  when  I  saw  him,  he  was  always  as  other  men. 

Parker  Skerhck,  sworn. 

Reside  in  Thirteenth  above  Wallace  street.  A  collector,  then  cane 
chair  seat  maker.  I  reside  in  Morgan  Hinchman’s  bouse,  his  tenant — 
been  so  since  August,  1843,  from  July  1st.  I  took  his  house.  He 
has  been  in  habit  of  calling  at  my  house  for  rent,  and  with  marketing. 
I  paid  rent  quarterly.  Called  within  a  week  for  it.  Sometimes  we 
had  conversation  as  to  rent,  sometimes  as  to  various  matters,  a  little 
conversation.  Manner  always  correct.  Nothing  crazy  or  out  of  the 
way,  in  deportment  or  manner.  Settled  accounts.  Wife  purchased 
marketing,  sometimes  I  was  present.  She  get  money,  and  I  paid  him. 
I  saw  him  on  afternoon  of  January,  1847.  Morgan  Hinchman  called 
on  me,  on  6th  January,  to  settle  bill  of  rent.  I  had  small  bill  for  re¬ 
pairs,  and  I  gave  check  for  balance.  Had  more  conversation  than 
usual  that  P.  M.,  on  various  subjects— men,  business,  &c.  This  is 
portion  of  my  check.  Rent  per  quarter  was  $40  00.  Bill  of  painting 
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for  $6  25 f  made  balance.  Conversed  all  of  an  hour.  Nothing  out  of 
the  way  in  his  manner.  I  had  known  him  only  since  June,  1843, 
when  I  took  house.  I  have  never  seen  any  difference  in  his  manner. 
Can’t  say  when  he  left  me  that  P.  M.,  three,  four  or  perhaps  five  P.  M. 
The  check  produced — endorsed  Edward  Richie,  admitted  to  be  in  his 
hand  writing. 

Half  check  read. 
iVo.  Philada, 

Pay  to  •  ■  •  -  M.  H, 

thirty-three 

$33  75  Endorsed 

Edw’d.  Richie. 

Cross-examined^— Y  did  not  get  regular  marketing- — only  occasion¬ 
ally.  Rent  paid  quarterly.  I  might  have  seen  him  once  in  two  weeks, 
not  so  often,  perhaps.  Never  saw  him  with  family.  Never  saw  him 
at  his  house.  Saw  him  at  Penn  Township  Bank,  in  1843.  He  has 
taken  meals  at  my  house — one  I  know.  I  have  no  distinct  recollection 
of  more  than  one.  Carrying  on  business  at  House  of  Refuge — some 
days  two  or  three  hours.  Sometimes  I  hold  conversation  with  crazy 
men — not  repeated.  I  have  rational  expressions  from  those  I  have 
supposed  to  be  deranged — in  following  up  conversations,  generally  dis¬ 
cover  they  were  not.  I  think  myself  capable  of  judging  by  a  man’s 
conversation,  if  he  is  insane. 

Chief, — Never  paid  rent  to  a  crazy  man. 

Abraham  Shadinger,  affirmed. 

I  know  Morgan  Hinchman.  Live  in  Bucks  county,  Plumstead,  mile 
and  a  half  from  him — frequently  met  him.  I  am  drover  and  small 
farmer.  Met  at  store,  blacksmith  shop,,  and  Horse  Company.  Con¬ 
versed  with  on  subjects,  one  was  last  winter ;  I  dealt  with  him  for  lot  of 
cattle  sold  him  in  September,  part  in  cash  and  part  on  credit.  His 
credit  was  good.  Never  heard  it  disputed.  I  did  trust  him.  I  never 
heard  his  credit  doubted,  and  had  no  reason  to  doubt  it  myself.  Farm 
looked  well.  Never  was  there  but  once  or  twice — once  I  went  to  look 
at  his  stock — looked  fine — bargained  well  as  any  body  did — close,  and 
selected  the  best  I  had  of  60  or  70  head.  Saw  nothing  crazy  or  out 
of  the  way  about  him.  I  was  at  the  sale  in  February,  on  his  place — - 
man  was  a  stranger  to  me.  I  have  known  Samuel  Richie  several 
years.  Don’t  think  this  was  him — other  men  helped  him.  John  D. 
Michenor  was  there.  Had  lime  hauled.  They  go  all  times  to  lime — 
go  on  Sabbath  there — go  at  midnight,  and  find  it  full. 

Cross-examined. — I  don’t  remember  who  read  conditions.  Albert 
Phillips  cried  all  the  sale.  Sheriff  don’t  always  cry  sale.  Small  cre¬ 
dit  given — some  advantage.  Never  was  in  his  house — don’t  recollect 
seeing  him  but  once  at  my  house.  Met  him  in  public  house  in  fall  of 
1845 — spoke  to  him  as  I  passed,  1845,  or  1846,  in  fall.  Somethings 
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sold  well — some  things  sold  at  a  ruinous  price.  Don’t  recollect  prices 
or  conditions. 

Richard  Hall,  sworn. 

Live  in  Washington  Town,  Bucks  county.  Went  to  him  in  July, 
1846.  There  when  he  went  away  last  time.  I  saw  him  before  he 
started  in  January ;  I  geared  his  horses  to  go.  Nothing  strange  in  his 
manner.  Had  conversation  with  him  before  he  started.  He  told  me 
there  was  a  hand  about  the  house,  and  mind  to  keep  him  to  his  work. 
I  considered  he  managed  his  business  well.  He  treated  his  wife  and 
children  kindly,  so  far  as  I  seen.  I  lived  in  the  house,  ate  with  the 
family  at  the  same  table.  We  had  less  after  he  went  away  than  when 
he  was  there.  I  could  not  say,  I  had  every  opportunity  to  see  him  ,*  he 
was  a  mild  man. 

He  was  getting  ready  to  go  to  market ;  he  assisted  in  butchering, 
Morgan  Hinchman  superintended  farm  while  there.  I  commenced 
farming  in  this  country  with  hirh  ;  brought  up  farmer  in  the  old  coun¬ 
try.  I  thought  him  a  good  farmer.  North  of  Ireland,  I  come  from.  I 
saw  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  at  his  house.  I  saw  one  they  called  Thomas 
Wistar  there,  before  he  was  taken,  therefore,  on  business.  They  were 
treated  kindly ;  with  respect.  Samuel  Ritchie  brought  the  wagon  and 
horses  back.  Can’t  say  truly,  the  Friday  after  he  went  away.  Mrs. 
Hinchman  and  Elizabeth  Shoemaker,  came  back  with  him ;  Morgan 
Hinchman’s  wife.  He  left  his  wife  at  home  when  he  went  away.  The 
wife  went  away  the  next  morning,  took  one  child  with  her,  the  eldest 
one ;  Charles,  John  and  Walter  w^ere  the  children.  Mrs.  Hinchman 
got  a  hand  to  take  her  to  Doylestown.  Samuel  Ritchie  took  direction 
of  the  farm  when  he  came  there ;  set  us  to  kill  a  hog.  There  was 
was  meat  in  meat-house;  don’t  know  of  any  in  cellar ;  was  in  smoke 
house.  Samuel  Richie  told  me  Morgan  was  in  Asylum.  He  said  he, 
Samuel,  met  his  brother  Edward,  and  Edward  told  him  what  they  were 
going  to  do.  He  said  they  were  going  to  put  Morgan  into  the  Asylum; 
did  not  say  why.  Samuel  said  he  w^ould  like  to  see  Mrs.  Hinchman, 
his  wife,  and  Edw’ard  said  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  in  town.  They  sent  a 
man  to  the  tavern  to  say  to  him  that  if  he  would  stay  till  eight  next 
morning,  they  would  buy  his  house  in  Market  street.  They  said  they 
had  by  that  lime  five  or  six  substantial  friends,  and  they  got  him  into 
a  private  room,  and  they  told  him  w'hat  they  were  going  to  do  with 
him.  He  went  unwillingly,  and  they  said  no  use  to  resist,  take  him 
hy  force — by  that  time  be  had  got  his  horses  geared ;  he  drove  them  to 
the  Asylum.  I  did  not  say  any  thing  about  it.  He  said  such  things 
had  to  be  done,  as  if  the  horses  bad  run  off  and  killed  him. 

Richie  then  took  charge  of  affairs  there.  Had  several  conversa¬ 
tions  with  him.  J.  D.  Michener  was  there  sometimes.  Samuel  Richie, 
Sunday  after  Morgan  w’ent  away,  said  he  was  going  to  J.  D.  Miche- 
ner’s  house.  Don’t  recollect  seeing  him  come  back  with  him,  but  recol- 
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lect  seeing  him  there.  He,  J.  D.  Michener,  sold  Morgan’s  sheep  on 
Sunday  ,*  sold  Morgan’s  sheep  to  James  Phillips — fat  sheep. 

Mr.  Richie  said  he  could  upset  any  bargain  Morgan  had  made  for 
five  years.  Jesse  Faulkner  was  present — his  wife  was  present.  I  said 
he  might  give  the  place  back  to  Thomas  Brown,  from  whom  he  bought 
it,  if  he  could  do  that.  I  don’t  remember  what  he  replied.  There 
was  something  said  about  money  on  Morgan’s  farm — can’t  say  who 
said  it. 

I  was  on  the  farm  to  the  4th  of  July,  when  I  was  paid  off.  Richie 
remained  there  till  Monday  morning — he  returned  in  that  week.  Some 
times  J.  D.  Michener  was  there,  and  sometimes  Richie.  Jesse  Faulkner 
remained  longer  than  I  did.  Did  not  ask  me  what  was  Morgan’s  situa¬ 
tions  when  he  went  to  market.  I  never  saw  any  act  to  show  his  mind 
was  unsettled,  or  that  he  did  not  understand  his  business — he  was  ear¬ 
ly — washed  himself — got  directions  from  Morgan — nothing  improper 
in  his  directions — no  outbreaks  of  temper.  I  have  seen  him  transact 
business ;  pretty  close  in  making  bargain.  He  performed  them  punc¬ 
tually  with  me.  I  asked  his  little  boy.  Mr.  Richie  went  into  room, 
and  he  told  us,  without  asking,  what  that  was  for,  but  for  food.  It  was 
salted  up  the  very  next  day  after. 

Cross-examined, — First  man  I  lived  with  in  this  country  was  Morgan 
Hinchman,  109  acres  in  farm.  Jesse  Faulkner  there  steady,  other  times 
one  and  more,  sometimes  more.  I  mowed  sometimes.  I  did  flatter  him, 
he  did  not  refuse — rakes.  He  asked  me  to  shake  out  hay  with  my 
hands.  Only  two  persons  on  farm  at  last  time,  when  Morgan  was 
taken  away.  Jesse  Faulkner  was  there  when  I  came,  and  left ;  he  was 
the  oldest  hand  there.  It  was  Abraham  Silvey,  who  was  the  other 
hand.  I  remarked^  Morgan  would  drive  his  horses  faster  than  I  would 
drive  them,  I  remember  Morgan  driving  a  horse  around  the  field,  be¬ 
cause  she  was  ugly,  and  would  kick.  I  don’t  say  it  was  to  cure  her ; 
many  a  time  he  beat  her  for  kicking.  He  told  me  that  was  the  way  to 
temper  her.  I  saw  him,  but  was  not  with  him.  He  was  angry  at 
her,  I  guess,  or  would  not  have  done  it.  I  was  in  the  habit  of  seeing 
him  and  his  family  ;  and  went  there ;  wife  was  in  the  kitchen,  attended 
to  kitchen.  The  morning  Morgan  last  went  to  town,  he  told  me  the 
market  wagon  was  not  suitable  to  take  her  down,  but  when  he  came 
back  he  would  borrow  a  carriage  and  take  her  down ;  she  wanted  to 
go.  I  don’t  remember  seeing  her  in  that  wagon — a  common  two  horse 
wagon — on  springs.  He  said  nothing  about  taking  her  to  the  stage  or 
Post  Office. 

Miss  Shoemaker  was  twice  there — can’t  say  how  long  she  staid,  two 
days,  any  how 

Mrs.  Hinchman  remained  there  until  I  left.  She  was  there  all  the 
time — she  attended  to  some  affairs  in  the  house,  but  a  little  more  cheer¬ 
ful — but  did  not  get  enough  to  eat  after  Morgan  Hinchman  was  taken 
away — never  complained. 
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Chief, — There  was  a  servant  in  the  kitchen.  There  was  a  horse 
kept  for  Mrs.  Hinchman. 

Jesse  P.  Forker,  affirmed. 

I  lived  on  farm  when  Morgan  Hinchman  came.  Known  him  ever 
since.  My  business  was  farming  for  Morgan  Hinchman.  This  my 
contract  with  Morgan  Hinchman.  Contract  with  Morgan  Hinchman 
and  Jesse  P.  Forker,  in  Morgan  Flinchman’s  hand-writing — prout.  I 
was  examined  as  a  witness  before  Alderman  Griffith.  I  had,  before 
my  deposition  was  taken,  a  conversation  with  Samuel  Richie — and 
he  said,  I  don’t  fear  for  any  witness  but  you.  Said  he  had  heard  I 
had  been  talking  a  good  deal  round  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  wanted 
me  to  be  careful  of  what  I  said,  so  that  he  would  have  no  trouble  with 
me  hereafter — this  was  in  the  horse  shed  of  Charles  Price,  at  Price’s 
corner.  I  worked  for  him — Morgan  Hinchman  managed  farm  very  well. 
Treated  family  kindly.  I  eat  at  table  with  his  family — plenty  to  eat, 
when  Hinchman  was  at  home.  I  have  slept  in  his  house  when  Mor¬ 
gan  was  in  town,  but  not  often.  It  was  when  Samuel  Richie  and 
Elizabeth  Shoemaker  came  up.  When  Morgan  was  in  the  city,  I 
sometimes  slept  there.  I  saw  one  strange  act  while  there — thought  it 
strange — marking  out  field  for  corn,  he  told  me  to  run  it  catecornered 
across  a  square  field,  on  a  hill  side — turned  out  very  well ;  and  I  found 
every  furrow  kept  its  own  dirt — if  direct  it  would  have  washed.  This 
only  strange  thing  I  saw  at  that  time.  I  thought  he  knew  more  than  I 
did  about  it.  I  remember  when  he  went  away.  1  was  last  man  he 
talked  to  there.  He  said,  take  care  of  the  creatures^  and  I  will  be  back 
as  soon  as  I  can — farewell.  He  left  his  wife  and  children  there.  He 
had  some  pork,  a  calf,  clover  seed,  &c. — a  good  load.  They  came 
back  on  5th  day  night — the  horses.  Samuel  Richie,  E.  Shoemaker 
and  his  wife  came  back  about  nine  o’clock,  P.  M. — we  were  waiting 
up  for  Morgan,  when  Samuel  came  in.  I  did  not  get  to  go  out  to  the 
cart.  I  asked  where  Morgan  was  when  he  left  him.  Pie  said  he  left 
him  down  below.  He  went  into  room  and  staid  short  time,  and  said 
they  had  put  him  in  a  lunatic  asylum,  when  he  came  out.  Miss  E. 
Shoemaker  not  by  then.  He  said  Morgan  was  just  same  now  as  if  his 
horse  had  run  off  and  killed  him.  That  business  had  to  be  done  as  if 
he  were  dead.  To-morrow  morning  I  want  you  to  kill  a  hog — that 
hog  in  the  pen — we  have  starved  long  enough.  I  killed  the  hog  next 
morning.  The  horse  was  saddled,  and  Samuel  Richie  went  to  Doyles- 
town — I  think  he  went  to  see  Preston  Price — -I  won’t  be  certain. 
Elizabeth  Shoemaker  took  charge  inside  of  the  house  while  he  was 
away.  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  directed  about  the  table.  We  had  not 
starved  when  Morgan  was  at  home — we  lived  like  the  generality  of  the 
farmers.  I  lived  with  other  farmers — not  so  much  after  as  before.  The 
hog  was  taken  to  Germantown.  Don’t  know  where  it  went — Richie 
took  it.  Samuel  came  back  same  day.  The  four  sheep  and  a  cow 
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Went  away  on  next  Sunday  morning.  Preston  Price  and  John  Booze 
got  the  steers.  John  D.  Mitchner  came  there,  and  when  Samuel  was 
not  there,  John  D.  Mitchner  gave  orders.  I  told  Samuel  Richie  I 
thought  Morgan  was  not  crazy,  and  it  was  not  done  right.  Don’t 
remember  what  he  said.  Can’t  say  if  Morgan  took  a  change  of 
clothes  with  him — he  took  his  overcoat.  There  was  a  little  snow  on 
ground,  cold  and  raw  when  they  went  away.  Recollect  they  got 
Morgan’s  clothes  next  day.  Morgan’s  wife  got  the  clothes  to  take  to 
him,  I  overheard  Samuel  Richie  and  Miss  Shoemaker  say,  it  would 
not  do  for  Jesse  to  see  Morgan.  I  was  going  down  with  the  clothes — 
I  went  down  on  his  sled,  and  Samuel  Richie  went  along.  We  set  off 
next  second  day  morning  after  Morgan  went  away.  We  went  to 
Frankford  Asylum.  I  asked  one  of  the  men  (I  suppose  one  of  the 
keepers,)  to  get  in.  He  said  I  could  not  get  in.  Samuel  Richie  went 
in.  When  he  came  out,  I  said  I  would  like  to  see  Morgan.  He  said 
1  could  not  see  him,  because  he  would  have  his  head  shaved,  and  he 
expected  it  was  done.  I  was  looking  at  the  house,  and  I  saw  Morgan 
Hinchman  looking  at  me  out  of  up  stairs  window.  Soon  as  he  saw 
me,  he  beckoned  me  to  come  in,  and  then  beckoned  me  to  go  to  such 
a  door,  but  I  did  not  understand.  I  saw  him  about  up  above  his 
breast — his  head  was  not  shaved,  and  he  had  on  black  stock  which  he 
had  when  he  went  away — did  not  notice  any  bars  to  window.  The 
tears  came  in  my  eyes  to  see  him.  When  Richie  came  out,  I  told  him 
I  would  give  ten  dollars  to  speak  to  Morgan  one  minute.  Richie  said, 
you  can’t  see  him — said,  don’t  look  at  him.  He  said  to  the  man  on 
door  steps,  you  must  be  careful  not  to  let  Morgan  out,  the  first  place  he 
will  go  to  will  be  his  farm,  and  kill  his  wife.  I  don’t  Philip  know  Garret, 
I  bid  Morgan  good  bye,  with  a  kind  of  a  bow — he  was  still  looking 
out  of  the  window.  I  drove  out  to  turnpike,  and  then  Richie  got  out 
and  I  went  home.  Samuel  Richie  lived  about  a  mile  from  Germantown, 
It  was  on  P.  M.  when  I  parted  with  Samuel  Richie  on  the  pike — he 
left  home  early  on  the  morning,  and  got  back  at  11  P.  M.  Samuel 
Richie  asked  me  to  go  home,  because  women  were  afraid  to  stay.  I 
recollect  Samuel  Richie  told  me  to  go  to  Charles  Price,  to  come  and 
take  an  inventory  of  the  stock,  &c.  Price  did  not  come.  I  don’t 
know  if  he  went  for  any  one  else.  After  sheriff  made  a  levy,  Thomas 
Wistar,  J.  D.  Mitchner,  and  Charles  Shoemaker  took  an  inventory. 

I  recollect  Jon’a  Shaw  and  Samuel  Richie  was  on  farm.  I  con¬ 
versed  with  Shaw.  I  saw  Samuel  Richie  watching  me  out  of  corner  of 
entry  door,  about  fifteen  yards  off.  I  was  at  sale.  Samuel  Richie 
conducted  that  sale.  Don’t  know  if  Thomas  Wistar  was  there.  Ed¬ 
ward  Richie  was  there — Joseph  B.  Matlack  and  Charles  Shoemaker. 
These  gentlemen  superintended  matters — only  one  vendue  cried  on 
that  day.  Stephen  Broch  commenced  crying,  and  then  Albert  Phillips, 
first  day.  Samuel  Richie  cried  the  next  day.  No  sheriff’s  officer 
there  second  day.  I  was  at  the  moving — some  furniture  was  sold  and 
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some  left.  I  can’t  say  if  any  was  given  away.  A  rocking-chair  went 
to  John  D.  Michenor’s.  A  cow  went  there— Samuel  Richie  said  this 
was  all  he  would  get  for  his  trouble.  That  Samuel  Richie  would  get, 
I  think,  it  was  a  handsome  arm-chair.  Samuel  Richie  sent  me  to  get 
wagons  to  haul  away  the  furniture.  This  moving  was  a  week  after. 
Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  was  there  at  the  time  of  the  moving.  I  think  he 
took  a  load  down.  I  don’t  know  where  furniture  went  to.  Elizabeth 
Shoemaker  had  control  about  the  house,  that  was  my  opinion.  I  heard 
Samuel  Richie  say,  they  got  the  money  he  had  with  him  when  he  went 
to  Asylum.  I  understood  he  meant  themselves.  They  got  it  after  he 
went  there.  1  think  I  heard  Samuel  Richie  say  they  had  got  the  mo¬ 
ney,  and  he  would  have  nothing  to  go  on  with  after  he  got  out.  There 
is  something  else  I  want  to  tell— I  forget  it  now.  It  was  very  wet  and 
sloppy,  mud  over  shoe-tops,  thick  as  rye-mush.  The  children  were 
about  the  house  that  day,  not  out  of  doors— don’t  know  when  boy  died. 
Five  or  six  miles  from  Germantown  to  Frankford  Asylum.  I  forgot 
before  to  say.  I  have  forgot  again— I  can’t  remember. 

Cross-examined.— \  was  examined  before  Alderman  Griffith ;  I  did 
not  say  any  thing  about  Richie’s  proving  that  I  was  not  subpoenaed 
when  this  examination  took  place.  Richie  asked  me  who  subpoenaed 
me,  and -I  told  him  Morgan.  Richie  has  told  me  that  I  had  said  a 
great  deal  about  the  neighbourhood ;  did  not  say  it  was  not  true.  His 
remark  was  not  about  the  things  I  had  been  telling  about  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  That  deposition  was  taken  at  Charles  Price’s.  This  conver¬ 
sation  occurred  in  horse  stable  at  C.  Price’s.  Richie  was  in  attend¬ 
ance  on  deposition.  When  the  corn  field  was  marked  out,  I  said  he, 
Morgan,  was  deranged.  T  never  said  so  on  any  other  occasion  when 
I  meant  it.  I  dont  think  I  ever  did  say  so  to  N.  Preston.  I  dont  know 
Thomas  Wistar’s  son;  never  said  so  to  any  person.  If  I  ever  did  say 
so  should  not  have  said  so  on  my  oath.  I  never  told  N.  Preston  that  he 
said  Gilbert  Hall  was  too  intimate  v/ith  his  wife.  There  was  one  about 
milking  his  old  sow.  He  went  and  bought  a  sow  and  pigs;  her  bag 
gathered  and  she  died;  then  a  short  time  after  he  asked  me  to  help  him 
throw  her  and  milk  her  to  reduce  her  bag.  He  kept  a  pig  in  his 
kitchen;  it  was  two  months  old;  he  got  it  altered;  and  it  was  cold 
and  wet  time,  and  it  swelled  very  much,  and  we  were  afraid  it  would 
die;  he  got  a  door  and  put  it  across  the  out  kitchen  and  put  it  in  there; 
it  was  there  a  day  and  a  half,  then  it  was  taken  out.  I  cut  the  tail  oft*, 
thought  it  would  do  him  good  to  bleed.  Family  went  into  setting  room. 
Children  were  frightened.  Cut  a  piece  of  tail  off,  and  he  got  out  and 
frightened  the  children.  I  did  not  see  him  drag  his  mother  on  the 
ground  in  the  orchard,  drag,  mind.  I  saw  Morgan  go  up  to  his 
mother,  she  had  a  stick  knocking  apples.  I  saw  him  take  hold  of  her 
stick  with  one  hand,  and  other  round  her  under  her  arms,  he  went  to 
take  her  out  the  orchard.  I  expect  he  went  to  lead  her  out,  and  she 
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like  all  stubborn  things,  pulled  back.  She  got  down  some  how,  kind 
of  squatted  down;  Morgan  got  her  up,  and  went  to  proceed  on  to  take 
her  out,  she  hollowed,  and  1  did  not  know  what  was  up.  I  went  to 
Morgan  and  took  a  hold  of  Morgan,  and  told  him  to  let  go.  I  asked 
him  if  he  knew  whom  he  was  dealing  with,  and  he  said  he  did,  his 
mother.  I  told  him  not  to  touch  her  again  while  I  was  in  the  orchard. 
I  went  with  her  to  the  house,  and  Morgan  likewise.  I  received  a  piece 
of  money  for  what  I  had  done.  Understood  from  her.  My  wife  gave 
it  to  me.  It  was  not  great  while  after  I  got  it.  It  was  sent  up  from 
monthly  meeting.  She  never  gave  me  any  other  money.  I  dont  know 
if  that  was  a  strange  act  or  not.  I  interfered  because  she  hollowed. 
She  hollowed  as  if  frightened  I  thought.  She  wanted  me  to  take  her 
away ;  we  were  very  busy  and  I  could  not  get  time  to  take  her  away, 
Morgan  said  he  would  not  let  me  have  the  horses.  I  think  I  asked 
him  to  let  me  take  her  away,  or  some  of  them  did.  Daniel  Outwalk, 
a  store  keeper  at  Charles  Price’s.  Adam  Cutwalk’s  dearborn  wagon 
took  her  away.  He  would  not  let  her  have  his  wagon.  Just  after  oat 
harvest.  August.  They  had  not  been  together  in  the  orchard.  As  I  said 
before  this  took  place,  I  think,  in  1843,  no  no,  in  1845.  Wm.  Brown, 
Gilbert  Shaw,  and  Mrs.  Hinchman,  were  present.  Jerry  Hill  was 
not  there.  Morgan  was  ploughing,  I  cutting  off  low  limbs  so  that  he 
could  plough  under  apple  trees;  and  shaking  off  apples  so  that  they 
would  raise  up.  The  morning  Morgan  went  to  town,  he  Morgan  told 
me  that  he  thought  Mrs.  Plinchman  has  not  been  satisfied,  and  that 
she  wanted  to  go  to  town,  and  to  pacify  her  as  well  as  I  could,  and  he 
would  borrow  a  carriage  and  take  her  down  to  see  her  friends.  He 
told  me  not  to  let  the  horses  go  off  the  place  till  he  came  back.  After 
Morgan  went  away  she  wanted  me  to  take  her  to  Doylestown  ;  I  refused. 
She  sent  round  and  asked  another  man  to  take  her;  he  said  he  would. 
This  was  Abraham  Silvy.  His  wife  said  I  will  let  Morgan  know  the 
horses  are  as  much  mine  as  his,  &c.  Morgan  did  not  tell  me  not  to 
take  letters  from  his  wife  to  the  post  office.  Said  nothing  concerning 
letters  when  he  went  away.  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  there  all  the  time 
with  Eliz.,  except  a  day  or  two.  She  was  not  sick.  The  children 
were  sick  during  the  time;  the  mother  was  attending  the  children; 
the  children  were  not  well  when  she  moved  away.  Miss  Shoemaker 
did  no  more  than  a  house  keeper  would  have  done.  There  was  a 
female  sent  there.  It  was  about  two  weeks  after  they  came  back  their 
children  got  sick.  Staid  there  until  middle  of  March  before  it.  The 
children  were  not  well  until  they  went  away. 

Samuel  handed  goods  to  crier.  Charles  Shoemaker  was  clerk. 
What  Matlack  did  I  can’t  say.  That  is  what  I  meant  by  superintend¬ 
ing.  Did  not  hear  the  conditions  of  sale  read.  I  dont  think  it  was  a 
Sheriff  sale;  Sheriff  was  there;  dont  know  that  he  read  conditions. 
I  dont  know  it  was  Sheriff’s  sale.  Sheriff  had  made  a  levy  short  time 
after  Morgan  went.  Within  a  week  after.  I  think  Mr.  Wistar  was 
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there  when  the  last  inventory  was  made.  Don’t  know  if  he  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  it  or  not.  He  was  with  Margaretta  Mr.  Wistar  had 
a  market  wagon,  Eliz.  Shoemaker  went  with  him.  He  was  not  there 
over  two  days.  He  did  not  interfere  with  the  farm.  Thomas  did 
nothing  different  from  a  common  visiter.  He  came  up  and  took  Miss 
Shoemaker  and  some  of  the  goods.  I  quarrelled  with  Hinchman  about 
a  ley  tub. 

Morgan  emptied  my  ley  tub,*  I  got  mad,  out  of  humor.  Eliz.  Shoe¬ 
maker  told  me  to  give  Morgan  a  good  talking  to;  I  did  so.  I  may 
have  said  I  would  rather  go  to  State’s  prison  than  live  with  him  another 
year.  Morgan  offered  to  set  tub  over  again  ;  and  ashes;  and  I  did  so, 

I  never  said  to  Eliz,  Shoemaker,  that  if  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  my 
sister  she  should  not  live  with  him.  Never  said  any  thing  about 
Morgan  Hinchman’s  treatment  to  his  wife. 

I  think  I  related  the  same  on  a  former  occasion  that  I  did  here. 

I  dont  know  that  I  said  E.  Shoemaker  said  I  should  give  Morgan  a 
good  talking  to  on  a  former  occasion. 

She  was  a  stalling  mare,— and  Morgan  Hinchman  took  her  into 
field  and  he  drove  her  round  the  field  eight  or  ten  times.  She  stalled 
every  morning.  Don’t  know  what  he  was  doing.  No  load  on  cart 
that  morning. 

Chief. — The  pig  was  kept  till  next  fall,  and  I  sold  him.  He  was  in 
kitchen  two  days. 

I  did  not  see  any  violence  to  hurt  her — his  mother.  She  got  to  tell 
me  how  Morgan  had  misused  her;  he  did  not  say  any  thing.  He  met 
her  next  morning,  and  offered  her  his  hand,  and  she  refused.  Twenty 
or  thirty  bushels  below  trees.  She  came  up  week  before  in  his  car¬ 
riage.  His  conduct  was  kind,  as  I  said,  only  that  I  saw  in  orchard. 
Can’t  say  as  to  her  treatment  of  him.  My  wife  is  in  Shrewsbury;  she 
has  been  subpoenaed;  she  went  four  or  five  miles,  three  weeks  after 
her  child  was  born  to  have  her  deposition  taken.  She  has  not  been 
out  since  I  have  been  here,  I  don’t  think  it  safe  for  her. 

Deposition  of  Sarah  M.  Forker,  read ;  prout  same : 

Sarah  M.  Forker,  affirmed  for  Plaintiff^,  saith : 

I  am  thirty-two  years  of  age.  I  now  live  in  Solebury  Township, 
I  am  now  in  delicate  health ;  I  am  unable  to  go  to  Philadelphia.  I 
know  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  have  known  him  a  going  on  for  five 
years.  I  and  my  husband  lived  on  Morgan  Hinchman’s  farm,  about 
three  years.  When  I  was  at  home,  I  was  frequently  in  his  house, 
nearly  every  day  ;  for  any  thing  I  ever  saw  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  he 
was  of  sound  mind ;  he  treated  his  wife  and  family  with  kindness,  for 
any  thing  I  saw  ;  I  never  saw  any  thing  else.  Mr.  Hinchman  was  as 
industrious  as  any  body,  for  any  thing  T  know ;  I  think  I  had  a  good 
opportunity  of  knowing ;  he  was  as  industrious  as  any  man  about 
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there.  As  far  as  I  had  an  opportunity  of  judging,  he  provided  well  for 
his  family.  He  seemed  very  anxious  to  keep  Mrs.  Hinchman  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  help  in  the  house,  as  much  so  as  any  man  I  every  knew. 
For  any  thing  I  ever  saw,  Mr.  Hinchman  and  his  wife  lived  happily 
together.  For  any  thing  I  ever  saw,  he  was  always  kind  to  her.  She 
had  things  comfortable  around  her  in  the  house.  I  know  Samuel 
Richie,  here  present,  when  I  see  him.  Mr.  Richie  came  up  to  the 
farm  and  took  charge  of  things  after  Mr.  Hinchman  was  kidnapped.  I 
think  Mr.  Richie  disposed  of  some  of  Mr.  Hinchman’s  things.  I  heard 
Mr.  Samuel  Richie  say  that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  the  same  as  if 
his  horse  had  run  away  with  him  and  killed  him.  I  heard  Samuel 
Richie  say  that  his  business  was  to  be  settled  the  same  as  if  he  was 
dead  ,*  as  if  his  horses  had  run  away  with  him  and  killed  him.  I 
know  Elizabeth  Shoemaker;  Samuel  Richie  brought  Elizabeth  Shoe¬ 
maker,  Morgan  Hinchman’s  wife  and  one  of  his  children  up  to  Morgan 
Hinchman’s  farm.  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  remained  there  until  Mrs. 
Hinchman  left  the  farm.  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  took  charge  in  the 
house.  I  think  I  heard  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  say  they  had  Morgan 
Hinchman  in  the  Asylum,  and  they  would  like  to  keep  him  there  as 
long  as  he  had  any  thing  to  do  it  with.  I  do  not  think  that  Elizabeth 
Shoemaker  ever,  in  my  presence,  said  that  Morgan  Hinchman  had 
property  enough  to  keep  him  in  the  Asylum  as  long  as  he  lived,  and 
that  Mrs.  Hinchman  and  the  children  should  not  want  for  any  thing 
while  she  (Elizabeth  Shoemaker)  had  any  thing.  I  do  not  think  I  ever 
heard  Samuel  Richie  say  “  that  if  Morgan  Hinchman  got  out  of  the 
Asylum,  he  could  do  nothing,  for  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  any 
thing  with.”  I  know  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  by  his  being  up  at  Morgan 
Hinchman’s  house.  I  think  he  was  there  at  the  time  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man’s  goods  were  sold.  Charles  Shoemaker  was  there  at  the  sale. 
Samuel  Richie  and  Charles  Shoemaker  assisted  in  disposing  of  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman’s  goods.  I  am  not  certain  about  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr. 
Samuel  Richie  was  at  Morgan  Hinchman’s  frequently,  a  good  deal 
after  Morgan  Hinchman  was  kidnapped,  and  before  his  furniture  was 
removed.  I  cannot  say  that  Samuel  Richie  and  Wistar  ever  gave 
several  pair  of  fowls  to  John  D.  Michener.  I  remember  that  a  cow 
or  heifer  was  driven  from  Morgan  Hichman’s  farm  to  John  D.  Miche¬ 
ner.  I  have  often  seen  Samuel  Richie  and  John  D.  Michener  talking 
together  on  the  farm,  after  Morgan  Hinchman  was  kidnapped.  I  heard  i 
Samuel  Richie  say  that  they  had  put  Morgan  Hinchman  into  the  Asy¬ 
lum.  I  remember  very  well  the  time  Morgan  Hinchman  went  to 
market,  and  was  kidnapped.  I  saw  him  frequently  the  day  he  went  to 
town,  every  now  and  then ;  he  started  in  the  evening  ;  during  the 
whole  of  that  day  Morgan  Hinchman  was  rational,  for  any  thing  I 
saw.  I  did  not  think  him  crazy  at  that  time.  I  never  in  my  life 
thought  him  crazy,  nor  in  his  wrong  mind.  I  mean,  I  never  thought  i 
his  mind  unsound.  I  never  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  incapable  of 
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attending  to  his  business.  I  consider  him  as  capable  of  attending  to 
his  business  as  the  generality  of  men,  if  not  more  so,  for  he  always 
kept  his  things  so  nice. 

Cross-examined  by  Samuel  Richie^  one  of  the  Defendants, — I  am 
in  delicate  health,  and  most  likely  I  will  be  my  whole  life  time.  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  told  Mr.  Richie  that  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  an  unhappy 
woman.  I  never  told  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  that  Margaretta  Hinch¬ 
man  was  an  unhappy  woman,  or  words  to  that  effect,  that  I  remember 
of.  I  never  told  Elias  Morris  that  Margaretta  Hinchman  was  an  un¬ 
happy  woman,  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  might  have  said  to  some 
person  that  she  might  have  trouble  as  well  as  other  folks,  or  myself, 
and  not  meaning  any  thing  by  it.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  expressed 
myself  to  Elias  Morris,  or  any  body  else,  that  Margaretta  Hinchman 
was  an  unhappy  woman.  I  might  have  said  so,  and  not  meaning  it. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  said  to  William  Poulson,  or  his  wife,  that 
Margaretta  Hinchman  was  an  unhappy  woman,  nor  to  any  body  else, 
that  I  recollect  of. 

SARAH  M.  FORKER. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me,  > 

December  19, 1848.  J 

Samuel  W,  Preston,  J,  P. 

Deposition  of  John  Fox,  Esq.,  read  ;  prout : 

John  Fox,  Esq.,  a  witness  produced  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
after  being  sworn,  deposeth  as  follows  : — I  am  acquainted  with  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman.  I  became  acquainted  with  him  the  winter  he  con¬ 
tracted  to  buy  the  farm  in  Plumsted  Township  of  Thomas  Brown.  I  had 
frequent  intercourse  with  him  up  to  the  time  of  the  completion  of  that 
contract ;  and  saw  him  occasionally  after  that ;  he  had  applied  to  me  as 
his  counsel.  I  never  had  any  reason  to  believe,  but  that  he  was  of 
sound  mind.  He  was  very  shrewd  and  capable  of  attending  to  his  own 
business.  The  farm  that  he  bought  was  considered  a  very  good  one. 
I  am  too  unwell  to  attend  Court  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  I  have 
been  unwell  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  I  never  have  been  his 
counsel  since  about  the  purchase  of  his  estate  in  Plumsted. 

• 

Cross-examined  hy  Mr,  Du  Bais, — I  think  he  was  somewhat  over 
excited  in  relation  to  his  purchase.  I  was  not  surprised  at  that,  as  I 
considered  it  a  serious  undertaking  for  him.  He  did  worry  and  plague 
me  much  with  regard  to  his  purchase,  or  rather  in  relation  to  small 
matters  connected  with  the  title,  to  which  I  thought  he  attached  undue 
importance. 

Question  hy  Defendants, — Do  you  remember  to  have  said  upon  a 
certain  occasion  that  you  believed  he  was  deranged  ? 
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Answer,’ — I  do  not  remember  upon  what  occasion  it  was  that  I  made 
use  of  such  an  expression,  but  I  believe  that  in  speaking  of  his  perti¬ 
nacious  worrying  me,  at  some  time  I  did  use  such  an  expression,  but  I 
repeat  that  I  never  had  any  reason  to  doubt  his  soundness  of  mind. 
He  applied  to  me  to  procure  money  for  him,  perhaps  to  borrow  of  me. 
I  am  not  sure,  I  don’t  think  I  promised  him  the  money ;  I  promised  to 
try  and  get  the  money  for  him;  and,  among  others,  I  applied  to  Dr. 
Matthews  for  the  money,  which  I  would  not  have  done,  had  I  doubted 
his  sanity.  From  my  intercourse  with  him,  I  would  say  he  was  a 
man  of  excitable  temperament.  I  am  not,  nor  have  I  been  his  counsel 
since  the  purchase  of  his  property. 

Re-examined  by  Plaintiffs, — If  I  had  had  the  money  at  the  time  he 
applied  to  me,  I  would  have  been  as  willing  to  loan  it  to  him  as  to  any 
body. 

JOHN  FOX. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  > 

December  18,  1848.  ^ 

James  Gilkyson,  J.  P. 

Tuesday,  March  13,  1849. 

Thomas  Brown  ^  affirmed, 

I  was  owner  of  farm  Morgan  bought.  He  came  up  with  Samuel 
Richie.  Made  agreement;  produces  it,  written  by  Morgan  Hinchman, 
A.  D.  1843,  12th  mo.  1st,  read,  prout;  is  witnessed,  S.  R. 

Copy  of  Agreement  between  witness  Brown  and  Plaintiff. 

Memorandum  of  Agreement,  made  this  first  day  of  the  twelfth  month, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three.  Thomas 
Brown  sells  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee 
simple,  all  that  farm,  (whereon  he  now  resides,)  with  the  buildings  and 
appurtenances,  containing  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  and  fifty-three 
perches  of  land,  situated  in  Plumstead  Township,  Bucks  County,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Beginning  at  a  heap  of  stones  set  for  a 
corner,  in  the  line  of  John  Overholdt’s  land,  and  thence  by  the  metes 
and  bounds  thereof, — as  described  in  the  deed  from  John  Watson  and 
wife  to  the  said  Thomas  Brown,  dated  the  28th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1829. 
All  the  timber  land,  and  loose  fencing  stuff,  all  the  manure  now  in  the 
barn  yard,  and  all  that  shall  be  made  till  possession  is  given;  and  the 
winter  grain  now  in  the  ground  to  go  with  the  farm.  For  which  the 
said  Morgan  Hinchman  is  to  pay  the  said  Thomas  Brown  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  as  follows: — one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars  in  cash,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next  ensuing  the  date 
hereof;  the  balance,  to  wit:  five  thousand  dollars,  to  remain  at  five 
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per  cent.,  secured  upon  the  premises,  as  follows :  fifteen  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  to  be  a  bond  of  the  said  Thomas  Brown,  now  on  the  property, 
payable  to  Jacob  Weston,  with  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  from  1st  April 
next.  And  the  remainder,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  be 
a  mortgage  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  to  the  said  Thomas  Brown, 
payable  at  the  option  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  in  one  or  two 
years  from  the  first  of  April  next  ensuing,  with  interest  at  5  per  cent. 
The  farm  to  be  clear  of  all  incumbrance,  and  title  indisputable.  There 
being  now  no  incumbrance  whatever  except  the  aforesaid  debt  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  which  is  to  be  a  part  of  the  said  sum  of  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars,  purchase  money:  and  to  be  deducted  therefrom. 
All  the  hay,  straw  and  fodder,  not  fed  by  the  said  Thomas  Brown,  to 
remain  thereon,  and  to  belong  to  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,-— who  is 
only  to  pay  altogether  the  sum  of  six  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 
Possession  of  the  farm  to  be  given  to  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  on 
the  first  day  of  April  next  ensuing.  On  which  day  a  full  conveyance 
by  deed  is  to  be  made  to  him. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  said  1st  of  12th  mo.,  1843. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN,  [seal.] 

THOMAS  BROWN,  [seal.] 

Witness  at  signing, 

Samuel  S.  Richie. 

I  frequently  saw  him,  conversed  with  him  on  different  subjects,  as 
to  business  and  farming.  I  can’t  say  precisely,  but  I  believe  within  a 
week  before  taken,  I  saw  him.  I  think  a  conversation,  or  gathering 
in  the  neighbourhood,  near  the  farm.  Frequently  at  his  house.  Saw 
him  with  his  family,  wife  and  children,  number  of  times.  His  treat¬ 
ment  nothing  out  of  ordinary  way, — respectful;  saw  nothing  else. 
Nothing  but  what  was  kind.  Can’t  recollect  if  he  and  his  wife  were 
at  my  house  together.  I  have  not  taken  regular  meals;  I  have  taken 
a  cake.  I  can’t  say  I  observed  any  thing  crazy,  out  of  the  way ;  can’t 
say  I  have  any  such  impression.  I  heard  of  his  being  in  Asylum  next 
Sunday  after  he  was  taken  away.  I  accidentally  heard  it  on  that  day. 
I  know  Jacob  Heston  w'ell;  .lacob  Heston  is  in  impaired  condition  of 
body  and  mind:  laboring  under  disease  which  affects  both;  can’t  say 
what  it  is.  Think  he  is  not  fit  to  be  examined  in  Court.  His  wife  I 
believe  takes  care  of  his  own  business.  There  are  those  in  Court  know 
more  than  I  did  after  Morgan’s  confinement.  I  was  on  the  farm  within 
a  week.  My  object  was  to  push  this  for  collection.  One  reason  w^as 
I  needed  the  money  to  fulfil  my  own  engagement.  I  did  not  know 
what  course  would  be  taken  with  the  property.  This  was  after  I  heard 
of  the  circumstance  of  Morgan’s  confinement.  I  saw  nothing  out  of 
ordinary  way  in  management;  dont  know  who  was  managing  it, 
Samuel  Richie  and  Morgan  Hinchman’s  family  were  there.  What 
information  I  got  was  from  Samuel  Richie;  that  Morgan  was  insane 
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and  taken  to  the  Asylum.  I,  after  a  report  I  heard,  I  went  to  farm  to 
demand  my  obligation,  and  conversed  with  Richie  ,*  I  told  him  Morgan 
had  agreed  to  furnish  the  money  in  April.  I  wanted  to  know  if  there 
was  any  body  to  fulfil  his  engagements.  He  seemed  to  signify  the 
business  was  unsettled  and  would  be  for  some  time,  and  he  could  not 
give  me  any  satisfaction  that  I  should  receive  my  money,  as  the  en¬ 
gagements  were  between  us,  M.  and  H,  &  J.  He  came  to  no  conclu¬ 
sion.  He  was  anxious  for  me  to  wait  a  longer  time  till  he  could  make 
arrangements.  I  gave  him  to  understand  it  would  not  suit  me  not  to 
have  the  engagements  fulfilled  the  first  of  April  coming.  I  went  to 
John  G.  Michener;  my  security  was  such  a  nature  that  it  took  more 
time  to  proceed  on  it.  He  found  he  could  not  collect  my  money ;  he 
called  on  Jacob  Heston,  whose  obligation  stood  before  mine.  Jacob 
Heston’s  bond  of  81,500,  reduced  to  81,000.  Heston’s  bond  was  put 
into  attorney’s  hands  to  proceed.  I  received  my  money  when  I  sold 
my  mortgage.  That  way  I  got  it ;  I  sold  it  to  Charles  Shoemaker.  I 
instituted  proceedings ;  it  was  under  way  for  collection  if  it  had  not 
been  sold. 


Letter  of  Samuel  S.  Richie  offered,  and  read  : 


Philadelphia,  Ath  mo,,  \Qth,  1844. 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  thee  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  the  money  that  will  satisfy  thy  demand  against  me, 
for  which  I  am  truly  very  sorry ;  but  am,  on  reflection,  unwilling  to 
make  a  sacrifice  of  my  property,  in  order  to  raise  the  money  to  pay 
thee,  until  I  can  get  it  in  the  usual  course  of  my  business,  which  may 
not  be  until  about  the  9th  month.  If  I  can  get  it  sooner,  thee  shall 
have  it,  with  interest.  And  this  I  do  not  think  unreasonable,  having 
fully  earned  the  use  of  that  amount  of  money  for  that  length  of  time, 
provided  I  pay  interest  for  it ;  if  thee  wants  any  further  security  on 
the  note,  call  on  Edward  and  he  will  endorse  it. 


Respectfully  thy  friend, 

SAMUEL  S.  RICHIE. 


And  is  endorsed  or  directed, 

Morgan  Hinchman, 
Danboro, 

Bucks  county, 
Penna. 

Post  marked,  Phila.,  April  11,  Pa. 


Christian  Meyers, 


I  own  adjoining  farm ;  reside  five  or  six  miles  off.  Was  at  Mor¬ 
gans  in  September,  1846.  Found  Morgan  in  field  working  with  his 
hands.  Know  him  well ;  not  often  talked  to  him ;  occasionally  when  1 
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met  him  on  his  farm  or  on  road  side.  Making  2d  crop  hay.  I  was 
ordered  by  managers  of  our  pike  to  see  his  damages  for  the  road. 
He  had  two  shares.  I  told  them,  I  would  have  to  lay  it  before  the 
board.  Never  saw  any  thing  crazy  or  out  of  the  way  about  him. 
Mr.  Hinchman  told  me  “  if  we  had  put  the  pike  through  where  he 
wanted  it,  he  would  have  taken  more  stock  and  asked  for  no  damages.” 
The  matter  of  the  stock  has  been  left  to  this  time  as  it  was.  I  am  a 
farmer.  I  think  Morgan  was  the  best  citizen  farmer  I  ever  saw  in  our 
county ;  he  worked  with  his  hands.  I  was  at  the  sale.  All  the  man¬ 
agement  I  saw,  Samuel  Richie  did,  as  far  as  I  recollect. 

It  was  very  muddy.  Samuel  Richie  ordered  goods  handed  up  to 
crier ;  no  body  would  take  hold ;  so  he  took  hold  and  handed  them  up 
himself.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  I  never  would 
have  hesitated  to  bargain  with  him  or  trust  him — he  could  take  care  of 
his  own  interest. 

Cross-examined. — The  first  day  of  sale,  Samuel  Richie  handed 
goods  up.  Sheriff,  I  think,  I  saw  there.  Albert  Philips  and  J.  Brock 
cried  the  sale.  They  were  common  criers  ;  I  think  they  have  cried  for 
the  Sheriff.  T  did  not  know  who  made  the  sale;  did  not  inquire.  I 
don’t  know  that  I  saw  the  advertisement  of  the  sale.  Common  talk 
that  Hinchman  was  to  be  sold  out.  A  good  farmer  is  never  at  leisure. 

I  can  go  when  I  please  from  my  farm.  Sometimes  I  get  tired  of 
work  and  leave  it.  I  don’t  know  whether  farmers  are  more  at  leisure 
in  harvest  than  at  February  ;  good  farmers  are  always  busy.  They 
were  not  employed  to  hand  them  up,  is  the  reason  they  handed  them 
not  up. 

Chief. — I  thought  Richie  might  have  hired  hands  to  hand  them  up. 

Adam  Cutwalt.,  affirmed. 

I  reside  in  Bucks  county,  Plumsted,  on  the  farm  next  to  Hinch- 
man’s — I  own  it.  I  have  been  in  Morgan  Hinchman’s  kitchen.  I 
don’t  recollect  of  more  than  two  or  three  times.  Have  never  seen  him, 
to  mv  recollection,  with  his  wife  and  children.  I  have  seen  his  child- 
ren  with  him  as  he  passed  my  house.  Had  some  little  dealing  with 
him.  Seen  him  at  Frankford.  Have  lived  in  his  neighbourhood  all  the 
while  he  was  there — supervisor  of  the  roads  in  ’44,  5  and  6.  I  never 
saw  any  thing  strange,  crazy,  or  out  of  the  way,  about  him.  He  has 
been  frequently  at  m3^  house,  day  and  evening. 

Cross-examined. — My  carriage  took  Mrs.  Hinchman  (Morgan’s  mo¬ 
ther,)  to  town,  in  ’44,  I  think.  J.  Forker  came  for  my  carriage — 
he  came  to  my  house  and  wanted  my  son  to  take  her.  When  he 

came,  Forker  said,  I  think - ,  I  don’t  recollect  what  he  said.  My 

son  went  the  next  morning  and  took  the  old  lady  away — I  think  it  was 
about  oat  harvest. 
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Joseph  Yerkes^  sworn, 

I  know  Morgan  Hinchman.  Live  in  Montgomery  county,  Moreland 
township.  Have  seen  Morgan  in  market  frequently — generally  put 
up  at  the  same  tavern  with  him — Red  Lion — often  talked  to  him — often 
in  the  evening,  in  the  hotel  here  in  town.  I  never  saw  any  thing 
crazy  or  out  of  the  way  about. him—his  deportment  regular,  and  I 
thought  him  quite  intelligent,' more  so  than  farmers  generally.  Would 
not  have  hesitated  to  bargain  with  him.  Have  been  about  twenty-six 
years  a  farmer.  I  don’t  know  that  I  have  ever  seen  farmers  attend  to 
the  bags  of  sows,  when  with  young. 

Cross-examined. — Have  never  been  in  his  house.  Know  no  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family.  Never  seen  them  together.  I  can’t  recollect  any 
particular  conversation  with  him.  My  meetings  with  him,  generally, 
at  the  Red  Lion.  Don’t  know  how  long  1  have  known  him.  Been  in 
the  habit  of  going  to  Red  Lion  for  several  years. 

Harman  Yerkes^  affirmed. 

Reside  in  Warminster,  Bucks  county.  Known  Morgan  since  about 
the  beginning  of  ’46,  I  think.  Seen  him  frequently  at  the  Red  Lion, 
when  we  came  to  Market — talked  with  him  often — thought  him  smarter 
man  than  common — never  saw  any  thing  crazy  or  out  of  the  way 
about  him.  Have  stood  by  him  in  market — he  got  good  prices — man¬ 
aged  his  business  there  well — he  had  good  marketing. 

Cross-examined. — Never  knew  his  family — never  on  his  place — he 
was  never  at  my  house — I  lived  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  him.  My 
whole  intercourse  with  him  was  when  we  met  when  we  came  to  market. 
Stood  by  him  several  times — can’t  say  how  often. 

Chief. — I  lost  a  pocket  book  one  time,  and  he  found  and  gave  it  to 
me — this  led  to  our  acquaintance — didn’t  expect  to  get  it  again — he  found 
it  in  the  back-house. 

Plaintiff  calls  for  Certificate  of  Admission  into  the  Asylum,  of  Dr. 
Kite. 

Defendants  reply — Certificate  attached  to  a  set  of  depositions  which 
were  sent  to  Bucks  county,  and  therefore  gone  out  of  our  possession. 

Note  from  Mr.  Garrett  to  one  of  Defendant’s  read,  saying  he  could 
not  find  them — prout  same. 

Plaintiff  now  asks  for  an  Order,  signed  by  Benjamin  H.  Warder 
and  others,  for  admission. 

Defendant  answers,  the  above  order  endorsed  on  the  certificate. 

Plaintiff  reads  blank  certificate,  analagous  to  the  one  filled  up  by 
said  Dr.  Kite — prout  same. 
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CERTIFICATE, 

To  he  signed  hy  a  Physician  for  a  Patient  intendjed  to  he  sent  to  ike 

“  Asylum  for  the  Relief  of  Persons  deprived  of  the  use  of  their 

ReasonP 

I  HEREBY  CERTIFY,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  — —  of - , 

aged - years,  is  in  a  state  of  insanity,  and  proper  to  be  received 

into  a  house  provided  for  the  relief  of  persons  of  that  description. 

I  further  certify,  that  the  answers  annexed  to  the  following  questions 
are  correct,  as  far  as  I  can  judge. 

- -  Physician. 

- 18 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  history  (f  cases  of  insanity  being  im~ 
portant  to  those  concerned  in  their  treaiment^  the  friends  of  patients 
applying  for  admission  into  the  Asylum^  are  particularly  requested^ 
with  the  aid  of  the  Physician^  to  furnish  full  and  explicit  answers  to 
the  following 

QUESTIONS. 

1.  Is  the  patient  single  or  married  ?  What  has  been  the  patient’s 
occupation? 

Answer. 

2.  What  is  supposed  to  be  the  cause  of  this  attack  of  insanity? 
When  and  how  did  it  first  show  itself? 

Answer. 

3.  On  what  subjects,  or  in  what  way  is  derangement  now  mani¬ 
fested?  Have  there  been  any  fixed  delusions?  Is  the  patient  rational 
at  intervals  ? 

Answer. 

4.  What  has  been  the  duration  of  the  present  attack?  Have  there 
been  one  or  more  previous  attacks,  and  if  so,  of  what  duration  and  at 
what  age! 

Answer. 

5.  What  relatives  of  the  patient,  including  grand-parents  and  their 
descendants,  have  been  insane  ? 

Answer. 

6.  Had  the  patient  previously  been  subject  to  Epilepsy,  diseases  of 
the  skin,  discharges  or  sores,  or  any  other  bodily  disease ;  or,  had  he 
or  she  received  any  injury  of  the  head  ? 

Answer. 
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7.  What  derangement  of  the  general  health  has  accompanied  the 
mental  disorder? 

Answer. 

8.  Was  the  patient  noted  for  any  eccentricity  or  peculiarity  of  tem¬ 
per,  habits,  disposition  or  pursuits  ? 

Answer, 

9.  Is  the  patient  noisy  or  violent,  or  disposed  to  injure  him  or  her¬ 
self  or  others  ?  If  so,  in  what  manner  ? 

Answer. 

10.  Has  the  patient  ever  attempted  suicide?  If  so,  it  what  way? 
Is  there  now  any  propensity  of  the  kind  ? 

Answer. 

11.  Is  the  patient  addicted  to  any  mischievous  practices,  such  as 
destroying  clothing,  breaking  glass,  furniture,  &c.  ?  What  are  the 
habits  as  regards  eating,  sleeping  and  cleanliness  ? 

Answer. 

12.  Has  the  patient  been  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
tobacco,  opium,  or  any  other  stimulants  ? 

Answer. 

13.  Has  restraint  or  confinement  been  employed;  if  so,  of  what 
kind  and  how  long  continued  ? 

Answer. 

14.  State  the  general  course  of  medical  and  moral  treatment  which 
has  been  pursued,  and  the  effects  observed  therefrom  1 

Answer. 

Please  mention  any  other  circumstances  which  may  serve  to  throw 
light  on  the  case. 


Application  is  hereby  made  for  admission  of - ,  as  a  patient 

into  the  Asylum  for  the  relief  of  persons  deprived  of  the  use  of  their 
reason  ;  upon  whose  admission,  we  severally  engage  to  provide  a  suf¬ 
ficiency  of  suitable  clothing  for - use  whilst  there ;  to  pay  to - , 

Superintendent  of  said  Institution,  or  to  his  assigns  or  successor  in 

office,  -  dollars  per  week,  for  -  board  ;  not  less  than  four 

weeks’  board  to  be  paid  under  any  circumstances,  the  said  charge  for 

board  to  be  continued  until - shall  be  regularly  discharged  ;  and  to 

make  compensation  for  all  damages  done  by -  to  the  glass,  bed¬ 
ding,  or  furniture,  and  to  cause -  to  be  removed  when  discharged ; 
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but  if  taken  away  uncured,  against  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  resi¬ 
dent  Physician  before  the  expiration  of  three  calendar  months,  to  pay 
board  for  thirteen  weeks. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this - day  of - A.  D.  18 

Witness 

-  [  L.S.  ] 

-  [  L.s.  ] 

-  [  L.S.  ] 

Admit - ,  a  patient  into  the  Asylum  for  the  relief  of  persons  de¬ 

prived  of  the  use  of  their  reason. 


To 


Mo. 

Superintendent  of  the  Asylum. 


Committee  on  Admissions. 
18 


Preston  Price  called,  and  “  receipt  for  cattle”  asked  for 

John  Booze^  affirmed. 

Reside  in  Doylestown — deal  in  horses  and  cattle — know  Morgan 
Hinchman  for  four  or  five  years — knew  him  in  January  ’47— had 
dealings  with  him.  I  never  saw  any  thing  strange  in  his  business 
mode — a  keen  dealer  I  thought.  Dealt  with  him  for  stock— been  at 
his  house  and  on  his  farm  several  times — he  bought  stock  of  me  and 
Mr.  Price  in  July  ’46 — he  bought  some  steers  of  us  in  August  ’46. 
Don’t  remember  the  price.  I  never  saw  any  thing  strange  or  crazy 
in  his  deportment.  Got  back  those  cattle — bought  them  of  Samuel 
Richie — don’t  remember  when.  It  was  one  or  two  weeks  after  he  left 
the  farm  for  the  Asylum.  I  have  looked  for  the  receipt  which  the 
gentleman  asked  for. 

Cross-examined. — Morgan  Hinchman’s  wife  signed  the  receipt.  I 
gave  a  fair  price  for  the  cattle.  I  think  I  did  not  decline  to  take  them 
at  his  offer.  I  bought  them  of  Mr.  Richie,  and  sold  them  to  a  drover 

for  the  same  price  I  paid  for  them. 

\ 

Abraham  Landes^  afirmed. 

I  am  a  farmer  and  miller  both.  Live  in  Buckingham  Township, 
Bucks  County.  I  lived  a  mile  from  his  farm  when  he  was  taken  away. 
Often  saw  Morgan  with  his  family  and  alone.  Often  came  to  mill 
with  his  family,  both  wife  and  children.  I  was  attending  it  myself 
then.  Can’t  say  I  ever  saw  him  elsewhere  with  them.  Have  been  at 
his  farm  but  not  in  the  house.  His  deportment  to  wife  and  children 
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kind — more  so  than  farmers  generally  are — more  polite  in  his  manner. 
Never  saw  any  thing  crazy  or  out  of  the  way  about  him — quite  the 
contrary,  a  very  rational  man.  A  very  useful  citizen  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  which  was  greatly  alarmed  after  hearing  of  his  being  taken 
away.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  a  useful  citizen  in  all  sorts  of  business 
transactions — in  writing  articles  of  agreement,  &c.  I  was  at  the 
moving  of  the  furniture.  The  hired  man  came  after  me,  and  wished 
me  to  send  my  wagon  and  horses  to  haul  a  load  away — but  I  would 
not  do  that  without  going  with  them  myself.  Jesse  Forker  employed 
me.  No  bargain  made.  Delivered  them  at  Germantown,  at  Elizabeth 
Shoemaker’s  house.  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  paid  me.  I  saw  him  at  the 
farm  before  I  moved  off* — he  helped  to  hand  out  the  goods.  I  saw  the 
secretary,  I  believe  it  was  one — and  the  written  books — ledger  and 
day-book,  I  supposed,  taken  away.  Great  many  valuable  goods  landed 
at  E.  Shoemaker’s  house  that  day.  Did  not  see  secretary  loaded — 
saw  it  unloaded  at  E.  S.’s  house.  Sometime  in  March,  this  was.  I 
remember  of  seeing  a  couple  of  books.  I  went  to  Conrad  Meyer’s  to 
inquire  after  him,  and  they  said  he  had  gone  to  California,  some  two  weeks 
since.  Had  dealings  with  Morgan.  He  used  to  buy  flour  and  feed  of 
me,  in  summer  season,  when  he  was  busy.  He  conducted  his  farm 
extremely  well,  as  far  as  I  know.  Considered  him  one  of  my  best 
customers^ — would  have  loaned  him  money.  He  was  very  punctual. 
His  farm  conducted  well — drew  much  grain  to  my  mill.  First  heard 
he  had  been  taken  off  on  Saturday  after  Richje  came  up.  Never  spoke 
to  Richie  and  the  others  about  it. 

Cross-examined. — I  was  generally  alone  at  the  mill.  My  mill 
always  running  when  there  was  water.  Often  running  when  Mr, 
Hinchman  and  his  family  came — sometimes  not.  He  staid  long  enough 
to  attend  to  his  business,  and  then  went  away.  He  never  visited  my 
family.  Kept  pretty  busy  at  my  mill.  Never  in  his  house.  Hauled 
but  one  load  from  Hinchm.an’s  house.  Three  other  wagons  accompa¬ 
nied  me.  They  wanted  to  hire  the  horses  without  me — I  refused  to  let 
my  horses  and  wagon  go  without  me.  I  made  the  charge  both  for  my 
own  services  and  the  horses  and  wagon.  I  reckon  Miss  Shoemaker 
was  at  the  house  when  I  got  there.  Gave  her  no  receipt.  Did  not 
see  Mrs.  Hinchman  there.  Don’t  remember  what  articles  I  had  in  my 
wagon.  Had  the  dough-trough  with  pies  in  it,  with  which  I  treated  the 
other  wagoners  at  the  tavern.  I  heard  them  say  Mrs.  Hinchman  was 
coming  there,  to  Germantown,  to  live.  I  sold  flour  and  feed  to  Mor¬ 
gan,  in  the  summer,  when  he  had  not  time  to  go  to  the  market — the 
bill  amounted  to  several  dollars.  He  began  to  deal  with  me  when  he 
first  came  up  there. 

Chief. — He  bought  flour  and  feed  after  he  cut  his  own  harvest — but 
before  he  thrashed  it.  Don’t  know  accurately,  but  think  corn  was  be- 
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tween  fifty  and  sixty  cents  a  bushel.  Very  common  in  the  country  to 
shake  grass  out  with  hands.  Have  hauled  lime-— started  at  night  as 
well  as  day. 

Jonathan  Smith,  sworn. 

Live  in  West  Philadelphia —was  employed  in  Friends’  Asylum,  at 
Frankford,  as  a  care  taker.  Went  there  in  September,  1846— was 
there  in  1847.  Remained  there  till  1st  April,  1847.  I  knew  Morgan 
Hinchman  before  I  w’ent  there,  by  sight — -had  seen  him  once,  perhaps 
twice.  There  when  he  was  brought  there— saw  him  that  day.  I  was 
in  the  yard  when  he  came.  I  did  not  see  who  fetched  him.  I  got 
word  a  patient  came,  and  I  thought  they  needed  help  to  take  him  in.  I 
went  to  day-room  and  was  told  they  had  got  him  into  office.  Sat  down 
there  and  waited  to  see  if  they  would  need  help.  Day-room  is  where 
we  set  and  eat  our  victuals.  One  of  keepers  told  me  they  had  got  the 
patient  up  stairs.  I  got  up  and  went  to  go  to  yard  again—saw  Mor¬ 
gan  come  down  stairs  from  upper  day-room.  I  thought  he  was  a  new 
attendant  or  some  of  the  gentlemen  that  had  brought  the  patient.  I 
met  him  travelling  down  the  wing,  and  he  bid  the  time  of  the  day  to 
me,  and  I  to  him — he  said  he  thought  he  recognized  me,  that  he  had 
seen  me,  and  I  told  him  the  same  thing,  that  I  had  seen  him  somewhere. 
He  asked  me  if  I  didn’t  live  with  Jonathan  Smith,  Twelfth  and  Lom¬ 
bard.  I  told  him  I  did — that  was  my  uncle.  He  and  I  shook  hands 
then.  He  asked  me  to  show  him  the  way  to  the  yard— we  went  out 
to  the  yard,  and  he  commenced  telling  me  about  the  men  that  took  him 
prisoner. 

Mr.  Williams  objects  to  witness  stating  what  Morgan  Hinchman  said 

to  him. 

Judge  supported  the  objection  for  the  present,  and  keeps  the  point  in 
reserve. 

He  came  into  the  house  again  ;  he  came  into  the  day-room  (lower) 
with  me  ;  he  conversed  with  some  of  the  patients  there.  Sometimes 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  patients  in  that  room;  sometimes  more  and 
sometimes  less  ;  some  of  the  patients  there  pretty  quiet,  and  some  very 
outrageous.  I  think  it  was  that  day  or  the  next  day,  he  recognised 
one  of  the  patients  from  Jersey,  Evan  Belangee ;  he  staid  there  some 
time,  and  then  went,  I  suppose,  to  his  own  day-room  up  stairs,  I  be¬ 
lieve.  All  of  the  inmates  in  upper  day-room  were  crazy  except  the 
keepers,  as  far  as  I  knew ;  some  nice  kind  of  people  and  some  very 
offensive  ones  in  the  upper  day-room  ;  some  that  were  in  the  habit  of 
striking  and  knocking  people  about,  always  when  they  got  the  chance. 
One  man  was  in  the  habit  of  dirtying  himself  always.  This  was  the 
day-room  where  he  ate  his  victuals,  and  ought  to  have  staid  ;  he  onlj^ 
had  the  privilege  of  walking  through  the  house  and  in  the  yard  ;  in 
the  men’s  department,  I  mean  ;  that  yard  had  a  wall  around  it  ten  or 
twelve  feet,  or,  perhaps  higher. 
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All  the  men  there  were  allowed  to  exercise  in  that  yard ;  about 
thirteen  in  upper  day-room,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  in  lower  room.  It 
was  with  these  crazy  people  that  Morgan  was  allowed  to  go ;  he  and  I 
often  played  ball  together.  I  never  was  in  the  day-room  when  they 
eat.  They  in  the  upper  day-room  had  no  two  tables  for  patients  to  eat 
from,  as  they  had  in  the  lower  room.  There  was  a  gate  in  this  yard, 
through  which  the  patient  was  sometimes  allowed  to  go  and  walk  in 
the  afternoon  to  the  pump.  The  patients  were  taken  to  the  pump  in 
order  to  pump  water  into  the  third  story  to  supply  the  bath  rooms,  etc. 
Mr.  Hinchman,  I  believe,  had  paper  and  pens  to  write  with.  I  carried 
one  letter  into  the  office  for  him,  to  show  to  Mr.  Garret  and  Dr.  Worth¬ 
ington.  That  letter,  I  believe,  was  to  his  uncle  Hinchman.  I  don’t 
recollect  the  time.  He  showed  me  the  letter  afterwards.  I  dare  not 
take  the  letters  to  the  Post  Office.  I  had  orders  not  to  do  so.  Got 
orders  from  Mr.  Garret  and  the  Doctor,  to  take  no  letters  from  the 
patients.  A  standing  order.  I  recollect  Morgan  asked  me  to  take  a 
letter  for  him,  I  believe  to  his  uncle  Hinchman,  as  I  went  to  the  Savings’ 
Fund.  I  did  not  take  it  into  my  hands ;  he  offered  me  the  letter ;  I 
refused  to  take  it. 

I  never  asked  Mr.  Garret  about  any  letter,  but  the  letter  I  gave  to 
Mr.  Garret,  that  Morgan  gave  me.  He  laughed  when  I  handed  it,  and 
said  it  was  “all  a  farce,”  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  remember  Mor¬ 
gan  having  got  a  cut  above  the  eye ;  right  above  the  eye ;  did  not  see 
the  blow  given ;  none  below  the  eye ;  the  eye  was  dark-colored  from 
the  effects  of  the  blow ;  some  blood  flowed  from  it.  I  believe  Dr. 
Worthington  dressed  it  the  first  time  ;  it  had  the  appearance  of  being 
dressed  ;  saw  the  medical  Nurse  dress  it  afterwards.  Medical  Nurse’s 
name  Archibald  McKay.  I  heard  Dr.  Worthington  giving  charge 
to  have  Professor  Stewart  taken  care  of,  so  as  not  to  have  him  to  strike 
any  body  else.  He  was  nice  kind  of  a  gentleman,  only  very  treacher¬ 
ous  sometimes  ,*  did  not  know  when  you  might  get  a  blow  from  him. 
'This  was  the  next  day  or  the  day  after  he  was  brought  there,  I  think. 
Morgan  Hinchman  was  very  cleanly  in  his  habits  while  there ;  would 
liked  to  had  all  the  patients  like  him ;  his  conversation  was  always 
orderly  to  me  and  in  my  hearings  his  temper  was  very  calm  and  mild. 
I  had  intercourse  with  him  five  or  six  times  every  day,  during  I  was 
there;  he  came  to  our  day-room  pretty  much  because  I  gave  him  the 
Ledger  to  read  ;  I  was  taking  the  Ledger  at  that  time  ;  I  never  thought 
him  (Morgan  Hinchman)  to  be  crazy  ;  I  believed  him  to  be  sane,  at 
the  time  he  was  in  the  Asylum.  Left  him  there,  when  I  left.  Professor 
Stewart  remained  in  the  upper  day-room  after  the  wound  was  given. 
I  believe  he  took  his  meals  there,  except  when  he  was  kept  in  his  room. 
Morgan  slept  in  the  same  row  of  rooms  in  the  upper  wing  of  the  house, 
where  the  other  patients  slept ;  each  in  separate  rooms  ;  the  windows  of 
those  rooms  was  railed  with  metal  or  iron ;  all  the  bed-room  windows 
there.  The  doors  of  the  bed-rooms  were  pretty  strong — had  a  little 
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wicket  in  them.  The  care-taker,  or  the  watchman,  was  obliged  to  pass 
those  rooms  every  hour  of  the  night ;  he  carried  a  light,  which,  when 
it  was  very  dark,  he  placed  inside  the  door,  so  as  to  see  how  the  pa¬ 
tients  were  getting  on.  First  night  he  was  put  to  sleep  there.  The 
watchman  is  to  look  in  the  room  every  hour  and  see  what  the  patients 
were  doing.  I  never  spoke  to  Dr.  Worthington  about  Morgan,  to  my 
recollection  ;  he  gave  me  charges  concerning  him.  I  heard  Mr.  Garret 
say,  “  there  was  some  difficulty  between  him  and  his  wife’s  family,  and 
that  it  is  probable  it  would  soon  be  all  right,  and  he  would  get  out  again.” 
I  think  he  said  he  was  wasting  his  property.  I  never  saw  any  body 
visit  Morgan  Hinchman  while  he  was  there.  Never  saw  his  uncle 
Benjamin  Hinchman  there  ;  none  of  his  family.  Never  knew  of  one 
letter  being  carried  after  they  were  submitted  to  Mr.  Garret  or  Dr. 
Worthington.  When  I  gave  him,  Mr.  Garret,  the  letter,  he  said  nothing 
about  it  being  to  his  uncle  Hinchman.  I  was  at  the  house  when 
inquest  sat  there.  It  was  shortly  after  he  was  struck  by  Professor 
Stewart  that  inquest  was  held.  They  did  not  call  any  of  us.  I  do 
not  know  where  they  sat.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  walking  backwards 
and  forwards  during  inquest.  I  saw  Benjamin  H.  Warder  there.  I 
never  heard  him  give  any  instructions  in  regard  to  Morgan.  I  don’t 
remember  any  conversation  in  particular  between  Dr.  Worthington  and 
Mr.  Garret  and  Morgan.  I  think  I  heard  Mr.  Garret  say  something 
about  giving  a  Deed  of  Trust,  and  settling  some  of  the  affairs.  Mr. 
Garret,  I  heard  say  it ;  then  he  said  he’d  be  well  enough  in  a  short 
time ;  he  would  get  out  and  all  would  be  right.  I  have  seen  Thomas 
Wistar,  Jr.,  there.  I  don’t  recollect  of  having  seen  him  talk  with 
Morgan.  I  remember  of  some  one  of  the  managers  saying  to  Mor¬ 
gan  something  about  “  forgetting  this  world,”  &c.  I  did  not  hear  any 
one  say,  that  “  it  was  improper  to  tell  his  uncle  anything  about  it.” 

Court  adjourned  till  4  P.  M. 

Cross-examined. — I  was  at  the  Asylum  from  September,  1846,  to 
1st  April,  1847 ;  I  had  charge  of  the  patients  that  staid  in  the  lodge, 
which  is  the  end  of  the  building;  east  end,  towards  the  road.  Some 
patients  under  my  charge  quiet,  and  some  not, — generally  the  worst  pa¬ 
tients.  Each  patient  had  a  room  to  himself,  except  one.  In  two  differ¬ 
ent  rooms  two  men  slept.  Hinchman’s  room  about  the  middle  of  the 
house.  I  had  charge  of  the  lower  day-room.  Mr.  Hinchman’s  day- 
room  was  the  upper.  All  the  patients  (men,)  had  liberty  of  walking 
this,  the  men’s  departments, — all  the  patients  had  the  liberty  of  both 
day-rooms.  The  best  class  of  people  occupied  the  upper  room.  I  at¬ 
tended  to  the  patients,  took  care  of  the  rooms,  &:c. ;  sometimes  had  six 
and  sometimes  nine  patients  under  my  chai’ge;  made  the  beds,  &:c.,  in 
the  morning.  Mr.  Hinchman  had  the  liberty  of  the  house  same  as  the 
rest.  I  dined  in  the  lower  day-room ;  three  of  my  patients  I  had  to 
carry  victuals  to.  Two  tables  in  the  lower  room ;  one  had  a  small 
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table  to  himself.  I  never  was  up  stairs  at  their  dinner — I  had  to  tend 
down.  I  saw  Morgan  Hinchman  in  my  day-room,  in  the  yard,  and  in 
his  own  day-room  when  I  went  up.  I  did  not  go  up  particularly  to 
see  him.  Sometimes  went  up  to  have  a  game  of  dominoes  at  night; 
sometimes  I  played  with  some  of  the  patients,  and  sometimes  with  the 
keepers.  There  was  a  rule  for  the  care-takers  to  keep  their  own  rooms; 
but  we  broke  through  the  Rules.  My  patients  went  to  bed  shortly  after 
tea:  sometimes  one  hour,  and  sometimes  half  an  hour.  Mr.  Stewart 
was  in  the  habit  of  knocking  people  about;  none  other.  He  had  a 
special  attendant,  whom  he  knocked  down,  too.  The  duty  of  that  at¬ 
tendant  was  to  take  care  of  him  (Mr.  Stewart.)  He  rode  out  with  the 
rest  of  the  patients  in  the  carriage — sometimes  Mr.  Stewart  went  along. 
They  generally  gave  him  a  shower  bath  every  day.  Mr.  Stewart’s 
room  about  the  middle  of  the  upper  wing.  Went  to  bed  shortly  after 
tea ;  some  of  them  staid  up  till  9  o’clock.  The  medical  nurse  took 
charge  of  the  upper  room.  The  library  down  at  the  foot  of  the  garden; 
patients  generally  went  down  once  a  day,  and  were  allowed  to  read, 
under  the  care  of  their  care-takers.  The  patients  permitted  to  go  to 
the  library  every  afternoon  ;  nice  kind  of  library ;  about  half  a  square 
from  the  house.  Patients  had  not  the  liberty  of  the  garden  except  when 
they  went  to  library.  One  care-taker  took  them  to  the  library.  Their 
rooms  were  pretty  comfortable ;  their  food  very  good ;  they  were  at¬ 
tended  to  pretty  well ;  was  against  the  rules  to  give  them  anything 
else  but  kindness.  Mr.  Hinchman  did  not  get  the  same  liberty  as  the 
rest  of  the  patients ;  never  got  riding  out,  nor  walking,  nor  to  the  li¬ 
brary.  Am  sure  he  never  went  out  riding  while  I  was  there.  He  was 
kept  inside  of  the  yard.  Had  the  full  liberty  of  one  yard.  Used  to 
hold  him  by  the  collar  of  the  coat,  while  he  looked  out.  I  held  him 
for  fear  he  would  run  away  ;  I  had  so  many  charges  about  him.  This 
was  a  pretty  large  yard — about  the  length  of  half  a  square ;  some  few 
trees  in  it ;  a  few  trees  all  over  the  yard  ;  other  trees  besides  those  that 
shaded  the  windows.  Could  not  tell  how  many  trees.  One  walk  up 
the  middle  of  the  yard,  and  one  up  the  side  of  the  house.  Mr.  Hinch¬ 
man  had  the  liberty  of  the  men’s  side  of  the  house.  Never  knew  him 
subjected  to  any  restraint  except  being  kept  within  those  limits.  Used 
to  play  ball  often.  Often  flattered  me  to  go  play  ball  when  I  had  no 
notion.  He  was  clothed  rough  and  decently,  and  farmer-like, — his 

own  clothing.  S - was  the  filthy  man.  I  knew  Mr.  S - had  no 

other  place  to  dine  than  at  the  table.  I  heard  from  the  rest  of  the  care¬ 
takers  that  he  smelt  bad  at  the  table.  John  Finley  took  care  of  library, 
and  Charles  Pierson.  No  particular  attendant  with  Morgan  when  he 
was  walking  about.  These  day-rooms  were  very  comfortable.  There 
was  another  gentleman  in  the  building  that  I  thought  was  not  deranged, 
(Jacob  Smoker.)  Never  said  that  half  the  people  were  not  deranged 
there.  Mr.  G.  and  Morgan  Hinchman  were  standing  and  walking  up 
the  wing  when  I  heard  the  above  conversation.  I  was  passing  by 
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them ;  both  of  us  travelling  the  same  way ;  I  the  fastest.  Only  Mr.  G. 
was  speaking  when  I  passed  them.  I  did  not  know  who  commenced 
the  conversation.  I  heard  Mr.  G.  say  something  about  signing  a  deed: 
and  if  he  would  do  that,  he  would  soon  get  well  and  get  out,  and  all 
would  be  right.  I  don’t  know  what  the  deed  was  about.  I  told  many 
a  one  in  the  house  that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  not  crazy.  Archie 
McKay  said  those  who  brought  him  there  were  crazier  than  he  was. 
This  was  shortly  after  Morgan  came  in.  Never  mentioned  it  to  Mr. 
G.,  Dr.  W.,  nor  to  any  of  the  managers. 

Chi^. — Mr.  Stewart  was  allowed  to  go  down  to  the  library.  Mr. 

S - was,  too.  The  upper  day-room  was  for  patients  better  in  pocket — 

richer  ones.  Mr.  Stewart’s  special  attendant  was  beaten  after  Morgan 
came  in  the  Asylum.  1  saw  the  blood  washed  from  him. 

Samitel  B,  Fisher,  affirmed. 

Reside  in  Pottsville.  Am  a  Surveyor  and  Engineer.  I  am  an  un¬ 
cle  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  married  his  father’s  sister,  have  known  him 
from  infancy.  When  he  was  a  child,  he  was  at  my  house  a  great 
deal — there  at  time  of  his  father’s  death.  Morgan  was  about  six  or 
seven  years  old  when  his  father  died — not  positive.  Very  little  of 
Morgan’s  life  was  spent  with  his  mother,  -Not  over  two  weeks,  since 
he  was  nine  months  old.  At  any  rate  not  more  than  two  weeks  at  a 
time.  I  had  many  and  full  opportunities  of  knowing  Morgan.  When 
a  boy,  he  lived  in  my  family — lived  with  Samuel  Webb.  I  never  had 
the  least  idea  of  his  having  been  insane  at  any  time.  Morgan  has 
done  business  for  me.  I  have  seen  him  in  company  with  his  wife  at 
his  own  house,  at  Samuel  Webb’s,  and  at  my  own  house  in  Pottsville. 
I  never  saw  any  thing  but  what  was  kind  and  affectionate  in  his  de¬ 
portment  towards  his  wife  and  children.  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman  is 
Morgan’s  uncle — Isaac  Hinchman,  Esq.,  in  Gloucester ;  James  Hinch¬ 
man,  who,  I  think,  died  in  1847,  and  Griffith  Hinchman,  in  the  west, 
in  Indiana  ,*  Joseph  Hinchman,  who  lived  in  New  Jersey,  all  uncles  of 
his.  I  was  not  apprised  nor  consulted  with  reference  to  his  confine¬ 
ment — heard  of  it  accidentally  in  April,  1847 — first  information  I  had. 
Had  been  in  the  city,  and  was  on  my  way  home.  Heard  of  it  in  the 
street,  in  the  city — then  going  to  depot.  My  wife  at  home  at  that  time, 
she  had  no  knowledge  of  it  till  then — she,  as  soon  as  possible,  came  to 
city  to  know  how  to  proceed.  I  was  in  the  city,  and  Morgan  applied 
to  me  to  go  with  him  to  these  defendants.  The  object  of  the  call  was 
first  to  make  a  settlement  with  these  Friends,  according  to  the  disci¬ 
pline,  to  prevent  ,him  being  disowned.  I  accompanied  him. 

Mr.  Williams  objects  to  any  evidence  of  conversations  with  defen¬ 
dants,  in  regard  to  compromise,  or  any  settlement. 

By  Mr.  Williams. — Preliminary. 
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There  was  no  further  offer  of  compromise  made  than  this,  that  we 
told  them,  one  and  all,  we  came  there  to  settle  this  matter  if  possible, 
without  going  to  law.  If  it  was  not  settled,  a  law  suit  would  be  com¬ 
menced  against  them.  I  never  heard  a  distinct  offer  made,  nor  any 
sum  of  money  mentioned.  I  said  no  sum  of  money  would  replace 
him  in  his  former  position.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  sum  men¬ 
tioned  to  any  one.  I  am  very  well  satisfied  of  it. 

Plaintiff*  offers  to  prove  the  conversations  between  Morgan  Hinch- 
man  and  defendants,  in  relation  to  his  arrest  and  incarceration  in  the 
Frankford  Asylum. 

Defendants  object,  because  the  visit  was  prefaced  by  a  distinct  state¬ 
ment  that  their  object  was  to  settle  the  matter  with  them  without  going 
to  law. 

Objection  overruled,  and  exception  for  defendants  sealed. 

Mr,  Fisher,  continues. 

We  went  to  John  D.  Lippincott’s  first,  to  his  house.  The  subject 
matter  of  our  visit  was  made  known  to  him.  He  said  the  morning 
Morgan  was  arrested  he  was  going  up  to  Frankford,  he  was  met  in  the 
street  by  George  M.  Elkinton.  Mr.  Elkinton  told  him  they  were  going 
that  morning  to  take  Morgan  to  the  Asylum,  and  asked  him  to  go  with 
them  and  assist  in  taking  him  there.  He  consented  to  go  with  him, 
and  did  go  and  went  with  him,  and  was  present  when  Morgan  was  ar¬ 
rested,  and  went  with  him  to  the  Asylum.  Fie  did  not  tell  me  who 
went  with  them.  He  said  Samuel  Richie  drove  the  wagon.  We  went 
then  to  call  on  George  M.  Elkinton — John  D.  Lippincolt  with  us — his 
object  in  going  with  us  was  to  verify  part  of  his  assertion.  We  did 
not  find  George  M.  Elkinton  at  home — waited  some  time,  and  John  D. 
Lippincott  left  before,  he  came  in. 

Mr.  Williams,  for  defendants,  asks  to  be  permitted  to  inquire  of  Mr. 
Fisher,  what  he  stated  to  Mr.  Elkinton,  before  the  conversation  began. 

Mr.  Perkins  objects  to  this  as  irregular,  and  as  opposing  what  the 
Court  had  previously  decided. 

Objection  overruled. 

Question. — Did  you  not  state  to  Mr.  Elkinton,  that  your  object  in 
accompanying  Morgan  Hinchman  was  as  a  mutual  friend,  to  see  whe¬ 
ther  a  compromise  could  not  be  effected  without  legal  proceedings,  and 
to  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation? 

Answer. — I  did  that  in  substance,  and  Mr.  Elkinton  treated  us  rather 
roughly,  and  very  soon  told  us  there  was  the  door. 

Mr.  Williams  for  defendants,  objects  to  evidence ;  overruled  as  to 
conversation  with  Elkinton,  and  exception  noted. 
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Mr,  Fisker,  continues, 

Mr.  Elkinton  came  in  and  Morgan  asked  him  several  questions  in 
regard  to  the  arrest ;  he  said  that  he  did  not  ask  John  D.  Lippincott  to 
go,  but  that  he  (Elkinton)  did  assist  to  arrest  him.  That  he  was  called 
upon  the  previous  evening,  and  asked  to  go  and  assist.  He  did  say  he 
thought  Morgan  ought  to  be  in  the  Asylum  yet.  I  told  him  Morgan  had 
suffered  a  great  deal,  his  family  relations  broken  up,  &c.,  and  his  answer 
was  that  he  thought  Morgan  was  crazy,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  there 
yet.  He  intimated,  previous  to  this,  that  our  interview  was  at  the  end, 
that  if  that  was  all  the  business  we  had  with  him,  we  might  as  well 
go — then  we  left  there  and  went  to  Dr,  Griscom’s. 

Mr,  Williams,  for  defendants,  asks 

Question, — Did  you  not  state  to  Dr,  Griscom,  that  your  object  was 
to  see  if  any  arrangement  or  compromise  could  be  made,  or  satisfac¬ 
tion  made  to  Morgan,  for  the  injuries  done  to  him  by  arresting  him 
and  confining  him  in  the  Asylum ;  that  you  accompanied  Morgan  for 
the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  bring  about  a  settlement  between  the 
parties,  that  you  came  as  a  peace-maker — if  it  could  be  brought 
about  ? 

Answer, — I  did — and  Dr,  Griscom  said  he  believed  Morgan  still 
insane. 

Same  objection  by  defendants,  overruled,  and  exception  noted. 

Witness  continues. 

Dr.  Griscom  said,  he  was  called  upon  evening  before  Morgan’s  ar¬ 
rest,  to  go  and  assist  in  arresting  him ;  he  said  his  object  was  to  go 
there  as  a  friend ;  that  he  had  always  been  a  friend  of  the  family, 
and  thought  that  he  could  prevail  on  Morgan  to  go  peaceably  without 
using  force — yes, — there  was  much  conversation.  He  said  he  did  go, 
was  there  present  when  he  was  arrested.  Our  next  visit  was  to  Dr. 
Kite’s, 

Mr.  Williams  objects  again,  and  asks  a  similar  question,  and  receives 
same  answer. 

Objection  overruled,  and  exception  noted. 

Witness  Continues, 

The  same  remarks  made  to  Dr.  Kite  as  to  others,  and  Dr.  Kite  said, 
that  as  to  matters  of  property,  he  had’nt  much  to  give,  even  if  there  was 
a  law  suit.  I  asked  Dr.  Kite  how  it  was  possible  for  him  to  give  a  certificate 
of  Morgan’s  insanity  when  he  had  not  seen  him,  as  a  physician,  for 
four  months  previous  ;  his  answer  was,  he  knew  Morgan  would  be 
crazy  at  that  time.  I  believe  that  was  about  all  that  passed.  In  the 
month  of  July  we  called  on  John  M.  Whitall. 

Mr.  Williams  here  objects — -asks  same  questions,  same  answer,  same 
decision,  and  same  exception  to  Judge’s  decision. 


46 


His  answer  was,  he  did  assist  in  the  arrest,  and  would  do  the  same 
again,  if  requested,  under  similar  circumstances.  I  observed  to  him,  we 
had  been  school-mates  together,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  a 
suit  commenced  by  Morgan  against  him  ,*  his  answer  was,  if  Morgan 
felt  aggrieved,  he  might  sue  him,  he  might  sue  all  of  them,  he  did’nt 
wish  to  be  excluded.  We  next  went  to  Edward  Richie. 

Mr.  Williams  makes  same  objection,  asks  the  same  questions,  and 
recieves  the  same  answers. 

Judge  overrules  objection. 

And  Mr.  Williams  excepts  again. 

Question. — Did  not  Mr.  Richie  meet  the  proposition. 

Answer. — He  observed,  he  admitted  the  liability,  and  that  he  was 
one  of  many,  and  useless  for  him  to  attempt  a  compromise  without 
consent  of  all  of  them. 

Evidence  admitted,  and  exception. 

Witness  Continues. 

Mr.  Richie  admitted  he  did  assist  in  arresting  Morgan,  and  taking 
him  to  the  Asylum  ,*  that  the  matter  was  arranged  at  the  house  of 
Morgan’s  mother. 

Mr.  Williams  objects  to  this  witness  repeating  statements  as  to  what 
took  place  in  relation  to  others  in  this  case,  except  those  whose  names 
have  been  already  implicated  ;  as  to  what  Edward  Richie  said  took 
place  at  Mrs.  Hinchman’s  house. 

The  objection  overruled,  and  exception  noted. 

Witness  Coyitinues. 

He  said  Sam’l  S.  Richie,  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  Edward  Richie,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Shoemaker,  were  present  on  that  occasion.  Edward  Richie  said  that 
the  list  of  jurors  made  out  and  handed  to  the  deputy  Sheriff,  was  made 
out  at  Eliza  Hinchman’s  house,  and  that  he  took  it  to  the  deputy 
Sheriff;  that  was  about  all  he  said.  I  don’t  recollect  whether  any 
thing  was  said  about  inquest. 

My  next  visit  was  to  E.  W.  Hinchman.  Morgan  was  with  me;  during 
my  conversation  with  her,  I  thought  I  saw  some  one  at  the  front  win¬ 
dow;  directly  after  William  Biddle  came  in,  and  was  introduced  to  me. 
As  soon  as  he  came  in  E.  Hinchman  handed  him  a  paper  she  had  been 
reading,  and  requested  him  to  read  it,  (paper  handed  to  witness,)  he 
did  read  it ;  and  then  observed  to  Morgan,  “I  wish  thee  and  thy  uncle 
to  understand  that  I  have  been  engaged  in  this  matter  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  and  am  determined  to  see  it  out. 

Mr.  Reed  now  proposes  to  read  the  paper. 

Mr.  Williams  proposes  to  ask  some  questions  in  regard  to  it. 

The  paper  had  not  the  yellow  back  it  has  now.  I  believe  it  had  not 
another  sheet  attached  to  it ;  there  was’nt  any  thing  signed  by  Morgan 
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Hichman  on  it  then,  I  believe.  I  believe  it  as  perfect  now  as  it  was 
then. 

Mr.  Reed  reads  the  paper  signed  by  John  D.  Michener,  dated  7th 
mo.  3d,  1848, — (prout  same.) 


Whereas,  I,  John  D.  Michener,  of  Buckingham  Township,  Bucks 
county,  was  solicited  by  Samuel  S.  Richie,  of  Philadelphia  county,  to 
assist  him  in  taking  control  of  the  farm,  stock,  utensils,  and  business 
of  Morgan  Hinchman  of  Plumsted  Township,  and  having  consented 
unadvisedly  to  act  therein,  and  assisted  in  disposing  of  his  personal 
property  ,*  and  after  Morgan  had  been  seized  in  Philadelphia  and  con¬ 
fined  under  a  pretence  of  lunacy,  I,  having  accepted  the  appointment 
of  Commissioner,  and  under  my  authority  as  such,  six  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  county,  having  been  convened  at  Frankford  Asylum,  I  did, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Morgan  was  not  allowed  a  fair  hearing, 
or  to  examine  the  witnesses  against  him,  sign  and  seal,  as  Commis¬ 
sioner,  an  Inquest,  stating  that  Morgan  was  a  lunatic,  and  had  been  a 
lunatic  for  eighteen  months  then  last  past,  and  did  not  enjoy  lucid  in¬ 
tervals.  Which  said  Inquest  was  signed  and  sealed  by  me,  as  Commis¬ 
sioner,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  Second  month,  1847,  under  the  direction 
and  advice  of  Eli  K.  Price,  attorney-at-law,  I  being  ignorant  that  I 
had  the  power  to  refuse  signing  the  same,  or  to  give  Morgan  a  habeas 
corpus,  or  to  allow  him  a  fair  hearing,  or  the  right  of  self-defence. 
And  I  not  thereby,  intending  myself  to  assert  the  truth  of  said  inqnest, 
being  a  neighbour  of  Morgan’s,  and  not  knowing  him  to  have  been,  or 
then  to  be,  a  lunatic  as  stated  in  said  Inquest, — do  hereby  express  my 
sincere  regret  for  the  part  I  have  acted  in  the  matter ;  and  engage  to 
endeavour  that  Morgan’s  wrongs  and  injuries  shall  be  repaired  so  far 
as  my  acts  may  have  caused  the  same.  And  am  willing  to  do  my 
part  to  restore  him  such  of  his  property  as  I  may  have  disposed  of,  if 
any  I  have.  I  now  saying,  that  in  withholding,  or  neglecting  to  give 
notice  to  Morgan’s  relatives,  not  concerned  in  the  cohspiracy  against 
him,  I  was  not  actuated  by  ill-will  to  Morgan,  but  have  acted  ignor¬ 
antly  ;  and  do  remember  Morgan’s  asking  to  have  counsel,  or  to  see  or 
send  for  Judge  Stroud,  which  I  did  not  know  I  had  authority  to  grant. 

.  Buckingham  Meeting  House, 

7th  mo.  3d,  1848, 

JOHN  D.  MICHENER. 

Witnesses  Present, 

Samuel  Beans, 

Samuel  Wilson. 
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Witness  Continues, 

They  were  all  the  persons  we  went  to.  I  afterwards  went  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  Shoemaker’s  house  with  my  wife,  to  see  Morgan’s  wife  ,*  she  met 
us  at  the  door,  and  staid  in  the  room  the  time  we  were  there — object  of 
that  visit  to  reconcile  Morgan  and  wife.  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  said  she 
was  present  at  time  matters  was  arranged  to  take  him  to  the  Asylum ; 
something  said  by  my  wife  first ;  she,  Elizabeth  Shoemaker,  insisted 
that  Morgan  should  not  have  his  children ;  two  living  then  ;  one  died 
while  he  was  at  the  Asylum.  Subject  of  reconciliation  not  mentioned 
to  Elizabeth  Shoemaker.  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  was  opposed  to  a  re¬ 
conciliation  between  Morgan  and  wife.  In  my  conversation  with 
Edward  Richie,  nothing  said  about  any  arrangement  except  the  one 
referred  to.  My  wife  is  not  fit  to  come  to  Court  now ;  not  fit  to  leave 
home  to  come  anywhere. 

In  my  conversation  with  Edward  Richie,  nothing  said  about  Dr. 
Evans. 

Cross-examined  hy  Mr,  Griscom. 

I  called  on  Dr.  Griscom  about  the  middle  of  the^  day  ,*  the  interview 
was  in  the  back  room  down  stairs  ;  no  one  present  but  Morgan  Hinch- 
man  and  myself,  and  the  Doctor.  In  answer  to  Morgan’s  speaking 
about  the  arrest.  Doctor  spoke  of  having  gone  and  helped  in  the  ar¬ 
rest  ;  Doctor  said  he  had  been  called  upon  evening  previous,  and  his 
assistance  requested  to  take  him ;  Doctor  said  he  went  there  to  advise 
Morgan  to  go  ;  not  that  he  was  asked  to  go  there  for  that  purpose;  he 
did’nt  say  who  called  on  him.  My  impression  is  he  declined  answer¬ 
ing  the  question,  as  to  who  called  on  him.  He  had  been  Morgan’s 
family  Physician.  The  time  Morgan  was  first  married,  I  believe  he 
was  Morgan’s  mother’s  family  Physician.  He  said  he  went  there  as  a 
friend,  to  advise  Morgan  to  go  to  the  Asylum.  I  don’t  think  the  subject 
as  to  the  other  parties  was  mentioned.  I  think  he  said  they  were  all  up 
in  the  room  with  Morgan  when  he  arrived  at  hotel,  and  that  he  went 
up  to  advise  with  him  as  a  Physician ;  he  went  there  to  advise,  and  no 
doubt  he  made  use  of  some  arguments  to  induce  him  to  go.  I  don’t 
recollect  as  to  his  telling  us  of  what  transpired  there.  I  think  the 
Doctor  said  he  had  no  responsibility  in  the  matter,  and  went  there 
merely  to  advise  with  him ;  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  matter 
until  the  evening  before  his  arrest.  I  don’t  recollect  that  Morgan  asked 
him  who  was  present.  I  was  under  the  impression  that  he  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  whole  of  them,  and  if  he  had  said  he  was  unac¬ 
quainted  with  them,  I  would  have  recollected  it. 

Cross-examined  hy  Mr.  Williams. 

I  have  lived  in  Poltsville  about  nineteen  years ;  that  the  place  of  my 
residence  and  business  during  that  time.  I  come  to  Philadelphia  at  no 
regular  stated  times  ;  sometimes  three  or  four  times,  sometimes  twelve 
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times,  and  sometimes  once  or  twice ;  in  1836,  here  for  six  weeks.  My 
business  frequently  calls  me  down. 

By  Mr,  Griscom, 

1  am  certain  Dr.  said  he  believed  Morgan  to  be  crazy  yet,  two  or 
three  times. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr,  Williams, 

In  1846,  don’t  know  that  I  was  down  here  more  than  once  or  twice. 
In  1847,  ten  days  at  one  time.  In  1845,  four  or  five  times.  In  1844, 
don’t  recollect  how  often  down.  At  Morgan’s  house  four  or  five  times 
after  he  was  married ;  there  on  one  occasion,  afternoon  and  evening ; 
on  another  an  evening  ,*  and  used  to  call  frequently  when  down.  Mor¬ 
gan  visited  me  in  Pottsville  in  1841  or  1842,  I  think.  He  has  been 
there  since ;  since  his  discharge  from  the  Asylum ;  he  paid  two  visits 
about  1841.  Never  at  his  house  in  Bucks  County  ;  met  with  him  here 
two  or  three  times  while  he  lived  there :  sometimes  at  his  uncle  Webb’s  ; 
two  or  three  times  in  the  streets.  Unable  to  say  how  long  I  was  with 
him  at  his  uncle  Webb’s,  perhaps  one  or  two  hours.  I  have  had  busi¬ 
ness  transactions  with  him;  he  has  done  writing  fo,r  me;  about  1836 
or  1837.  Since  then  nothing  more  than  a  social  intercourse.  Those 
the  only  business  transactions  I  recollect. 

Mr.  Lippincott  stated  to  me  he  was  going  to  Frankford  to  visit  a  sick 
person  on  the  morning  of  his  arrest.  At  G.  M.  Elkinton’s,  he  observed 
he  did  go  on  to  the  Asylum  to  see  the  place.  He  said  he  was  going 
there  to  take  something  for  his  daughter ;  he  said  he  was  on  his  way 
to  the  stage  when  G.  M.  Elkinton  met  him;  he  said  that  G.  M.  El- 
kington  met  him,  and  asked  him  to  go  with  him  and  assist  taking  Mor¬ 
gan  ;  and  Elkinton  observed  that  he  might  as  well  go  with  them  and 
assist  in  the  arrest ;  he  said  he  knew  nothing  about  it  till  he  met  G. 
M.  Elkinton  there  in  the  street.  He  said  that  he  was  then  on  the  way 
to  the  stage  office  to  take  his  seat  in  the  stage.  My  impression  is,  I 
don’t  recollect  his  saying  he  had  nothing  to  do  in  this  matter. 

I  had  been  about  half  an  hour  at  Mrs.  Hinchman’s  when  Wm.  Biddle 
came  in,  longer,  I  guess.  Previous  to  Mr.  Biddle’s  coming  in  we  had 
had  a  conversation.  I  thought  we  were  not  likely  of  accomplishing 
anything  then,  and  was  going  to  leave,  when  Wm.  Biddle  came  in,  and 
observed  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  matter  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
was  determined  to  see  it  out ;  I  thought  there  was  not  much  use  in 
staying  longer,  and  we  then  left.  I  don’t  recollect  Samuel  Webb’s 
name  mentioned.  Don’t  recollect  her  saying  that  Mr.  Biddle  was  like 
a  son  to  her.  I  think  the  paper  was  not  a  whole  sheet. 

I  believe  I  saw  Mr.  Lippincott  at  his  house ;  I  think  I  did  not  go  to 
his  son-in-law’s  store.  Third  and  Willow ;  we  were  up  in  that  neigh¬ 
borhood.  We  passed  down  Willow  street  to  G.  M.  Elkinton’s.  I 
don’t  know  whether  Dr.  Kite  had  attended  Morgan  before  he  was  mar- 
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ried ;  I  believe  Dr.  Griscom  was  his  physician  at  one  time.  I  met  J. 
M.  Whitall  in  his  counting  room  in  Third  street.  He  did  not  state  who 
had  requested  him ;  my  impression  is,  he  did  not  tell  us  who  sent  for 
him, — he  said  he  was  requested  to  go  and  assist  in  the  arrest ;  he 
was  very  abrupt  in  what  he  said ;  that  he  had  done  it,  and  would  do 
so  again  under  a  request,  under  similar  circumstances. 

Mr.  Elkinton  said,  he  believed  Morgan’s  conduct  to  his  mother  was 
very  censurable ;  he  gave  that  as  an  excuse  for  sending  him  to  the  Asy¬ 
lum*  I  think  he  did  not  say  his  proceedings  were  destroying  her  life. 
Mr.  Richie  told  me  he  had  taken  the  list  to  the  Sheriff’s  office,  and  gave  it 
to  the  deputy  Sheriff ;  did  not  say  what  office ;  did  not  to  any  particu¬ 
lar  officer.  He  gave  it  to  the  deputy  Sheriff.  Morgan  lived  with  Mr. 
Webb  before  he  went  to  Weston  School,  and  after  he  came  back,  till 
he  was  of  age.  His  mother  teaches  school  for  her  maintenance ;  she 
maintains  herself  by  that,  and  respectably.  His  sister,  I  don’t  know 
how  she  maintains  herself.  Have  visited  them  frequently — don’t  know 
how  often.  I  think  I  should  know  her,  the  sister,  if  I  saw  her.  I  have 
not  been  to  Mrs.  Hinchman’s  house  for  five  or  six  years  since  last  July. 
Eliza  was  at  my  house  with  Morgan  in  1841  or  1842.  I  think  1  have 
not  seen  her  in  her  house  for  four  or  five  years;  had  seen  her  in  the 
streets  about  one  year  or  eighteen  months  since  July  ;  spoke  to  her  for 
about  ten  minutes.  I  don’t  remember  when  I  had  seen  the  sister  be¬ 
fore  ;  have  seen  her  at  Mrs.  Webb’s  last  July.  I  have  been  to  Eliza 
Hinchman’s  house  repeatedly  in  the  last  ten  years.  Don’t  know  my 
wife  ever  went  there  within  the  last  five  years.  Morgan  had  consulted 
counsel  before  we  paid  this  visit,  in  regard  to  his  suit  in  Bucks  County, 
I  don’t  know  whether  he  had  in  regard  to  this  suit.  I  believe  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Hinchman’s  property  had  been  accumulated  by 
her  own  exertions.  The  plaintiff  about  33  or  4  years  of  age ;  I  think 
he  has  been  married  nine  or  ten  years. 

Chirf. — I  believe  she  said  nothing  else  in  regard  to  the  paper. 

By  one  of  the  Jury, 

I  never  heard  of  any  insanity  in  the  family  of  the  Hinchman’s. 

Deposition  of  Mrs.  Eliza  H.  Fisher,  read  by  the  Plaintiff.  Prout 
same  ;  filed.  Taken  at  Pottsville,  March  12, 1849. 

Eliza  H.  Fisher,  a  witness,  produced  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,'  be¬ 
ing  duly  affirmed,  deposeth  as  follows : 

I  am  fifty-three  years  of  age.  I  am  the  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Fisher. 
I  have  been  sick  for  six  weeks,  and  am  unable  to  leave  the  house.  I 
am  now  recovering  my  health,  but  am  unable  to  attend  Court.  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  is  my  nephew  ;  he  is  my  brother’s  son.  I  have  known 
him  since  he  was  a  month  old.  I  saw  a  great  deal  of  him  until  he 
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moved  to  Bucks  county.  I  did  not  see  him  while  he  resided  in  Bucks 
county.  He  was  in  Pottsville  a  short  time  before  he  purchased  the 
farm  in  Bucks.  He  was  residing  in  my  family.  During  my  intercourse 
with  him,  I  did  not  discover  any  aberration  of  mind,  or  any  thing  like 
insanity.  His  wife  was  with  him.  When  I  was  in  Philadelphia  I  took 
tea  at  his  house.  I  called  there  several  times  and  saw  him  and  his 
wife,  and  they  called  upon  me.  He  was  kind  to  his  wife  and  child. 
I  never  saw  him  treat  her  unkindly,  or  any  thing  improper  in  his  con¬ 
duct  towards  her  ,*  he  was  remarkably  attentive.  I  heard  some  time  in 
March,  1847,  I  heard  Morgan  Hinchman  was  in  the  Asylum — my 
husband  informed  me.  I  never  heard  of  it  before.  I  went  to  the  city 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  him.  After  my  arrival  in  the  city,  I  called 
on  Dr.  Griscom,  one  of  the  defendants.  I  was  alone,  and  saw  him  in 
the  presence  of  his  wife  and  mother.  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  Morgan 
was  crazy  1 — he  said  it  was  moral  insanity.  I  asked  him  if  he  had 
done  any  thing  wrong,  or  had  behaved  unkind  in  any  way  1 — he  said 
that  Morgan  had  behaved  unkind  to  his  mother— that  he  had  heard 
this,  but  had  not  seen  it  himself.  T  told  him  I  had  heard  the  other  side, 
and  thought  the  mother  was  to  blame.  Plis  motther  always  desired  to 
dictate  to  him,  and  compel  his  obedience.  Dr.  Griscom  said  he  was 
the  first  person  who  suggested  to  her  that  Morgan  was  insane,  or  he 
would  not  have  treated  her  in  that  way.  The  thought  had  never  occur¬ 
red  to  his  mother,  of  his  being  insane,  until  he  suggested  it.  I  asked  if 
he  had  any  other  reason  for  supposing  Morgan  to  be  insane  1  He  said 
another  reason  was  that  he  was  wasting  his  property.  That  when  they 
went  to  take  him  to  the  Asylum  he  was  unwilling  to  go,  and  when  they 
were  putting  him  into  the  carriage,  he  attempted  to  make  his  escape 
by  jumping  over  the  tongue  of  the  wagon,  and  that  no  sane  man  would 
have  acted  in  that  way.  He  said  he  had  not  seen  Morgan  for  many 
months,  until  he  went  to  the  tavern  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the 
persons  who  were  about  take  Morgan,  to  persuade  him  to  go.  He  gave 
as  another  reason  for  thinking  him  insane,  that  while  he  was  attending 
Morgan’s  mpther,  Morgan  came  there,  asked  when  he  came  down 
stairs,  how  his  mother  was?  The  Doctor  replied  that  she  was  quite  ill. 
Morgan  then  said,  she  ought  to  give  up  her  school.  The  Doctor 
replied,  that  she  kept  school  from  necessity  to  support  her  aged  mother, 
and  that  Morgan  said,  there  was  no  occasion  for  that,  that  she  had 
several  thousand  dollars  at  interest,  and  that  his  grandmother  had  suf¬ 
ficient  to  support  her.  The  Doctor  said  he  thought  this  was  false,  and 
that  Morgan  was  insane  because  he  made  those  remarks.  He  gave  no 
other  reason  for  believing  him  insane.  This  was  the  only  time  I  saw 
Doctor  Griscom.  Several  days  afterwards,  I  went  with  my  brother, 
Benjamin  Hinchman,  to  visit  Morgan  at  the  Asylum,  We  went  in  and 
saw  Philip  Garrett — ^we  asked  to  see  Morgan  ;  he  went  out  and  returned 
again,  and  about  fifteen  minutes  afterwards  Morgan  came  in.  We 


asked  Mr.  Garrett  how  Morgan  had  conducted  himself  since  he  had 
been  in  the  Asylum  ?  He  replied  that  he  had  seen  but  little  of  him,  as 
he  (Philip  Garrett),  had  been  sick  for  several  weeks,  and  referred  us 
to  the  Doctor  for  information.  I  do  not  know  who  the  Doctor  was. 
I  recollect  now,  it  was  Dr.  Worthington.  Before  the  Doctor  came  in, 
the  only  reason  Mr.  Garrett  gave  for  thinking  him  insane  was,  that  he 
kept  writing  letters  to  his  friends,  and  thought  he  was  too  much  excited 
the  day  before  we  came  there,  when  his  mother  and  some  of  those  who 
assisted  in  taking  him  there,  came  there  to  see  him.  He  gave  no  other 
reason  for  thinking  him  insane.  This  conversation  was  before  Dr. 
Worthington  came  in.  Dr.  Worthington  said,  that  it  was  evidently 
moral  insanity,  and  explained  in  terms  that  I  do  not  recollect ;  but  in  my 
opinion,  his  explanation  did  not  amount  to  anything.  When  Morgan 
came  in,  the  conversation  stopped  respecting  him.  Morgan  and  my 
brother  then  went  to  walk  on  the  grounds.  While  they  were  gone. 
Dr.  Worthington  said,  that  the  confinement  had  been  of  service  to 
Morgan’s  health.  That  he  applied  himself  too  closely  to  business,  and 
had  injured  his  health  previous  to  his  being  taken  there,  but  that  he 
was  now  better, and  that  his  friends,  he  supposed,  would  not  keep  him 
there  much  longer.  Mr.  Garrett  also  made  a  similar  remark.  I  had 
some  conversation  with  Morgan  while  there ;  he  appeared  perfectly 
rational,  and  was  very  much  affected.  From  my  previous  intercourse 
with  Morgan,  and  what  I  saw  of  him  that  day,  I  believe  he  was  a  sane 
man  at  that  time.  I  saw  nothing  like  insanity  at  that  visit;  he  con¬ 
versed  and  acted  rationally.  He  conversed  rationally  about  the  death 
of  his  child,  his  confinement  there,  and  his  business  generally.  I 
returned  home  next  day,  and  in  June  last,  I  went  with  Mr.  Fisher  to 
Germantown  ;  he  went  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  Morgan  and  his  wife — Mrs.  Hinchman  then  lived  with 
her  sister,  Elizabeth  Shoemaker.  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  remained  in 
the  room  during  the  whole  time.  She  said  he  had  sacrificed  some 
Bank  stock  by  selling  it  below  par,  and  that  then  it  was  more  valuable. 
She  was  willing  that  Morgan  should  come  and  live  there  with  his  wife, 
but  was  not  willing  for  him  to  take  her  away  to  any  home  he  might 
provide  for  her.  She  said  she  knew  that  Morgan  was  to  be  taken  to 
the  Asylum  ;  that  it  had  been  talked  of  for  some  time ;  she  did  not  say 
by  whom  ;  said  she  thought  Morgan  had  been  crazy  ever  since  he  was 
married.  Morgan  came  to  visit  us  in  Pottsville  after  he  left  the  Asy¬ 
lum,  and  remained  here  four  or  five  weeks.  I  have  seen  him  several 
times  since.  Our  intercourse  has  been  such  as  is  usual  between  rela¬ 
tives.  From  this  intercourse,  and  from  my  previous  knowledge,  I 
believe  Morgan  to  be  a  sane  man,  and  that  he  always  has  been  sane. 
I  never  observed  any  thing  before  or  since  his  confinement,  either  in 
his  conversation  or  actions,  to  induce  me  to  believe  him  to  be  insane, 
or  to  suspect  it. 
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Cross-examined  hy  E,  0.  Tarry. — Previous  to  Morgan’s  moving  to 
Bucks  county,  I  usually  visited  Philadelphia  about  once  a  year,  and 
spend  about  a  month  at  a  time,  and  usually  saw  Morgan  every  day, 
and  he  paid  several  visits  to  us,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  Dr.  Gris- 
com  said  he  was  the  first  person  who  suggested  to  Morgan’s  mother 
that  he  was  insane.  That  she  had  never  thought  of  it,  and  that  it  was 
quite  a  shock  to  her.  Dr.  Griscom  said  he  did  advise  Morgan  to  be 
taken  to  the  Asylum ;  that  he  thought  it  would  benefit  him,  and  that 
when  he  was  taken,  he  did  persuade  him  to  go  peaceably.  Did  not 
Dr.  Griscom  say,  that  he  never  advised  any  one  to  place  Morgan  in 
the  Asylum,  and  that  he  was  not  asked  for  such  advice?  Answer — 
no,  he  did  not. 

ELIZA  H.  FISHER. 

Affirmed  and  Subscribed  before  me, 

Jacob  Reed,  Jr. 

Court  adjourned  till  10  o’clock  to-morrow,  Wednesday,  A.  M. 

Wednesday  morning,  14th  March,  10  o’clock. 

John  Eyer,  affirmed. 

Reside  in  Bucks  County,  Plumstead  Township,  at  a  town  called 
Dyerstown — born  there — about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Morgan’s 
farm.  Latter  part  of  1843,  (December,)  Samuel  Richie  and  Morgan 
put  up  with  our  family — said  they  were  brothers-in-law- — their  wives 
names  Shoemaker.  My  father  said  Shoemakers  and  Dyers  were  con¬ 
nected.  In  April,  1844,  was  in  habit  of  going  to  meeting  in  a  private 
way  through  Morgan’s  farm.  In  the  habit  of  seeing  him  once  a  week, 
while  he  was  there.  Morgan  invited  me  to  his  house  to  see  his  wife 
about  four  weeks  after  he  moved  there — introduced  me  to  his  wife  and 
children.  Spoke  to  his  wife  about  country  life.  In  the  two  years  or 
nine  months  he  lived  there,  I  saw  him  forty  or  fifty  times  a  year. 
Generally  saw  him  on  Sabbath,  as  I  went  to  meeting.  Had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  conversing  with  him  forty  or  fifty  times  a  year.  His  stock 
extraordinary  good — from  his  horses  down  to  his  poultry.  Saw  him 
in  all  kinds  of  business — biddies  and  pigs  of  same  size.  After  harvest 
in  1848,  went  across  the  fields,  hurried  to  Morgan  and  told  him  the 
cattle  were  fighting.  Never  saw  any  thing  strange,  crazy,  or  out  of 
the  way  about  Morgan.  His  farm  was  in  wonderful  fine  order.  He 
improved  the  neighborhood.  Saw  him  in  all  kinds  of  exercise.  Pretty 
soon  after  his  arrest,  I  heard  of  it ;  not  from  any  particular  source — not 
any  regular  communication.  About  one  week  or  ten  days  before  his 
arrest,  I  saw  him.  Then  I  had  no  suspicion  of  his  craziness.  Had  a 
crazy  cousin.  Been  with  two  or  three  crazy  persons.  Uncommon 
pleasant  man.  I  have  been  in  his  house  about  twelve  times — have 
seen  his  wife  three  or  four  times.  His  treatment  to  his  wife  and  chil- 
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dren  very  kind.  I  think  he  had  no  business  with  me.  Am  73,  nearly. 
When  in  the  house,  generally  in  the  kitchen  to  take  a  drink.  My  son- 
in-law  went  with  him  to  buy  the  place.  Price  not  above  par.  Saw 
none  of  defendants  after  his  arrest. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Gibbons. 

Have  been  in  the  kitchen  forty  times,  I  suppose.  Never  took  a 
meal  in  his  house.  Never  made  a  regular  visit  to  his  family.  Did 
not  see  Morgan  every  time  I  went  in  to  get  a  drink,  I  saw  Morgan 
as  often  as  once  a  week — conversed  with  him  mostly.  I  don’t  think 
we  ever  had  any  very  lengthy  conversation.  About  some  stock,  pigs, 
&c.,  I  was  about  buying — was  longest  conversation.  Would  not  stop 
to  talk  with  him  a  minute,  as  I  passed  to  meeting.  Have  met  him  at 
John  Good’s  vendue.  Short  conversation  with  him  there — not  much. 
Several  other  vendues  I  met  him  at.  I  can’t  say  how  much  an  acre 
he  gave.  About  110  acres.  ’Tis  said  he  gave  $6,800  for  the  farm. 
Morgan  and  my  son-in-law  told  me  the  price  when  they  came  back. 
They  looked  like  one  hundred  he-biddies,  same  color  and  same  size. 

William  H.  Johnson^  affirmed. 

Reside  in  Bucks  County,  Buckingham  Township,  four  miles  from 
Morgan  Hinchman’s  farm.  About  four  years  since  our  acquaintance 
commenced.  About  a  year  after  he  bought  his  farm,  I  knew  him. 
Am  a  farmer — have  lime-kilns — had  frequent  dealings  with  Morgan 
Hinchman  in  lime  burning — purchased  cattle  and  stock  often  from 
Morgan  Hinchman — he  purchased  lime  of  me.  Kept  running  accounts 
with  him.  Purchased  from  him  grain  on  several  occasions,  been  on 
his  farm  often — at  his  house  and  about  his  barn.  On  several  occa¬ 
sions  he  has  been  at  my  house.  I  saw  him  about  two  or  three  weeks 
before  his  arrest,  I  think.  No  distinct  recollection,  however.  It  must 
have  been  within  two  weeks  before  he  was  taken,  that  I  saw  him;  con¬ 
sidered  him  a  remarkably  shrewd  dealer.  Never  saw  any  thing  crazy, 
strange,  or  wrong  in  him.  He  managed  his  farm  well ;  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  seeing  his  crops  and  other  crops.  Considered  them  well 
managed.  He  was  quite  equal  to  the  best  farmers  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  worked  himself — drove  his  own  team.  The  last  time  I 
saw  him,  I  met  him  in  his  wagon,  perhaps  going  to  mill.  When  he 
was  taken,  I  owed  him  for  a  colt  that  I  had  purchased  of  him.  John 
D.  Michener  came  to  me  for  the  money,  after  his  arrest.  He  obtained 
lime  of  me,  which  was  to  be  the  consideration.  He  disposed  of  it  to 
a  person  living  at  some  distance.  Do  not  know  any  of  the  defendants 
personally,  I  have  seen  Morgan  at  his  house  with  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren.  Saw  him  on  one  occasion,  when  I  went  to  settle  a  bill.  Noth¬ 
ing  particular  about  his  treatment  to  his  wife  and  children.  Have  six 
kilns — farmers  come  there  at  all  times.  At  certain  times — busy  sea¬ 
sons,  farmers  come  there  til  night.  When  we  came  to  settlement,  I 
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compared  accounts  on  one  occasion — our  accounts  then  agreed  ex¬ 
actly.  No  receipts  between  Mr.  Michener  and  me:  I  might  have 
given  one  to  Michener. 

Cross-examined. — The  last  time  I  saw  Morgan,  had  no  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Morgan.  The  last  time  before  that  I  saw  him  w’as  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1846,  when  colt  dealt  for.  Don’t  recollect  when  I  saw  him 
before  that;  nor  when  1  conversed  with  him.  I  had  conversation  with 
him  about  stock ;  on  first  occasion,  first  winter  after  he  came  to  Bucks 
County.  Several  times  bought  stock  of  him.  Our  intercourse  con¬ 
fined  chiefly  to  our  dealings.  I  must  have  been  four  or  five  times  in 
his  house,  staid  fifteen  minutes  or  half  an  hour.  His  wife  present  on 
two  of  these  occasions.  Sometimes  1  saw  Morgan  as  he  hauled  lime. 
Spring  of  year,  (April,)  busy  season  for  hauling  lime.  Morgan  once 
in  my  debt,  as  I  before  alluded  to,  when  there  was  a  small  balance 
coming  to  me,  about  $2.  Have  written  frequent  letters  about  this  mat¬ 
ter — written  one  letter  to  Mr.  Price.  My  knowledge  of  these  circum¬ 
stances,  I  got  from  Morgan  and  the  neighbours.  Never  observed  any 
thing  peculiar  about  his  horses  at  the  lime  kiln.  On  some  occasions 
managed  his  horses  well,  where  there  was  considerable  difficulty.  Did 
not  attend  Morgan’s  meeting ;  belonged  to  different  branch.  Morgan’s 
farm  about  four  miles  from  John  Watson.  I  don’t  recollect  of  ever 
mentioning  to  any  one  that  Morgan  might  be  thought  crazy,  from  the 
way  he  treated  his  horses,  by  any  one  that  did  not  know  him. 

Rebecca  Smithy  affirmed. 

Daughter  of  Mayland  Smith — lived  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
M.  Hinchman’s  farm.  The  farms  adjoin.  Often  been  at  Morgan’s  house, 
and  he  at  ours,  a  great  many  times.  My  father’s  family  and  his  inti¬ 
mate — his  wife  been  with  him  at  my  father’s  house  and  been  there 
when  he  was  not  there.  His  manner  to  his  wife  and  family  was  kind 
and  attentive,  as  far  as  I  saw.  I  have  conversed  with  Morgan  fre¬ 
quently.  Never  observed  any  thing  crazy,  strange,  or  out  of  the  way 
about  him.  I  think  I  should  have  seen  any  strangeness,  had  such 
occurred — lived  there  all  the  time  Morgan  lived  there.  My  mother, 
Deborah  Smith,  indisposed,  and  unable  to  attend  Court.  My  mother 
has  had  the  palsy — not  able  to  come  so  far  as  Philadelphia. 

Cross-examined. — The  opportunities  spoken  of  were  from  his  con¬ 
versations.  From  any  thing  I  observed,  nothing  strange  about  him. 
In  the  habit  of  seeing  Morgan  once  a  week,  but  did  not  converse  with 
him  often — spent  several  evenings  with  him — he  has  been  at  our  house. 
Never  met  him  any  where  but  at  bis  house  and  my  father’s,  except 
went  to  meeting  with  him  once  in  his  carriage.  My  mother  has  been 
sick  about  three  months — had  a  spell  of  sickness  this  winter — able  now 
to  go  about  her  home,  and  a  few  miles  from  home.  Not  out  from 
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home,  on  foot,  since  she  was  sick.  Did  not  go  to  the  same  meeting 
with  Morgan,  except  once. 

Deposition  of  Deborah  Smith,  read  by  Mr.  William  B.  Reed.  Front 
same. 

Deborah  Smith,  affirmed,  for  the  Plaintiff  saiih  : 

That  she  is  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  in  a  very  poor  state  of  health 
at  present.  I  reside  in  Plumsted  township,  on  the  farm  adjoining  that 
of  Morgan  Hinchman’s — have  resided  there  about  eight  years.  I  have 
known  Morgan  Hinchman  nearly  five  years,  (Samuel  Richie,  one  of 
the  defendants,  objects  to  witness  asking  her  daughter  when  Morgan 
Hinchman  moved  up.)  Witness  saith :  that  she  recollected  of  her  own 
mind,  that  it  is  five  years  since  Morgan  Hinchman  first  came  up.  I 
remember  that  Morgan  Hinchman  came  here  with  Thomas  Brown,  in 
the  winter  before  he  bought  the  farm.  1  was  well  acquained  with 
Morgan  Hinchman  and  his  wife,  and  saw  a  good  deal  of  them.  I  saw 
them  frequently,  separately  and  together.  I  visited  them  and  they 
visited  us  as  neighbours,  but  not  very  frequently.  1  am  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  an  elder.  I  passed  through  the  lane  and 
farm  of  Morgan  Hinchman  in  going  to  meeting,  commonly  twice  a 
week.  I  sometimes  saw  him  at  work  ;  I  believe  he  was  industrious, 
and  attended  well  to  his  business.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  mind,  for 
any  thing  I  know  ;  from  my  own  knowledge,  I  had  no  doubt  of  the 
soundness  of  his  mind.  Morgan  Hinchman  and  his  wife  took  tea  with 
me,  several  times  during  the  winter  of  ’46.  I  often  met  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  and  his  wife  as  I  was  going  to  meeting.  When  I  saw  Morgan 
Hinchman  and  his  wife  together,  his  treatment  towards  her  was  kind 
and  gentle.  I  never  knew  of  any  other  treatment  but  that  of  kindness. 
I  was  very  well  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Hinchman,  For  any  thing  I 
know,  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  happy  and  contented  in  the  marriage  and 
domestic  state — every  thing  seemed  comfortable  around  her,  and  very 
nice.  If  Mr.  Hinchman  had  been  insane,  and  had  treated  his  wife 
badly,  I  think  it  is  likely  I  should  have  known  of  it.  I  think  Mr.  Hinch¬ 
man  was  in  very  good  standing  among  his  neighbours.  I  do  not  know 
much  about  the  crops  ;  he  raised  good  crops  for  any  thing  I  know.  I 
believe  his  farm  was  very  valuable.  I  know  Jacob  Heston,  Jr.  Mr. 
Heston’s  health  has  been  poor  for  several  years  ;  he  has  been  afflicted 
with  fits  for  many  years.  I  know  Samuel  Richie,  one  of  the  defend¬ 
ants  here  present,  I  know  that  Mr.  Richie  assisted  in  taking  posses¬ 
sion  of  Mr.  Hinchman’s  farm  and  goods,  shortly  after  he  was  kidnap¬ 
ped.  I  know  that  Mr.  Richie  offered  to  sell  some  of  Mr.  Hinchman’s 
goods.  Jacob  Heston  and  family,  expressed  to  me  their  confidence  in 
Mr,  Hinchman,  and  I  knew  they  were  satisfied  with  the  security  for 
money  which  Mr.  Hinchman  had  of  them.  My  son,  now  present,  is 
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married  to  Jacob  Heston’s  daughter,'  and  she  is  also  present — I,  there¬ 
fore,  frequently  visited  Heston’s  family. 

Cross-examined  by  Defendants. — I  cannot  tell  exactly  when  Thomas 
Brown  came  here  with  Morgan  Hinchman — it  was  the  winter  he 
bought  the  farm.  I  cannot  tell  when  Morgan  bought  the  farm  ;  about 
the  Quarterly  Meeting,  at  Wrightstown.  I  heard  often  that  he  bought 
the  farm.  Morgan  and  his  wife  took  tea  here  together.  I  do  not  know 
whether  more  than  once,  during  the  winter  of  ’46.  I  am  not  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Society  of  Friends  that  he  is ;  I  mean  the  same  meeting. 

Re-examined  by  Plaintiffs, — We  always  thought  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  had  bought  the  farm  of  Thomas  Brown — we  always  understood 
so.  I  never  heard  any  thing  else. 

DEBORAH  SMITH. 

Affirmed  and  Subscribed  before 
me,  Dec.  19,  1848. 

Samuel  W.  Preston,  J.  P. 

Plaintiff  offers  in  evidence  the  record  of  the  Heston  suit — prout 
Jacob  Heston  vs.  Morgan  Hinchman. 

Above  record  accordingly  read  by  Mr.  Reed,  (prout  same.) 


Record  of  Suit. 
Jacob  Heston 
vs. 

Morgan  Hinchman. 


Ct.  Com.  Pleas  Bucks  Co. 
February  Term,  1844. 
No.  266. 

D.  S.  B. 


Warrant  of  Attorney  in  the  usual  form,  reciting  an  obligation  bear¬ 
ing  date  April  1st,  1844,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  condi¬ 
tioned  for  payment  of  one  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  at  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1846. 

‘‘Signed,”  MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Witnessed  by 

John  G.  Michener, 

John  Fox. 


Endorsed.  266,  February  Term,  1844. 

Jacob  Heston  1 

vs.  >  J‘.  B. 

Morgan  Hinchman.  ) 

Filed  April  1st,  1844. 

And  judgment. 

W.  D.  RUCKMAN,  Prothonotary. 
Received  fees  of  defendant,  8l  12f . 


Writ  of  fieri  facias  in  common  form,  tested  November  2nd,  1846, 
returnable  February  1, 1847  ;  commanding  Sheriff  to  cause  to  be  levied 
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of  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  as 
well  a  certain  debt  of  $1,000;  which  Jacob  Heston  lately  recovered 
&c,  as  $4  37i  costs. 

On  the  margin  is  written 

Real  debt,  $1,000. 


Interest  from  April  1,  1846. 


Pro.  H., 

• 

-  $  12i 

Cr.,  - 

. 

12J 

Attorney, 

- 

3  00 

T.  &  E.,  - 

■  - 

1  12i 

4  37i 

Fi.  Fa., 

- 

50 

F.  &  L.j  - 

• 

50 

Endorsed.  No.  31,  February  Term,  1847. 

Jacob  Heston  J 

vs.  >  Fi.  Fa. 

Morgan  Hinchman  y 

J.  G.  MICHENER,  Attorney. 

Levied  on  personal  property  as  per  inventory.  So  answers, 

CHARLES  H.  MANN,  Sheriff. 

$1  48,  received  January  12th,  at  eleven  minutes  past  9  o’clock,  A. 
M.,  1847. 

CHARLES  H.  MANN,  Sheriff. 
January  14,  1847,  now  to  the  use  of  Ed.  Richie. 

To  the  Judges  within  named. 

I  do  certify  that  by  virtue  of  the  within  writ,  I  have  levied  and  taken 
in  execution  four  horses,  one  colt,  thirteen  head  of  cattle,  one  sow, 
fourteen  shoats,  twenty  fat  sheep,  lot  poultry,  three  wagons,  one  car¬ 
riage,  hay  wagon,  cart,  thrashing  machine,  and  horse  power  straw 
cutter,  corn  sheller,  sleigh,  sled,  ploughs,  harrows,  cultivator,  horse 
rakes,  harness,  hams,  shoulders,  pickled  pork ;  also  household  goods, 
kitchen  furniture,  and  all  other  goods  and  chattels  not  exempt;  as  the 
property  of  the  defendant  within  named,  which  remain  in  my  hands 
unsold  for  want 'of  buyers.  So  answers, 

CHARLES  H.  MANN,  Sheriff. 

\ 

Venditioni  Exponas, — tested  February  1, 1847,  commanding  Sheriff 
to  sell  goods  and  chattels  described  in  return  to  the  fi.  fa ;  returnable 
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the  26th  of  April,  1847 ;  (plaintiff  is  named  as  “Jacob  Heston,  now 
to  the  use  of  Edward  Richie.”) 

Endorsed  No.  4,  April  Term,  1847. 'I  Ven.  Ex., 
Jacob  Heston,  now  to  the  I  to  sell 
use  of  Edward  Richie,  goods  as 
vs,  I  per  in- 

Morgan  Hinchman.  J  ventory. 

CHARLES  E.  DU  BOIS,  Attorney. 

Sheriff  for  debt,  interest  and  costs,  as  per  receipt  in  Docket.  So 
answers 

CHARLES  H.  MANN,  Sheriff. 


Docket  Entries. 


Judgment  Docket,  page  253. 

Jacob  Heston,  'j  No.  266,  February 

January  14th,  1847,  now  to  the  use  of  I  Term,  1844. 

Edward  Richie,  J-  Judgment  Bond, 

vs.  I  Entered  April  1,  1844, 

Morgan  Hinchman.  J  in  the  penal  sum  of  82,000. 


Du  Bois,  -  • 


Pro  H.  -  - 

Cr.,  -  -  - 
Attorney,  -  - 

T.  &  E.,  -  - 


Fi.Fa.,  -  - 
T.  &  L.  -  - 

Sheriff  on  fi.  fa, 
Ven.  Ex., 


Execution  Docket,  February  16th. 

4  Jacob  Heston,  now  -j  ^ 

to  the  use  of  -n,  ;  ,,  . 

Edward  Richie,  I  ‘  8°°^® 

VS.  I 

M.  Hinchman.  J 


83 

1 


12i 

12i 

00 

I2h 


37i 

50 

50 

48 

75 


as  per  inventory 
returned  on  Fi.  Fa. 


Real  debt,  81,000. 

Interest  from  April  1st,  1846. 
Sheriff  for  debt;  interest  and  costs. 


Mr.  Reed  now  proposes  to  offer  in  evidence  the  Record  in  Bucks 
county.  The  original  papers,  Commonwealth  ex.  rel.  vs.  Hinchman. 

Mr.  Williams  objects  to  Mr.  Reed’s  offering  a  part  of  the  Record. 

Judge,  decides  that  the  whole  Record  be  offered,  and  that  plaintiff  can 
read  what  part  they  please,  and  the  defendants  also  the  part  they 
please.  Subject  to  exception. 

The  plaintiffs  offer  the  Record. 

The  plaintiff  now  offers  an  exemplification  of  the  whole  record,  except 
the  depositions. 


60 


I 


Mr.  Williams  objects,  that  such  is  not  the  whole  record. 

Objection  overruled. 

Mr.  Williams  excepts  to  decision  of  Court,  and  exception  noted. 

Mr.  Reed  reads  original  Record,  prout  same. 

To  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common,  Fleas  of  the  County  of  Bucks: 

The  Petition  of  Eliza  W.  Hinchman,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
respectfully  represents  :  That  she  is  a  citizen  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  the  mother  of  Morgan  Hinchman  of  Bucks  county,  who  is  now 
under  restraint  at  the  Friends’  Asylum,  near  F'rankford,  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  county,  and  cannot  be  conveniently  removed  to  the  place  of  his 
residence.  That  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  has  become  a  lunatic, 
and  of  unsound  mind  ;  by  reason  whereof,  he  is  incapable  of  taking 
care  of  himself,  and  of  managing  his  estate ;  that  he  is  seized  or 
possessed  of  real  and  personal  property,  and  has  three  children. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  pra3’^s  the  Court  to  appoint  a  Commis¬ 
sioner,  and  issue  a  precept  to  him,  directing  him  to  proceed  in  the  man¬ 
ner  heretofore  used  in  cases  of  persons  non  compos  mentis,  and  to  in¬ 
quire  whether  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  be  a  lunatic,  and  such  other 
matters  as  required  to  be  inquired  into  by  law,  in  such  case ;  the  said 
Inquisition  to  be  executed  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  do  all 
such  further  things  as  are  required  by  law  in  the  premises. 

ELIZA  W.  HINCHMAN. 

County  of  Philadelphia,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  an  Alderman  of  the  County  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  the  above  named  Eliza  W.  Hinchman,  who  being  affirmed,  saith 
the  matters  set  forth  in  the  above  petition  are  true  to  the  best  of  her 
knowledge  and  belief. 

ELIZA  W.  HINCHMAN. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me,  > 
this  9th  day  of  January,  1847.  ^ 

Geo.  W.  Ash,  Alderman. 

February  1, 1847,  The  Court  appointed  John  D.  Michener  Commis¬ 
sioner,  on  the  within  petition,  &c.  S.  A.  S. 

Endorsed  February  Term,  1847. 

Petition  for  Commission. 

Morgan  Hinchman  a  Lunatic. 

Bucks  County,  ss. 

The  Commonvjealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  John  D.  Michener,  Greeting: 
[seal.] 

Whereas,  we  have  been  informed  in  our  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  County  of  Bucks,  that  Morgan  Flinchman  of  the  County  of  Bucks, 
who  is  now  under  restraint  at  the  Friends’  Asylum,  near  Frankford,  in 
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Philadelphia  county,  now  is  a  lunatic,  and  we  being  willing  to  be  more 
fully  satisfied  of  the  state  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  in  the  pre¬ 
mises,  have  appointed,  and  do  hereby  appoint,  authorize  and  command 
you,  that  at  such  certain  day  and  place,  as  you  shall  think  fit,  you 
diligently  enquire,  by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  six  good  and  lawful 
men  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  by  whom  the  truth  of  the  matter 
may  be  better  known  whether  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  is  a  lunatic 
or  not,  and  if  you  find  him  to  be  a  lunatic,  then  how  long  he  hath  been 
so,  and  if  he  enjoys  lucid  intervals,  and  what  lands  and  tenements, 
goods  and  chattels,  he  was  seized  or  possessed  of,  or  entitled  to,  at  the 
time  of  his  becoming  a  lunatic,  and  the  value  thereof,  and  whether  he 
hath  since  aliened,  or  disposed  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  to 
whom,  and  how  old  he  is,  and  who  are  his  heirs,  or  next  of  kin,  and 
the  ages  of  the  said  heirs,  or  next  of  kin,  respectively. 

And  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  we  do  authorise  and  empower  you  to 
issue,  under  your  hand  and  seal,  all  such  writs  of  venire,  subpoena  and 
habeas  corpus,  as  to  you  shall  seem  necessary  and  proper,  and  to  en¬ 
force  obedience  to  the  same,  and  to  all  necessary  orders  and  rules  in 
the  premises,  as  fully  as  our  said  Court  may  lawfully  do,  and  the  In¬ 
quisition  so  to  be  made,  you  are  to  return  to  our  said  Court,  on  or 
before  the  26th  day  of  April  next,  under  your  hand  and  seal,  and  the 
hands  and  seals  of  those  by  whom  you  shall  make  that  Inquisition  and 
this  Commission. 

Witness,  David  Krause,  Esq.,  President  of  our  said  Court  at  Doyles- 
town,  the  4th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1847. 

JAMES  G.  HIBBS,  Proihonotary, 

Endorsed,  No.  2,  April  T.,  1847. 

Commonwealth  of  Penna,  ex.  rel.  Eliza  W.  Hinchman  vs.  Morgan 
Hinchman.  Commission  de  lunatico  directed  to  John  D.  Michener. 

Du  Bois,  Attorney. 

April  27,  1847,  conPd.  nisi.  Lloyd  Mifflin  appointed  committee  of 
person  and  estate  of  defendant;  to  give  security  in  84,000,  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  one  Judge  of  Court. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia^  Greeting  : — 

I  command  you,  that  you  cause  to  come  and  appear  before  John  D, 
Michener,  (a  Commissioner,  by  virtue  of  a  commission  in  nature  of  a 
writ  de  lunatico  inquirendo,  under  the  seal  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
and  directed  to  the  said  John  D.  Michener,  to  inquire  whether  Morgan 
Hinchman,  late  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  and  now  under  restraint  in 
the  Friends’  Asylum,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  be  non  compos 
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mentis  or  not,)  six  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia, 
by  whom  the  truth  of  the  matter  may  be  better  known,  on  the  fifth  day 
of  February,  by  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  at  the 
Friends’  Asylum,  for  persons  deprived  of  their  reason,  near  Frankford, 
County  of  Philadelphia,  then  and  there  upon  their  respective  oaths  and 
affirmations,  to  inquire  whether  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  is  non 
compos  mentis  or  not,  and  of  all  such  other  matters  and  things  as  shall 
be  given  them  in  charge,  by  virtue  of  the  said  commission ;  and  hereof 
fail  not  at  your  peril. 

Witness  the  said  John  D.  Michener,  at  the  Township  of - ,  in 


the  County  of  Bucks,  the  fifth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1847. 

JOHN  D.  MICHENER. 


To  the  Commissioner  within  Named, 


I  hereby  certify,  that  in  obedience  to  the  within  precept,  I  summoned 
the  following  jurors  to  be  and  appear  at  the  time  and  place  within 
specified. 


Edward  H.  Bonsall, 
Mordecai  L.  Davison, 
William  Biddle, 


Francis  Jordan, 
James  G.  Gibson, 
Edwin  Lelar. 


HENRY  LELAR,  Sheriff. 


Philadel'phia.^  February  5,  1847. 

Inquisition  taken  at  the  Friends’  Asylum,  near  Frankford,  in  the 
County  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  before  John  D.  Michener,  Commissioner  by  virtue  of 
a  commission  under  the  seal  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Bucks 
County,  bearing  date  the  fourth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  and  directed  to  John  D.  Michener,  to  inquire  among  other 
things,  whether  Morgan  Hinchman,  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  now  un¬ 
der  restraint  in  said  Asylum,  be  a  lunatic  or  not,  upon  the  oaths  of 
James  G.  Gibson  and  Edwin  Lelar — and  the  solemn  affirmations  of 
Mordecai  L.  Dawson,  William  Biddle,  Edward  H.  Bonsall  and  Francis 
Jordan,  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  who  being 
respectively  sworn  or  affirmed,  and  charged  to  inquire  of  the  premises, 
on  their  oaths  and  affirmations  aforesaid,  respectively  do  say,  that  the 
^aforesaid  Morgan  Hinchman  is,  at  the  time  of  taking  this  inquisition, 
a  lunatic,  and  hath  been  a  lunatic  since  eighteen  months  last  past,  and 
doth  not  enjoy  lucid  intervals,  and  was  seised  at  the  time  he  became  a 
lunatic,  of  a  farm  in  Plumstead  Township,  Bucks  County,  of  110 
acres,  worth  $6,500,  and  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  $4,500 ;  a  three 
story  brick  house  in  Marshall  street,  in  Philadelphia  County,  worth 
$4,000,  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  $3,300  ;  a  three  story  brick  house  in 
Thirteenth  street,  near  Green  street,  worth  $3,000,  subject  to  $1,600 ; 
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and  three  small  houses  on  Wood  street  and  Callowhill  street,  subject  to 
a  ground  rent  to  value. 

And  the  jurors  aforesaid,  do  further  find,  upon  their  oaths  and  affirm¬ 
ations  aforesaid,  that  the  said  Morgan  is  of  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
that  he  has  living  a  wife,  Margaretta  S.  Hinchman,  of  the  age  of 
twenty -eight  years,  and  children,  Charles  S.  Hinchman,  aged  six  years, 
John  W.  Hinchman,  aged  four  years,  Walter  Hinchman,  aged  two 
years,  his  heirs  and  next  of  kin,  that  he  has  not  disposed  of  said  pro¬ 
perty  within  eighteen  months  last  past. 

In  testimony  whereof,  as  well  the  Commissioner  as  the  jurors  afore¬ 
said,  have  to  this  inquisition  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

JOHN  D.  MICHENER,  l.  s. 

E.  H.  Bonsall,  [Seal.]  Francis  Jordan,  [Seal.] 

M.  L.  Dawson,  [Seal.]  James  G.  Gibson,  [Seal.] 

William  Biddle,  [Seal.]  Edwin  Lelar.  [Seal.] 

Endorsed,  2  April  T.,  1847. 

Inquisition  on  Morgan  Hinchman,  April  27,  1847.  Confirmed  Nisi. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Lloyd  Mifflin,  of  German¬ 
town,  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  of  the  County  of  Montgomery,  and  George 
Stewardson,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  are  held  and  firmly  bound 
unto  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  which  payment  well  and 
truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  each  of  us,  our  and  each  of  our 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed 
with  our  seals,  and  dated  April  30th,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-seven. 

Whereas,  by  an  inquisition  held  on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1847,  Morgan  Hinchman,  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  was  confined  in 
the  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  Frankford,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  was 
found  a  lunatic,  or  non  compos  mentis,  unable  and  unfit  to  govern  him¬ 
self  or  manage  his  affairs,  which  said  inquisition  has  been  returned 
and  confined  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Bucks  County,  and 
the  said  Lloyd  Mifflin  appointed  committee  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
Morgan  Hinchman. 

Now,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said  Lloyd 
Mifflin,  committee  as  aforesaid,  shall  do,  well  and  faithfully  execute 
and  perform  all  and  singular,  the  duties  appertaining  to  his  said  office, 
of  committee  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  then  the  above  obligation  to  be 
void,  or  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

LLOYD  MIFFLIN,  [seal.] 

THOMAS  WISTAR,  Jr.,  [seal.] 

GEORGE  STEWARDSON,  [seal.] 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 

C.  E.  Du  Bois. 
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BrcKs  County,  ss, 

Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.  and  George  Stewardson,  being  duly  affirmed 
according  to  law,  say,  that  they  are  worth  four  thousand  dollars,  after 
payment  of  all  their  just  debts  and  responsibilities. 

THOMAS  WISTAR,  Jr., 
GEORGE  STEWARDSON. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  in  open 
Court,  April  30,  1847. 

James  G.  Hibbs,  Prothonotary, 

Filed  May  1st,  1847. 

* 

To  the  Honourable  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 

Bucks  County, 

The  petition  of  Morgan  Hinchman  respectfully  represents :  That 
your  petitioner  was  a  farmer,  a  resident  of  said  county,  and  left  his 
home  in  January  last,  and  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  with  a  load  of 
marketing,  which  he  disposed  of  on  the  following  day,  then  collected 
some  rent,  and  attended  to  other  business.  That  on  the  next  morning, 
while  at  the  public  house  of  Butz  &  Shroyer,  or  Red  Lion  Hotel,  in 
Second  street,  where  he  lodged,  he  was  violently  and  unlawfully  ar¬ 
rested,  without  warrant  or  authority,  by  several  persons,  and  forcibly 
taken  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  near  Frankford,  in  this  state,  and  there 
detained  until  about  the  seventh  of  July  last  past,  which  said  arrest 
and  detention  some  of  his  captors  stated  was  occasioned  by  reason  of 
his  being  insane.  To  this  charge  the  petitioner  now  interposes  his  so¬ 
lemn  declaration  of  its  utter  want  of  foundation,  and  affirms  that  he 
has  always  been  of  sound  mind  and  perfect  memory  ,*  has  ever  since  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  been  engaged  in  the  laborious  pursuits 
of  life,  and  on  some  occasions  held  and  faithfully  discharged  the  duties 
of  important  trusts. 

He  further  represents,  that  shortly  after  his  arrest  some  of  those 
persons  who  participated  in  it,  without  right  entered  upon  his  farm  in 
Plumstead  Township,  in  this  county,  seized  upon  a  portion  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  estate  and  disposed  of  it.  Subsequently  to  this,  to  wit,  at  the 
last  February  Term  of  this  Court,  an  application  was  presented  to  your 
Honours  for  a  commission  of  lunacy  against  your  petitioner,  (which 
application  is  believed  not  to  be  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Act  of 
Assembly,)  upon  which  application  one  John  D.  Michener,  of  this 
county  was  appointed  the  Commissioner.  On  the  day  after  his  ap¬ 
pointment  issued  his  precept  to  the  Sheriff  of  Philadelphia  County  ; 
whereupon  the  said  Sheriff  proceeded  at  once  to  summon  an  inquest  of 
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SIX  men,  three  of  whom,  or  a  portion,  at  least,  of  said  inquest  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  nominated  to  the  Sheriff  by  persons  active  in  his 
arrest  and  instrumental  in  the  proceeding,  and  were  otherwise  objec¬ 
tionable  to  your  petitioner,  which  said  inquest  was  brought  together  on 
the  same  day,  being  the  day  after  the  commission  issued  and  without 
previous  notice  to  him,  without  notice  to  his  relations,  friends,  or  neigh¬ 
bours,  who  might  be  supposed  to  have  an  interest  in  seeing  that  he  had 
an  impartial  trial,  and  in  total  disregard  of  his  urgent  solicitations  that 
he  might  be  enabled  to  communicate  with  such  relatives  and  friends, 
or  employ  counsel,  his  case  was  thus  secretly  disposed  of  by  a  finding 
that  he  was  of  unsound  mind,  or  a  lunatic,  and  had  been  a  lunatic  for 
eighteen  months  then  last  past,  and  did  not  enjoy  lucid  intervals.  He 
was  therefore  kept  under  restraint  as  is  previously  stated,  at  a  distance 
of  more  than  twenty  miles  from  his  home,  out  of  the  county  of  his 
residence,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  many  of  his  near  relatives  in 
Philadelphia,  and  has  had  no  previous  opportunity  to  make  this  appli¬ 
cation.  He  therefore,  now  prays  the  Court,  for  the  reasons  already 
assigned  and  these  hereto  subjoined,  to  quash,  supersede,  and  annul  the 
said  proceedings  had  against  him,  or  to  grant  a  rule  to  show  cause 
why  the  same  shall  not  be  quashed,  superseded,  and  annulled. 

And  he,  &c. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Exceptions. 

1.  The  Petition  of  the  Commission  should  have  been  accompanied 
by  “  affidavits.” 

2.  The  Inquest  should  have  been  held  in  the  county  of  Bucks. 

3.  The  proceedings  against  him,  was  the  result  of  an  unwarrantable 
combination  of  persons. 

4.  It  was  conducted  in  violation  of  his  rights  as  a  citizen  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Bucks  County,  ss. 

Morgan  Hinchman  being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law,  says  the 
matters  stated  in  the  foregoing  petition  and  exceptions,  are  just  and 
true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  befoi*e  me,  > 

September  10th,  1847.  ^ 

James  Gilkyson,  J.  P. 

Filed  September  13th,  1847,  and 

September  13,  1847,  Rule  granted  to  show  cause  why  the  proceedings 
shall  not  be  quased  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  re¬ 
turnable  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Abel  M.  Griffith,  Esq., 
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appointed  to  take  the  depositions  on  both  sides  in  Bucks  county,  and 
James  Hanna,  Esq.,  appointed  for  a  similar  purpose  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Williams  objects  to  reading  opinion  of  Court.  Objection  sus¬ 
tained,  and  opinion  ruled  out.  Decree  read,  as  follows: 

Inquisition  and  the  proceedings  in  the  case,  are  therefore  set  aside 
by  the  Court. 

D.  KRAUSE. 

Filed  February  7th,  1848. 

Commonwealth  ex.  relation!,  'j 

Eliza  W.  Hinchman.  I  xir  t  t  •  j 

>  Writ  De  Lunatico  Inqmrendo. 

vs,  I 

Morgan  Hinchman.  J 

And  now,  to  wit:  February  17,  1848,  Henry  Chapman,  Attorney 
for  Morgan  Hinchman,  moves  for  a  rule  upon  Lloyd  Mifflin,  to  be  and 
appear  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  show  cause  why  he 
shall  not  deliver  up  unto  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  all  books,  papers, 
chattels,  goods  and  property,  in  his,  the  said  Lloyd  Mifflin’s  possession, 
or  under  his  control,  belonging  to  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  all 
property  and  money  as  aforesaid,  which  came  into  his,  the  said  Mif¬ 
flin’s  hands. 

Filed  February  17,  1848. 

17th  February,  1848,  Rule  granted,  &c. 

D.  K. 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  OF  BUCKS  COUNTY. 


Commonwealth  ex.  relation!. 
Eliza  W.  Hinchman. 
vs, 

Morgan  Hinchman. 


►  Writ  De  Lunatico  Inquirendo. 


And  now,  to  wit:  February  17,  1848,  Henry  Chapman,  Esq.,  At¬ 
torney  for  Morgan  Hinchman,  moves  for  a  rule  upon  Lloyd  Mifflin,  to 
be  and  appear  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  show  cause 
why  he  shall  not  deliver  up  unto  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  all  books, 
papers,  goods,  chattels  and  property,  in  his,  the  said  Lloyd  Mifflin’s 
possession,  and  under  his  control,  belonging  to  said  Morgan  Hinchman, 
and  all  property  and  money  aforesaid,  which  came  into  his,  the  said 
Mifflin’s  hands. 

Rule  granted.  Returnable  March  18,  1848. 
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Bucks  County,  5s. 

[seal.] 

Certified  from  the  Record,  this  sixth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

JAMES  G.  HIBBS,  Prothonotary, 

Theodore  M’Fadden,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he 
served  a  copy  of  the  above  on  Lloyd  Mifflin,  personally,  on  the  8th 
day  of  March,  A.  D.  1848. 

THEODORE  M’FADDEN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  ) 

8th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1848.  J 
Thomas  D.  Smith, 

One  of  ike  Aldermen  of  ike  City  of  Philadelphia, 

March  18, 1848,  the  Court  makes  the  rule  absolute,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  private  papers  and  books  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  other  property,  the  Court  hold  the  matter  under 
advisement. 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  OF  BUCKS  COUNTY. 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  ex,  rel.  ] 
Elizabeth  W.  Hinchman.  ! 

vs.  f 

Morgan  Hinchman.  J 


Writ  De  Lunaticoinquirendo. 


Answer. 

Rule  upon  Lloyd  Mifflin  to  be  and  appear  at  the  next  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  and  shew  cause  why  he  shall  not  deliver  up  unto  the  said 
Morgan  Hinchman  all  books,  &c.,  &c. 

Rule  granted  February  17,  1848,  returnable  18th  day  of  March, 
1848. 

In  answer  the  said  Lloyd  Mifflin  deposes  and  says,  that  he  has  never 
received  any  official  or  authoritative  evidence  of  the  revocation  of  the 
commission  issued  by  the  said  court  to  him,  as  committee  of  the  estate 
of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman ;  and  that  he  has  always  been,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  ready  and  willing,  whenever  he  shall  be  furnished  with 
such  evidence,  and  regularly  called  upon,  to  deliver  up  to  the  person 
or  persons  entitled  thereto,  all  books  and  property  whatsoever  in  his, 
the  said  Mifflin’s  possession,  belonging  to  the  said  Hinchman  ;  and  that 
he,  the  said  Mifflin,  on  the  8th  instant,  communicated  in  writing  to  two 
of  the  counsel  employed  by  the  said  Hinchman,  his  readiness  and  wil 
lingness  as  aforesaid, — to  which  letter  he  has  received  no  answer. 
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And  he  further  says,  that  ^he  submits  to  and  is  ready  to  perform  all 
the  orders  and  directions  which  may  be  given  him  by  this  honourable 
Court. 

L.  MIFFLIN. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before 
me,  March  11,  1848. 

W.  Gallawa-y,  Alderman, 

Filed  March  18,  1848. 

Defendant’s  counsel  object  to  reading  of  replication,  because  it  was 
filed  after  the  decision  of  the  court,  and  after  argument  of  the  rule  in 
relation  to  which  it  was  filed ;  objection  overruled,  and  exception  by 
defendants  noted  ;  replication  read,  as  follows  : — 

IN  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  OF  BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Commonwealth,  Ex.  Rel. 

vs,  V  Writ  De  Lunatico  Inquirendo. 

Morgan  Hinchman.  ) 

February  17,  1848,  rule  granted  upon  Lloyd  Mifflin,  to  be  and  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  shew  cause  why  he  shall 
not  deliver  up  unto  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  all  books,  chattels  and 
property  in  his  the  said  Lloyd  Mifflin’s  possession,  or  under  his  control, 
belonging  to  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  all  property  and  money 
aforesaid  which  came  into  his  the  said  Mifflin’s  hands.  Rule  return¬ 
able  March  18,  1848;  on  which  day  the  said  Mifflin  replied  by  his 
affidavit,  filed  by  his  counsel,  C.  E.  Du  Bois,  Esq. ;  that  he  had  never 
received  any  official  or  authoritative  evidence  of  the  revocation  of  the 
commission  issued  by  the  court  to  him,  as  committee  of  the  estate  of 
the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  :  and  that  he  has  always  been,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  ready  and  willing,  whenever  he  shall  be  furnished  with 
such  evidence,  and  regularly  called  upon  to  deliver  up  to  the  person  or 
persons  entitled  thereto,  all  books  and  property  whatsoever  in  his  the 
said  Mifflin’s  possession,  belonging  to  the  said  Hinchman;  and  that  he 
the  said  Mifflin,  on  the  1st  instant,  communicated  in  writing  to  counsel 
employed  by  the  said  Hinchman,  his  readiness  and  willingness  as  afore¬ 
said  ;  to  which  letter  he  has  received  no  answer.  And  he  further  says, 
he  submits  to  and  is  ready  to  perform  all  the  orders  and  directions 
which  may  be  given  him  by  the  honourable  court.  To  which  answer 
of  the  said  Mifflin  so  filed,  the  said  Morgan  hereby  replies  and  says, 
that  the  said  answer  filed  by  the  counsel  on  the  part  of  the  said  Mifflin, 
as  aforesaid,  is  and  was  at  the  time  of  filing  the  same  untrue,  dilatory 
and  vexatious.  For  the  following  reasons,  among  others:  first;  said 
Mifflin  obtained  knowledge  of  the  petition  of  said  Morgan  at  the  last 
September  Term  ;  being  the  first  term  after  said  Morgan’s  escape  from 
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forcible  and  illegal  duress ;  where  he  had  been  confined  by  the  acqui¬ 
escence  of  the  said  Mifflin,  to  prevent  said  Morgan’s  resisting  the  at¬ 
tempted  or  pretended  appointment  of  a  committee  of  his  person  and 
estate ;  the  said  Morgan  never  having  been  declared  a  lunatic  accord¬ 
ing  to  law :  and  hereby  respectfully  but  utterly  protesting  against  the 
power  of  any  court  to  deprive  a  sane  man  of  his  rights  and  liberties, 
or  property,  untried.  Further,  the  said  Mifflin’s  counsel,  then  present, 
made  no  objection  on  reading  of  the  said  petition,  and  the  affidavits 
thereto  attached,  to  the  rule  then  granted  by  the  honourable  court,  to 
shew  cause  why  the  said  commission,  inquest,  and  all  the  proceedings 
should  not  be  quashed  and  set  aside,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  peti¬ 
tioner.  And  afterwards,  H.  J.  Williams  and  VVilliams  Biddle,  Esqrs,,  ap¬ 
peared  before  an  examiner  appointed  by  the  court,  and  caused  the  exa¬ 
miner  to  place  upon  the  minutes,  or  on  the  record,  that  they  appeared  in 
opposition  to  the  rule,  and  on  the  part  or  behalf  of  Lloyd  Mifflin,  and  the 
said  Lloyd  Mifflin  was  afterwards  represented  before  the  court  at  the 
argument  in  January  last,  by  his  counsel  Chas.  Gibbons  and  C.  E.  Du 
Bois,  Esqrs.,  and  through  them  or  one  of  them  had  oyer  and  knowledge 
of  the  decision  and  decree  of  the  court :  that  the  proceedings  showed 
defects  that  are  fatal  under  the  act  of  Assembly,  &;c.,  if  even  there  had 
not  been  too  much  haste  in  Mr.  Hinchman’s  arrest;  that  neither  his 
health  nor  any  known  disposition  required  such  summary  process ;  and 
that  the  inquisition  and  proceedings  in  the  case  are  set  aside  by  the 
court.  The  said  Mifflin  therefore  had  legal  and  authoritative  know¬ 
ledge  and  evidence  of  the  decision  and  decree  of  the  court,  and  was 
bound  to  respect  the  same.  Notwithstanding  all  which,  and  of  the 
abundant  proof  in  evidence,  that  Mr.  Hinchman  was  at  all  times  a  sane 
man,  and  the  said  Mifflin  being  actually  furnished  by  his  counsel  with 
knowledge  of  the  decree.  The  said  Mifflin  replied  to  said  Hinchman’s 
demand  for  his  books,  title  papers,  &c.,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of 
respectable  witnesses :  That  the  said  Mifflin  would  not  submit  to  the 
decision  of  the  honourable  court ;  but  would  first  spend  three  or  four 
hundred  dollars  ;  and  declared  he  would  not  deliver  or  give  said  Hinch¬ 
man  his  title  papers,  &c.,  till  compelled  by  the  Sheriff.  Secondly,  that 
prior  to  the  filing  of  said  answer,  said  Mifflin  had  from  S.  H.  Perkins, 
Esq.,  a  reply  to  the  note  therein  attended  to,  accompanied  by  a  certi¬ 
fied  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  court,  setting  aside  and  quashing,  or 
annulling  the  inquest  and  all  the  proceedings  in  the  case,  as  appears 
by  the  copy  hereunto  annexed,  and  affidavit  of  service  by  John  B, 
Kunkle.  And  that  notwithstanding  the  professed  submission  and  wil-  , 
lingness  of  the  said  Mifflin  in  his  said  answer;  he  did,  for  a  long  time 
refuse  to  deliver  to  said  Morgan  the  books, papers  and  effects  aforesaid; 
and  though  he  since  delivered  up  some  of  the  papers  which  were  in  his 
hands  and  control,  yet  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  had  to  resort  to  other 
measures  to  obtain  from  other  persons  his  title  deeds  and  private  papers  ; 
many  of  which  were  obtained  by  said  Morgan  from  a  place  where  he 
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believes  said  Mifflin  had  removed  them  to,  or  caused  or  allowed  them 
to  be  placed,  in  contempt  of  this  honourable  court.  And  thirdly,  said 
Mifflin  while  claiming  to  be  a  committee,  never  visited  said  Morgan  in 
his  duress,  nor  protected  him  from  violent  treatment,  nor  filed  any  in¬ 
ventory  or  true  account  at  any  time  of  said  Morgan’s  personal  or  real 
estate  ,*  nor  did  he  ever  give  any  attention  to  the  obligation  of  his  so 
claimed  appointment,  until  after  he  was  notified  of  the  fraudulent  man¬ 
ner  in  which  said  commission  and  finding  was  obtained  :  and  Morgan’s 
uncle  and  friends  were  about  to  cause  measures  to  be  taken  to  have 
this  honourable  court  declare  the  same  null.  But  he  repeatedly  refused 
to  allow  the  said  Morgan  needful  and  proper  information  touching  his 
property ;  and  when  notified,  as  appears  by  the  record,  to  produce  the 
said  Morgan’s  books,  before  the  examiner,  his  counsel  went  so  far  as 
to  deny  his  client’s  having  or  being  in  possession  of  them,  though  they 
were  then  at  said  Mifflin’s  residence ;  neither  would  said  Mifflin  allow 
the  said  Morgan  the  right  and  benefit  of  having  his  own  receipt  book, 
to  protect  his  reputation  from  slander,  attempted  to  be  put  on  the  record 
in  the  shape  of  hearsay  evidence.  Thus  much  increasing  the  expenses 
and  costs  of  these  proceedings,  and  prolonging  the  litigation;  the  said 
Mifflin  being  active  in  inducing  persons  to  testify,  for  the  purpose  as 
expressed  by  himself,  that  if  the  said  commission  or  inquest  could 
not  be  sustained,  that  at  least  Morgan’s  character  would  be  so  black¬ 
ened  that  the  said  Morgan  could  not  do  business.  And  the  said  Mifflin 
has,  since  the  argument  or  hearing  of  the  decree  of  the  court,  col¬ 
lected  and  attempted  to  collect  money  beJonging  to  said  Morgan,  and 
forbidden  persons  from  settling  with  said  Morgan.  Wherefore  the  said 
Morgan  now  prays  the  honourable  court  to  enforce  its  decrees  in  the 
premises,  as  to  the  honourable  court  may  seem  to  be  required  by  justice 
and  equity ;  and  to  grant  an  order  restraining  said  Mifflin  from  inter¬ 
meddling  with  said  Morgan’s  affairs.  And  in  the  exercise  of  the  dis¬ 
cretion  possessed  by  the  court,  so  much  of  the  costs  of  the  original  ap¬ 
plication,  and  the  inquest  and  its  proceedings,  &c.,  as  the  court  shall 
see  proper,  be  paid  by  the  relator,  unless  it  shall  seem  to  the  court 
doubtful  wether  it  is  right  that  a  parent  who  could  so  far  forget  all  the 
natural  feelings  of  humanity  as  causelessly  to  make  an  affirmation  that 
a  child  was  a  lunatic,  whom  she  had  not  seen  for  a  number  of  months, 
ought  to  be  considered  morally  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  her 
acts.  And  that  so  much  of  the  costs  of  these  illegal  and  vexatious  pro¬ 
ceedings  as  have  accrued,  or  been  caused  or  incurred  since  the  said  L. 
Mifflin  appeared  by  his  counsel,  as  marked  on  the  record,  be  paid  by 
the  said  L.  Mifflin  and  Samuel  Richie,  who  also  appeared  in  opposition 
to  the  rule,  as  marked  on  the  notes  or  report  of  examiner  Griffith,  Esq., 
as  may  to  the  honourable  court  seem  just,  right  and  equitable,  and 
he,  &c. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Doylestown,  June^  1848. 
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Bucks  County,  ss, 

Morgan  Hinchman  being  duly  affirmed,  says,  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the  within  answer  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me,  ) 
this  20th  dav  of  June,  1848.  V 

James  G.  Hibbs,  Prothonotary, 

Filed  June  20,  1848. 

Annexed  to  the  foregoing  were  the  following  papers : 

IN  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  OF  BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Commonwealth  ex.  rel.  'j 

Eliza  W.  Hinchman.  tx?-  t.  t  x-  t  •  j 

y  Writ  Ue  Lunatico  Inquirendo. 

c/o»  I 

Morgan  Hinchman.  J 

And  now,  to  wit :  February  17, 1848,  Henry  Chapman,  Esq.,  moves 
for  a  rule  upon  Lloyd  Mifflin,  to  be  and  appear  at  the  next  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  show  cause  why  he  shall  not  deliver  up  unto  the 
said  Morgan  Hinchman,  all  books,  chattels  and  property  in  his,  the 
said  Lloyd  Mifflin’s  possession,  or  under  his  control,  belonging  to  the 
said  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  all  property  and  money  aforesaid,  which 
came  into  the  said  Mifflin’s  hands. 

Rule  granted.  Returnable  the  18th  March,  1848. 

March  18,  1848,  answer  to  the  above  Rule  filed. 

March  18,  1848,  The  Court  makes  the  Rule  absolute,  so  far  as  re¬ 
lates  to  the  private  papers  and  books  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman, 
and  so  far  as  relates  to  the  other  property,  the  Court  hold  the  matter 
under  advisement. 

Bucks  County,  ss. 

Certified  from  the  Record,  this  eighteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

JAMES  G.  HIBBS,  Prothonotary. 

* 

City  of  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  Wall  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  being  duly  affirmed 
according  to  law,  affirmeth  and  saith,  that  on  the  20th  day  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  month,  the  above  rule  was  duly  served  on  the  above  named  Lloyd 
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Mifflin,  by  his  reading  the  same,  and  having  a  copy  thereof  read  to 
him,  and  left  with  him. 

SAMUEL  WALL. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  } 

23d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1848.  ^ 

J.  Snider,  Alderman, 

Philadelphia,  March  17,  1848. 

Mr.  Lloyd  Mifflin,  Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  note  of  March  3d, — Mr.  Hinchman  will  hand 
you  herewith  a  certificate  of  the  decision  of  the  Court,  setting  aside  the 
proceedings  in  his  case  ,*  he  has  gone  to  the  trouble  and  expenses  of 
procuring  this,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  further 
legal  proceedings,  although,  as  a  party,  you  are  bound  to  take  notice 
of  the  decision.  If,  after  this,  there  is  any  further  delay,  or  hesitation 
in  handing  over  all  books,  papers,  deeds  and  property  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion,  a  jury  will  be  asked,  not  only  for  compensatory,  but  exemplary 
damages. 

Very  Respectfully, 

SAMUEL  H.  PERKINS, 

Attorney  for  Morgan  Hinchman, 

Op  Philadelphia,  ss. 

John  B.  Kunkle  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  being  duly  affirmed 
according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  he  was  personally  present,  on  the 
17th  day  of  March  last,  and  saw  Morgan  Hinchman  deliver  to  Lloyd 
Miffiin  a  note,  of  which  the  above  is  a  true  copy,  and  also  at  the  same 
time  deliver  the  said  Lloyd  Mifflin  the  certified  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Court  therein  alluded  to,  and  that  he  believes  the  copy  hereunto 
annexed,  to  be  a  copy  of  said  certificate,  so  served  as  aforesaid,  in 
presence  of  this  deponent. 

JOHN  B.  KUNKLE. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  > 

22d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1848.  ^ 

J.  Snider,  Alderman, 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  OF  BUCKS  COUNTY. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Pennasylvania, 
ex.  rel. 

Eliza  W.  Hinchman. 
vs,  ft 

Morgan  Hinchman. 


'  No.  2,  April  term  1847. 
Feb.  4, 1847. 

Commission  De  Lunatico  In- 
I  quirendo  to  John  D.  Michener, 
J  Commissioner. 


Inquisition  returned  finding  that  Morgan  Hinchman  is,  at  the  time  of 
taking  this  Inquisition,  a  lunatic,  and  hath  been  a  lunatic  since  eighteen 
months  last  past,  and  doth  not  enjoy  lucid  intervals. 
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February  27,  1847,  Confirmed  Nisi,  and  Lloyd  Mifflin  appointed 
Committee ;  to  give  security  for  84,000,  to  be  approved  before  Judge. 

September  13,  1847,  The  petition  and  affidavits  thereto  annexed  of 
Morgan  Hinchman  being  read  in  open  Court  by  Henry  Chapman,  Esq., 
Rule  granted  to  show  cause  why  the  Inquest,  and  all  the  proceedings 
in  the  case,  shall  not  be  quased  and  set  aside  according  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner,  returnable  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  A. 
M.  Griffith  appointed  to  take  the  depositions  on  both  sides  in  Bucks 
county,  and  James  Hanna,  Esq,,  Examiner  for  a  similar  purpose  in 
Philadelphia. 

Nov.  1st  and  2d,  Return  of  Examiner  filed,  with  depositions  attached. 
Commissioner  Hanna  certifies  that  he  was  attended  by  Samuel  H. 
Perkins,  John  G.  Michener  and  Nathan  Strong,  Esquires,  for  Morgan 
Hinchman,  or  by  some  of  them,  and  by  Henry  J.  Williams  and  J.  W. 
Biddle,  Esquires,  Attornies  for  Lloyd  Mifflin,  Committee,  or  by  one  of 
them. 

January  12th,  13th  and  14th,  1848,  Argued  by  Henry  Chapman, Esq., 
and  Calvin  Blythe,  Esq.,  Attornies  for  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  Charles 
Gibbons,  Esquire,  Attorney  in  opposition  to  the  Rule,  on  the  part  of 
Lloyd  Mifflin,  and  held  under  advisement. 

And  now,  February  7th,  1848,  the  Court  do  order  and  decree  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  in  the  matter  of  the  Inquisition  finding  Morgan  Hinchman  a 
lunatic,  &c.  Opinion  of  the  Court :  The  Inquisition  and  the  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  case  are  therefore  set  aside  by  the  Court. 

D.  KRAUSE. 

Bucks  County,  ss, 

[seal.] 

Certified  from  the  Records  of  the  Court,  this  sixteenth  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

JAMES  G.  HIBBS,  ProthonotaTy, 
Filed  June  20,  1848. 

Plaintiff*  then  read  following  part  of  said  record : 

IN  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  OF  BUCKS  COUNTY. 
Bucks  County,  ss. 

[seal.] 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  to  John  D.  Michener^  Greeting: 

Whereas,  we  have  been  informed  in  our  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for 
the  County  of  Bucks,  that  Morgan  Hinchman  of  the  County  of  Bucks, 
who  is  now  under  restraint  at  the  Friends’  Asylum,  near  Frankford,  in 
Philadelphia  county,  now  is  a  lunatic,  and  we  being  willing  to  be  more 
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fully  satisfied  of  the  state  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  pre¬ 
mises,  have  appointed,  and  do  hereby  appoint,  authorise  and  command 
you,  that  at  such  certain  day  and  place,  as  you  shall  think  fit,  you  dili¬ 
gently  enquire  by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  six  good  and  lawful  men 
of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  by  whom  the  truth  of  the  matter  may 
be  better  known,  whether  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman  is  a  lunatic  or  not ; 
and  if  you  find  him  to  be  a  lunatic,  then  how  long  he  hath  been  so,  and 
if  he  enjoys  lucid  intervals,  and  what  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and 
chattels,  he  was  seized  or  possessed  of,  or  entitled  to,  at  the  time  of  his 
becoming  a  lunatic,  and  the  value  thereof,  and  whether  he  hath  since 
aliened  or  disposed  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  whom,  and 
how  old  he  is,  and  who  are  his  heirs,  or  next  of  kin,  and  the  ages  of 
the  said  heirs,  or  next  of  kin,  respectively. 

And  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  we  do  authorise  and  empower  you,  to 
issue,  under  your  hand  and  seal,  all  such  writs  of  venire,  subpoena  and 
habeas  corpus,  as  to  you  shall  seem  necessary  and  proper,  and  to 
enforce  obedience  to  the  same,  and  to  all  necessary  orders  and  rules 
in  the  premises,  as  fully  as  our  said  Court  may  lawfully  do,  and  the 
Inquisition  so  to  be  made,  you  are  to  return  to  our  said  Court  on  or 
before  the  26th  day  of  April  next,  under  your  hand  and  seal,  and  the 
hands  and  seals  of  those  by  whom  you  shall  make  that  Inquisition  and 
this  Commission. 

Witness,  David  Krause,  Esq.,  President  of  our  said  Court  at  Doyles- 
town,  the  fourth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven. 

JAMES  G.  HIBBS,  Prothonotary, 


Bucks  County,  ss. 

Certified,  Doylestown,  Nov.  6th,  1848. 

[seal.] 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of  the  writ  in  the 
within  stated  case,  so  fully  as  the  same  is  of  Record  in  this  office. 

JAMES  G.  HIBBS,  Prothonotary. 

Rec’d  fees  81  00,  for  copy. 


Over  leaf  was  written : 

To  the  Court  and  Judges  within  Named. 

Whereas,  I  the  within  named  John  D.  Michener,  having  previously 
been  solicited  by  Samuel  S.  Richie,  to  assist  him  in  taking  control  of 
the  farm,  stock,  property,  and  business  of  the  within  named  Morgan 
Hinchman,  and  having  unadvisedly  consented  so  to  act,  and  having  as¬ 
sisted  said  Richie  and  others,  in  disposing  of  said  Hinchman’s  proper¬ 
ty  ;  and  after  said  Hinchman  had  been  (by  said  Richie  and  others,) 
seized  in  Philadelphia,  when  down  to  market,  and  confined  under  a 
pretence  of  lunacy,  a  paper  purporting  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  de 
lunatico  inquirendo,  (of  which  the  within  is  a  certified  copy,)  having 
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been  obtained  from  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Bucks  County,  in  and  by  which  I  am  named  as  appointed,  author¬ 
ized,  and  commanded  to  do  the  acts  and  issue  the  writs  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  and  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  same ;  and  whereas,  in  pursu¬ 
ance  thereof,  and  of  the  aforesaid  request  of  the  said  Richie,  six  per¬ 
sons,  residents  of  Philadelphia,  having  been  convened  at  the  place  or 
Asylum,  near  Frankford,  where  the  said  Hinchman  was  then  in  con¬ 
finement,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  second  month,  1847,  I  did  then  and 
there  sign,  notwithstanding  the  facts  that  said  Hinchman  was  not  al¬ 
lowed  a  fair  hearing  before  us,  or  to  know  the  names  of,  or  examine 
the  \yitnesses  against  him — the  said  Richie  being  one  of  the  witnesses 
against  him,  and  seal  as  Commissioner  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  an  in¬ 
quisition,  which  set  forth,  or  stated,  that  the  said  Hinchman  was  a 
lunatic,  and  had  been  a  lunatic  for  eighteen  months  the  last  past,  and 
did  not  enjoy  lucid  intervals,  I  being  then  ignorant  I  had  the  power 
to  refuse  signing  the  same,  or  to  give  Morgan  Hinchman  a  habeas 
corpus,  (though  the  same  was  mentioned  in  said  writ  or  commission,) 
or  that  I  had  power  to  give  him  a  fair  hearing,  or  to  insure  him  or 
grant  him  the  right  of  self-defence,  (though  then  claimed  by  him,)  and 
I  did  not  thereby  intend  to  assert  the  truth  of  said  inquest  or  paper 
aforesaid,  or  that  my  signing  and  sealing  the  same  should  be  construed 
to  be  any  assertion  on  my  part  of  the  truth  of  the  matters  therein 
stated,  or  as  a  legal  return  and  answer  by  me  to  said  writ.  I  being  a 
neighbour  of  said  Hinchman’s,  and  not  knowing  him  to  have  been,  or 
then  to  be  a  lunatic,  as  stated  in  said  paper  purporting  to  be  an  inquest 
as  aforesaid,  do  now  express  my  regret  for  the  part  I  have  acted,  and 
do  return  and  certify  (in  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Assembly,)  that  there 
was  not  probable  cause  for  the  application  and  allegations  on  which 
said  writ  or  commission  was  obtained ;  and  I  further  declare  and  re¬ 
turn,  that  in  withholding  notice  from  said  Hinchman’s  friends  and  rela¬ 
tions  not  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  against  him,  I  was  not  actuated 
by  ill-will  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  but  acted  ignorantly,  and  as  I  was 
directed  by  the  counsel  employed  against  or  adverse  to  said  Hinchman. 
And  I  do  remember  the  fact  of  the  said  Hinchman’s  asking  to  have 
counsel,  and  to  see  or  send  for  Judge  Stroud,  which  I  did  not  know  I 
had  authority  to  grant  or  allow ;  so  returns,  answers,  and  acknowledges 
the  Commissioner  named  in  the  writ  of  which  the  within  is  a  certified 
copy. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal. 

JOHN  D.  MICHENER,  [seal.] 

Witnesses  present,  1  ' 

Samuel  Beans,  > 

Samuel  Wilson.  } 

Endorsed  Filed  November  7,  1848. 
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APPEARANCE  DOCKET  17.— Page  1. 


Du  Bois.  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva-  ^  No.  2.  April  Term, 

nia,  Ex.  Rel.  I  1847.  Feb.  4,  1847, 

Eliza  W.  Hinchman,  ^Commission  DeLuna- 

vs.  I  tico  to  John  D. 

Morgan  Hinchman.  J  Michener. 

Inquisition  returned,  finding  the  defendant  non  compos  mentis. 


And  it  is  found,  that  Morgan  Hinchman,  is  at  the  time  of  ftiking 
this  inquisition  a  lunatic,  and  hath  been  a  lunatic  since  eighteen  months 
last  past,  and  doth  not  enjoy  lucid  intervals,  and  was  seized  at  the  time 
he  became  a  lunatic,  of  a  farm  in  Plumstead  Township,  Bucks  County, 
of  110  acres,  worth  $6,500,  and  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  $4,500;  a 
three  story  brick  house  in  Marshall  street,  in  Philadelphia  County, 
worth  $4,000,  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  $3,300 ;  a  three  story  brick 
house  in  Thirteenth  street,  near  Green  street,  worth  $3,000,  subject  to 
$1,600;  and  three  small  houses  on  Wood  street  and  Callowhill  street, 
subject  to  ground  rent  to  value.  And  the  jurors  aforesaid  do  further 
find  upon  their  oaths  and  affirmations  aforesaid,  that  the  said  Morgan 
is  of  the  age  of  thirty  years ;  that  he  has  living  a  wife,  Margaret  S, 
Hinchman,  of  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years ;  and  children,  Charles  S. 
Hinchman,  aged  six  years  ;  John  W.  Hinchman,  aged  four  years  ;  and 
Walter  Hinchman,  aged  two  years,  his  heirs  and  next  of  kin,  that  he 
hath  not  disposed  of  said  property  within  eighteen  months  last  past. 

February  27,  1847. — Confirmed  Nisi,  and  Lloyd  Mifflin  appointed 
committee;  to  give  security  for  $4,000,  to  be  approved  by  one  Judge. 
Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.  and  George  Stewardson,  surety. 

September  13,  1847. — Rule  granted  to  show  cause  why  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  shall  not  be  quashed,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
and  returnable  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  A.  M.  Griffith, 
Esq.,  appointed  examiner  to  take  the  depositions  of  witnesses  on  both 
sides  in  Bucks  County  ;  and  James  Hanna,  Esq.,  appointed  for  a  simi¬ 
lar  purpose  in  Philadelphia. 

November  1,  1847. — Depositions  of  examiner  Griffith,  filed. 

November  2,  1847. — Depositions  of  examiner  Hanna,  filed. 

February  7,  1848. — Proceedings  set  aside. 

February  17,  1848. — Rule  granted  upon  Lloyd  Mifflin,  to  be  and 
appear  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  deliver  up  to  Morgan 
Hinchman,  the  books,  goods,  chattels,  &c. 

March  18,  1848. — Rule  absolute,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  private 
papers  and  books  of  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  other  property,  the  Court  hold  the  matter  under  advisement. 
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Answer  to  Citation  or  Rule ^  filed  same  day^ 

June  20,  1848. — Affidavit  of  service  of  copy  of  decree  of  Court, 
and  notice  to  Lloyd  Mifflin,  filed ;  same  day  replication  of  Morgan 
Hinchman,  filed  in  open  Court. 

November  7,  1848. — Certificate  or  return  of  John  D.  Michener, 
Commissioner,  filed. 


Bucks  County,  ss. 

I,  James  G.  Hibbs,  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in 
and  (or  the  County  of  Bucks,  do  certify  the  foregoing  and  annexed  to 
be  a  true  copy  of  the  whole  record,  in  the  foregoing  stated  case,  wherein 
the  Commonwealth  Ex.  Relation!,  Eliza  W.  Hinchman  is  plaintiff,  and 
Morgan  Hinchman  is  defendant,  as  full  and  entire  as  the  same  remains 
of  record  in  this  case,  excepting  the  depositions  filed. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
*  affixed  the  seal  of  said  Court,  at  Doylestown,  in  said  coun¬ 
ty,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

JAMES  G.  HIBBS,  Prothonotary. 


Plaintiff’s  counsel  says,  that  on  original  commission  is  84,000,  written 
on  an  erasure — (shown  to  the  judge  and  jury.) 

Edward  J,  Fox,  sworn. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  bar  in  Bucks  County ;  not  engaged  as  counsel 
in  this  case. 

(The  original  inquisition  handed  to  Mr.  Fox.)  The  first  time  I  saw 
this  paper  was  last  November,  1848;  then  saw  it  in  Prothonotary’s 
office,  Bucks  County.  The  only  endorsement  on  the  back  at  that  time 
was,  “  Inquisiton  on  Morgan  Hinchman.”  And  “  No.  2,  April  Term, 
1847,”  “April  27,  1847,  confirmed  nisi,”  have  been  added  since 
then.  Mr.  James,  the  present  officer,  not  in  office  November,  1848. 

(Another  paper  shown  to  witness,  says,)  ’tis  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
Du  Bois ;  I  know  it  is.  (Witness  requested  to  make  a  memorandum 
on  the  paper.)  The  original  docket  entries  are  now  shown  to  witness. 
I  know  nothing  about  this ;  not  the  usual  way  of  keeping  the  docket. 
I  believe  ’tis  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Hibbs,  former  Prothonotary. 

Now  Mr.  Reed  calls  his  attention  to  endorsement  of  original  com¬ 
mission.  ’Tis  an  unusual  thing  to  see  a  paper  endorsed  in  such  a  way. 
Attorney  written  in  same  line. 

Mr.  Reed  shows  a  paper,  and  asks  Mr.  Williams  in  whose  hand¬ 
writing  it  is,  but  he  declines  answering. 

Cross-examined, — The  memorandum  on  the  docket,  Hibbs’  hand¬ 
writing. 
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All  these  corrections,  etc.,  above  alluded  to,  in  handwriting  of  James 
G.  Hibbs,  the  late  Prothonotary.  The  word  84,000,  looks  something 
like  the  figures  of  J.  G.  Hibbs  ;  the  4  not  exactly  like  his  handwriting; 
should  feel  doubtful  about  the  4.  All  inquisitions  are  generally  marked 
“  confirmed  nisi,”  at  the  time  they  were  filed.  Never  spoken  to  by 
Mr.  Hinchman  for  counsel  in  this  matter.  Am  counsel  for  Morgan 
Hinchman  in  Bucks  County.  Proper  to  have  marked  it  “  confirmed 
nisi,”  at  time  it  was  filed. 

Not  regular  practice  of  our  courts  to  have  a  bond  of  committee  given 
before  inquisition  filed. 

Fourth  Monday  of  April  regular  term  of  court.  Writs  generally 
made  returnable  to  first  clay  :  sometimes  to  Friday  of  second  week. 

Mr.  Williams  observes,  the  writ  is  made  returnable  to  26th  of  April. 

Witness  proceeds. — Very  likely,  there  are  plenty  of  interlineations 
in  the  docket ;  but  not  in  the  same  extraordinary  way,  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  the  same  Prothonotary.  I  never  knew  a  Prothonotary  make 
more  interlineations.  Witness  describes  the  interlineation. 

Chief. — It  could  not  by  any  possibility  be  “  confirmed  nisi,”  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1847. 

Mr.  Brown,  {George  B.,)  sicorn. 

I  know  Mr.  Eli  K.  Price’s  handwriting :  I  should  take  that  to  be 
handwriting  of  Eli  K.  Price.  Words,  inquisition  on  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man,  in  his  handwriting — the  other  endorsements  not.  ^ 

Abraham  Sink,  sworn. 

I  was  a  keeper  of  Frankford  Asylum  in  1847  ;  went  there  in  April; 
had  charge  of  convalescent  patients,  and  was  medical  nurse.  My  duty 
took  me  all  over  the  house — but  I  belonged  to  upper  wing ;  Morgan 
Hinchman  I  found  there,  and  five  or  six  others.  I  remained  ’till  Octo¬ 
ber,  1848. 

Five  or  six  patients  who  were  said  to  be  crazy,  were  in  upper  room. 
I  received  a  caution  from  Morgan  Hinchman  against  an  old  gentleman, 
by  name.  Professor  Stewart.  Mr.  Stewart  bad  patient ;  sly,  artful, 
prone  to  strike ;  a  man  I  was  guarded  with  myself.  Had  opportunities 
of  intercourse  with  Morgan  Hinchman  while  I  was  there ;  conversed 
with  him ;  locked  him  up  at  night  and  left  him  out  in  the  morning. 
Never  saw  anything  crazy  about  him.  First  impression  that  they  were 
all  crazy,  but  afterwards  concluded  Morgan  Hinchman  was  not.  After 
that  Morgan  got  liberty  of  the  grounds.  During  the  first  month  I  think 
he  had  liberty  of  the  grounds,  but  under  the  care  of  the  keeper.  I  never 
heard  Dr.  W.,  or  others,  speak  in  relation  to  the  insanity  of  Morgan 
Hinchman.  I  have  heard  Dr.  W.  speak  of  his  property.  Morgan  was 
very  unhappy  about  not  having  his  liberty.  Dr.  W.  advised  him  to 
give  up  his  property ;  said  that  he  would  not  live  with  a  woman  like 
her  again,  but  would  go  to  Texas.  Property  without  liberty  would  be 
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of  no  use  to  him,  Dr.  said.  I  had  frequent  intercourse  with  him ;  sat 
at  table  with  him ;  his  deportment  mild  and  gentle,  and  like  a  sane 
man.  Morgan  was  complaining  to  the  Dr.  about  his  liberty  being  res¬ 
trained  ;  this  conversation  in  our  day-room.  Conversation  introduced  on 
part  of  Morgan.  Have  heard  many  conversations  between  Dr.  and 
Morgan.  He  may  have  been  visited  by  three  or  four  persons.  I  can’t 
say  that  I  know  Mr.  Garrett’s  handwriting.  Said  nothing  about  deed 
to  Morgan.  Only  conversation  I  heard  about  giving  up  his  property. 

Cross-examined. — Mr.  H.  under  my  charge.  Convalescent  patients 
best  in  the  house ;  table  good.  For  first  2  months  he  had  liberty  under  the 
eye  of  the  care-taker.  After  that,  he  had  the  liberty  of  the  whole  grounds. 
Went  down  stairs  and  lived  with  Mr.  Garrett’s  family.  He  had  the 
whole  farm,  about  66  acres  ;  part  of  this  is  enclosed  with  walls,  without 
any  care-taker.  Began  to  have  the  liberty  of  the  grounds  in  June. 
Two  or  three  months  he  staid  there,  after  he  had  the  liberty  of  going 
where  he  pleased.  He  lived  in  Mr.  Garrett’s  family  for  two  months, 
and  all  that  time  he  had  the  liberty  of  the  grounds.  Never  made  any 
attempt  to  go  away  within  those  two  months.  He  still  slept  in  my 
wing.  Took  his  meals  in  Mr.  Garrett’s  family — a  parlour  boarder. 
It  seems  to  me  he  was  under  my  care  for  two  months.  I  reside  in  the 
city — have  been  in  the  country  during  winter,  near  Holmesburg,  on 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Glens.  Was  in  the  alms  house.  Left  the  institution 
in  October. 

Chief. — Sick  part  of  the  time  I  was  in  Holmesburg.  He  was  locked 
in  at  night  and  left  out  in  the  morning,  all  the  time  I  was  there.  The 
patients  had  their  liberty  on  giving  their  parole. 

The  plaintiff  offers  the  certificate  signed  by  Dr.  Kite,  and  reads  it. — 
Prout  same.  Written  on  printed  form,  ante  p.  35.  None  of  the  blanks 
for  answers  filled  up. 

Offers  the  Sheriff’s  execution  docket. — Jacob  Heston  to  Morgan 
Hinchman,  fi.  fa.  12th  January,  1847.  16th  February,  1847. — Jacob 
Heston,  now  to  use  of  Edward  Richie,  prout  vs.  Morgan  Hinchman,  to 
April,  1847. — No.  44.  Vend,  exponas,  issued  by  Du  Bois. 

Plaintiff  offers  the  other  docket  of  the  Sheriff. 

Jacob  Heston  vs.  Morgan  Hinchman,  plaintiff’s  agent ;  receipts  for 
debt  and  interest,  and  pays  cost,  and  collects  amount  of  sale.  Vend, 
expon.  April,  1847. — No.  4. 

Left  hand  margin,  outside,  Du  Bois.  Jacob  Heston  now  to  use  of 
E.  Richie.  Received  my  costs,  April  28,  1847. 

John  D.  Wismer^  sworn. 

Known  Morgan  Hinchman  pretty  soon  after  he  moved  to  farm.  I 
follow  farming  on  a  small  scale.  Latter  part  of  summer  and  winter, 
thrashing.  Live  in  Bucks  County,  Plumstead.  Live  half  a  mile  from 
his  farm.  I  thrashed  for  him  second  season  after  he  moved  on  farm. 
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Frequently  talcen  meals  at  his  house.  At  same  table  with  his  family, 
I  staid  at  his  house  I  think  six  or  eight  days,  at  three  different  times, 
while  I  was  thrashing  for  him.  He  treated  his  wife  and  children  with 
kindness.  The  table  very  good — plenty  to  eat.  Have  seen  him  often 
driving  with  his  wife.  Morgan  Hinchman  had  a  family  horse  which 
any  woman  could  drive.  Can’t  say  whether  Mrs.  Hinchman  used  it 
ever.  Never  saw  any  thing  crazy  about  him.  Quite  the  reverse. 

Cross-examined, — One  season  I  thrashed  for  him  an  extensive  crop. 
Next  season  after  he  moved  there.  Winter  of  1845  and  1846.  Some 
time  in  August,  commenced  thrashing — that  year  terminated  our  con¬ 
tract.  Two  days  at  a  time  on  his  place — perhaps  a  little  longer.  Meals 
taken  while  thrashing  there.  Never  in  his  house  to  take  a  meal  ex¬ 
cept  when  thrashing  for  him.  I  had  many  opportunities  of  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Morgan  whilst  thrashing  for  him.  A  good  driver.  Drove 
with  judgment.  We  had  frequent  conversations  about  his  premises 
and  other  places.  Have  seen  him  at  my  house.  Came  there  merely 
on  business  matters.  In  the  horse  line  we  had  dealings.  I  kept  a 
seed  store.  He  was  at  my  house  two  seasons,  1844  and  1845,  on 
that  business.  Don’t  recollect  of  any  contracts  between  us  after  the 
year  1845. 

Catharine  Reddings  sworn, 

I  reside  in  Salsbury,  Bucks  County.  Been  at  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
house — have  nursed  at  his  house — have  nursed  Mrs.  Hinchman  at 
birth  of  her  last  child.  There  three  weeks  at  that  time,  in  year  1846, 
I  guess.  Saw  Morgan  Hinchman  every  day  during  that  time.  He 
treated  his  wife  and  children  very  kindly.  His  house  very  comforta¬ 
ble — he  treated  his  children  very  nice  and  kind.  Never  saw  anything 
strange  or  crazy  about  Morgan  Hinchman,  while  I  was  there.  I  never 
saw  him  but  once  after  that.  He  came  to  see  me.  Never  saw  any 
irregularity  or  insanity  in  him,  throughout  my  whole  acquaintance 
with  him. 

Cross-examined, — I  went  there  in  August,  I  guess — the  last  of  Au¬ 
gust,  went  to  attend  upon  his  wife.  I  think  it  was  in  1846.  It  was 
at  the  birth  of  his  child.  Can’t  tell  how  many  rooms  in  the  house. 
Several  rooms.  Very  large  house  for  the  country.  I  did  not  go 
through  the  whole  of  it.  Mrs.  Hinchman  up  stairs.  I  staid  with  her. 
My  duty  up  stairs.  Not  a  great  deal  down  stairs.  Eat  down  stairs 
with  the  family.  The  family  consisted  of  two  children,  the  sister-in- 
law,  E.  Shoemaker,  the  hired  man,  and  girl.  She  (E.  S.)  was  there 
when  I  came  and  when  I  went  away.  Morgan  Hinchman  took  his 
meals  regularly  with  us.  He  did’nt  miss  a  meal,  only  when  he  went 
to  market.  Down  once  while  I  was  there,  except  that — took  his  meals 
regularly  with  us. 
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Chief, — Morgan  Hinchman  came  in  to  see  the  wife  and  baby  every 
day,  Did’nt  miss  a  day. 

Isaac  Myers,  affirmed. 

Known  Morgan  Hinchman  since  latter  end  of  March,  1844.  Known 
him  from  that  time  till  he  was  missing ;  lived  about  one-half  mile  from 
him ;  farms  adjoined  ;  not  much  business  with  him  ,*  some  little.  He 
equally  conducted  his  farm  as  well  as  any  one  in  neighborhood.  His 
skill  and  management  very  close,  shrewd  dealer — very  punctual ;  day 
he  promised  he  always  performed  to  me ;  he  was  very  industrous ;  he 
was  as  industrious  as  a  man  should  be.  He  was  a  sane  man.  Never 
knew  of  any  irregularity  leading  me  to  doubt  his  sanity.  I  proposed 
to  buy  part  of  his  place,  and  he  asked  me  such  a  price  that  I  could  not 
think  of  paying  it ;  wanted  to  speculate  on  it.  This  was  in  1846.  I 
should  suppose,  may  be,  probably,  two  weeks  or  ten  days  before  he  was 
taken,  I  last  saw  him.  I  was  present  at  the  sale.  Samuel  Richie 
managed  it.  Don’t  know  who  aided.  I  bought  a  few  articles.  Never 
had  any  writings  drawn  by  him.  Never  visited  his  house ;  i  he  visited 
me,  with  his  children. 

Cross-examined. — Don’t  know  how  often  he  visited  me ;  he  had  his 
children  out  of  the  wagon  ;  had  dealings  with  him  ;  sold  him  seed  po¬ 
tatoes  in  spring  of  1845  ;  sold  him  beef  in  fall  of  1846 — about  two 
good  messes,  I  suppose  ,*  don’t  know  I  ever  sold  him  any  thing  else ; 
never  bought  any  thing  of  him.  Never  spoke  to  James  Pierson  about 
Morgan’s  conduct,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  He  asked  8100 
an  acre  for  the  said  piece  of  land.  I  suppose  it  would  be  worth  875  at 
the  very  highest ;  woodland,  all  except  one  acre.  It  was  called  about 
twenty-seven  acres. 

Adjourned  till  4  P.  M. 

A  Receipt  on  Docket  read  by  Plaintiff. 

Charles  H.  Mann,  sworn. 

This  is  my  docket ;  was  Sheriff  of  Bucks  county  at  time  of  sale ; 
signature  is  John  D.  Michener’s. 

Cross-examined, — My  docket,  I  held  that  sale. 

Mr,  Perkins  reads  from  docket : 

“  Rec’d  April  14,  1847,  from  Charles  H.  Mann,  the  amount  of  debt 
and  interest  due  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit,  it  being  $1,052  50.” 

“  JOHN  D.  MICHENER,” 

“  Agent  for  Plaintiff,'^ 

Cross-examined,— execution  put  in  my  hands  by  the  attorney 
at  that  time,  J.  G.  Michener,  he  was  attorney  of  Jacob  Heston  in  the 
execution.  I  levied  on  the  12th  of  January  on  personal  property  of 
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Morgan  Hinchman.  There  was  no  sale  under  the  fi.  fa. — there  was  a 
sale  under  the  ven.  expon.,  which  was  on  the  fi.  fa.  This  receipt  re¬ 
plies  to  the  proceeds  of  that  sale.  I  did  not  cry  the  sale.  Stephen 
Brock  did,  at  the  request  of  John  D.  Michener.  I’m  not  positive 
whether  I  read  the  conditions,  or  the  clerk.  Impression  that  I  did.  I 
there  on  the  ground.  The  people  most  assuredly  informed  that  it  was 
a  Sheriff’s  sale ;  had  been  advertised  as  a  Sheriff’s  sale,  in  the  usual 
way.  I  think  Samuel  Paxton  was  the  clerk,  a  citizen  of  Buckingham ; 
had  never  acted  in  that  capacity  for  me  before.  I  think  I  appointed 
him  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  parties  there,  either  the  Richies  or 
Mr.  Charles  Shoemaker.  No  Hinchman  there,  except  Mrs.  Hinchman. 
Mr.  Paxton  was  a  competent,  respectable  man.  I  was  ordered  by  par¬ 
ties  to  stay  proceedings  on  fi.  fa.,  until  I  had  opportunity  of  hearing 
from  Morgan  Hinchman’s friends,  or  her  friends.  I  did  so;  J.D. Michener 
went  security  for  stay  of  execution.  Mr.  Dubois  issued  vendi.  exponas, 
fi.  fa.,  returnable  February  2,  1847 — first  Monday  of  the  month.  16th 
and  17th  February  was  day  of  sale — after  return  of  fi.  fa.,  I  only 
levied  on  the  furniture;  only  in  a  general  way.  I  returned  all  the 
goods  and  chattels  as  levied.  I  sold  a  portion  of  the  furniture.  Mrs. 
Hinchman  desired  to  keep  a  portion  of  it — and  I  did  not  sell  such  por¬ 
tion.  I  had  instructions  not  to  sell  it.  What  she  desired  to  keep,  I 
did’nt  sell.  This  sale  was  held  in  the  usual  way,  except  I  was  relieved 
from  necessity  of  handing  out  the  goods,  as  Mr.  Richie  kindly  helped 
me.  I  might  have  handed  one  or  two  articles  up  ;  the  smaller  articles 
are  generally  handed  to  the  crier,  that  he  might  expose  them  to  the 
public.  The  sale  was  fair,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned.  I  considered  it 
perfectly  fair  sale.  No  Richies  bought  any  of  the  goods,  I  think. 

(List  [vendue]  handed  to  witness.) 

This  is  the  vendue  book.  (Endorsement  on  the  back  of  it,)  “  I 
authorise  and  depute,”  &;c.,  authority  to  John  D.  Michener  to  collect, 
&c. 

Plaintiff  offers  vendue  list,  prout, 
vs, 

Morgan  Hinchman. 

Conditions  of  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  above  named  de¬ 
fendant,  made  and  held  this  17th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1847,  on  the 
premises  in  the  township  of  Plumstead,  are  as  follows: 

The  highest  and  best  bidders  to  be  the  buyers.  Any  person  buying 
to  the  amount  of  $20  and  upwards,  can  have  sixty  days  credit  by  giv¬ 
ing  their  notes  with  approved  security.  All  lesser  sums,  cash  at  the 
close  of  the  sale,  and  before  the  goods  are  removed.  And  all  goods 
must  be  removed  within  ten  days,  unless  left  by  the  special  consent  of 
the  Sheriff.  The  winter  grain  will  be  an  exception  to  this  rule. 

CHARLES  H.  MANN,  Sheriff, 


83 


N.  B.  The  notes  will  be  made  payable  ^at  the  Doylestown  Bank. 

(Here  follows  list  of  articles  sold,  amounting  to  81,304  04.)  (List 
covering  eleven  pages.) 

Vendue  list  endorsed  “  I  authorize  and  depute  John  D.  Michener,  of 
Buckingham  Township,  to  collect  the  within  bills,  and  receipt  for  the 
same.”  Given  under  my  hand  this  8th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1847. 

CHARLES  H.  MANN,  Sheriff. 

The  sale  was  not  for  cash.  At  time  judgment  transferred  to  E. 
Richie ;  he  called  on  me,  and  wished  it  given  as  public  notice  as  pos¬ 
sible  ,*  therefore  I  advertised  it  in  newspapers  and  hand-bills.  I  arrived 
the  day  of  sale,  and  found  the  things  generally  arranged  for  sale.  Mr. 
Richie  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  give  credit  on  the  sale ;  I  told  him  no ; 
he  urged  matter  on  me,  and  I  told  him  if  they  would  take  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  collecting  the  bills,  I  would  do  it.  He  then  desired  me  to  ap¬ 
point  J.  D.  Michener  to  collect  the  bills,  as  he  would  be  concerned  in 
the  matter  any  how ;  and  knowing  J.  D.  Michener,  I  had  no  objection 
to  do  it — and  did  so.  I  gave  30  or  60  days,  vendue  book  will  show. 
Sixty  days  credit.  (Mr.  Williams  reads  the  terms  of  sale  from  vendue 
book.)  It  was  decidedly  a  benefit  to  the  sale.  Winter  grain  sold. 
Don’t  recollect  if  hay  was  sold.  I  was  not  there  on  the  second  day  of 
the  sale.  I  thought  all  the  articles  that  were  to  sell,  were  sold  on  first 
day;  after  candlelight,  when  we  stopped.  I  did  not  collect  the  bills.  I 
sold,  I  thought,  enough  to  cover  the  execution  on  the  first  day ;  and  I 
thought  all  the  articles  were  sold.  Mr.  Brock  is  crier  in  that  part  of 
world ;  has  followed  it  for  forty  years.  Three  times  sheriff  and  crier 
for  public  and  private  sales.  I  paid  Brock  for  his  services ;  I  employed 
him ;  I  was  desired  to  get  a  good  crier;  at  smaller  sales,  I  cried  them 
myself;  he  was  a  good  crier.  I  know  of  nothing  connected  with  that 
sale  that  was  not  calculated  to  give  the  articles  the  best  price  and  best 
pay.  Every  thing  that  was  desired  to  be  sold,  was  sold  that  day. 
That  authority  was  given  to  Mr.  Michener,  as  he  told  me  he  had  some 
difficulty  in  collecting  the  bills.  The  arrangement  made  before  the 
sale.  It  was  a  clear  day,  very  muddy ;  not  unusual  in  February.  I 
think  Mr.  Shoemaker  received  the  cash  that  was  paid  in  that  day ;  I 
think  he  received  his  appointment  through  Mr.  Richie ;  saw  him  at  the 
table,  and  I  made  no  objection  to  him. 

Re-examined  hy  Mr.  Reed. 

Plaintiff  in  fi.  fa.,  Jacob  Heston.  Proceedings  on  this  were  stayed. 
Counsel  for  him,  John  G.  Michener.  Plaintiff  in  vend,  exp.,  Edward 
Richie,  under  which  I  sold.  Amount  of  the  execution  81,000,  without 
interest.  Never  had  the  vendue  book  from  time  of  sale  till  authority 
to  J.  D.  Michener  endorsed  on  it.  Did  not  know  that  the  second  day’s 
sale  was  held ;  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  think  I  received  a  little 
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more  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  than  enough  to  pay  the  costs.  I  never 
received  any  thing  else  from  Mr.  Richie,  J.  D.  Michener,  or  any  body 
else  that  was  at  sale,  to  satisfy  the  execution  in  my  hands.  I  don’t 
know  the  amount  of  those  sales,  nor  where  the  money  went.  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  giving  any  authority  for  the  second  day’s  sale.  Can’t 
say  how  much  made  by  first  day’s  sale.  Vendue  book  left  on  premises 
to  be  footed  up ;  not  done  when  I  left ;  don’t  appear  to  be  footed  up 
yet ;  it  is  not  footed  up  yet.  The  vendue  list  I  take  for  granted  is  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  clerk.  The  vendue  list  not  returned  to  me  after 
sale.  Have  not  seen  it  since  8th  March,  till  now.  Have  frequently 
asked  for  it ;  for  I  considered  it  belonged  to  the  office.  I  think  I  did 
not  see  it  between  time  of  sale  and  8th  March.  I  have  an  inventory 
of  the  property  in  the  Sheriff’s  office.  They  were  the  goods  levied 
under  the  fi.  fa.  Only  inventory  I  had.  I  have  given  credit  at  sales 
before  at  request  of  plaintiff.  The  conditions  of  sale  were  arranged  at 
Samuel  Richie’s  request.  Have  no  test  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of 
sales.  I  should  say  all  the  articles  here  in  vendue  list  were  sold  on 
the  first  day.  I  believe  the  whole  of  the  list  was  sold  on  first  day.  I 
have  known  of  a  second  day’s  sale.  Two  days’  sale  advertised  by  me. 
And  I  am  confused  in  regard  to  my  recollection.  Don’t  recollect  of 
ever  having  heard  of  second  day’s  sale.  Sold  all  that  I  was  requested 
to  sell  by  Mr.  Richie  on  first  day.  Mr.  Richie  was  present  on  first  day, 
I  received  my  directions  from  Mr.  Richie,  the  plaintiff,  as  to  mode  of 
sale.  Don’t  know  any  thing  more  than  what  J.  D.  Michener  told  me 
as  to  amount  of  sales.  Troublesome  business  to  collect  bills,  and  there¬ 
fore  glad  to  be  relieved  of  it.  I  charged  my  commission  on  amount  of 
debt,  and  82  80,  extra  services.  I  think  the  amount  of  the  joint  sales 
was  not  spoken  of  to  me,  at  time  I  made  the  endorsement  on  vendue 
list.  I  did  not  authorize  the  removal  of  goods  that  were  not  sold,  nor 
did  I  know  of  it.  Mr.  Richie,  Mr.  Shoemaker  and  Mrs.  Hinchman 
pointed  out  the  goods  to  be  sold  and  those  not  to  be,  Silas  Preston  is 
unable  to  attend. 

Re-cross-examined. — Mr.  Michener  could  not  collect  the  amount  of 
the  bills  without  the  vendue  list,  and  therefore  I  left  it  with  him.  I 
never  asked  any  body  but  J.  D.  Michener  for  the  vendue  list. 

Re-examined, — Good  bit  of  money  paid  on  ground ;  did  not  know 
how  much  it  was  that  was  paid  in  on  that  day. 

Deposition  of  Silas  Preston,  read  by  Mr.  Reed  for  Plaintiff — prout, 

Preston,  affirmed  for  Plaintiff,  saith  : 

I  am  about  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  I  reside  in  Plumsted  Town¬ 
ship,  Bucks  county.  I  know  Morgan  Hinchman  as  a  neighbor,  living 
by  me  on  an  adjoining  farm.  I  own  the  farm  I  reside  on ;  I  have 
owned  it  about  fifty  years.  I  have  known  Morgan  Hinchman  ever 
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since  he  came  on  the  farm  which  he  bought,  I  think  it  is  about  five 
years.  About  the  time  he  was  buying  the  farm,  he  came  here  with 
Thomas  Brown,  to  enquire  for  some  old  title  deeds  and  drafts  of  the 
surveys  of  the  old  Brown  tract,  Thomas  Brown,  of  whom  Morgan 
Hinchman  bought  this  farm,  married  my  daughter,  I  crossed  his  farm 
divers  times,  and  saw  him  working  in  his  fields ;  could  see  him  at  work 
in  his  fields  from  my  farm.  In  the  management  of  his  farm,  I  did  not 
see  any  difference  Between  him  and  the  rest  of  his  neighbors ;  he  raised 
as  good  crops  as  the  rest  of  the  neighbors.  I  consider  that  he  improved 
the  farm  pretty  well.  He  hauled  lime  and  manure,  ani  had  a  great 
bed  of  compost  in  his  field  that  he  put  on  his  corn.  It  is  the  general 
custom  of  the  farmers  to  start  to  the  limekilns  long  before  daylight;  I 
saw  Morgan  Hinchman  return  with  a  load  early  in  the  morning ;  he 
must  have  started  before  daylight  to  have  returned  so  soon.  I  do  not 
know  what  time  he  started.  I  had  a  pretty  intimate  acquaintance  with 
him.  I  saw  him  in  his  fields,  and  he  has  been  here  at  my  house.  A 
day  or  two — a  short  time  before  I  heard  he  was  kidnapped,  he  was 
here  to  borrow  a  sieve  to  clean  timothy  seed— -and  a  short  time  after 
that  I  heard  he  was  detained.  I  did  not  hear  the  word  “  kidnapped” 
used  until  some  time  afterwards.  From  all  I  saw  or  knew  of  Morgan 
Hinchman  in  his  business  transactions,  I  had  no  reason  to  believe  him 
of  an  unsound  mind.  From  all  his  transactions  that  I  was  an  eye-wit¬ 
ness  to,  I  thought  him  of  a  sound  mind— admirably  so.  I  was  sur¬ 
prised  when  I  heard  that  Mr.  Hinchman  was  arrested  in  Philadelphia. 
I  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  neighborhood 
school,  where  there  was  some  difference  and  misunderstanding.  It  was 
a  misunderstanding  between  the  proprietors  of  the  school  and  those 
claiming  to  be  proprietors  from  transfer.  Mr.  Hinchman  came  in,  sat 
and  listened  to  us,  took  a  piece  of  paper,  drew  an  article  that  was  satis¬ 
factory  to  all  parties,  to  every  man  in  the  room ;  he  wrote  as  hard  as 
he  could  write.  This  ended  the  difficulty  that  had  been  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  about  the  school  house.  Mr.  Hinchman  was  a  proprietor  of 
the  school.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  acres  of  Mr.  Hinchman’s 
farm  exactly— it  is  above  an  hundred.  I  consider  Mr.  Hinchman’s 
farm  as  good  as  any  one  in  the  neighborhood  of  its  size.  I  went  to  Mr. 
Hinchman’s  after  it  was  reported  that  he  was  arrested ;  the  last  day  of 
the  sale  of  his  personal  property,  I  went  to  the  vendue.  I  did  not  feel 
rightly  reconciled  to  the  way  he  was  taken  away,  and  his  goods  set  up 
to  sale.  I  wanted  to  understand  something  about  it.  I  saw  the  defen¬ 
dant,  Samuel  Richie,  here  present,  there  that  afternoon— then  I  did  not 
know  his  name.  After  dinner,  Samuel  S.  Richie  went  out  and  blowed 
a  horn,  and  set  up  some  things  and  cried  them  himself.  I  think  there 
were  two  brothers  there.  I  think  they  called  them  Richie.  I  do  not 
know  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.  I  saw  a  person  sitting  at  the  table  filling 
up  notes  and  giving  receipts— at  least  I  took  it  to  be  so.  I  did  not  stay 
but  a  few  moments  after  Mr.  Richie  commenced  selling.  I  saw  him  set 
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up  for  sale  a  meat  tub  and  table — it  looked  like  a  meat  tub — I  should 
have  said  it  was  one  if  any  body  had  asked  me.  I  remember  the  table 
distinctly ;  it  had  a  leaf  which  folded  down ;  it  was  a  part  worn  table. 
John  D.  Michener  was  at  the  sale.  I  do  not  recollect  that  John  D. 
Michener  assisted  at  the  sale.  I  think  the  tenant  living  in  the  tenant 
house  handed  the  tub  out. 

Cross-examined  hy  Defendant, 

The  field  that  the  compost  heap  was  in,  was  the  field  below  the  grave¬ 
yard,  but  was  not  the  corn  field  that  year.  I  think  the  corn  was  planted 
the  next  year  after  I  saw  it,  I  think,  I  won’t  be  sure  about  these  things. 
I  cannot  tell  what  year  it  was  in ;  I  guess  it  was  the  year  before  he 
went  away — I  won’t  be  right  sure  about  it.  I  cannot  remember  right, 
I  think  it  was  the  second  year  after  he  came  up — I  won’t  be  right  sure 
about  it. 

Question, — Do  you  know  whether  Morgan  Hiiichman  ever  planted 
corn  in  the  field  below  the  grave-yard  ?  (Question  objected  to  as  not 
being  to  the  examination  in  chief.) 

Answer, — I  think  he  did — but  I  am  not  sure.  I  never  saw  him  move 
the  heap  of  compost.  I  do  not  remember  that  he  raised  any  thing  but 
corn  in  that  field.  I  cannot  tell  when  I  first  heard  that  he  was  kidnap¬ 
ped  ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  in  the  neighborhood  about  it.  I 
cannot  tell  where  I  first  heard  that  he  was  kidnapped.  The  first  I 
heard  any  great  handled  of  it  was  at  Abel  Griffith’s  court ;  though  I 
often  heard  it  talked  about  before.  I  know  it  was  a  Sheriff‘’s  sale. 

Re-examined  in  Chief. 

I  was  not  at  the  sale  the  first  day.  I  heard  it  said  that  it  was  a 
Sheriff’s  sale.  The  Sheriff  never  told  me  so.  I  did  not  see  the  Sheriff 
there  the  day  I  was  there. 

Defendant  declines  further  cross-examination. 

SILAS  PRESTON. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

December  20, 1848. 

Samuel  W.  Preston,  J.  P. 

Charles  Myers,  affirmed. 

Live  in  Plumsted,  Bucks  county,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Morgan  Hinchman’s  ;  am  a  farmer  ;  work  upon  my  own  farm  ,*  known 
him  since  about  three  months  after  he  moved  up.  I  have  sold  him  a  few 
things.  Have  been  at  his  house ;  he  at  mine.  He  managed  his  farm 
skilfully,  and  did  it  very  tasty.  I  considered  him  sane.  He  was  a 
close,  shrewd  dealer ;  punctual ;  when  he  made  a  bargain,  would  stand 
to  what  he  said.  His  stock  generally  good  as  his  neighbours,  except 
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one  mare.  He  seemed  to  be  clever  and  nice  to  his  wife  and  children, 
when  I  saw  him.  Was  present  when  he  was  in  attendance  at  Horse 
Company  Meeting.  He  was  fined  the  year  before.  It  was  agreed  by 
the  constitution  to  meet  at  10  ;  Morgan  Hinchman  was  there  at  10  and 
11  ,*  previous  arrangements  to  meet  and  take  dinner  at  1  o’clock. 
Morgan  did’nt  stay,  and  was  fined. 

Witness  testifies  as  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Horse  Company,  fining 
Morgan,  &c.  Morgan  was  exonerated ;  the  only  one  who  thought  of 
this  provision  of  Constitution  ;  and,  therefore,  I  considered  him  a  very 
smart  man. 

Cross-examined. — This  21st  December,  1846.  Don’t  know  when  I 
saw  him  before  ;  at  blacksmith’s  shop  I  met  him  a  short  time  before, 
conversed  with  him  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Came  to  my  house  in 
fall  of  1848;  wanted  to  buy  straw — insisted  on  buying  it;  he  went 
home  and  came  with  his  children  to  get  the  straw.  I  saw  him  at  the 
store  not  very  long  before  that — remember  the  part  of  the  subject  of 
Morgan’s  conversation ;  he  wanted  to  settle  with  the  store-keeper.  I 
conversed  with  him  twice  in  his  own  house ;  don’t  remember  the  time ; 
never  took  a  meal  there.  Appointed  a  Revenue  Commissioner  of  Turn¬ 
pike  Company,  and  went  there  to  sell  him  some  stock ;  he  introduced 
me  to  his  wife ;  there  about  one-half  hour.  Second  time  I  was  there 
talked  with  him  one  hour,  out  and  in. 

Chief. — I  agree  with  the  deposition  of  Mr,  Silas  Preston  in  regard  to 
School  House  difficulty  ;  I  was  one  of  the  Trustees. 

Samuel  Harry ^  sworn. 

Live  in  Montgomery  county,  Moreland,  about  fifteen  miles  this  side 
of  Morgan  Hinchman’s.  Have  known  Morgan  Hinchman  since  1844, 
intimately.  He  stopped  at  my  house  frequently  on  his  road  to  market ; 
staid  over  night  often  ;  knew  him  till  time  of  his  arrest ;  bought  produce 
of  him.  I  believe  him  a  sane  man ;  never  doubted  it ;  never  saw  any 
thing  wrong  or  irregular  about  him — sober  man. 

Cross-examined. — Fifteen  miles  from  town  I  live.  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  came  to  my  house  at  different  times  ;  about  9  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing  he  would  come,  and  leave  about  4  A.  M. — stopped  often  to  and 
fro.  Generally  went  to  bed  after  his  horses  were  taken  care  of,  shortly 
after  he  came.  Particular  about  his  horses. 

Re-examined. — Last  time  but  one ;  day  before  Christmas  he  stopped 
at  my  house. 

James  G.  Gibson^  sworn. 

In  1847,  a  Clerk  of  the  District  Court  Office.  I  was  one  of  the 
Inquest  on  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  was  summoned  by  Sheriff  of  this 
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county,  Mr.  Lelar.  I  went  out  to  the  Friends’  Asylum  in  company 
with  Sheriff,  Francis  Jordan  and  Edwin  Lelar.  Found  several  gentle¬ 
men  when  I  got  to  the  Asylum.  I  think  I  saw  Mr.  Richie  there.  Don’t 
know  Mr.  Biddle  by  name.  I  think  William  Biddle  was  one  of  the 
Jurymen.  Mr.  Edward  H.  Bonsall  one  of  the  Jurymen.  Mr.  Eli  K. 
Price  was  there  as  counsel.  We  were  qualified  out  at  the  Asylum. 
Morgan  Hinchman  was  not  present  when  I  was  sworn.  I  can’t  say 
whether  before  or  afler  Morgan  Hinchman  came  in  the  room,  that  evi¬ 
dence  was  produced.  I  think  there  was  before. 

No  witness  examined  in  presence  of  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  could 
not  name  the  witnesses  that  were  examined.  I  think  the  Richies 
w'ere  both  examined.  After  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  I  think, 
Morgan  Hinchman  was  brought  in ;  when  Morgan  Hinchman  came  in,  I 
can’t  say  that  I  recollect  of  his  appearance ;  of  any  violence  exhibited  on 
him.  Shortly  after  Morgan  Hinchman  came  in,  he  began  to  converse 
with  E.  K.  Price  ,*  I  heard  that  conversation,  which  was  of  a  business 
nature  ;  did’nt  pay  particular  attention  for  some  length.  I  think  Morgan 
Hinchman  inquired  of  E.  K.  Price  what  was  going  on — I  can’t  remem¬ 
ber  his  reply — but  to  this  effect,  that  some  of  his  friends  had  come  out 
to  see  him.  When  Morgan  Hinchman  discovered  what  they  were 
about,  he  said  he  would  like  to  have  some  of  his  friends  there  ;  and  Mr. 
P.  replied,  “  if  he  did’nt  consider  him  a  friend.”  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
reply  I  don’t  remember,  Morgan  Hinchman  said  he  would  rather 
have  his  friends  there,  and  his  own  counsel ;  and  I  don’t  remember  the 
reply  of  Price.  He  had  not  counsel ;  he  was  not  permitted  to  send  for 
counsel ;  he  was  not  permitted  to  send  for  his  friends.  I  don’t  recol¬ 
lect  his  mentioning  the  name  of  any  counsel.  We  did  not  come  to  any 
decision  while  Morgan  Hinchman  was  present.  Morgan  Hinchman 
shortly  after  that  left  the  room.  I  think  the  physician  of  the  house 
took  him  out  of  the  room.  I  did  not  ask  Morgan  Hinchman  any  ques¬ 
tions.  I  think  Dr.  Worthington  is  the  one  that  led  him  out.  After 
Morgan  Hinchman  was  taken  out  of  the  room,  I  think  Richies  remained; 
Mr.  Price  remained  in  the  room. 

(Inquisition  paper  shown  to  witness.)  That  is  my  signature  on  it. 
I  don’t  think  any  paper  drawn  up  while  Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  room. 
This  paper  was  drawn  up,  when  I  don’t  recollect.  This  paper  was 
signed  sometime  after  Morgan  Hinchman  went  out  of  the  room. 

Mr.  Williams  objects  to  the  plaintiffs  asking  witness  about  Morgan 
Hinchman’s  deportment  and  demeanor  while  in  the  room,  before  the 
Inquest. 

Objection  overruled,  and  defendant’s  counsel  excepts. 

Morgan  Hinchman  came  into  the  room  as  most  any  other  would 
come.  I  saw  nothing  from  his  appearance  to  warrant  insanity.  I 
should’nt  think  his  manner  either  mild  or  indignant ;  he  spoke  to  me, 
and  shook  hands  with  me,  before  he  discovered  what  was  going  on.  I 
was  there  till  after  dark.  We  left  down  here  about  2  o’clock.  I  don’t 
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remember  if  any  paper  was  read  to  me  while  I  was  there.  Saw  no 
paper  drawn. 

Cross-examined. — I  read  the  inquisition  before  the  time.  I  had  been 

sworn  before  I  signed  it-— and  I  did  sign  it. 

\ 

Chief.- — Mr.  Perkins  asks  him  “  what  induced  him  to  sign  the  in¬ 
quisition,” 

Mr.  Williams  objects  to  above  question,  (4  Rawle,  236.) 

The  question  is  withdrawn. 

John  H.  Willet^  affirmed. 

I  reside  38  Franklin  street.  I  know  Morgan  Hinchman.  Can’t  say 
how  long  I’ve  known  him.  Became  acquainted  with  him  not  very  long 
after  his  marriage.  I  knew  his  father.  His  (Morgan  Hinchman’s) 
wife  and  mine  first  cousins.  1,  and  my  family,  have  visited  Morgan 
Hinchman  and  his  family,  while  they  lived  in  the  city.  I  considered 
him  always  sane,  intelligent,  and  orderly,  and  supposed  him  to  be  a 
good  citizen.  As  far  as  I  have  seen,  his  deportment  to  his  family  and 
those  around  him,  has  been  kind.  I  cannot  say  when  I  last  saw  him. 
Morgan  Hinchman  at  my  house  in  cold  weather  of  1846  ;  know  not 
whether  it  was  November  or  December.  Then  I  saw  nothing  about 
him  that  indicated  insanity.  An  individual  was  there  about  some  busi¬ 
ness  with  me,  and  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  Morgan,  I  always 
considered  him  a  sane  man. 

Cross-examined. — I  never  was  at  his  house  in  the  country. 

Samuel  Beans,  affirmed. 

Live  in  Solebury  Township,  Bucks  County.  Sixty-third  year  of 
age ;  have  known  Morgan  since  he  came  into  that  part  of  the  country  ; 
have  been  along  the  road,  across  his  farm,  and  on  a  bye-road  which 
passes  by  his  premises ;  his  farm  looked  very  well.  Crossed  it  on 
purpose  to  view  it.  Went  to  same  monthly  meeting  with  Morgan, 
Am  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  meeting ;  have  been  one  something 
like  five  years  ;  have  seen  Morgan  at  public  sales,  and  at  mill,  and  at 
monthly  meeting  frequently.  I  never  discerned  any  thing  strange  or 
crazy  about  him.  The  thought  never  entered  my  mind  till  report  was 
about  the  country,— the  report  that  Morgan  was  put  into  the  Asylum, 
Samuel  Richie  came  to  my  house  about  the  middle  of  12th  month  last ; 
he  said  he  (Morgan,)  kept  a  regular  account  of  his  transactions,  valued 
his  stock,  and  kept  an  account  of  that ;  had  a  valuation  on  personal 
property ;  that  Morgan  got  up  and  started  to  market  before  day  ;  he 
was  mentioning  over  how  he  was  transacting  his  business ;  he  said 
that  this  went  to  show  that  he  was  an  insane  man  ;  he  also  said  he 
would  get  up  before  day  and  start  for  a  load  of  lime  ;  he  said  when  he 
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went  to  the  blacksmith’s  shop,  and  blacksmith  charged  I25  cents,  he 
would  lay  down  10,  and  walk  oft'.  Nothing  said  about  wasting  his 
property ;  he  said  these  were  signs  of  insanity.  Nothing  said  about 
moral  insanity.  Samuel  Richie  told  me,  about  one  year  before  they 
took  him  to  the  Asylum,  that  he  and  another  friend  went  to  take  him 
to  Asylum,  and  they  found  him  as  rational  as  he  or  I  was.  He  did’nt 
say  who  this  other  friend  was  ;  he  told  me  the  plan  that  was  made  out 
to  detain  him  the  day  before,  to  keep  him  in  the  city  ;  he  said  they 
first  concluded  to  tell  him  his  wife  was  in  the  city,  but  thought  that 
would  not  do.  Then  he  said,  I  detained  him ;  and  then  they  got  ano¬ 
ther  man  to  detain  him.  That  man  told  him  he  must  wait  till  eight 
o’clock,  the  next  morning,  and  there  would  be  a  purchaser  there  for  his 
house  and  lot.  He  said,  the  next  morning  at  eight,  w’e  gathered  there 
and  took  Morgan  to  a  private  room ;  he  said,  they  told  him  now  he 
must  abandon  his  business  and  go  into  the  Asylum.  Morgan  said, 
“  for  what,”  and  he  was  told  he  was  not  well,  and  he  was  to  go  there 
to  be  doctored ;  Morgan  said,  he  had  too  much  business  on  hand,  he 
must  go  home  and  tend  to  his  business ;  they  then  said,  they  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  force  him  to  go,  and  they  took  him  and  put  him  into  his  wagon, 
and  as  he  jumped  on  to  the  swingle-tree,  he  made  signs  to  jump  over, 
and  they  held  him.  Samuel  Richie  said  he  held  the  horses  while  they 
did  it.  I  did  not  ask  him  who  these  were  but  himself,  nor  how. many. 
Thomas  VVistar,  Jr.,  visited  me;  he  was  introduced  to  me;  was  a 
stranger,  and  had  never  seen  him,  to  my  knowledge.  This  was  the 
fore-part  of  last  month,  (February ;)  he  said  Morgan  was  an  insane 
man  ;  he  said  he  got  up  before  day  to  go  to  market  and  for  lime.  These 
he  gave  as  instances  of  his  insanity.  Mr.  Wistar  said,  Morgan  com¬ 
plained  that  the  jury  should  condemn  him  in  the  Asylum ;  that  he 
thought  he  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  them,  because  they  were  his 
friends,  and  were  doing  for  the  best.  Mr.  Wistar  said,  “  we  chose  three 
of  the  jury,  and  the  Sheriff  chose  three.”  I  understood  him  to  say, 
he  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  that.  I  don’t  think  there  was  a  word 
said  about  his  squandering  his  property.  I  sat  and  listened  to  what 
Thomas  Wistar  had  to  say ;  he  was  a  stranger  to  me. 

(Paper  shown  to  witness — Michener’s  paper.)  Prout. 

I  saw  Michener  sign  that  paper.  Morgan  was  present.  Done  at 
Buckingham  meeting  house.  In  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Wistar,  I 
recommended  an  amicable  settlement.  I  told  him  I  thought  they  had 
done  wrong,  and  trampled  on  discipline  of  Society  of  Friends.  He  said 
the  discipline  had  nothing  to  do  with  deranged  persons.  I  recommend¬ 
ed  a  compromise,  and  he  said  the  time  was  too  short;  it  was  marked 
for  trial  the  next  second-day.  I  told  him  it  could  be  done  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  before  the  Court  commenced.  I  then  offered,  if  I  could  be  of  any 
service,  to  spend  three  or  four  days,  to  get  it  compromised  ;  he  did’nt 
think  it  could  be  compromised ;  did’nt  think  Morgan  would  stick  to  it 
if  it  was  compromised.  I  said  I  thought  he  would ;  that  point  seemed 


« 


91 

to  end  there.  He  asked  me  if  I  was’nt  ashamed  of  my  conduct,  con¬ 
sidering  the  station  I  held  in  society  ;  he  said  we  are  going  to  sustain 
our  cause  by  our  character ;  that  no  honourable  jury  would  be  sum¬ 
moned  in  the  city,  that  would  condemn  them.  I  told  him,  I  thought 
they  bore  a  good  character,  if  that  was  the  case.  I  don’t  recollect  any 
thing  else. 

Cross-examined. — I  don’t  know  that  I  ever  spoke  to  Morgan  more 
than  once  or  twice;  once  at  mill  and  once  at  meeting.  The  first  year 
he  lived  there,  I  saw  him  at  mill.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with 
him  before  diis  arrest.  Samuel  Richie  called  upon  me  and  stated  his 
purpose ;  that  he  had  brought  a  paper  for  me  to  sign,  and  read  it,  and 
asked  me  if  I  had  given  Morgan  Hinchman  liberty  to  go  to  law,  as  an 
Overseer.  I  told  him  four  of  the  Overseers  had  convened  together  to 
consult  on  that  matter ;  that  I  and  two  others  had  said  we  did’nt  see 
any  thing  better  to  be  done  at  present.  The  other  was  a  young  man, 
and  said  nothing.  This  was  in  the  fall — last  fall.  The  conversation 
with  Mr.  Richie  took  place  about  three  months  back.  Can’t  remember 
how  long  after  the  meeting  of  the  Overseers.  Meeting  of  Overseers 
and  this  conversation  not  far  apart ;  meeting  of  Overseers  not  long 
before  this  conversation  with  Samuel  Richie.  I  don’t  remember  that 
Samuel  Richie  told  me,  he  had  been  requested  by  his  mother  and  wife 
to  act  in  this  matter.  He  told  me  Morgan  Hinchman  had  attempted 
to  hang  himself ;  he  told  me  his  wife  went  into  the  room  and  found 
him  hanging.  Samuel  Richie  said  he  was  willing  to  leave  the  whole 
matter  to  any  individuals  I  should  choose.  I  thought  it  was  a  fine 
thing;  that  it  would  be  fine  to  have  it  compromised.  I  offered  to  talk 
with  Morgan  Hinchman  about  it ;  had  never  seen  Samuel  Richie  before 
this.  Morgan  Hinchman’s  wife  with  Thomas  Wistar  when  he  came 
to  see  me.  Ezra  Comfort  and  Joshua  Michener  with  Samuel  Richie, 
when  he  came  to  see  me.  I  knew  them.  They  were  under  the 
appointment  of  Overseers  same  as  I  was,  of  the  same  monthly  meet¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Michener  an  elder  and  member  of  the  meeting  for  sufferings. 
Samuel  Richie  and  I  sat  in  one  corner,  and  they  sat  on  the  other  side 
of  the  room.  Joshua  Michener  hard  of  hearing.  Samuel  Richie  of¬ 
fered  to  leave  it  to  any  body  of  Friends,  that  I  might  choose  in  his 
meeting,  in  Philadelphia  or  Burlington.  Don’t  remember  any  other 
places.  Mrs.  Hinchman  by  at  time  of  my  conversation  with  Thomas 
Wistar,  junior.  I  arn  sure  Thomas  Wistar  said  “  we.”  Don’t  know 
what  he  meant  by  “  we.”  They  said  they  were  going  to  John  D. 
Michener’s.  I  urged  them  to  stay,  but  they  would  not.  Samuel  Wil¬ 
son  was  with  them  ;  he  an  Overseer  of  our  meeting.  I  don’t  know 
that  he  participated  in  the  conversation  with  Thomas  Wistar.  Samuel 
Wilson’s  health  bad  now ;  has’nt  been  two  years  since  1  took  pains  to 
have  him  straitened  up  now.  An  overseer  now  of  our  meeting. 

Chief. — Samuel  Wilson  witnessed  that  paper. 
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Nathan  R,  Potts^  affirmed. 

Member  of  Philadelphia  bar ;  reside  in  Philadelphia  ;  know  Morgan 
Hinchman  ;  known  him  about  twelve  years ;  I  have  been  employed  by 
him  professionally,  and  as  a  Conveyancer.  I  knew  him  to  be  employed 
in  office  of  Samuel  Webb,  about  twelve  years  ago.  Then  he  called  on 
me,  and  wanted  a  situation  with  me.  He  has  employed  me  frequently 
in  ground  rents,  matters  of  estate,  &c. ;  often  at  my  office.  While 
negotiating  for  the  farm  in  Bucks  County,  found  him  very  skilful  in 
those  matters.  I  think  my  family  frequently  purchased  marketing  of 
him.  I  never  had  the  least  doubt  of  his  sanity ;  such  an  idea  never 
entered  my  mind.  He  was  quite  shrewd,  acute  and  intelligent  on  the 
topics  I  conversed  with  him.  I  think  I  first  heard  of  his  being  in  the 
Asylum  last  fall ;  at  time  depositions  were  taken  in  Hanna’s  office.  I 
met  Morgan  in  the  street  about  that  time,  and  asked  him  wl^re  he  had 
been ;  and  he  told  me  he  had  been  in  the  Asylum.  I  believe  Morgan 
was  a  pretty  competent  scrivener. 

Cross-exammed. — Never  had  other  intercourse  with  him  than  on 
business.  Was  at  his  house  once  or  twice  to  take  acknowledgments, 
when  he  lived  in  town.  He  left  several  agencies  with  me  when  he 
went  to  Bucks  County ;  some  ground  rents.  I  believe  when  he  came 
to  market  he  generally  called  to  see  me;  our  conversation  just  on  the 
particular  business  I  had  with  him.  No  visiting  intercourse  with  him. 

Samuel  L.  Clement^  affirmed. 

Live  in  Northern  Liberties  ;  a  Conveyancer ;  have  known  Morgan 
Hinchman  at  least  thirteen  years.  I  think  he  was  in  Mr.  Webb’s  house 
when  I  first  knew  him.  Have  drawn  deeds  for  him.  The  first  busi¬ 
ness  I  had  with  Hinchman  I  borrowed  some  money  for  him.  I  can’t 
recollect  how  Idng  our  business  lasted.  I  always  considered  him  a 
sane  man.  Never  observed  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  Never  visited 
his  house.  I  saw  him  for  the  last,  either  the  night  before  or  that  night 
week  of  his  arrest,  that  I  saw  him.  No  deficiency  in  making  bargains. 

Cross-examined. — Saw  him  almost  every  week  after  he  went  to 
Bucks  County.  I  drew  two  or  three  deeds  for  him  ;  I  can’t  give  the 
dates ;  it  was  before  he  went  to  the  country.  I  drew  mortgages  for 
him ;  before  he  went  to  the  country ;  two  or  three  years ;  he  was  in 
the  bank  at  that  time.  Recollect  nothing  about  a  search  that  he  was 
to  certify.  Don’t  recollect  of  his  asking  to  pass  a  title  when  an  incum¬ 
brance  on  it.  I  never  was  at  his  house.  He  has  been  in  my  house ; 
never  visited  my  family. 

Deposition  of  Conrad  Myers  read  by  plaintiff,  prout  same. 

Conrad  Myers.,  being  duly  affirmed,  says,  I  expect  to  leave  this  city 
on  Saturday  next  for  California.  I  am  twenty-nine  years  of  age ;  I 
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resided  in  Bucks  County  at  the  time  Morgan  Hinchman  lived  there ; 
in  the  neighborhood  of  half  a  mile  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  his 
residence. 

I  followed  blacksmithing  there  at  the  time  he  moved  in  that  neigh¬ 
borhood.  I  knew  him  from  the  time  he  moved  there,  in  1844.  I  did 
pretty  much  all  his  work  myself,  until  the  time  in  1846,  November 
25th,  when  I  think  I  left  there.  I  saw  him  every  few  days  through 
the  week  at  that  lime,  and  sometimes  every  day.  I  was  at  his  house 
frequently,  and  was  there  on  business  at  different  times.  I  went  there 
to  do  mechanical  work  once  or  twice,  and  at  other  times  on  business ; 
I  also  went  there  one  evening,  and  came  with  him  to  the  city. 

Question. — Did  you  ever,  at  any  time  during  your  acquaintance  with 
him,  discover  any  unsoundness  of  mind  in  him  7 

Answer. — I  did  not. 

Question. — If  there  had  been  any,  would  you  not  have  discovered  it? 

Answer. — I  think  that  I  should,  as  I  had  running  accounts  with  him 
nearly  all  the  time  in  my  business.  I  have  also  a  number  of  times 
noticed  his  stock  on  his  farm ;  and  I  think  he  had  his  stock  as  well 
selected  as  any  farm  in  that  neighborhood  ,*  much  better.  And  when 
he  had  any  work  done  with  me,  he  was  always  very  particular,  and 
wanted  it  done  well,  and  as  cheap  as  possible. 

He  most  generally  inquired  the  price  before  he  got  his  work  done, 
and  he  never  interfered  with  any  one’s  business  at  my  shop,  to  my  re¬ 
collection.  (He  also  had  one  horse  that  he  kept  particularly  for  his 
wife,  and  told  me  that  he  would  not  sell  it  on  that  account.)  I  saw  his 
wife  driving  that  horse  past  my  shop  a  number  of  times.  Objected  to. 

Question. — Did  you  ever  hear  his  wife  speak  of  the  horse,  or  about 
him  ?  Objected  to. 

Answer. — I  have  not,  because  I  was  not  acquainted  with  her,  and 
never  spoke  but  a  few  words  to  her. 

I  have  also  seen  Morgan  make  different  purchases  in  the  stock  line. 
I  saw  him  purchase  a  lot  of  cattle  one  day  of  Abraham  Shaddinger,  a 
drover ;  and  I  saw  that  he  bought  them  lower  than  the  drover  had  an 
offer  for  them  before.  I  had  heard  the  offer  the  drover  had  before. 

Question. — Did  he  make  his  purchases  with  discretion  and  judg¬ 
ment? 

Objected  to  as  leading. 

Question  withdrawn. 

Question. — In  what  manner  did  he  make  his  purchases  and  conduct 
his  business,  [with  discretion  and  judgment,  or  otherwise.] 

The  last  clause  of  the  question  objected  to. 
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Amwer, — To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  purchased  them  with  a 
sound  judgment,  as  much  as  I  could  tell. 

Question  repeated. 

Answer, — I  have  answered  as  much  as  I  could  tell.  His  family  was 
conducted  nothing  contrary  to  any  of  our  neighbours.  He  was  very 
good  in  his  payments  for  the  work  I  did  for  him.  He  always  paid  up 
punctually.  He  generally  paid  cash  as  he  went.  When  I  left  in  No¬ 
vember,  1846,  I  left  two  young  men  in  charge  of  my  business,  James 
Briggs  and  Isaac  Large.  They  did  work  for  him  after  I  left,  and  was 
charged  on  book  account.  Mr.  Richie  afterwards  paid  me  for  this — I 
think,  Mr.  Samuel  Richie,  the  one  that  transacted  the  business  up  there. 
Mr.  Hinchman’s  business  I  mean.  After  the  sale  I  settled  with  him, 
I  returned  home  in  February,  before  the  sale.  I  was  at  the  sale  of 
Mr.  Hinchman’s  personal  property. 

Question, — Who  was  there  ?  Objected  to. 

Answer. — I  could  not  tell ;  I  was  not  particularly  acquainted  with 
them.  I  recollect  seeing  several  there  that  appeared  to  take  part  in  it. 

The  gentleman  that  I  settled  with  was  there  at  the  same  time  ,*  I  think 
his  name  is  Samuel  Richie.  I  could  not  tell  for  certain  whether  Ed¬ 
ward  Richie  was  there,  as  I  did  not  know  him  at  the  time;  but  I  think 
I  saw  him  at  the  sale,  but  am  not  certain.  I  could  not  tell  for  certain 
whether  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Matlack  was  there.  I  don’t  know  Mr.  Wistar. 
I  think  I  gave  Mr.  Richie  a  receipt  when  he  paid  me. 

(Mr.  Perkins  calls  on  defendant’s  counsel  for  the  receipt.) 

(Mr.  Biddle  replies  that  he  has  not  heard  of  it  before;  that  he  has 
no  such  paper  here,  and  that  Mr.  Samuel  Richie  is  not  in  the  city.) 
Mr.  Hinchman’s  farm  was,  I  think,  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  and 
was  considered  the  best  farm  in  that  neighborhood.  It  was  stocked 
very  good  ;  the  buildings  were  very  good  for  country  buildings.  I  pre¬ 
sume  the  farm  was  worth  at  that  time  about  $80  an  acre. 

I  could  not  tell  whether  all  the  stock  and  furniture  was  sold  at  the 
sale  in  February.  I  was  at  the  sale,  I  think,  only  one  day ;  I  was  only 
there  at  the  one  sale,  and  whether  they  had  any  other  sale  I  cannot 
tell ;  and  could  not  tell  whether  it  lasted  more  than  one  day ;  as  I  was 
away  from  home  a  good  bit  of  my  time,  I  did  not  pay  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  it. 

I  was  not  long  at  a  time  at  Morgan’s  house.  I  don’t  think  over  half 
an  hour.  I  don’t  know  though.  I  could  not  tell  how  long.  They 
lived  very  agreeable  while  I  was  there.  I  never  saw  any  thing  to  the 
contrary. 

I  reside  now  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Noble  streets.  I  am  a 
single  man.  I  board  there. 
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Mr,  Biddle^  saving  all  exceptions^  proceeds  to  cross-examine, 

I  could  not  tell  how  often  I  was  at  Mr.  Hinchman’s  farm,  in  1846. 
I  think  probably  I  was  there  as  often  as  once  a  month,  but  could  not 
tell.  I  had  different  business  there,  partly  connected  with  my  occupa¬ 
tion,  I  went  there  two  or  three  times  to  fix  a  door  to  a  bake  oven, 
which  could  not  well  be  carried  to  the  blacksmith.  The  oven  was  in 
the  kitchen.  I  was  in  the  house  at  other  times.  I  don’t  recollect  ever 
being  in  the  parlour  more  than  once.  Mr.  Hinchman  went  in  with 
me  and  showed  me  what  to  do  at  the  bake  oven,  and  then  he  went  out 
about  his  business  on  the  farm. 

I  don’t  recollect  any  other  piece  of  business  in  which  I  was  ever 
employed  in  the  house  there. 

I  saw  Morgan  two  or  three  times  a  week,  at  my  shop  on  business, 
at  certain  times.  I  don’t  recollect  ever  having  much  conversation  with 
him,  or  seeing  him  at  our  place,  except  on  business. 

Question. — Do  you  recollect  Mr.  Hinchman  bringing  his  plough  to 
your  shop  in  his  carriage? 

Ansvjer. — Not  his  plough,  but  his  plough  irons,  which  is  a  custom 
among  all  farmers  in  that  neighborhood.  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
Jesse  Forker,  but  can’t  say  that  I  ever  spoke  to  his  wife.  He  lives  on 
Mr.  Hinchman’s  farm,  in  the  tenant  house. 

Question. — Have  you  ever  heard  Mr.  Forker  say  that  he  thought 
Mr.  Hinchman  insane  ? 

Objected  to. 

Answer. — I  could  not  positively  say  that  I  ever  did.  I  never  heard 
him.  I  never  heard  him  speak  on  the  subject  that  way,  or  to  that  effect. 
I  heard  him  say  once  that  he  was  a  little  queer,  but  that  he  liked  him 
very  well.  I  never  heard  him  say  he  was  insane. 

Question. — Have  you  not  heard  him  say  that  Mr.  Hinchman  was 
the  d - est  man  he  ever  saw  ? 

Objected  to. 

Answer. — I  could  not  say  that  I  did. 

Question. — Have  not  you  said  to  Edward  Richie,  that  Forker  had 
said  so  to  you  ? 

Answer. — I  don’t  know.  I  don’t  think  that  I  ever  did  say  positively 
that  it  was  that — don’t  remember  now.  For  my  part,  if  I  had  to  re¬ 
collect  all  that  passed  between  me  and  Forker,  as  we  were  often  toge¬ 
ther,  three  or  four  times  a  week,  I  would  have  to  have  kept  a  book. 

Question. — Try  to  recollect  if  you  have  not  told  Edward  Richie 
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that  Forker  had  told  you  something  to  the  same  effect,  as  the  words 
mentioned  in  my  last  question ;  if  not  these  very  words  1 

Answer, — I  can’t  recollect  of  my  saying  any  thing,  positively,  I 
remember  that  Edward  Richie  and  me  talked  about  the  subject,  and  I 
could  not,  to  save  my  life,  say  what  we  talked  about ;  and  I  cannot  re¬ 
collect  telling  him  such  words  as  that,  or  nothing  of  the  kind. 

By  Mr,  Griscom, 

I  am  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  served  my  apprenticeship  in  New 
Britain  Township,  Bucks  County,  for  two  years  and  nine  months,  I 
never  carried  on  farming.  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  business  of 
purchasing  stock,  after  I  was  of  age.  When  I  left  my  home  in  1846, 
I  left  on  business  to  buy  a  drove  of  horses  at  the  west,  and  bring  them 
in.  I  think  that  every  time  I  visited  Mr.  Hinchman’s  house,  it  was  on 
business.  Never  as  a  guest  that  I  can  say.  Mr.  Hinchman  was  at 
times  out  on  his  farm,  and  at  times  I  could  not  tell  where  he  was. 
When  Mr.  Hinchman  was  not  there,  Forker  transacted  the  business. 

Question, — You  say  you  had  long  conversations  with  Edward 
Richie,  on  the  subject  of  Morgan.  In  any  of  these  conversations  did 
you  mention  to  Edward  Richie  what  Jesse  Forker  had  said  to  you  on 
the  subject  of  Morgan — his  manner  and  conduct? 

Objected  to. 

Answer, — It’s  what  I  have  told  you  before.  I  can’t  recollect  any 
thing.  Nothing  particular  on  that  subject.  What  I  mentioned  before 
was  that  Forker  came  to  my  shop  once  in  particular — once  in  particu¬ 
lar,  I  know,  and  told  me  that  Morgan  was  a  little  queer,  but  that  he 
liked  him,  and  that  he  could  get  along  with  him  very  well.  Whether 
I  mentioned  that  to  Mr.  Richie  or  not,  I  can’t  tell. 

Objected  to. 

Question, — What  was  Forker  talking  about  when  he  said  that  Mor¬ 
gan  was  a  little  queer  ? 

Answer, — I  can’t  recollect. 

Question, — What  was  it  that  Forker  was  talking  about  which  he 
said  was  queer  on  the  part  of  Morgan  ? 

Answer, — I  cannot  say. 

By  Mr,  Biddle, 

Question, — Have  you  read  over  your  previous  deposition  since  it 
was  given  ? 

Answer, — I  have  not. 
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Question, — Have  you  been  talking  over  the  subject  of  your  testi¬ 
mony  with  Morgan  1 

Answer, — We  have  spoke  a  few  words  about  it,  but  not  of  any  con¬ 
sequence. 

Ke-ezamined.—'^AviBj:^  Richie  came  to  my  store,  a  flour  and  feed 
store,  No.  238  North  Third  street,  about  a  month  ago,  and  I  had  my 
head  full  of  California  business  then,  and  could  not  tell  what  was  said. 
I  can’t  tell  what  he  came  about.  He  just  stepped  in,  as  he  was  a  next 
door  neighbour  to  us.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  that  was  the 
only  time  he  spoke  to  me  about  this  business.  I  think  he  never  told 
me  how  they  took  Mr.  Hinchman.  Mr.  Forker  was  the  hired  man  of 
Mr.  Hinchman. 

I  was  raised  in  the  country.  I  am  acquainted  with  farming,  and 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm  until  I  went  to  my  trade. 

On  the  evening  I  went  to  Mr.  Hinchman’s,  to  come  to  the  city  with 
him,  I  could  not  tell  how  long  I  was  at  his  house.  He  was  not  quite 
ready,  and  so  he  told  me  to  go  into  the  parlour  and  wait  a  little  while. 
I  saw  Mrs.  Hinchman-— she  handed  me  a  plate  with  plums,  and  I  eat 
them  while  I  was  w^aiting.  It  was  about  sun-set  in  the  evening  when 
we  left  Mr.  Hinchman’s.  Mrs.  Hinchman  seemed  cheerful  and  happy. 
I  think  this  was  the  last  year  they  lived  there,  in  the  fall  of  the  year. 
Morgan  was  not  in  the  parlour,  he  was  up  stairs  dressing. 

CONRAD  MEYER. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

February  7,  1849. 

Thomas  D.  Smith,  Alderman, 

Adjourned  till  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday  morning,  March  15th,  10  A.  M. 

Edith  Willet, 

Wife  of  J.  H.  Willet.  First  cousin  to  Morgan  Hinchman’s  wife. 
Have  known  him  since  his  marriage.  Visited  at  his  house,  and  he  at 
ours.  Seen  him  with  his  family— altogether  during  his  residence  in 
city — during  residence  in  the  country.  He  has  visited  at  our  house. 
I  never  observed  any  thing  crazy,  strange,  or  out  of  the  way  about 
him.  He  was  always  kind  to  his  family  in  my  presence.  Saw  him 
a  few  weeks  before  his  arrest,  I  think.  We  were  at  lea  when  he  came 
in,  I  think,  and  he  sat  down  to  the  table. 

Cross-examined.-— Vi Q  lived  38  Franklin  street.  Never  went  to  his 
house  in  Bucks  County.  Morgan  was  sometimes  at  home  when  I 
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visited  Margaretta  Hinchman.  He  has  staid  at  our  house  during  the 
night  several  times.  I  think  generally  in  the  winter  or  fall ;  this  since 
he  went  to  Bucks  County.  He  never  staid  at  my  house  before  he  went 
to  the  country,  during  the  night.  Mrs.  Hinchman’s  conduct  to  him 
was  always  kind.  Never  saw  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  of  her  con¬ 
ducting  herself  like  a  kind  wife  towards  him. 

Chief, — Elizabeth  Shoemaker  has  been  at  my  house.  Samuel 
Richie  has  been  at  our  house.  Not  since  his  arrest.  Often  called  at 
Morgan’s  house  after  meeting.  On  intimate  terms  with  Morgan  and 
family. 

Patrick  McDevitt,  sworn, 

*  » 

I  was  employed  at  Friends’  Asylum  on  the  farm,  in  1847,  Went 
there  29th  March,  ’47.  Morgan  Hinchman  there  at  that  time — I  saw 
him,  first  time,  in  the  yard  within  the  walls.  Did  not  see  him,  unless  in 
that  yard,  till  some  time  in  May.  I  saw  him  going  out  with  the  care¬ 
taker,  and  six  or  seven  other  patients,  then.  I  was  planting  corn  then ; 
not  more  than  a  rod  from  where  we  were  working,  that  he  passed  by  us } 
he  stepped  across  to  where  we  were  planting  the  corn.  He  took  a  hoe 
and  began  to  cover  some  of  the  hills  where  we  were  planting.  The 
care-taker  told  him  to  come  along.  He  was  going,  and  then  care¬ 
taker  then  said,  if  he  was  of  any  use,  to  keep  him,  but  not  let  him  go 
away  ;  he  worked  with  us  then — he  staid  ’till  about  half  or  quarter  of 
an  hour  of  twelve.  Come  again  in  the  afternoon  to  help  us — that  he 
had  asked  permission  of  Mr.  Garrett  to  come  out,  and  he  had  got 
leave.  He  seemed  to  understand  his  business,  as  particular  as  any  man, 
I  understood  that  he  had  his  parole  from  Mr.  Garrett,  after  his  uncle 
Hinchman  had  been  there — heard  it  from  the  care-taker.  He  had 
more  liberty  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  than  when  I  first  come  there; 
he  ploughed  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  and  mowed  ;  he  mowed  well  as 
most  common  people — as  clean  as  any  one  I  ever  saw  mow — he 
mowed  for  the  Institution.  As  far  as  I  knew,  he  gave  his  word  not  to 
go  off  the  premises.  I  remained  there  after  he  went  away,  ’till  fifth 
or  sixth  January,  1848,  about.  I  mowed  with  him — he  did  nothing 
out  of  the  way,  at  all. 

Cross-examined. — He  worked  with  me  in  east  direction  of  Asylum, 
towards  Frankford,  about  one  square  from  house.  Can’t  say  whether 
he  worked  voluntarily.  He  mowed  on  three  different  days  with  me— 
first  morning,  from  eight  to  twelve  ;  and  mowed  parts  of  days  ;  I  didn’t 
quit  ’till  one.  Twelve,  the  dinner  hour.  No  care-taker  with  him, 
when  working  with  me.  He  came  out  alone ;  went  in  when  he  pleased, 
to  be  sure.  I  saw  him  several  times  in  the  yard,  before  he  came  out. 
I  saw  him  when  I  was  trimming  the  trees.  It  was  early  corn  we  were 
planting. 
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Chief, — I  never  saw  any  thing  crazy  or  strange  about  him,  nor  out 
of  the  way. 

Cross-examined — My  whole  communication  with  him  from  what  I 
have  stated. 

Comly  Michener,  affirmed. 

I  was  in  market  with  Morgan  Hinchman,  in  ’47 ;  on  sixth  day  of 
January,  ’47 — saw  him  in  the  forenoon,  between  ten  and  twelve — con¬ 
versed  some  little  with  him,  he  had  not  disposed  of  all  his  marketing 
then — sold  some  butter  when  I  was  standing  with  him.  Saw  nothing 
strange  or  out  of  the  way  in  him  then.  I  live  in  Plumsted,  Bucks 
county. 

Cross-examined. — I  had  sold  out  that  morning,  and  was  going  up 
the  street  to  buy  some  groceries.  Not  on  any  particular  business  ;  so 
I  stopped,  and  talked  with  friend  Morgan,  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
He  was  engaged  in  selling — not  common  to  be  engaged,  all  the  while, 
in  selling.  . 

Dr,  Gehhard^  affirmed,  [Lewis  P.) 

Physician  in  this  city — graduate  of  University  in  Pennsylvania  ;  in 
1813, 1  graduated.  Have  been  a  practitioner  ever  since.  Have  known 
Morgan  Hinchman  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  Became  acquainted 
with  him  when  he  was  at  his  uncle  Webbs.  Not  at  his  house  in  Mar¬ 
shall  street,  but  once  ;  that  to  sign  some  deed.  I  have  seen  him  seve¬ 
ral  times  since  he  resided  in  the  country,  at  my  house.  He  was  in 
habit  of  calling  twice  a  year,  to  collect  ground  rent,  payable  by  me  to 
Morgan.  I  saw  him  December,  ’46.  Conversed  with  him  then.  He 
came  there  about  an  alley  between  his  property  and  mine.  Never 
observed  any  thing  strange,  crazy  or  out  of  the  way,  about  him. 
Never  doubted  his  sanity.  I  saw  him  December,  somewhere  towards 
Christmas.  Saw  me  on  business  then.  Sometimes  left  marketing  with 
me.  Sometimes  conversed  with  him  ;  in  December,  ’46,  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes. 

Cross-examined. — Never  at  Morgan  Hinchman’s  house,  except  above 
mentioned  time.  Sometimes  he  called  to  sell  marketing;  when  gene¬ 
rally,  I  saw  him,  for  a  few  moments ;  had  conversations  when  he  had 
business  about  ground  rents.  Many  men  who  are  capable  of  transact¬ 
ing  business,  may  yet  be  insane.  I  have  had  as  much  experience, 
in  matters  of  insanity,  as  physicians  in  private  practice  have.  Some¬ 
times  very  difficult  to  detect  the  signs  of  insanity.  Monomania  cases  ; 
some  cases  recorded  where  the  most  skilful  physicians  have  been  baf¬ 
fled  in  detecting  the  signs  of  insanity. 
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The  Judge  postpones  all  further  cross-examination  of  this  kind,  un¬ 
til  defence  opens. 

Witness  continues. — There  might  have  been  such  a  species  of  in¬ 
sanity  about  Morgan  Hinchman,  that  I  could  not  have  detected.  Gene¬ 
rally  speaking,  we  can  tell.  Never  observed  any  disconnected  conver¬ 
sation  about  Morgan. 

Chief. — From  what  I  saw  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  I  should  never 
have  been  willing  to  have  signed  a  certificate  of  his  insanity. 

Mr.  Reed  calls  for  certificate  of  Dr.  Kite,  and  order  signed  by  Mr. 
Warder. 

Philip  Garret.,  affirmed,  to  testify  to  the  Court,  examined  hy  Mr, 
Williams. 

I  have  neither  the  certificate  or  order  in  my  possession,  at  present. 
I  had  them  in  my  possession.  They  were  got  from  me  at  time  they 
were  taking  depositions  for  Bucks  county.  My  impression  is,  B.  H. 
Warder  got  them.  I  have  not  charged  my  mind  with  them ;  it  has 
been  so  long  since.  I’ve  looked  carefully  for  them,  myself,  over  all 
my  papers — surprised  I  could  not  find  it,  for  a  while. 

Benjamin  H.  Warder  affirmed,  to  give  testimony,  as  to  matter,  he- 
fore  the  Court, 

I  have  not  in  my  possession  the  order  or  certificate.  Saw  them  at 
J.  Hanna’s  office.  The  last  I’ve  seen  of  them,  and  know  nothing  about 
them,  except  I  saw  the  certificate  here,  yesterday,  in  Court. 

Cross-examined. — I  mean  Dr.  Kite’s  certificate  and  order  for  admis¬ 
sion — on  one  piece  of  paper,  then.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  any  paper  containing  the  order  of  admission  signed — now. 

Samuel  B.  Fisher,  recalled. 

Edward  Richie  said  he  and  William  Biddle  made  out  the  list,  and 
Edward  Richie  handed  it  to  Sheriff — and  mentioned  three  names,  Wm. 
Biddle,  Mr.  Bonsall,  and  Mr.  Mordecai  L.  Dawson. 

Cross-examined. — I  know  Isaac  Hinchman,  one  brother  of  Benjamin 
Hinchman,  and  my  wife ;  and  one  Isaac,  son  of  Joseph  Hinchman. 
Don’t  know  where  Isaac,  son  of  Joseph  Hinchman,  is  now. 

I  don’t  know  of  any  member  of  Hinchman’s  family  being  insane. 

James  Barclay,  affirmed, 

I  live  in  Bucks  county,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Morgan 
Hinchman’s.  Known  him  about  five  years ;  very  good  opportunities  of 
intercourse  with  him.  I  have  been  at  his  house,  and  he  at  mine.  Never 
at  his  house ;  his  conduct  to  his  wife  and  family  kind  ,*  his  crops  good 
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as  his  neighbors ;  very  good  in  economy  and  general  propriety  of  con¬ 
duct.  I  never  doubted  his  sanity  ;  always  considered  him  sane. 

Cross-examined. — Have  seen  him  at  meeting  with  his  family  ;  have 
seen  them  riding  out  together.  The  men  and  women  occupy  separate 
sides  of  meeting.  I  think  I’ve  seen  him  and  his  wife  at  uncle  Joseph 
Dyers’,  the  winter  after  he  purchased  the  farm.  He  has  been  at  my 
house,  once  to  see  about  buying  meat,  another  time  when  one  of 
my  children  was  sick.  Never  in  his  house. 

Isaiah  Michener,  affirmed. 

Reside  in  Buckingham,  Bucks  county,  about  two  miles  from  Morgan 
Hinchman’s  farm.  Business  to  tend  to  diseases  of  horses  and  farming. 
Know  Morgan  Hinchman  since  September,  1844.  Have  seen  him  and 
conversed  with  him  often ;  have  been  at  his  house  some  four  or  five 
times  ;  have  met  him  at  public  house  in  the  neighborhood,  Chas.  Price’s  ; 
tended  to  his  horses,  when  anything  ailed  them.  I  was  there  to  tend 
them  in  December,  1846.  J.  D.  Michener  paid  me  for  those  services. 
Morgan  very  particular  about  his  horses.  Never  observed  anything 
like  general  insanity  about  him. 

Cross-examined. — I  never  saw  anything  about  him  leading  to  mono¬ 
mania,  or  anything  like  general  insanity.  John  D.  Michener  paid  me 
between  three  and  four  dollars.  I  gave  a  receipt  for  it ;  I  don’t  remem¬ 
ber  in  what  name.  Always  visited  him  in  reference  to  his  stock.  He 
at  my  house  several  times. 

He  was  a  very  active  turned  man  ;  his  motions  active. 

Chief. — I  received  this  money  from  John  D.  Michener,  about  15th 
May,  1847,  for  my  services  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  in  relation  to  his 
cattle. 

Charles  M.  Price,  affirmed. 

I  live  in  Plumsted,  Bucks  county,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Morgan  Hinchman’s.  Have  known  him  for  about  five  years ;  have 
dealt  with  him  during  that  time ;  he  has  bought  cattle  of  me,  and  I  of 
him  several  different  times ;  his  management  of  his  farm  very  good ; 
much  improved  after  purchase ;  tight  dealer.  I’ve  been  to  his  house, 
and  he  at  mine.  Can’t  speak  of  his  treatment  to  his  family  and  chil¬ 
dren.  I  always  considered  him  sane.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Horse 
Company,  which  met  at  my  house.  I  recollect  his  being  there.  The 
Constitution  called  for  them  to  meet  at  11  o’clock,  and  he  came  in,  and 
said  he  could’nt  stay  till  one,  when  they  had  agreed  to  meet.  A  fine 
put  on  him.  At  next  meeting  he  was  called  up,  tendered  his  excuses, 
and  was  cleared.  His  crops  good  as  any  in  neighborhood  ;  had  turnips 
that  fall  when  nobody  else  had.  Never  conversed  with  him  any  great 
length  of  time ;  at  Horse  Company’s  meeting,  we  dine  there ;  had 
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many  transactions  with  him ;  he  always  punctual.  I  lent  him  money, 
and  he  paid  me.  I  saw  him  on  Tuesday  morning,  that  preceding  the 
time  he  was  put  in  the  Asylum  ;  saw  no  cause  of  suspicion  about  him 
then. 

I  would’nt  have  hesitated  in  buying  or  selling  with  him  on  that 
Tuesday. 

Horse  Company  met  on  last  Monday  of  December ;  at  the  meeting 
in  December,  1846,  saw  nothing  strange  about  him  then. 

Cross-examined. — Once  at  Morgan  Hinchman’s  house,  in  kitchen  ; 
his  place  and  mine  pretty  near  adjoin.  At  my  house  frequently  ,*  some¬ 
times  there  for  buying  and  selling.  He  bought  store  cattle  of  me,  and 
I  fat  cattle  of  him.  Several  times  I  bought  of  him  while  he  was  there. 
I  conversed  some  little  with  Morgan  the  last  day  I  saw  him  at  the 
Horse  Company  meeting,  but  for  no  length  of  time;  I  was  pretty  busy. 
We  frequently  met  and  talked  as  men  do  commonly  about  such  things; 
he  came  there  to  store  and  blacksmith  shop,  which  is  just  by  my  place. 
Don’t  recollect  how  often  I  dealt  with  him  in  1846,  nor  whether  I  bought 
cattle  of  him  that  year.  I  sold  him  cattle  in  1846  ;  I  don’t  know  but 
one  time,  then,  that  I  sold  to  him ;  might  have  more,  but  don’t  recol¬ 
lect. 

Alexander  Shaw^  affirmed. 

Live  in  Plumsted,  Bucks  county,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Morgan  Hinchman’s.  Am  a  farmer.  Have  often  been  on  his  farm 
and  in  his  house.  I  talked  to  him  before  he  moved  up,  and  very  fre¬ 
quently  up  to  time  he  moved  away  ;  often  over  his  farm.  Managed 
great  deal  better  than  any  townsman’s  farm  I  had  ever  seen ;  he  was 
generally  stirring  about  when  I  saw  him  ;  he  and  his  wife  taken  meals 
at  our  house  ;  never  saw  anything  but  right  between  them.  Have 
dealt  very  little  with  him  ;  not  any  of  any  account;  he  was  very  capa¬ 
ble  of  dealing  for  himself:  a  tight,  keen  dealer.  I  always  took  him  to 
be  sane.  I’ve  seen  Samuel  Richie  ;  I  saw  him  before  Morgan  was 
missing  from  the  place,  and  afterwards,  too.  As  soon  as  I  heard  Mor¬ 
gan  was  taken  away,  I  did’nt  believe  it ;  next  day  I  went  over — J. 
Forker,  or  some  one  else,  told  me  he  was  put  away.  When  I  went  over, 
I  saw  some  men  in  the  barn-yard,  Samuel  Richie  there,  trying  to  sell 
a  flock  of  sheep;  Morgan  Hinchman’s  sheep ;  Samuel  Richie  said  things 
were  to  be  sold  and  disposed  of,  just  the  same  as  if  the  horses  had  run 
away  and  broken  his  neck.  I  did’nt  hear  him  say  anything  about  his 
right  to  sell  them.  He  did’nt  sell  them  to  me.  A  neighbor  of  mine 
came  to  me,  and  wanted  me  to  go  in  with  him  to  buy  them,  in  presence 
of  Richie,  but  I  did’nt  know  whether  we  would  have  any  difficulty.  I 
think  he  said  Morgan  was  crazy.  My  mother  aged,  not  capable  of 
coming  to  town — been  unwell  for  several  years. 
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Cross-examined, — Mr.  Richie’s  price  offered  for  the  sheep,  I  con¬ 
sidered  low.  Sheep  that  Morgan  Hinchman  had  been  feeding.  I  sup¬ 
pose  he  got  them  to  feed,  and  to  do  the  best  he  could  with  them.  1 
can’t  say  that  Richie  said  that  was  price  Morgan  had  fixed ;  he  gave 
me  no  reasons  for  fixing  that  price.  Never  much  dealing  of  Morgan ; 
bought  some  meat  of  him  once ;  a  piece  of  veal ;  that’s  what  I  mean 
by  having  dealings.  We  had  often  tried  to  deal  before  and  after ;  about 
horses ;  he  talked  of  buying  some  horses  of  me  once.  He  has  taken 
meals  with  me  more  than  once ;  don’t  know  at  what  time  or  what  oc¬ 
casion.  I  don’t  know  I  ever  took  a  regular  meal  in  his  house.  I  think 
I  have  eaten  there.  I  eat  there  one  first-day  evening.  A  parcel  of  us 
came  by  there,  and  his  wife  treated  us  to  some  cakes ;  that  the  only 
time  I  ever  ate  there. 

Deposition  of  Martha  W.  Shaw,  read,  prout  same. 

Martha  W,  Shaw,  affirmed  for  plaintiff,  saith :  I  am  turned  of 
sixty-eight  years  of  age ;  my  health  has  been  very  feeble,  but  it  is 
pretty  good  now.  If  I  am  as  well  as  I  am  now  I  might  be  able  to  attend 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  Philadelphia.  1  would  not  like  to  leave  my 
family  in  the  state  it  is  now.  (The  defendant  objects  to  the  last  clause 
of  the  answer.)  I  have  two  daughters  that  are  sick  at  present;  indeed 
three,  that  are  not  well.  (The  last  answer  is  objected  to  by  defendant.) 
I  am  frequently  well  a  week,  and  then  sick  for  some  time ;  that  has  been 
my  state.  (The  defendant  objects  to  the  last  answer.)  I  know  Morgan 
Hinchman ;  I  have  known  him  ever  since  he  came  into  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  pretty  much.  My  home  is  not  quite  a  mile  from  his  house ;  the 
next  farm  but  one.  1  have  often  passed  through  his  farm  in  going  to 
meeting,  when  I  was  well  enough ;  a  good  deal  of  the  time  I  was  not 
well  enough.  When  I  was  passing  through  his  farm,  I  thought  his 
business  and  every  thing  went  on  well,  for  any  thing  that  I  saw.  Mrs. 
Hinchman  visited  me  and  my  daughters  sometimes,  not  very  often.  I 
recollect  at  one  time  when  I  was  sick,  Morgan  brought  her  there,  and 
came  after  her.  1  have  visited  at  Morgan  Hinchman’s  house,  not  very 
often,  but  I  have  often  called  in  when  I  was  passing  by.  I  think  I 
never  saw  him  in  his  own  house.  I  don’t  remember  that  I  ever  saw 
him  in  his  own  house  at  all.  I  saw^  him  in  my  house  on  business  with 
my  son  frequently.  From  what  I  saw  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  I  believe 
him  to  be  a  man  of  sound  mind,  and  capable  of  managing  business ; 
that  is  my  firm  opinion.  I  mean  to  say  that  I  always  thought  him  a 
man  of  sound  mind  during  his  residence  here;  I  never  thought  other¬ 
wise  ;  I  had  no  reason  to  think  otherwise  from  any  thing  I  saw.  I 
always  thought  him  a  very  industrious  man ;  and  I  have  often  heard 
it  remarked  that  he  exceeded  most  of  those  who  came  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  farm.  (Defendant  objects  to  the  last  answer.)  I  have  seen  his 
stock,  and  T  thought  it  to  be  in  good  order,  according  to  my  judgment. 
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I  am  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Mr.  Hinchman’s  treatment 
to  his  wife  was  kind  and  gentle,  for  any  thing  I  saw  or  knew. 

Cross-examined  by  Defendant^  Samuel  S.  Richie. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  that  goes  by  the  name  of 
Hicksites.  I  never  paid  but  one  regular  visit  at  his  house,  and  then 
he  was  busily  employed  out  of  doors  about  his  business,  I  do  not  re¬ 
collect  what  he  was  at.  I  think  Margaretta  said  something  about  his 
coming  in  to  take  tea  with  us.  We  sat  down  and  drank  tea  without 
him. 

Question. — What  is  the  reason  you  drank  tea  without  him? 

Answer. — I  told  you  once  that  he  was  engaged  about  his  work,  and 
that  is  the  custom  of  the  neighborhood,  if  I  know  what  the  custom  of 
the  neighborhood  is. 

Re-examined  in  Chief, 

This  visit  that  was  spoken  of  above  was  in  the  busy  season  of  the 
year.  I  believe  that  Morgan  Hinchman  belongs  to  that  Society  of 
Friends  called  Orthodox.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  about  Samuel 
Richie ;  he  is  a  stranger  to  me ;  I  often  heard  that  he  belonged  to  the 
Orthodox. 

MARTHA  W.  SHAW. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before 

me,  December  19,  1848. 

Samuel  W.  Preston,  J.  P. 

Peter  Hinkle,  affirmed. 

Live  in  North  Eleventh  street.  Known  Morgan  Hinchman  inti¬ 
mately,  since  1846.  Fall  and  winter  of  1846,  became  acquainted  with 
him.  Pm  in  Grocery  business.  He  dealed  with  me,  and  I  with  him ; 
once  in  two  weeks,  perhaps.  I  am  a  grocer.  During  the  cold  weather 
sometimes  I  missed  him.  He  was  a  sane  man,  beyond  doubt. 

Cross-examined. — Sold  him  groceries,  from  three  to  five  dollars  at 
a  time,  every  other  week,  about  as  near  as  I  can  recollect.  Did’nt  buy 
marketing  of  him.  I  think  on  Wednesdays  from  ten  to  twelve,  he 
generally  called ;  it  appeared  on  his  way  out  of  town ;  his  horses 
generally  with  him.  Stopped  for  purchasing,  and  went  away  when 
made. 

Chief. — I  saw  him  24th  December,  1844,  at  his  farm. 

Charles  M.  Shaw,  afirmed. 

Live  in  Buckingham,  Bucks  County,  about  three  miles  from  Mr. 
Hinchman’s.  Known  him  since  he  came  there.  Been  at  his  farm — • 
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his  farm  could’nt  have  been  better  managed.  I  should  call  him  a  sane 
man.  I  saw  Mr.  Richie  on  his  place,  I  think  the  latter  end  of  week 
Morgan  was  taken  to  the  Asylum.  Passed  by  the  farm,  and  Samuel 
Richie  was  trying  to  sell  some  sheep  ;  went  to  them  ;  heard  the  price  ; 
thought  it  was  low.  Did’nt  want  to  buy  them,  because  I  thought  they 
were  not  sold  according  to  law. 

Cross-examined. — Quite  a  number  of  sheep  ;  appeared  as  if  he  had 
been  feeding  them  ,*  if  not  fed  up,  they  would  hardly  hold  their  own ; 
they  will  deteriorate.  Never  dealt  much  in  sheep.  I  know  enough 
about  sheep,  to  know  when  sold  under  price ;  have  bought  no  sheep 
lately ;  every  winter  flocks  of  sheep  sold  there.  I  think  both  Jesse 
Forker  and  Richard  Hall  were  both  there.  Don’t  recollect  to  whom  S. 
Richie  was  selling  them.  Don’t  know  he  sold  them  then ;  they  were 
just  looking  at  them  ;  was’nt  in  the  house. 

George  B.  Fell^  affirmed. 

Have  known  Morgan  Hinchman  since  he  came  into  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  ;  live  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  his  place ;  had  business  with 
him.  I  thought  him  a  man  of  good  skill  ;  belonged  to  same  Horse 
Company  with  him  ;  he  was  a  very  good  farmer ;  he  was  sane ;  never 
doubted  his  sanity.  My  father  is  plagued  with  asthma ;  eighty-six 
years  old  ,*  not  fit  to  go  out.  At  sale  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  proper- 
ty»  I  saw  Samuel  Richie  there ;  there  the  first  day ;  he  appeared  busily 
engaged  with  the  sale ;  he  appeared  to  be  one  of  the  managers.  I 
bought  nothing  at  the  sale  ,*  did’nt  see  any  thing  I  wanted  particu¬ 
larly. 

Cross-examined. — I  understood  it  was  a  Sheriff’s  sale ;  Sheriff 
there ;  did’nt  hear  him  read  the  conditions ;  general  talk  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  that  there  was  a  sale  to  take  place ;  might  have  seen  it  in  the 
papers  advertised ;  sale  cried  as  usual ;  nothing  peculiar  in  the  manner 
it  was  conducted  ;  articles  brought  pretty  fair  prices,  for  any  thing  I 
knew.  Never  visited  Morgan’s  family,  nor  his  mine.  The  Horse 
Company  met  once  a  year ;  met  him  there.  I  employed  him,  (Morgan 
Hinchman,)  to  plough  for  us  at  two  times  ;  I  believe  that  the  amount 
of  our  dealings.  The  first  time  he  came  there  and  started  the  plough¬ 
ing,  and  directed  the  hired  man  to  go  on  with  it ;  I  believe  he  did  both 
times. 

Chief. — He  did  his  work  well  the  first  time,  or  he  would  not  have 
come  the  second  time.  One  of  our  horses  was  a  colt  and  another  three 
years  old  colt ;  the  sod  was  hard,  and  I  wanted  a  stronger  team,  and 
therefore,  I  employed  Morgan’s  team. 
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Deposition  of  George  Fell,  read  by  Mr.  Reed,  prout, 

George  Fell^  affirmed  for  plaintiff,  saith:  I  am  about  eighty-six 
years  old.  I  have  known  Morgan  Hinchman  about  four  years ;  ever 
since  the  first  year  he  came  into  the  neighborhood.  I  live  within  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  his  house.  I  have  frequently  seen  him 
pass  and  repass  my  house,  both  late  and  early.  Morgan  Hinchman 
has  frequently  been  at  my  house,  and  we  have  talked  together  when 
he  stopped  here.  I  always  considered  Morgan  Hinchman  a  frugal  and 
industrious  man,  and  very  much  so.  He  did  not  spend  any  of  his  time 
unnecessarily  ;  no,  not  at  all.  He  frequently  left  his  coat  and  hunting 
shirt  here  when  he  was  hauling  wood  and  lime.  I  never  considered 
Morgan  Hinchman  a  man  of  unsound  mind.  I  never  considered  him 
in  any  way  but  as  a  very  smart  man.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  he  was 
a  man  of  sound  mind :  because  he  always  discoursed  with  openness, 
candour  and  liberality,  upon  all  subjects  that  we  discoursed  upon.  If 
Morgan  Hinchman  had  been  of  unsound  mind,  I  had  a  very  good  op¬ 
portunity  to  find  it  out.  Morgan  Hinchman  has  done  ploughing  and 
other  work  for  me ;  he  gave  me  good  satisfaction  ;  was  always  punc¬ 
tual  to  the  time,  and  just  in  doing  business.  The  ground  he  ploughed 
was  tough,  hard,  blue-grass  sod,  such  as  very  few  teams  were  able  to 
do.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  always  able  of  conducting  his  own  affairs, 
every  time  I  saw  him.  I  frequently  saw  him  late  in  the  fall  and  winter 
that  he  was  kidnapped.  I  think  it  was  not  more  than  three  weeks  before 
he  was  kidnapped,  that  I  saw  him  and  talked  a  little  spell  with  him. 
(Defendant  objects  to  the  last  clause  of  the  last  answer,  because  it  is 
not  within  the  knowledge  of  the  witness.)  I  consider  the  arrest  of  any 
such  a  man  as  Mr.  Hinchman,  while  selling  his  produce  in  market,  as 
kidnapping.  (Defendant  objects  to  the  above,  or  last  answer.)  I  am 
afflicted  with  asthma  and  phthysic,  and  am  unable  to  go  to  court.  Mr. 
Hinchman’s  farm  is  a  pretty  valuable  one.  Every  where,  where  I  heard 
Mr.  Hinchman  spoken  of  by  all  the  neighbors,  he  was  in  good  repute 
for  morality  and  integrity.  Mr.  Hinchman  possessed  a  good  pecuni¬ 
ary  reputation,  as  far  as  ever  I  heard.  I  always  took  Mr.  Hinchman 
to  be  a  temperate  man ;  I  never  knew  him  to  be  otherwise. 

Cross-examined  by  Defendant. 

I  do  not  know  who  the  defendants  are  in  this  case.  The  other  work 
that  Morgan  Hinchman  did,  was  digging  around  the  stumps,  and  grubb¬ 
ing  up  the  stones  where  he  was  ploughing ;  and  he  did  the  ploughing 
extraordinary  well.  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was  any  other  work. 
The  first  year  there  was  between  three  and  four  acres  ploughed.  The 
second  year  he  ploughed  about  as  much.  Nathan  Preston  came  here 
with  a  good  team  of  horses,  but  could  not  do  it  as  I  wanted  it  done,  and 
gave  it  out.  Morgan  Hinchman  came,  and  did  it  well.  Nathan  declined 
doing  it. 
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Re-examined  in  Chief, 

I  do  not  know  any  of  the  defendants,  except  that  I  have  seen  Samuel 
Richie,  here  present. 

GEORGE  FELL. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  > 

me,  December  20,  1848.  ^ 

Samuel  W.  Preston,  J.  P. 

William  Goodwin^  affirmed. 

Have  known  Morgan  Hinchman  since  ’44.  Hat  store  I  kept  in 
Second  street,  below  Noble.  Had  intercourse  with  him  till  fall  of ’46  ; 
had  business  transactions  with  him  ;  wanted  to  buy  his  property  in 
Marshall  street.  I  think  Morgan  was  a  sane  man  ;  never  doubted  it. 
I  think  I  saw  him  in  December,  ’46  ;  then  saw  nothing  out  of  the  way 
about  him. 

Cross-examined. — In  ’44,  I  talked  of  purchasing  the  property  ;  saw 
him  six  or  seven  limes ;  had  opportunities  of  conversing  with  him  fre¬ 
quently  ;  he  stopped  in  to  see  me  often.  I  saw  him,  probably,  eight 
or  ten  times  a  year.  Never  visited  his  family  ;  never  at  his  farm  ; 
never  at  his  house  in  town ;  never  had  dealings  with  him.  I  generally 
staid  at  my  store  in  evenings ;  he  stood,  generally,  nearly  opposite  my 
place  of  business  ;  called  in  the  evening  at  my  place  of  business,  and 
would  sit  half  an  hour.  I  live  nearly  opposite  Red  Lion.  Don’t 
remember  whether  I  was  there  at  my  store  on  7th  of  January.  T 
knew  nothing  of  his  being  taken  to  Asylum,  ’till  I  met  him  in  Doyles- 
town  the  following  August.  Know  the  tavern-keepers  ;  they  never 
mentioned  it.  Never  heard  of  it  ’till  I  met  him  in  Doylestown ;  he 
the  first  one  that  gave  me  the  information,  himself.  I  see  my  neigh¬ 
bours  often — never  heard  from  them  of  his  being  taken  to  the  Asylum. 

Nathan  Bailey^  affirmed. 

Live  in  Fifth,  above  Arch — conveyancer.  Known  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  upwards  of  twelve  years  ;  knew  him  at  Webb’s  office.  Bank,  &c. 
Had  intercourse  with  him,  business,  friendly,  &c.  Never  doubted  his 
sanity. 

Cross-examined.— in  Fifth  and  Arch  since  ’32.  Morgan 
came  to  my  office  about  ground  rents — came  to  ask  me  to  buy  ground 
rents,  five  or  six  times. — he  was  speaking  about  selling  his  house.  In 
1846,  he  came  three  or  four  times,  perhaps.  In  ’45,  several  times  I 
saw  him.  Had  no  other  business  connection  with  him.  Once  in  his 
house  to  look  at  it  before  he  went  to  the  country — never  at  his  house 
before  or  since — he  never  in  my  dwelling.  I  saw  him  at  my  office, 
in  neighborhood  of  Christmas  of  ’46 — last  time  I  saw  him — then  his 
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business  in  relation  to  ground  rents — then  perfectly  sane,  and  compe¬ 
tent  to  transact  business.  Value  of  ground  rent,  about  fifty-six  or  fifty- 
nine  dollars. 

Dr,  John  Dyer^  affirmed. 

Live  in  Plumsted,  Bucks  county — practised  medicine  since  ’35 ; 
graduated  at  University  Pennsylvania.  Known  him  since  short  time 
after  he  came  into  the  neighborhood — his  family  physician.  My 
knowledge  continued  up  to  time  of  his  abduction.  At  his  house  several 
times — his  skill  and  management  of  farm,  good.  Very  kind  to  his 
wife  and  family ;  had  frequent  conversations  with  him ;  met  him  often ; 
he  was  perfectly  sane.  In  times  of  sickness,  kind  to  his  family — no 
omission  of  his  duty.  Never  observed  any  thing  which  led  me  to 
doubt  his  sanity.  I  had  seen  him,  certainly,  within  six  months  of  time 
of  his  abduction.  Punctual  in  his  contracts.  No  dealings  with  him, 
except  payment  of  my  bills. 

Cross-examined, — I  attended  his  wife  on  delicate  occasions.  But 
one  child  born,  while  he  lived  there.  There  are  some  species  of 
derangement,  which  a  person  is  unable  to  detect — certain  cases  of 
monomania.  Where  they  are  throwm  upon  their  guard,  it  is  difficult 
to  detect  them.  As  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  a  person  is  deranged,  ’tis 
proper  to  give  him  medical  treatment.  The  difference  between  mono¬ 
mania  and  moral  insanity.  Monomania,  there  is  some  particular  sub¬ 
ject,  on  which  reason  is  entirely  erroneous.  In  moral  insanity,  the 
morbid  feelings  are  affected — gayety  and  gloom  may  produce  it. 

"Re-examined. — Morgan  was  never  put  on  his  guard  in  his  inter¬ 
course  with  me.  Where  I  did  not  detect  any  insanity,  I  would  not  put 
him  in  confinement.  I  never  was  consulted  about  his  confinement. 

Cross-examined, — I  never  attended  Morgan  at  all  ,*  never  knew  of 
his  being  sick. 

John  Richi  affirmed. 

Live  in  Bucks  county,  Plumsted,  above  two  miles  from  Morgan 
Hinchman.  A  farmer,  I  am — belong  to  the  same  meeting  with  him. 
I  was  an  overseer  of  that  meeting — I,  and  my  wife,  visited  his  house 
twice,  I  think.  Very  kind  to  his  family  and  children ;  a  judicious 
parent.  He,  and  his  wife,  visited  at  my  house — pretty  regular  in 
attendance  to  meeting.  Conversed  with  him;  not  a  great  deal — he 
was  sane ;  if  they  make  him  out  insane,  they  may  make  us  all  so. 

Cross-examined. — We  visited  about  once  a  year — probably  not  the 
first  year.  My  conversations  with  him  at  these  visits,  generally.  We 
don’t  go  to  meeting  to  talk  ;  seen  him  other  times  ;  not  very  frequently. 
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There  was  a  certificate  sent  up  to  our  meeting,  at  time  Morgan  came 
up  there.  Some  little  rumor  in  regard  to  something,  and  we  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  him  before  monthly  meeting.  The 
rumor  was  about  his  treatment  of  his  mother.  It  was  sent  back  to  our 
meeting,  and  received  without  a  dissenting  voice.  We  sent  it  back  to 
monthly  meeting.  I  never  saw  Morgan  harrowing  corn. 

Chief. — I  was  one  of  the  Committee  appointed.  My  wife  is  not  in 
a  fit  condition  to  come  here. 

George  Horter,  affirmed. 

Reside  now  39  Noble  street — in  1846,  288  north  Second  street,  four 
doors  this  side  of  Red  Lion.  Known  Morgan  Hinchman  seven  or 
eight  years ;  had  conversation  with  him,  and  a  little  business.  Last 
time  I  saw  him  in  November  or  December,  ’46 ;  then  he  seemed 
rational.  I  sold  him  dry  goods ;  did  not  purchase  from  him,  ever.  I 
always  took  him  to  be  perfectly  sane. 

Cross-examined. — Probably  dealt  with  Morgan  Hinchman  three, 
four,  five,  six  or  seven  times,  in  the  course  of  my  acquaintance.  Never 
visited  his  family,  nor  he  mine.  Did’nt  hear  of  his  being  in  the  Asy¬ 
lum  until  a  Doylestown  paper  was  sent  to  me  with  the  proceedings  in 
Court  marked  with  black  ink.  Not  there  in  1847.  I  know  both 
Schroyer  and  Butz,  perfectly  well ;  met  them  frequently ;  they  never 
mentioned  any  thing  of  this  kind  to  me. 

Chief. — Don’t  recollect  when  I  got  the  Doylestown  paper. 

Silas  Yerkes^  affirmed. 

In  1846,  and  before  that,  lived  339  north  Second  street,  about  one- 
half  square  from  Red  Lion.  I  kept  a  Livery  Stable.  Known  Morgan 
Hinchman  several  years,  since  1839.  I  took  him  to  be  correct  in  his 
business,  tight  in  bargains ;  he  once  kept  a  mare  and  wagon  at  my 
stables ;  hired  a  horse  and  wagon  twice,  to  go  to  Germantown ;  have 
seen  him  in  market ;  bought  corn  of  him,  a  pair  of  fowls  on  6th  January, 
1847,  I  never  had  any  idea  but  what  he  was  a  sane  man. 

Cross-examined. — I  heard  that  day,  or  the  next  day,  that  he  was 
taken  to  the  Asylum.  It  was  talked  about  there.  I  was’nt  at  hotel  on 
that  day.  The  proprietors  never  told  me ;  I  know  them.  I  never  at 
Morgan’s  house,  nor  he  at  mine,  in  my  presence. 

Janies  Smithy  sworn. 

Live  at  Eighth  and  Spring  Garden.  Grocer.  Know  Morgan  Hinchman 
since  1840 ;  he  has  dealt  with  me.  I  saw  him  in  fall  of  1846,  begin¬ 
ning  of  cold  weather.  Only  dealt  with  him  in  store  matters ;  seen  him 
frequently.  I  always  thought  him  sane;  never  doubted  it. 
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Cross-examined. — He  bought  some  groceries  of  me,  and  I  oats  of 
him,  and  produce  of  him.  He  at  m}^  house.  I  never  at  his  house. 

Adjourned  till  4. 

Charles  Smithy  affirmed. 

Brother  of  R.  Smith.  Reside  in  Plumsted.  Farm  adjoining  to  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman’s ;  have  known  him  for  five  years ;  met  him  several 
times,  and  conversed  with  him.  Never  saw  any  thing  in  him  crazy  or 
strange.  Before  sale  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  property,  Samuel  and 
Edward  Richie  came  to  my  father-in-law’s  place  to  get  the  assignment 
of  a  judgment  that  we  held  against  Morgan’s  property.  After  they  left 
the  house,  I  went  after  them,  and  inquired  of  Samuel  Richie,  if  Morgan 
Hinchman’s  farm  would  be  to  rent ;  he  told  me  it  would,  and  invited 
me  to  come  up  next  day,  see  it,  and  rent  it ;  I  told  him  it  would  be  incon¬ 
venient  to  come  the  next  day,  but  he  urged  me  to  come  then.  I  told  him 
I  thought  I  would  come  the  next  day,  and  one  of  them  said,  if  we  were 
not  there,  John  D.  Michener  would,  and  he  and  C.  Du  Bois  would  have 
the  renting  of  it.  I  went  up  early  the  next  morning;  this  was  second 
week  after  he  was  reported  to  be  put  in  the  Asylum  ;  El.  Shoemaker 
and  John  D.  Michener,  came  directly  after  I  got  there ;  nothing  said 
about  renting  it  for  more  than  one  year.  I  did’nt  rent  it. 

Cross-examined. — I  was  at  Mr.  Heston’s  before  they  left,  when  they 
came  to  bring  the  judgment  money  ;  paid  by  Edward  Richie  for  the 
judgment.  They  said  that  Margaretta  was  uneasy  about  the  judgment. 
My  mother-in-law  was  there  ;  Mrs.  Heston  attended  to  J.  Heston’s  busi¬ 
ness.  That  judgment  was  put  in  hands  of  J.  G.  Michener,  who  was 
attorney  for  Jacob  Heston.  Thomas  Brown  was  with  him,  who  had 
mortgage  on  farm.  J.  G.  Michener  was  counsel  for  Mr.  Brown,  I  think. 
Can’t  be  positive  whether  Samuel  told  me  or  not  that  Margaretta  felt 
uneasy  about  judgment.  Made  no  offer  for  the  farm.  Went  up  to  see 
it.  Mrs.  Hinchman  present,  and  referred  me  to  John  D.  Michener  for 
particulars ;  he  was  a  neighbor ;  one  mile  off,  about.  I  saw  Mr.  Miche¬ 
ner  ;  made  no  offer  to  him  for  the  farm.  I  could’nt  tell  how  often  I 
conversed  with  Morgan ;  conversed  with  several  times,  frequently ;  no 
lengthy  conversation ;  first  conversation  in  my  father’s  plough  shop. 

1  left  the  neighborhood  shortly  after  he  came  there;  and  the  conver¬ 
sations  were  with  him  before  I  left. 

Chief. — I  lived  with  Mr.  Heston.  No  movement  as  to  collection  of 
this  Bond  until  after  Morgan’s  arrest,  which  was  the  cause,  and  only 
cause,  of  us  proceeding  as  we  did  on  that  Bond. 

His  farm  in  good  order;  found  it  in  better  order  in  1847,  when  I 
returned  to  the  neighborhood. 

The  time  Richie  offered  it  to  me,  was  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Went  to  his  place  to  buy  cattle  once.  My  mother-in-law  in  middling 
health ;  but  her  husband  not  fit  to  be  left. 
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Henry  Sailor^  affirmed. 

Live  Schuylkill  Sixth  and  Vine ;  formerly  in  Bucks  county.  Know 
Morgan  Hinchman.  I  got  personally  acquainted  with  him  in  1843.  I 
resided  in  country  then  ;  I  lived  about  five  miles  from  him  ;  he  often  at 
my  house.  I  never  on  his  place.  I  sold  him  some  farming  utensils  at 
time  he  moved  to  country  ;  I  was  with  him  ;  he  called  on  me  in  1843, 
to  look  at  my  farm,  with  views  of  purchasing  it,  and  made  appoint¬ 
ment  with  me  to  meet  him  in  the  city.  Know  Morgan  Hinchman,  and 
had  occasional  intercourse  with  him  prior  to  his  arrest,  which  I  found 
out  about  one  week  after.  I  always  considered  him  sane.  Rode  with 
him  early  in  spring  of  1846,  to  the  city  from  my  place;  had  much 
conversation,  but  did  not  discover  anything  like  insanity  about  him  ;  he 
was  skilful  and  shrewd,  and  seemed  to  understand  his  interest. 

Cross-examined.— time  after  I  came  to  the  city  to  view  his 
property,  that  I  saw  him ;  he  stopped  at  my  farm  to  rest,  as  he  was 
going  up  to  his  farm.  Last  April  I  moved  away  from  that  place.  He 
was  at  sale  of  my  stock ;  and  purchased  a  few  articles.  I  lived  there 
after  I  rented  out  my  farm.  I  sold  the  wagon  to  Morgan  Hinchman 
for  $50  or  $55  ;  it  was  a  heavy  farm-wagon.  This  was  in  spring  of 
1844  ;  he  came  to  pay  me  for  it,  and  then  I  saw  him  next.  I  saw 
him  often  after  that ;  he  used  to  stop  by  the  road-side,  as  he  passed ;  I 
was  waiting  for  stage  as  he  came  along,  and  he  had  a  light  load,  so  I 
got  in  with  him.  Never  at  his  house  in  the  country. 

'William  Banger,  affirmed. 

Lived  about  three  miles  from  Morgan  Hinchman ;  am  a  farmer ; 
became  acquainted  with  him  shortly  after  he  purchased  the  farm  ;  have 
been  upon  his  place  repeatedly,  and  he  on  mine.  I  always  thought  he 
managed  his  farm  very  judiciously ;  had  some  slight  matters  in  busi¬ 
ness  with  him ;  sold  him  produce  several  times.  My  intercourse  with 
him  more  frequent  than  with  those  around  him.  He  was  a  sane  man. 
In  winter  of  1847,  January  or  February,  I  received  a  letter  from  my 
family,  apprising  me  of  his  arrest.  I  left  the  neighborhood  in  1846  ; 
but  I  went  up  to  see  my  family  often.  I  visited  my  family  in  the  fall, 
and  near  Christrnas  ;  on  one  occasion  I  visited  Morgan  Hinchman  ;  he 
was  regular  and  affectionate  to  his  family ;  he  was  intelligent ;  he  was 
a  shrewd  bargainer,  and  punctual  in  payment.  Now  clerk  in  Ar¬ 
senal. 

Cross-examined. — Was  with  his  family  in  the  house  once;  with 
Mrs.  Hinchman  more  than  once;  rest  of  interviews  out  of  doors.  Mrs. 
Hinchman  stopped  at  our  gate  several  times.  I  never  saw  her  in  our 
house ;  Morgan  Hinchman  at  my  house  frequently ;  saw  him  in  the 
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fields  and  barn  when  I  went  to  see  him ;  five  or  six  times  a  year  on  his 
place. 

Chief, — Generally  expect  to  find  a  farmer  in  his  fields. 

Samioel  Wall^  affirmed. 

Live  214  North  Sixth  street.  I  lived  200  North  Sixth  street,  in 
1844-45-46.  Known  Morgan  Hinchman  about  ten  years  ;  he  lived 
73  Marshall  street,  after  he  was  married;  several  times  had  business 
with  him  ;  painted  the  house  in  Marshall  street ;  the  house  in  Thir¬ 
teenth  street ;  in  Gallo whill  street ;  and  in  Wood  street.  The  painter 
generally  employed.  My  wife  purchased  marketing  from  him.  Had 
business  conversation  with  him ;  always  thought  him  sane  ;  correct  in 
his  contracts  and  settlements  ;  saw  him  two  or  three  weeks  before  his 
arrest ;  nothing  strange  about  him  then.  Never  at  his  house  in  Mar¬ 
shall  street.  Never  saw  any  thing  but  what  was  correct  towards  his 
wife ;  shrewd  bargainer ;  punctual  in  payment.  Did’nt  hear,  till  he 
was  out,  that  he  had  been  put  in.  I  believe  I  met  Samuel  Richie,  and 
he  asked  me  if  Morgan  Hinchman  did’nt  owe  me  a  small  bill ;  I  said 
yes ;  said  he,  $2 ;  and  I,  yes ;  he  said  he  would  pay  it.  Something 
said  about  his  not  coming  as  usual;  told  him  we  thought  it  strange 
Morgan  Hinchman  had  not  been  to  our  house  as  usual ;  that  he  had 
been  sick,  perhaps ;  he  told  me  Morgan  had  been  in  the  Asylum,  This 
conversation  about  the  time  Morgan  was  out.  I  believe  he  said,  he 
had  looked  over  his  books,  and  said  it  was  $2,  I’ve  seen  Benjamin 

H.  Warder;  have  worked  for  him.  I  can’t  recollect  any  particular 
conversation  with  him ;  he  asked  me  about  three  months  ago,  if  I  had 
not  been  associating  myself  with  Morgan  Hinchman ;  I  told  him  I 
did’nt  know  I  associated  with  him  more  than  any  body  else ;  no  more 
said.  No  objection  did  he  state  to  my  association.  This  conversation 
in  street ;  Benjamin  introduced  it.  No  conversation  with  him  since, 
I  think. 

Cross-examined. — My  intercourse  with  Morgan  Hinchman,  about 
his  painting  entirely.  Never  paid  him  a  visit.  Painted  his  house  be¬ 
fore  his  marriage ;  painted  it  since ;  did  some  little  jobbing  in  his  house 
with  his  family ;  painted  for  him  down  to  present  time ;  painted  five 
houses,  at  different  times.  I  don’t  recollect  of  observing  any  thing 
strange  about  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  recollect  we  talked  about  the  82, 

I,  and  Edward  Richie. 

Letter  asked  for  by  plaintiffs,  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Edward 
Richie,  dated  on  or  about  4th  February,  1847, 

Edward  Richie,  affirmed, — I  have  looked  carefully  for  the  letter  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  call.  This  letter  (holding  one  in  his  hands,)  is  the 
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only  letter  I  ever  received  from  Morgan  Hinchman.  Had  not  found 
this  letter  when  I  made  the  affidavit. 

Cross-examined, — I  had  no  letter  which  I  gave  to  Mr.  Price.  I  did 
not  receive  a  letter  on  the  day  of  the  inquest ;  have  no  recollection  of 
ever  receiving  any  letter  from  Morgan,  except  one  dated  January  19, 
1847.  Never  received  any  letter  but  this. 

Josiah  Rich^  ajjirmed. 

I  am  seventy-one.  Live  in  Bucks  County,  Buckingham  Township, 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Morgan’s.  Have  known  him  pretty 
much  since  he  came  into  neighborhood  ;  seen  him  at  meetings,  &c. ; 
belong  to  same  Horse  Company  with  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  should 
say  he  was  a  sane  man.  I’ve  dined  with  him  at  Horse  meetings  ; 
spent  pretty  much  whole  days  with  him  ;  he  has  done  writing  for  our 
school  house ;  kind  of  agent  between  Directors  and  Trustees ;  intelli¬ 
gent  and  skilful.  Never  had  dealings  with  him  ,*  he  wrote  some  tickets 
at  our  Horse  meetings ;  his  farm  looked  as  if  managed  well ;  improved 
under  his  hands.  Samuel  Preston,  Secretary  of  that  Company,  about 
20th  Decenaber,  1846  ;  that  last  meeting,  Morgan  at.  I  guess  I  know 
Samuel  Preston’s  handwriting. 

(Paper  shown  to  him.)  This  paper  is  in  handwriting  of  Samuel 
Preston. 

Cross-examined, — Never  in  his  house.  Not  much  conversation  at 
any  time,  except  at  the  Horse  meetings.  He  attended  three  of  them. 

Adjourned  till  10  o’clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday  Morning,  16th  March,  10  o’clock. 

Haworth  Wetherald,  affirmed. 

Live  22  Prune  street.  Clerk  in  Lehigh  C.  and  N.  Office,  been  there 
about  thirteen  years.  Morgan  is  a  nephew  of  my  wife’s,  who  is  Mor¬ 
gan’s  mother’s  sister.  I  was  not  aware  of  his  arrest  at  the  time,  nor 
of  any  intention  to  do  it.  Have  known  him  about  thirteen  years. 
Have  been  at  his  house  in  Philadelphia,  and  he  at  mine,  frequently 
since  he  went  to  country ;  there  very  often  when  he  came  to  market ; 
would  spend  evening  and  part  of  evening.  I  saw  him  about  Christmas 
1846,  at  our  house,  spent  evening  there  after  tea.  Never  observed  any 
thing  crazy  or  strange  about  him  ;  he  seemed  perfectly  sane  when  at  my 
house  at  Christmas,  1846.  I  recollect  the  illness  and  death  of  his 
child ;  that  during  the  time  he  was  in  Asylum  ;  saw  the  child  during 
illness  at  his  mother’s  house  in  Philadelphia.  Don’t  know  how  long  it 
was  ill.  I  was  at  the  burial  of  the  child.  I  think  it  was  about  this 
season  of  the  year,  1847 ;  judge  only  from  the  walking,  then.  I  have 
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heard  Ann  W.  Hinchman,  in  a  conversation  between  her  mother,  her¬ 
self  and  me,  mention  that  it  was  understood  that  Morgan  had  brought 
suit ;  and,  I  think,  she  said,  he  would  get  enough  of  law  ;  and  she  says, 
thee  knows  from  my  evidence  before  the  Commissioner,  that  I  do  not 
fear  the  lawyers. 

Cross-examined. — Never  at  his  place  in  Bucks  county,  occupied  at 
my  office  from  eight  to  dark.  Sometimes  frequently  at  house  of  Mrs. 
Eliza  Hinchman ;  other  limes  at  long  intervals  ;  more  frequently  be¬ 
fore  arrest  of  Morgan.  Eliza  Hinchman,  I  don’t  think,  has  been  at 
our  house  within  the  two  years  past,  but  two  or  three  times.  Inter¬ 
course  not  very  frequent  on  my  part;  she  visited  our  house  very 
seldom.  (Letter  No.  23  of  papers  brought  from  Bucks  county  by 
Prothonotary,  handed  to  witness.)  Did  not  know  my  wife  wrote  it. 
Its  my  wife’s  writing;  heard  it  read  before  the  Commissioner. 
Not  confidentially  intimate  with  Morgan  Hinchman,  but  as  much 
so  as  others  of  my  friends  ;  not  intimate  with  his  wife ;  perhaps  three 
or  four  times  a  year  at  his  house  in  Marshall  street.  Shortly  before 
the  death  of  his  child,  I  heard  of  his  arrest.  Did  not  go  to  see  him, 
nor  did  my  wife;  his  mother  objected  to  our  going.  I  was  surprised 
when  I  heard  of  his  being  in  Asylum.  Don’t  remember  what  I  said 
when  his  mother  told  me  of  it.  Mrs.  Wetherald  not  fit  to  come  to 
Court. 

Dr.  James  Bryant^  sworn. 

Practice  medicine  ;  live  Tenth  and  Arch.  Known  Morgan  Hinchman 
about  fourteen  years.  Saw  him  not  very  frequently  before  he  went  to 
the  country;  saw  him  in  December,  1846;  met  him  in  street.  Never 
observed  any  thing  crazy  or  strange  about  him.  We  were  young  men 
together ;  he  lived  just  round  the  corner  from  where  I  lived  ;  he  attend¬ 
ed  lectures  on  science  which  I  delivered.  Conversed  with  him  on  var¬ 
ious  subjects  ;  had  conversation  with  him  in  December,  1846  ;  nothing 
strange  about  it.  I  have  attended  Morgan  Hinchman’s  children  since 
he  left  Asylum  ;  about  February  23d,  1848, 23d,  24th,  25th,  and  29th, 
visited  there ;  had  been  his  physician  before  that ;  visited  the  children 
at  Morgan’s  request ;  they  were  in  Germantown.  Don’t  know  whose 
house;  E.  Shoemaker  there;  seemed  to  be  no  other  mistress  of  the 
house  than  she.  The  elder  child  was  sick  with  fever.  Deportment  of 
Morgan  Hinchman  toward  his  children  very  tender.  E.  Shoemaker  in 
the  room ;  can’t  say  all  the  time.  During  lime  Morgan  Hinchman  was 
there  and  his  wife,  E.  Shoemaker  was  present.  Thomas  Wistar  was 
there;  had  several  minutes  conversation  with  him;  object  of  conversa¬ 
tion,  was  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  room  to  allow  a  private  interview 
between  Mcugan  Hinchman  and  his  wife ;  he  refused,  and  said  he  was 
more  interested  in  the  matter  than.  I  was,  and  intimated  I  was  interfer¬ 
ing  in  what  did  not  concern  me.  I  begged  him  to  leave  the  room,  so 
as  to  allow  the  man  and  wife  to  make  up  their  own  difficulties.  Mr. 
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Wistar  said  he  would  not  leave  the  room,  unless  she  would  tell  him  to 
do  so.  Morgan  in  the  entry,  then  waiting  the  result.  I  repeated  my 
request ;  and  I  then  asked  her  if  she  would  not  go  in  next  room  and 
meet  her  husband;  she  refused  to  go,  unless  her  own  friends  were  present. 
The  appeal  being  unsuccessful,  and  the  cars  ready  to  start,  then  we 
started  away  in  cars  for  Philadelphia.  I  graduated  in  1834;  turned 
my  attention  somewhat  to  insanity.  I  say  unqualifiedly,  he  was  sane. 

Cross-examined. — From  ’34  to  ’40,  met  him  at  Webb’s;  last  time  I 
met  him  there.  Never  visited  his  house  after  he  was  married  ;  about 
1835  or  1836,  he  attended  my  lecture.  Did’nt  see  him  often  during  ’44, 
’45  and  ’46.  When  he  lived  in  Marshall  street,  I  met  him  usually  in  the 
street,  never  at  his  own  house.  Don’t  recollect  any  particular  time.  Be¬ 
tween  ’34  and  ’40,  that  I  knew  him  most.  Husband  and  wife  were  to¬ 
gether  at  other  times.  Miss  Shoemaker  was  not  present ;  they  did’nt 
meet  with  affection.  Miss  Shoemaker  always  present.  Ordinary  consul¬ 
tation  visits.  Dr.  Johnson  attended  them  too.  No  salutation  on  either 
side.  No  objection  to  my  visiting  the  children.  First  time  Mrs.  Webb 
accompanied  me.  The  last  time  I  visited  the  children,  she  was  not  in 
room  at  all  where  children  were.  Conversed  with  E.  Shoemaker  when 
I  visited  there;  consulted  with  her;  she  seemed  to  attend  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  ;  she  looked  a  little  pale ;  perhaps  she  was  excited.  Had  conver¬ 
sations  with  his  wife,  but  not  of  any  amount ;  principally  the  conversa¬ 
tion  with  E.  Shoemaker;  don’t  recollect  she  was  ever  requested  to 
withdraw. 

Mrs.  Hinchman  assented  to  the  interview  with  Morgan,  previous  to  my 
conversation  with  Thomas  Wistar;  and  I  then  returned  and  told  Mor¬ 
gan,  and  he  went  down  and  saw  T.  Wistar  there.  Morgan  would’nt 
go  in.  He  (Wistar,)  told  me  she  had  requested  me  to  remain,  and  he 
would  not  leave,  till  she  requested  him  to  leave ;  he  said,  when  request¬ 
ed  to  withdraw,  “  Certainly,  Doctor,  if  she,  Mrs.  Hinchman,  desires 
it.”  The  words  were  these,  with  a  smile  of  contempt ;  the  intimation 
to  me  was  that  he  would  not  go.  I  did’nt  conceive  he  understood  the 
title  “gentleman”  very  well,  which  term  he  made  use  of.  He  said,  if 
she  requests  me.  I’ll  go.  She  said  she  would  not  see  him  without  her 
friends  present.  No  one  present  but  Thomas  Wistar.  Don’t  recollect 
his  telling  me  that  he  had  been  twice  to  Asylum  to  bring  about  a  re¬ 
conciliation.  He  said  he  was  a  friend  of  the  family,  had  more  at  stake 
than  I  had,  and  would  not  leave  the  room  unless  she  requested  it.  There 
was  an  appeal  of  some  kind  to  me  as  a  gentleman.  The  wife  made 
no  intimation  to  Thomas  Wistar  to  leave  the  room. 

Chief. — Same  Richie  there,  at  one  or  two  visits. 

Cross-examined. — I  understood  that  Mrs.  Hinchman  consented  to  a 
private  interview — the  whole  of  my  request  was  for  a  private  inter¬ 
view.  Don’t  recollect  of  using  word  ‘  private,’  but  I  believe  it  was 
distinctly  understood. 
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James  Hanna^  sworn. 

Commissioner  to  take  depositions.  Have  no  recollection  of  seeing 
certificate  of  admission  and  order  being  there. 

Cross-examined, — Don’t  recollect  of  certificate  of  Dr.  Kite,  there 
[Certificate  handed  to  J.  Hanna.]  This  paper  was  produced. 

Benjamin  M,  Hinchman,  affirmed. 

Am  uncle  of  Morgan  Hinchman — his  father’s  brother.  Not  con¬ 
sulted  about  his  arrest ;  he  had  been  there  three  and  a  half  months 
before  I  heard  of  it.  How.  Hinchman,  my  nephew,  told  me  of  it,  at 
my  office  door.  I  then  went  out  to  see  his  aunt  Webb.  Have  known 
him  since  since  his  infancy — my  acquaintance  with  him,  intimate — 
saw  him,  perhaps,  more  than  other  nephews.  Absent  at  time  of  his 
father’s  death,  in  ’23 — then,  Morgan  at  Mr.  Fisher’s,  in  Jersey.  Some 
months  after,  he  went  to  his  uncle  Webb’s.  He  never  resided  with  his 
mother,  since  he  was  six  years  old.  Never  seen  any  thing  about  him, 
approaching  to  insanity ;  on  the  contrary,  considered  him  rather 
smarter  than  most  fellows  of  his  age.  No  doubt  of  his  sanity  ever 
entered  my  mind.  When  I  heard  of  Morgan’s  being  in  Asylum,  after 
consulting  with  my  sister,  Mrs.  Webb,  I  went  to  see  Dr.  Griscom  ;  had 
two  hours  conversation  with  him — introduced  myself  as  Morgan  Hinch- 
man’s  uncle,  and  stated  I  heard  he  was  in  the  Asylum,  and  that  he  was 
a  party  concerned  in  the  matter ;  and  that  I  had  heard  he  had  given  a 
certificate.  He  said, — no — he  had  not ;  but  he  would  have  done  so, 
at  any  time  within  three  years,  had  he  been  called  upon.  He  told  me. 
Dr.  Kite  had  given  the  certificate.  I  told  him  I  had  called  to  ascertain 
the  facts  of  the  case ;  upon  what  grounds  they  had  suspected  him  of 
insanity.  He  said,  he  understood  he  was  wasting  his  estate ;  not  fit  to 
take  care  of  it.  I  asked  him  in  what  manner  1  he  said  by  wild  and 
foolish  speculations,  as  he  understood.  I  told  him,  I  knew  of  none 
such,  and  that  I  believed  he  had  made  very  little  change  in  his  pro¬ 
perty  for  several  years  past.  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  of  any,  of  his 
own  knowledge  1  and  he  said — no.  He  had  understood  Morgan  had 
ill-treated  his  wife,  and  the  night  on  which  he  left  for  the  last  time,  he 
was  so  violent,  that  her  own  life  and  that  of  the  children  were  in  dan¬ 
ger.  I  asked  him,  who  told  him — he  said,  he  heard  it  from  his  mother 
and  some  other  members  of  his  family — that  he  was  his  mother’s  phy¬ 
sician,  and  they  had  often  conversed  on  such  matters.  I  told  him,  I 
supposed  he  was  aware  there  had  been  some  difference  between  mother 
and  son,  and  she  had  become  exasperated  against  him ;  that  he  must 
have  known  something  of  his  mother’s  peculiar  temperament ;  and  in 
all  matters  where  her  interest  and  feelings  were  concerned,  her  state¬ 
ment  should  be  received  with  due  allowance.  I  asked  him  for  facts  of 
his  own  knowledge — I  wanted  facts,  not  reports.  He  said  he  had  met 


117 


Morgan  at  his  mother’s  house,  Christmas,  ’46,  before  dinner  ;  that  he, 
the  Doctor,  was  attending  the  mother,  who  was  sick,  and  when  he  came 
down  stairs,  he  found  Morgan  in  parlor,  laying  on  sofa,  alone ;  he 
referred  to  his  position  ;  that  he  had  his  feet  laying  over  the  side,  and 
he  seemed  to  remark  upon  it,  that  it  was  a  singular  position.  Morgan 
rose  directly,  and  inquired  of  his  mother’s  health — he  replied,  it  was 
not  good,  she  was  in  a  state  of  disquietude ;  they  stepped  out  together. 
Morgan  remarked,  I  don’t  think  thy  medicine  will  do  her  much  good, 
Doctor,  that  she  had  too  much  on  her  mind  ;  too  much  anxiety  and 
trouble  on  her  mind,  and  said,  her  school,  keeping  house,  and  nursing 
her  mother,  was  too  much  for  her,  as  her  health  not  very  good  any 
how.  He  thought  she  had  better  discontinue  the  school.  Doctor 
replied,  she  could  not  afford  to  give  up  her  school ;  it  was  necessary  as 
a  livelihood.  Morgan  said  he  didn’t  think  it  was  necessary  ;  that  she 
had  some  property,  and  that  there  was  a  valuable  property  somewhere, 
in  Northumberland  or  on  Susquehanna;  the  Doctor  didn’t  remember, 
exactly.  I  told  him  I  didn’t  know  of  the  family  being  interested  in 
any  property  in  Northumberland,  but  if  he’d  said  Wilksbarre,  I  would 
have  understood  it.  I  explained  to  him,  then,  the  interest  Morgan  sup¬ 
posed  she  had  in  Wilksbarre — that  the  firm  of  which  Morgan’s  father 
was  one,  did  own  some,  and  that  it  was  sold  under  an  execution,  under 
surviving  partners,  &c. ;  that  the  property  cost  them,  in  ’17,  about 
88,000,  originally— I  was  one  of  the  parties  that  made  the  contract,,  &c, 
Morgan’s  impression  was,  that  the  conveyance  did  not  convey  the  right 
of  his  father ;  that  it  was  not  a  proper  conveyance.  I  told  Doctor,  I 
supposed  Morgan  thought  so.  I  explained  the  matter  of  the  property 
to  Doctor.  I  asked  Doctor  for  some  other  facts.  He  told  me  that  he 
had  heard,  that  he  was  restless,  couldn’t  sleep,  would  get  up  before 
day  to  go  after  lime,  or  something  of  the  kind,  &c. ;  that  he  had  a  pig 
in  the  kitchen,  that  it  was  sick.  He  mentioned  another  instance,  that 
his  wife  had  requested  him  to  lift  the  pot  off  the  fire ;  that  he  took  hold 
of  it,  give  it  a  swing,  and  was  strong  as  a  lion.  He  told  me  he  was 
present  at  Morgan’s  arrest ;  that  he  was  requested  to  attend  there ; 
that  he  had  attended  Morgan’s  family,  when  in  the  city,  and  it  was 
thought  he  might  persuade  him  to  go  without  violence.  He  arrived 
there  after  they  had  gone  up  into  the  room ;  found  them  conversing 
freely,  and  with  some  earnestness.  I  inquired  who  the^iwere — he  said 
G.  M.  Elkington  was  there,  Jno.  Lippincott,  E.  Richie,  and  John  M. 
Whitall.  I  don’t  remember  if  he  said  that  Samuel  Richie  was  about. 
That  after  conversing  some  time,  G.  M.  Elkington  spoke  up,  and  said, 
we  had  talked  long  enough  ;  we  have  come  to  take  thee  to  Asylum, 
and  we  will  do  it.  You  might  as  well  go  peaceably  ;  if  you  do  not,  we’ll 
take  you  by  force.  Morgan  still  objected,  and  desired  them  to  post¬ 
pone  ;  if  they  were  still  of  the  same  mind,  there  would  be  time  enough 
to  proceed.  Morgan  made  a  motion  for  door,  but  he  was  intercepted, 
and  prevented.  At  length  some  of  them  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  took 
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him  down  stairs  ;  that  he  made  some  objectiooj  and  said,  if  they  would 
take  me,  they  should  by  force ;  and  I  believe  something  said  about  hold¬ 
ing  them  responsible.  They  took  him  to  the  wagon,  which  Samuel 
Richie  had  prepared,  and  had  by  the  door,  and  Morgan  was  placed  in 
it  ,*  that  when  he  was  on  swingle-tree,  he  made  an  effort  to  jump  off, 
J.  M.  Whitall  too  quick  for  him,  and  held  him  there.  He  referred 
me  to  E.  K.  Price,  who  was  attorney  in  case.  Called  next  day  on 
E.  K.  Price.  My  next  visit  was  to  John  M.  Whitall,  whom  I  found  at  his 
store.  He  told  me  he  had  been  called  on  evening  previous  to  arrest ; 
that  it  was  late  in  evening,  and  he  was  about  retiring  ;  that  he  was  told 
Morgan  Hinchman  was  insane,  and  they  had  arranged  to  arrest  him, 
and  wished  him  to  assist,  and  he  agreed  to  do  so.  I  think  he  said 
he  felt  it  a  duty,  when  called  upon  in  such  a  case,  to  do  it.  He 
went  next  morning,  and  went  up  into  room  with  the  others,  and  told 
me  about  the  same  as  Dr.  Griscom.  He  said  he  went  out  in  the  wagon  ; 
sat  on  one  side  of  Morgan  Hinchman  and  E.  Richie  on  the  other. 
Part  of  time  Samuel  Richie  drove;  and  John  Lippincott.  Mentioned 
that  he  talked  like  a  mill-clapper  when  they  went  out ;  that  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  explain  several  things  alluded  to  at  tavern,  and  he  was  very 
ingenious  in  doing  so,  but  not  to  satisfy  them.  He  referred  me  to  one 
of  the  managers. 

I  next  went  to  the  Asylum  with  my  sister,  Mrs.  Fisher ;  arrived 
there ;  met  P.  Garret ;  he  received  us  courteously ;  and  after  conver¬ 
sation,  he  said  he  supposed  we  wanted  to  see  Morgan  ;  I  told  him  yes  ,* 
he  said  he  would  have  him  brought  in.  I  told  him  I  wanted  some  little 
conversation  with  him  first.  He  said  he  behaved  himself  very  well ; 
that  he  had  not  seen  him  much ;  had  been  sick ;  that  Morgan  seemed 
better  than  when  he  came  ;  that  there  was  not  much  matter  with  him  ; 
he  referred  me  to  Dr.  Worthington,  who  came  in  ;  I  inquired  of  him  of 
Morgan  ;  he  said  it  was  not  a  very  violent  case ;  he  talked  harshly  of 
his  friends ;  of  the  Bank  of  Penn  Township ;  now  and  then  would  be 
excited.  I  asked  him  whom  meant  by  Morgan’s  friends ;  he  said  the 
ones  concerned  in  his  arrest  and  others.  He  said  he  supposed  any 
sane  man  would  speak  harshly  of  those  who  had  endeavored  to  con¬ 
fine  him  as  a  lunatic,  and  would  naturally  get  excited  on  the  subject. 
He  said  men  would  never  admit  their  insanity.  I  told  him  I  did’nt 
suppose  a  sane  ♦nan  would  admit  it;  he  said  no.  About  that  time, 
Morgan  was  introduced.  We  talked  about  one  and  a  half  hours ;  then 
his  manner  and  deportment  same  as  now.  Sometimes  we  were  alone, 
and  sometimes  Dr.  and  Mr.  Garret  there.  He  was  affected  when  he 
first  saw  us  ;  we  were  all  affected.  He  gave  us  an  account  of  the  whole 
proceedings.  My  sister  and  myself  satisfied  that  he  was  not  insane, 
and  as  sane  as  any  body.  I  remained  at  home  two  weeks  before  I 
went  out  again.  I  endeavored  to  make  inquiries ;  went  to  Sheriff’s 
office,  Prothonotary’s  office,  to  inquire  what  had  been  done.  First 
visit  about  last  of  April.  In  two  weeks  I  went  out  with  his  cousin,  H. 
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Hinchman,  about  20th  May,  Saw  Mr.  Garret  again  ;  he  brought  Mr, 
Garret  in.  Morgan  suggested  we  should  walk  in  garden  and  library, 
&c.,  and  we  did ;  and  we  conversed  about  all  his  affairs.  Told  Mr. 
Garret  I  had  not  been  advised  in  the  proceedings.  Nor  his  uncles  or 
aunts  on  either  side  ;  that  i  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  Morgan’s  being 
in  Asylum ;  that  he  was  sane ;  nor  he  never  was  otherwise ;  he  said 
there  was’nt  much  matter  with  him ;  might  be  discharged  soon ;  he 
was  guarded  in  his  remarks.  I  told  him  there  must  have  been  some 
other  motive  than  a  good  one  for  his  being  put  there ;  that  I  could  ac¬ 
count  for  his  mother’s  hostility.  Morgan  then  applied  for  liberty  of  the 
grounds,  and  to  dine  and  eat  in  parlor,  and  said  if  any  difference  in 
price  of  board  he  would  pay  it ;  and  I  guaranteed  Morgan  would  not 
leave  the  grounds.  Morgan  said  it  should  be  understood  this  was  not 
to  waive  his  right  to  damages.  Mr.  Garret  treated  us  very  civilly,  I 
went  home.  Shortly  after,  I  was  called  upon  by  E.  Richie,  at  my 
office,  Fifth  and  Walnut;  he  told  me  had  called  before;  he  said  he 
understood  I’d  been  out  to  see  Morgan  ;  and  I  said  yes,  twice ;  he  asked 
me  what  I  thought  of  his  case ;  I  told  him  it  was  a  great  outrage  against 
Morgan  and  his  rights  as  a  citizen ;  that  I  did’nt  think  him  insane,  and 
if  he  could  be  carried  off,  any  one  else  might  be ;  he  said  he  did’nt  think 
it  an  outrage ;  he  signified  he  thought  him  insane,  and  that  his  friends 
did ;  I  asked  him  who  were  his  friends,  and  who  the  parties  advising 
it ;  he  named  his  mother,  his  sister,  Anna  W.,  and  his  sister-in-law, 
and  others ;  he  mentioned  Dr.  Griscom  had  said  he  was  insane,  and 
Dr.  Kite  given  a  certificate ;  that  Dr.  Evans  he  had  called  upon,  and 
had  advised  it;  and  Dr.  Noble  had  said  he  w’as  insane.  He  said  Dr. 
Evans  had  not  seen  him  and  examined  him  till  after  his  arrest.  I  told 
him  I  understood  the  mother,  who  had  made  the  affidavit,  stating  he 
was  insane,  and  unsafe  to  be  taken  to  Bucks  County,  had  not  seen  him 
for  some  six  or  eight  months.  I  asked  why  his  uncles  and  aunts  should 
be  kept  in  total  ignorance  of  such  proceedings.  He  said,  for  himself 
he  did  not  know  of  such  a  person  as  Benjamin  Hinchman,  and  that  he 
had  gone  to  see  of  Howard  Hinchman  what  sort  of  a  person  I  was.  I 
was  in  Legislature  for  six  years.  I  told  him  my  name  in  four  of  daily 
papers.  He  then  told  me  of  the  object  of  his  visit ;  which  was  to  meet 
Margaretta  at  his  mother’s  ;  I  declined  meeting  her  there,  and  told  him 
that  I  conceived  her  conduct  had  been  so  wrong,  so  wanton  and  out¬ 
rageous,  that  I  did’nt  wish  to  meet  and  converse  with  her  (the  mother.) 
I  told  him  I  would  meet  Margaretta  at  his  house,  or  any  other  house. 
Mr.  Edward  Richie  said,  it  had  been  proposed  that  if  Morgan  would 
allow  it  (his  property)  to  remain  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  his  family 
and  self,  he  might  come  out  as  soon  as  he  pleased  ;  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  his  coming  out  then  ;  and  wished  me  to  converse 
with  Margaretta  on  that  subject.  I  told  him  if  Morgan  was  insane, 
not  proper  to  leave  him  out,  and  if  he  was  sane,  not  proper  to  deprive 
him  of  his  property.  He  then  said,  the  fact  of  Morgan’s  being  in  the 
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Asylum  would  interfere  with  the  management  of  his  affairs ;  might 
have  difficulty ;  and  in  case  he  left  his  property  in  trust,  his  friends 
would  assist  him  in  paying  off  incumbrances,  and  so  on.  Met  Marga- 
retta  at  Edward  Richie’s  house,  in  June,  1847  :  from  8  to  11  convers¬ 
ing.  The  conversation  with  Margaretta  in  presence  of  Edward  Richie. 
After  I  spoke  to  Margaretta,  I  made  allusion  to  the  arrest,  and  the  sub¬ 
ject  was  introduced  ,*  and  was  there  proposed,  if  the  property  was  put 
in  trust  there  would  be  no  objection  to  his  coming  out  of  the  Asylum. 
I  told  them  J  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  his  being  kept  in  Asylum,  nor 
of  putting  his  property  in  trust,  when,  from  what  I  heard,  he  was  man¬ 
aging  his  property  welt ;  she  said  he  had  been  wasting  his  property — 
and  did  not  think  him  to  be  fit  to  manage  it ;  I  asked  her  for  evidence 
of  such  wasting ;  she  said  he  sold  a  pair  of  chickens  to  a  colored  man 
on  credit  that  he  did’nt  know.  That  was  about  or  previous  to  Christmas. 
I  think  she  said,  the  hired  man  said  he  did’nt  know  him.  Morgan  said 
he  knew  him,  however.  She  mentioned  also,  once  he  had  hired  men 
once  cutting  apples  in  the  house  on  a  rainy  day,  when  it  cleared  up  he 
kept  them  there.  She  said  he  had  sold  the  property  he  had  got  by  her. 
She  said  he  was  going  about  telling  stories  that  he  got  nothing  by  her. 
I  told  her,  no ;  and  I  told  her  exactly  the  property  he  got  by  her ; 
82,500  in  state  5’s ;  eight  shares  worth  8500,  and  8l}600  in  city  5’s. 
The  city  5’s  had  been  paid  off.  81,100  had  been  invested  in  Lehigh 
loan,  and  it  went  down.  That  some  4  or  8500,  the  proceeds  of  the 
city  5’s,  had  been  expended  to  pay  off  to  her  brother  some  amounts 
which  he  had  lent  Margaretta  to  buy  her  furniture.  Mr.  Edward  Richie 
present,  and  engaged  in  the  conversation.  I  inquired  of  her  in  regard 
to  the  reports  which  had  been  circulated.  I  inquired  why  she  declined 
an  interview  with  Morgan  at  Asylum,  in  the  parlour.  She  said  she  had 
gone  to  Asylum  with  Thomas  Wistar,  and  had  an  interview  with  Mor¬ 
gan  ;  she  said  she  was  advised  not  to  have  the  interview ;  she  said  she 
feared  no  violence ;  she  said  he  had  never  been  guilty  of  any  violence, 
that  he  had  never  raised  his  hand  against  her,  and  that  she  had  never 
said  so.  She  said  she  did  not  choose  to  have  a  private  interview  with 
him.  Morgan  was  willing,  as  she  understood,  to  meet  her  in  presence 
of  others ;  but  if  she  had  a  friend,  he  must  have  one  too ;  she  came 
away  without  interview  with  him. 

I  told  her  I  heard  it  as  a  report,  that  he  had  locked  her  out,  bolted 
the  gate  on  her  ;  she  said,  no  truth  in  it  all  ;  that  they  had  no  alley- 
gate  ;  she  said,  she  had  understood  from  Morgan  that  Friend  Justice 
had  met  him  in  the  street,  and  mentioned  it  to  him.  I  told  her  that  I 
heard  of  his  having  locked  her  out  another  time ;  she  said  it  was  not 
so  ;  she  said  one  evening  when  her  sister  Anna  was  there  spending 
evening  and  night,  in  course  of  evening  Morgan  had  reproved  her, 
(the  sister,)  for  her  undue  influence  she  was  exercising  over  the  mind 
of  her  mother,  in  regard  to  the  other  children ;  they  had  some  words 
about  it,  and  finally  retired  to  bed  early  in  bad  humor ;  that  they  all 
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went  up  stairs  together ;  that  Morgan  went  into  the  side  door  of  back 
room  in  which  they  lodged,  and  she  and  Anna  into  front  room  toge¬ 
ther  ,*  that  she  remained  in  front  room  for  some  time ;  and  meanwhile 
Morgan  had  retired ;  that  there  was  a  door  between  front  and  back 
rooms  ;  that  she  had  taken  the  key  from  the  side  next  to  her  door,  and 
put  it  on  side  next  to  Anna ;  then  went  to  side  door  and  found  it  locked, 
and  she  could’nt  get  in  ;  she  did’nt  recollect  whether  she  slept  with 
Anna,  or  went  up  into  Morgan’s  room.  I  asked  her  why  she  did’nt 
go  through  the  door  she  locked,  and  she  said  she  did’nt  choose  to  ,*  she 
said  that  was  only  case  in  which  lock  or  bolt  was  ever  concerned ;  she 
said  she  did’nt  know  how  such  a  story  could  get  out ;  that  Anna  was 
the  only  person  present  besides  them  ;  and  we  referred  again  to  the 
property  ;  that  Morgan  should  put  his  property  in  trust,  and  leave  the 
Asylum.  She  said  he  could  leave  the  Asylum  ;  come  to  Germantown 
and  board  with  her  sister,  E.  Shoemaker ;  she  remarked,  if  he  came 
to  Germantown,  &c.,  he  must  be  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  house.  I 
told  her  I  hardly  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  would  do  so  ;  she  said  he 
must  pay  his  board,  and  that  of  his  wife  and  children,  too.  I  told  her 
if  he  did  that,  he  should  be  entitled  to  choose  his  boarding  house  ;  she 
replied,  well,  if  he  don’t  care  any  thing  for  his  wife  and  children. 
Some  reference  made  to  the  probability  of  their  reunion.  I  told  her 
I’d  express  no  opinion  on  that,  nor  advise  on  it ;  that  it  appeared  to  me 
a  matter  which  should  be  settled  by  themselves  exclusively.  I  have 
never  given  any  advice  on  that  subject  to  either  party.  I  remarked,  if 
they  should  come  together,  it  should  be  made  a  sine-qua-non,  that  nei¬ 
ther  his  mother,  Samuel  Richie,  Elizabeth  Shoemaker,  and  others, 
should  be  allowed  to  interfere ;  that  I  believed  the  chief  diffi¬ 
culty  had  arisen  from  their  interference  ,*  she  said,  does  thee  think  I’ve 
no  judgment  of  my  own.  I  told  her  I  would  make  no  remark  on  that 
subject ;  that  the  continued  misrepresentations  of  such  persons  would 
tend  to  bias  the  strongest  judgment.  I  was  about  to  take  my  leave,  and 
subject  of  trust  again  mentioned  ;  and  it  was  said,  that  if  he  did  not, 
he  must  stay  there  till  he  could  get  out  somehow.  I  told  her  he  should 
come  out ;  and  unless  he  was  discharged,  I  should  try  the  effect  of 
habeas  corpus  ;  and  I  should  not  wait  long.  They  requested  I  should 
intimate  to  Morgan  the  proposition  they  had  made.  I  told  them  I 
would  go  and  see  Morgan  in  two  or  three  days,  and  would  relate  to 
Morgan  what  they  had  said.  I  considered  the  difficulty  of  his  getting 
money  would  continue  as  long  as  he  lived ;  that  they  had  put  a  stigma 
on  his  character  which  he  would  never  be  able  to  overcome.  In  two 
or  three  days  I  went  to  Asylum  ;  in  June.  As  I  was  approaching  gate, 
within  a  few  yards  of  it,  I  met  Margaretta  and  Thomas  Wistar  leav¬ 
ing  the  Asylum.  I  did’nt  know  Thomas  Wistar,  and  should’nt  the 
lady,  unless  she  had  turned  her  head.  Drove  to  gate  and  stopped  to 
see  whether  they  had  stopped.  Found  they  went  on,  however ;  when 
I  went  in,  I  hitched  my  horse.  I  saw  Philip  Garrett  in  lot  adjoining 
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yard  ;  he  came  over  soon,  and  mentioned  they  had  just  left.  I  then 
related  the  conversation  I  had  with  Edward  Richie  and  Margaretta,  I 
then  asked  for  Morgan,  who  did’nt  come  for  twenty  minutes.  I  told 
Mr.  Garret,  I  did’nt  think  he  should  go  to  the  house  of  Elizabeth  Shoe¬ 
maker,  and  subject  himself  to  the  rules  of  the  house.  Philip  Garret 
told  me  there  had  been  an  interview  between  Morgan  and  his  wife,  in 
presence  of  the  matron.  We  then  talked — I  referred  to  Morgan’s  mo¬ 
ther.  Pie  said  he  did’nt  think  her  conduct  very  discreet ;  that  some 
of  her  conversation  had  a  tendency  not  to  do  him  any  good ;  told  him  I 
should  bring  him  out  on  habeas  corpus,  if  he  was’nt  left  out.  He  said 
he  thought  he  would  not  be  continued  long ;  that  he  did’nt  think  there 
was  much  necessity  of  his  staying  any  longer.  While  this  conversa¬ 
tion  was  going  on,  Morgan  Hinchman  came  up,  and  said  he  was  sorry 
I  had  not  been  there.  Morgan  said  he  had  an  interview  with  his  wife, 
in  presence  of  the  matron.  Morgan  thought  there  would  no  good  come 
of  such  a  formal  meeting ;  he  said  he  asked  Margaretta  whether  he 
had  ever  raised  his  hand  against  her  in  unkindness  ;  and  that  she  said 
no,  Morgan,  thee  never  did.  Morgan  and  myself  went  pretty  soon, 
walking  about  the  grounds ;  he  was  urging  me  to  take  urgent  mea¬ 
sures  to  get  him  out.  I  made  the  communication  about  the  trust  to 
Morgan,  as  requested  by  Edward  Richie  and  Margaretta ;  he  did’nt 
accept  of  it.  I  left  the  Asylum,  after  walking  about  a  little  while.  I 
did  not  consult  any  counsel  till  after  Morgan  was  out.  About  two  weeks 
after,  7th  July,  I  saw  him  at  my  office.  Edward  Richie  came  second 
day  after  that  to  my  office.  Richie  came  in  and  asked  me  if  I  knew 
where  Morgan  was.  I  told  him  he  would  be  back  here.  I  said  that 
they  had  authorized  him  to  leave,  but  would’nt  consent  to  his  going, 
because  he  had  declined  to  go  with  Edward  Richie.  I  told  him,  they 
would  hardly  discharge  him,  if  he  was  not  a  sane  man  ;  he  said  he 
was  not  discharged,  because  he  would’nt  go  with  him ;  and  he  said  he 
ought  not  to  be  discharged ;  that  he  was  very  much  excited  and  stub¬ 
born  ;  that  he  was  more  insane  now  than  he  had  been.  I  told  him,  it 
was  strange,  that  if  Morgan  had  been  discharged,  they  had  not  left 
him  go  where  he  pleased.  I  asked  him  what  right  he  had  to  expect 
Morgan  to  go  with  him  ;  that  Morgan  had  relations  enough  in  the  city 
to  assist  him.  I  told  him  that  he  had  been  one  of  the  active  agents  in 
carrying  him  off,  and  he  could  not  expect  Morgan  to  confide  in  him 
again.  About  this  time  Morgan  came  in.  First  thing  a  pretty  shy 
look  at  one  another  ;  they  spoke,  however.  That  he  told  Philip  Gar¬ 
ret  that  his  parole  was  at  an  end.  They,  Morgan  and  Richie,  had  a 
warm  conversation  on  the  subject  of  his  discharge.  Morgan  said  he 
would  not  have  trusted  himself  with  him  farther  than  Frankford.  Ed¬ 
ward  said  he  had  offered  to  bring  him  to  his  uncle’s,  his  cousin’s,  or 
his  mother’s.  He  said  the  uncle  did’nt  keep  house,  his  mother  he 
did’nt  incline  to,  and  he  did’nt  know  if  his  cousin  kept  house  then. 
Had  a  warm  discussion  in  regard  to  the  matter.  Among  the  rest, 
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Morgan  told  him  they  had  packed  a  jury;  he  said  they  had  endea¬ 
vored  to  confine  it  to  their  own  friends  and  acquaintances  ;  that  they 
did’nt  want  to  make  a  stir  about  it.  He  told  me  the  Sheriff  had  taken 
three  of  them.  They  had  taken  six  names  to  the  Sheriff;  he  men¬ 
tioned  William  Biddle,  Mordecai  L.  Dawson  and  Edward  H.  Bonsall ; 
he,  Edward  Richie,  said  they  had  difficulty  to  find  Bonsall — the  other 
persons  selected  entirely  from  the  Sheriff.  I  remarked  it  very  strange 
that  William  Biddle  and  Mordecai  L.  Dawson  should  be  put  on  the 
jury.  Finally,  they  got  on  tolerably  friendly  terms.  Edward  wanted 
him  to  go  and  take  tea  with  him,  but  Morgan  declined.  Had  no  con¬ 
versation  with  Edward  Richie  since  then.  Morgan  Hinchman  sane 
then. 

(Letter  handed  to  witness.) 

That’s  Morgan’s  handwriting — dated  5th  Month  5,  1847  ;  another 
June  11,  1847. 

First  came  through  the  Post  Office. 

(Another  paper  handed  to  witness.) — That  is  Morgan’s  handwriting. 
A  statement  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  own  property  handed  to  me  on  a 
visit  to  the  Asylum. 

Above  papers  objected  to,  and  withdrawn  for  the  present. 

At  time  of  examination  before  Hanna,  after  Dr.  Kite  had  given  in 
his  evidence,  he  said  that  he  was  glad  Morgan  was’nt  here  present. 

Adjourned  till  4  P.  M. — Friday. 

B.  M.  Hinchman,  cross-examined. 

Uncle  of  Morgan’s.  In  the  West  when  his  father  died ;  returned 
from  four  to  six  weeks  after  he  died;  heard  of  his  death  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  He  left  five  children;  died  insolvent;  left  furniture,  ($1,600), 
allowed  to  remain  with  Mrs.  Hinchman  ;  not  a  partner  of  his  at  time 
of  his  death ;  Morgan  about  six  years  old  then  ;  he,  his  father,  married 
in  1815  ;  died  in  1823  ;  Morgan  lived  with  his  father  during  the  most 
of  his  life.  The  witness  who  said  he  has  not  lived  with  his  mother 
since  he  was  nine  months  old,  was  mistaken.  Left  the  house  few  months 
after  death  of  my  brother  ;  had  been  to  see  the  widow  of  my  brother 
two  hundred  times  ;  not  been  to  visit  her  since  she  moved  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago.  Have  seen  her  at  Morgan’s,  and  at 
other  places.  The  intercourse  broken  off  by  her  removal  to  the  country ; 
winter  of  1837  and  ’38,  and  terminated  with  1844.  Not  been  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  my  niece,  Anna  W.  Hinchman.  To  see  Morgan  in 
Marshall  street,  three  or  four  times.  Never  visited  him  in  the  country. 
I  met  him  most  frequently  in  the  street,  sometimes  in  P.  T.  Bank.  Not 
lately,  not  since  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  her,  have  I  been  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  mother’s  affairs.  We  have  conversed  about  her  children.  I 
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have  been  oftener  than  once  at  Morgan’s  house ;  I’ve  been  there  twice  in 
the  evenings,  and  have  called  at  the  door  other  times ;  his  mother  there 
on  last  occasion.  1  think  I  heard  she  was  in  town,  and  went  there.  I 
met  Morgan  at  his  uncle  Webb’s  frequently,  may  have  been  five,  and 
may  have  been  twenty  times.  Meetings  there  accidental,  as  I  went  to 
see  my  sister.  Have  met  him  at  his  grand-mother’s,  more  than  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  ago.  While  Eliza  in  the  country,  habit  of  visiting 
Morgan’s  grand-mother.  Went  to  visit  Miss  Sally  Ann  Webb,  and  the 
grand-mother.  Saw  her  at  her  daughter’s,  Mrs.  Webb’s.  Never  visited 
Mrs.  Eliza  Hinchman  within  the  last  ten  years ;  met  my  niece  acci¬ 
dentally  ;  met  Morgan  at  Mr.  Webb’s  since  his  marriage,  but  not  often, 
accidentally.  He  lived  in  Marshall  street  from  about  ISS-Q,  to  spring 
of  1844.  Not  at  the  wedding,  nor  invited.  I  think  I  was  from  home. 
Don’t  know  the  period  of  time.  In  winter  of  1839,  at  Harrisburg.  Pro¬ 
bably  at  Bristol,  till  late  of  autumn,  1839.  Very  likely  in  town  at  time 
of  election,  in  1839;  if  at  Bristol  I  should  have  come  down  to  elec¬ 
tion  ;  presume  it  known  that  I  resided  in  Bristol.  No  insanity  in  our 
family.  A  member  of  the  family  was  attacked  with  paralysis,  which 
prostrated  his  mind,  body  and  speech,  to  a  considerable  extent.  Isaac 
Hinchman,  about  40,  son  of  my  oldest  brother,  in  N.  J.  Asylum,  now. 
Don’t  know  to  whom  Morgan  went  to  school,  while  at  Mr.  Webb’s; 
left  there  for  Weston  school.  Partially  from  the  fact  of  five  children, 
that  the  family  separated  ;  she  had  about  83,000  at  that  time  ;  from  the 
sale  of  furniture  and  commissions,  which  the  one  that  settled  the  estate 
gave  her;  Edward  Hallowell,  administrator  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
father.  Assisted  Mr.  Hallowell  in  winding  up  the  affairs. 

Cross-examined  by  G,  Griscom, 

Had  conversation  with  Dr.  Griscom,  alluded  to  in  my  examination ; 
he  stated  he  did  not  know  some  of  the  parties  at  first ;  he  seemed  to  be  at 
no  loss  of  his  knowledge  of  them  at  the  time ;  he  named  who  were  present 
at  the  time  ;  he  said  that  he  would  have  given  a  certificate  any  time  within 
three  years  ;  he  said  Morgan  had  manifested  no  great  friendly  disposi¬ 
tion  towards  him  for  the  past  year  or  two  ;  he  had  met  him  in  the 
street,  and  seemed  rather  cool ;  he  said  that  Morgan  said  he  had  been 
saying  things  about  him,  that  they  were  not  true.  I  understood  it  rela¬ 
ted  to  his  health ;  not  specific,  however ;  he  expressed  a  clear  and 
decided  impression  that  he  was  an  insane  man.  I  was  consulting  him  as 
a  physician  ;  he  did’nt  say  at  whose  request  he  attended  at  the  Red 
Lion,  to  best  of  my  recollection  ;  he  said  a  portion  of  them  he  did’nt 
know,  except  by  sight,  when  he  went  there.  I  explained  to  the  Doctor 
what  I  knew  of  the  Wilkesbarre  property ;  he  did’nt  know  of  it  be¬ 
fore. 

Morgan  stated  he  thought  she  could  do  without  keeping  school.  A 
large  property,  was  the  term  made  use  of  by  Morgan. 
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Cross-examined  hy  Mr,  Williams, 

Mr.  Whitall  said  he  was  called  upon  by  a  friend,  and  requested  his 
presence  for  assistance ;  he  did’nt  say  he  was  requested  by  the  mother 
and  wife  ,*  he  signified  the  first  he  knew  of  it  was  when  he  was  sent 
for ;  he  said  in  those  cases  he  felt  it  was  a  duty  for  him  to  go.  Don’t 
know  that  Mr.  Whitall  had  anything  more  to  do  with  it  than  the  above. 
Don’t  know  that  Mr.  Hinchman  knew  Mr.  Whitall.  Know  J.  M. 
Whitall,  a  man  of  respectability.  I  gathered  nothing  from  his  conver¬ 
sation,  except  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  go,  and  he  went.  Mr.  Gar¬ 
ret  treated  me  gentlemanly ;  always  allowed  me  access  to  Morgan 
whenever  I  wanted  to  see  him.  At  my  instance  Morgan  brought  in, 
I  thought  his  conduct  perfectly  proper  as  far  as  his  situation  allowed. 
I  made  no  request  to  Mr.  Garret  to  mention  the  property  proposition 
to  Morgan,  but  I  told  Mr.  Garret  of  it;  that  I  had  been  requested  to 
make  it  to  Morgan.  I  did  not  mention  it  to  Dr.  Worthington.  Morgan 
rode  with  me  one-half  mile  or  so  from  Asylum,  when  on  his  parole. 
My  conversation  with  Dr.  Worthington,  my  first  visit ;  took  tea  the 
second  visit  with  Mr.  Garret,  some  ladies  at  it,  Dr.  W.,  Mr.  G.,  Howard 
H.,  Morgan  and  myself.  On  that  occasion  proposed  to  have  liberty 
of  the  grounds.  The  first  interview,  had  conversation  with  Mr.  Gar¬ 
ret,  who  introduced  me  to  Dr.  Worthington.  Nothing  improper  in  Dr. 
Worthington’s  conduct  that  I  condemn  ;  considering  him  as  belonging 
to  the  Institution  ;  he  seemed  rather  distant,  and  not  desirous  of  being 
communicative.  I  don’t  think  he  expressed  any  further  sentiments 
than  what  I  have  stated  before.  He  did’nt  tell  me  that  he  was  deranged. 
He  told  me  Morgan  was  unwell,  and  he  thought  him  better.  Did’nt 
inquire  whether  he  considered  him  unsound.  Found  them,  Mr.  Gar¬ 
ret  and  Dr.  Worthington,  much  disposed  to  sustain  the  Institution. 
Fourth  of  May,  made  my  second  visit ;  15th  or  20th  May,  probably 
later  than  that ;  after  I  got  first  letter  from  Morgan,  I  think. 

First  visit,  I  spoke  to  Dr.  Worthington,  and  talked  with  him. 

Mr.  Richie  called  to  see  me  to  converse  in  reference  to  Morgan ;  he 
had  heard  that  I  had  been  out  to  see  Morgan  at  Asylum.  He  seemed 
himself  desirous  of  an  interview  between  Morgan  and  wife.  Don’t  know 
that  Mr.  Richie  had  said  he  had  been  requested  to  embark  in  the  busi¬ 
ness.  He  mentioned  his  wife  and  sister  being  concerned  in  it.  Had 
no  conversation  with  Mrs.  Morgan  Hinchman,  except  when  Richie  was 
present.  Mrs.  Morgan  Hinchman  said  she  did  not  know  Morgan  was 
to  be  taken  out  to  the  Asylum,  when  he  left  his  farm  to  go  to  market. 
I  asked  her  why  she  started  off  for  town  immediately  after  Morgan  had 
left — but  she  made  an  evasive  answer.  She  said  if  she  could’nt  come 
down  when  she  wanted  to,  she  would  not  come  at  all.  I  understood 
from  her  conversation  that  Morgan’s  wife  had  sanctioned  the  whole 
proceedings.  She  said  nothing  about  Morgan’s  attempt  to  hang  him¬ 
self.  I  asked  her  what  she  had  to  complain  of,  and  she  said  she  was 
kept  away  from  her  friends,  had  hard  work,  and  could  not  come  down 
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to  see  her  friends  when  she  pleased ;  she  said  nothing  like  ill-treatment ; 
was  not  mentioned  for  whose  benefit  trust  was  to  be.  They  seemed 
anxious  to  get  the  property  out  of  his  control.  I  don’t  think  I’ve  said 
that  Edward  Richie  was  actuated  by  proper  purposes — if  I  ever  did 
think  so,  I’ve  changed  my  opinion  ,•  some  of  his  statements  very  plau¬ 
sible,  when  he  first  visited  me,  but  I  have  since  found  them  incorrect. 

Chief, — Anna  W.  Hinchman,  I  believe,  did  teach  school  for  the 
Misses  Whitall. 

Howard  Hinchman^  affirmed. 

Cousin  of  Morgan  Hinchman ;  first  cousin ;  reside  in  Philadelphia, 
and  did  so  in  January,  1847.  I  did  4th  February,  1847.  Not  con¬ 
sulted  about  his  arrest.  Have  known  him  from  my  earliest  recollec¬ 
tion — the  last  ten  or  twelve  years — intimately.  I  heard  from  John 
Hough  that  he  was  in  Asylum ;  he  no  relation  of  Morgan  Hinchman. 
Never  saw  any  thing  like  insanity  about  him.  Mr.  Warder  called 
upon  me  in  relation  to  other  business,  and  then  introduced  this  matter; 
he  merely  remarked  he  had  been  sued,  and  protested  his  innocence.  I 
quite  sick  at  time. 

Cross-examined. — At  Morgan  Hinchman’s,  in  Marshall  street,  about 
twelve  times.  Generally  on  business.  Morgan’s  brother  in  firm  in 
which  I  was  engaged.  Morgan  seemed  to  have  principal  management 
of  it.  Never  at  his  place  in  country  till  after  his  arrest.  Had  business 
communications  with  him  in  1844-45  and  46 ;  had  negotiations  about 
a  change  of  business.  Some  four  or  five  years  ago  called  on  Morgan’s 
mother.  Not  in  habit  of  visiting  her. 

Deposition  of  Mary  W.  Morris,  offered  ;  daughter  of  Samuel  B. 
Fisher.  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Biddle.  Objection  overruled — ^and  excep¬ 
tion  taken. 

Mr.  Parry  attended ;  Attorney  for  Samuel  Richie. 

Deposition  withdrawn. 


Plaintiffs  close. 
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Part  of  vendue  list  omitted,  p.  83. 

J.  D.  Michener,  3  casks  -  -  -  - 

Lewis  Guiges  pd,  vinegar  No.  1  -  -  - 

Dr.  C.  H.  Mathews,  Do  No.  2  -  -  - 

John  Bellinher  paid.  Do  No.  3  -  -  - 

P.  Price,  meat  tub- 

P.  Price,  meat  tub  ------ 

Benjamin  Hinchman  pd,  dutch  oven 
David  Bradshaw  paid,  2  inch  auger  -  -  - 

Morris  Davis,  auger  -  -  -  -  - 

Aaron  Ott  paid,  3^  inch  auger  -  -  - 

Isaac  Culp  paid,  fire  board  -  -  -  - 

Isaac  Wigton  paid,  fire  board  -  -  -  - 

Jacob  Conrad  paid,  rocking  chair,  -  -  - 

Seth  Davis,  3  m.  pans,  16  pp 
David  Jackson  pd,  3  do  do  16  pp 
Gibson  Johnson  pd,  4  milk  pans,  17  pp  - 
Henry  Rickert  pd,  stool  -  -  -  -  - 

John  Boliner  paid,  butter  scales  -  -  - 

Samuel  Detwiler  pd,  print  &  saddle  -  -  - 

Harvey  Shaw  paid,  seed  onions  -  -  - 

Abraham  Myers  pd,  basket  vials  -  -  - 

Peter  Stout  paid,  3  jugs  -  -  -  -  - 

Isaac  Keller  paid,  box  and  bottles  -  -  - 

Henry  Letherman  paid,  lamps,  basin,  6z;c  - 

John  Hoff  paid,  milk  strainer  -  -  -  - 

Jesse  Forker,  horn  -  - 

H.  Dean  pd,  milk  pan  -  -  -  -  - 

Jesse  Forker,  milk  pan  -  -  -  -  - 

Seth  Davis,  milk  pan  -  -  -  -  - 

John  G.  Myers,  linseed  oil  -  -  -  - 

Harvey  Shaw  paid,  lot  jars  -  -  -  - 

Samuel  Detwiler  pd,  cream  pot  -  -  - 

Abraham  Myers  pd,  jar  -  -  -  -  - 

Abraham  Myers  pd,  stone  jar  -  -  -  - 

John  Nice  pd,  2  cream  pots  -  -  -  - 

Peter  Crouthammel  pd,  12  window  curtains,  6  pp 
Jacob  Fries  pd,  small  stool  -  -  -  - 

Evan  James,  looking  glass  .  .  -  - 

Harvey  Shaw  paid,  looking  glass  .  -  - 

John  Hoff  paid,  11^  lb  feathers,  6  cts  per  lb 

Seth  Davis,  5|  feather  bolsters,  7  cts  per  lb 


01 
50 
1  10 
36 
1  50 
1  30 

m 

60 

12i 

18 

02 

12i 

45 

48 


06 

03 

32 

21 

19 
08 
22 
14 
14 
12i 
16 
16 
14 
42i 
09 
04 
05 
13 
02 
72 

20 
42 
77 
69 
40 


128 


James  Wilkinson  pd,  wagon  cover . 55 

Jesse  Bissy,  corn,  76  cts  per  bu  -  -  -  -  - 

- Colliday,  1  bu  clover  seed  -  ■  -  -  -  4  25 

Seth  Davis,  1  bu  clover  seed  -  -  -  -  -  -  4  25 

Seth  Davis,  1  bu  clover  seed  -  -  ■  -  -  -  4  25 

A.  Shaw,  1  bag  -  --  --  --  -  42^ 

S.  Davis,  1  bag  -  --  --  --  -  40 

Ab.  Shaw,  1  bag  -------  -  37 

Charles  Kooglin  paid,  3  milk  pans,  15  pp  -  -  -  45 

- Widderfield  paid,  milk  pans,  15  pp  -  -  -  -  45 

W.  K.  Targe  pd,  3  milk  pans,  16  pp  -  -  -  -  48 

— “ —  Koogler  paid,  3  milk  pans,  15  -  -  -  -  45 

Jesse  Bissy,  sack  -------  -  18 

John  Billinger  paid,  churn . 100 

Daniel  Barnt,  case  drawers  -  -  -  -  -  ^-  5  00 

Evan  James,  bedstead  -  -  •  •  *  -  -110 

John  Price  pd,  sackin,  -  --  --  --  70 

Lewis  Apple,  dryed  pears,  ------  47^ 

Lewis  Gager  pd,  1  dryed  apples  -  -  -  -  -  1  10 

Lewis  Gager  pd,  1  dryed  apples  -  -  -  -  -  1  05 

Isaac  Thomas,  remainder,  92  cts  per  bu  -  -  .  -  63 

Morris  Davies  pd,  5  bushel  measure  -  -  -  -  40 

Lewis  Giges  pd,  flour  barrel  ------  08 

William  Robinson,  patent  balance  -  '  -  -  -  -  3  52^ 

C.  Coaghn  paid,  2  bags  375  cts  per  piece  -  -  -  -  75 

J.  D.  Michener,  2  bags  35  do  .  -  -  -  70 

Lewis  Maulberry  pd,  2  bags  41  cts  per  piece  -  -  -  82 

Samuel  Addes  pd,  2  bags  36  cts  per  piece  -  -  -  72 

Evan  James,  2  bags  26  cts  per  piece  -  -  -  -  52 

Aaron  Cramer  paid,  2  bags  12^  cts  per  piece  -  -  -  25 

Joseph  Scott  paid,  1  bag  -  -  -  -  -  -  12^ 

Morris  Davis,  salt  37§  cts  per  bushel  -  -  -  .  75 

Morris  Davis,  sack  6 

Morris  Davis,  pot  and  salt  ------  7 

Jones  Nase  pd,  bake  iron  - . 25 

Morris  Davis,  low  post  bedstead . 3  * 

Morris  Davis,  chaff  bed  and  bolster  -  -  -  -  -110 

Owen  Chapman  paid,  1  saw  - . 37§ 

Monroe  Point  paid,  handsaw  ------  52^ 

J.  D.  Michener,  2  butter  buckets  25  cts  per  piece  -  -  50 

Simon  Crutz  paid,  1  butter  bucket  -  -  -  -  -  27| 

- Davis,  8  jewels  4  cts  per  lb  -  -  -  ^  -  -  32 

W.  D.  Thomas  paid,  65  jewels  4  cts  per  lb  -  -  -  26 

J.  Bolinger  paid,  jewel  4  cts  per  lb  -  -  -  -  33 

J.  Bolinger  paid,  di  jewel  4  cts  per  lb  -  -  -  -  22 

J.  Bolinger  paid,  84  shoulder  6|  cts  per  lb  ...  53 
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J.  Bolinger  paid,  17|  shoulder  7  cts  per  lb 
J.  Bolinger  paid,  8^  shoulder  7  cts  per  lb 
J.  Bolinger  paid.  Hi  shoulder  7  cts  per  lb 
J.  Bolinger  paid,  12i  shoulder  6i  cts  per  lb 

- Richie,  13i  lbs  ham  10  cts  per  lb 

Lewis  Apple,  lO^  lbs  ham  10  cts  per  lb 

—  Richie,  do  10  cts  per  lb 

J,  Reed,  do  9^  cts  per  lb  - 

Dr.  C.  H.  Matthews,  13^  lbs  ham  9i  cts  per  lb 

James  Tyson,  13^  lbs  ham  9|  cts  per  lb 
James  Tyson,  13^  lbs  ham  9i  cts  per  lb 
Lewis  Apple,  19i  lbs  ham  9i  cts  per  lb 
Amos  Jones  paid,  24,  3  pieces  beef  4  cts  per  lb 
Joseph  Letherman  paid,  iron  pot  and  trammel 

- Davis,  milk  cupboard  -  -  - 

- Davis,  meal  chest  -  -  -  - 

- Davis,  10  bushel  corn  761  per  bushel 

- Davis,  10  bushels  corn  75  per  bushel 

- Davis,  10  bushels  corn  76^  cts  per  bushel 

- Davis,  10  bushels  corn  751  cts  per  bushel 

Samuel  Fell  paid,  151,  remainder,  75  cts  per  bushel 
Barnet  Mason,  paid,  5  bushels  of  wheat  1  16  cts  per  bushel 

- Davis,  remainder,  1  12^  cts  per  bushel  -  -  - 

John  Shafer,  (paid  S.  Richie,)  5  bush’s  potatoes  60  cts  per  bush  3  00 
Henry  Ricker  paid,  8  bush’s,  remainder,  50  cts  per  bushel 
Jones  Bodine  paid,  5  bushels  potatoes  75  cts  per  bushel 
James  Phillips  paid,  5  bushels  potatoes  75  cts  per  bushel 
Jesse  Forker,  bushel  potatoes,  seed,  at  56 
Henry  Myers,  sleigh 
Chalkley  Kimble  paid,  sled 
Seth  Davis,  1^  bushels  potatoes  56  cts 
Captain  Taylor,  sled 
Thomas  Green,  single  harness 
Wm.  Magill,  sheriff,  pair  blind  bridles 
Thomas  Green,  1  set  body  harness 
Condy  Shaw,  M.,  1  set  of  double  harness 
Condy  Shaw,  M.,  collar 
Condy  Shaw,  M.,  check  lines 
Jon’a  Fell  paid,  2  collars 
Condy  Shaw,  M.,  1  collar 
Monroe  Buckman,  1  collar 
Mathias  Meredith,  check  lines 
Monroe  Buckman,  M.,  set  plough  harness 
Condy  Shaw,  M.,  blind  bridles 
George  Ingles  paid,  1  blind  bridle 
John  Hoof  paid,  bridle  and  backhand 
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Jon’a  Fell  pd,  2  collars . 

Samuel  Darrah,  set  plough  gears  ... 
John  Wikle,  curry  combs  and  brush 
Wm.  Magill,  horse  blankets  -  -  .  - 

John  Large,  hay  (wagon)  bed  -  -  . 

Enos  Snyder  paid,  cart  -  -  -  -  - 

Enos  Snyder  paid,  cart  gears  -  -  -  - 

Lukens  Thomas  paid,  post-digger  -  -  - 

Lukens  Thomas  paid,  rammer,  &c. 

Cha’s  Smith  paid,  hoe  -  -  -  -  - 

John  G.  Hopple,  hoe  -  -  -  -  - 

Enos  Snyder  paid,  hoe  -  -  -  -  - 

M.  Condy  Shaw,  maul  and  wedges  -  -  - 

Seneca  Fell  pd,  saddle  -  -  -  -  - 

Samuel  GifFard  pd,  1  set  double  harness  - 
Lukens  Thomas  paid,  neck  yoke  -  -  - 

Morris  Paul  pd,  shovel  and  fork  ... 
Lukens  Thomas  paid,  2  forks  23  cts  per  piece  - 
John  Woolf  paid,  shovel  and  2  rakes 
Carlisle  Smith  paid,  2  forks  55  cts  per  piece 
Isaac  Myers  pd,  2  shovels  47^  cts  per  piece 
Jefferson  Fitzenger  pd,  dung-fork  and  dung- hook 
Lukens  Thomas  pd,  scythe-snead  and  flail 
Isaac  Buckman  paid,  corn-cutters,  &c. 

Moses  Jones,  lot  scythes  .... 
Samuel  Gifford  pd,  corn  cutters  and  sneads 
Benjamin  Lair  paid,  lot  plough  haims 
Samuel  Gifford  paid,  plough  cleviss 
Joseph  Myers  paid  in  full,  butter  stirrer 
Silas  Aaron  paid,  2  wrenches  -  -  - 

Benjamin  Gifford  pd,  paint  kegs  and  pot  - 
Jacob  Kindy,  3  cow  chains  37  cts  per  piece 
John  Scott  paid,  3  cow  chains  32i  cts  per  piece 

- Davis,  3  cow  chains  43  cts  per  piece 

- Davis,  3  cow  chains  35  cts  per  piece 

Hugh  Horner  paid,  3  cow  chains  30  cts  per  piece 
Hugh  Horner  paid,  4  cow  chains  26  cts  per  piece 
John  Bryant,  lock  chain  and  body  chain 

- Davis,  stretcher  -  •  -  -  - 

Jacob  Letherman  paid,  2  fly  straps  cts  per  piece, 

Carr  Price  paid,  lot  swingletrees 

Isaac  Keller,  swingletrees  .  -  .  - 

-  Davis,  tar  pot  .  -  -  .  . 

- Davis,  swingletrees  -  -  -  . 

John  Futz  pd,  forked  chain  and  trees 

,  Henry  Funk  pd,  3  hou.  swingletree 
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Lukens  Thomas,  2  swingletrees  -  -  -  - 

Evan  James,  broad  wheeled  wagon  -  -  -  • 

Lewis  Guiges  pd,  lot  iron  -  -  -  -  . 

John  White,  pd,  wagon  body  -  -  -  -  - 

Samuel  Crotz  pd,  market  wagon  -  -  .  - 

John  Polk  pd,  bull 

Henry  Watson  pd,  pied  heifer  .  .  -  - 

John  Reed,  red  heifer 

Layfayette  Cramer  pd,  white  cow  -  -  -  - 

Jacob  Kindy,  pied  cow 

Mathias  Meredith,  black  cow  -  -  -  -  - 

John  Beans  pd,  droophorn  heifer  .  -  .  - 

Charles  Thomas  pd,  red  Devon,  heifer  -  -  - 

John  Beans  pd,  Devon,  bull  .  -  -  -  - 

John  Beans  pd,  small  spotted  heifer  •  - 

Mathias  Meredith,  white  backed  brindle  cow 
Abraham  Landis,  brindle  cow  .  -  -  • 

Jacob  Kindy,  whitefaced  cow  .... 

Wm.  Carey  pd,  linebacked  heifer  -  -  -  - 

Joseph  French,  grey  horse  -  -  -  -  - 

Joseph  French,  grey  horse  -  -  .  -  - 

Preston  Price,  bay  mare  -  -  -  .  - 

Joseph  Sampson  pd,  grey  mare  -  .  -  . 

Frintch  paid,  halter  ------ 

Frintch  paid,  halter  ------ 

John  Root,  halter 

Joseph  Sampson,  halter  ------ 

Andrew  Swartz,  colt,  2  years  old  -  -  -  - 

John  Root,  halter  ------- 

J.  Myers,  (mason)  pd,  riding  bridle  -  -  -  - 

Joseph  Evans  paid,  horse  power  and  thrashing  machine 
Charles  Price  pd,  corn  sheller  -  -  -  -  - 

Casper  Hinkle  paid,  cutting  box,  hand  power 
John  G.  Myers,  horse  power  cutting  box  -  -  - 

Jacob  Rosenbury  pd,  winnowing  mill  -  -  - 

Jesse  White,  1  ton  hay  43  cts  per  cwt  -  -  - 

- Davis,  1  ton  hay  42  cts  per  cwt  .  -  - 

Cyrus  Betts  ^  pd,  1  ton  hay  41  cts  per  cwt 

Cyrus  Betts  pd,  1  ton  hay  41  cts  per  cwt  - 
Thomas  Blake  pd,  1  ton  hay  37^  cts  per  cwt 

- Davis,  2  tons  hay  33  cts  per  cwt  -  -  - 

- Davis  takes  all  in  mow,  1  ton  hay  31  cts  per  cwt 

- Davis,  3  tons  hay  33  cts  per  cwt  -  -  - 

Jesse  Dean  pd,  1  ton  hay  30  cts  per  cwt  - 
- Davis  takes  remainder,  1  ton  hay  29  cts  per  cwt 
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Thomas  Looke  pd,  lot  of  straw  in  mow  -  -  -  -  2  50 

Lukens  Thomas,  oats,  straw  on  high  poles  -  -  ■  6  12^ 

David  White,  straw  in  shed  -  -  -  -  -  -155 

- Davis,  bundles  corn  fodder,  ct  per  bundle 

- Davis,  oat  straw  in  barrack  -  -  -  -  -  2  25 

- Davis,  1^  tons  hay  30  cts  per  cwt  -  -  -  -  9  00 

Jesse  White,  1  ton  hay  26  cts  per  cwt  -  -  -  -  5  20 

John  Myers,  (mason,)  remainder  22  cts  - 

- Davis,  stacks  clover  hay  -  -  -  -  -  5  05 

John  Crows  pd,  fodder  1  36  per  bundle  -  -  -  1  70 

John  Crows  pd,  rick  hay  -  -  -  -  -  -  6  00 

- Wampole  pd,  straw  over  yard  -  -  -  -  3  15 

Albert  Phillips  pd,  lot  hay  ------  99 

David  White  pd,  2  pair  of  fowls  76  cts  per  pair  -  -  1  52 

David  White  pd,  2  pair  of  fowls  625  cts  per  pair  -  -  1  25 

H.  Watson  pd,  5  pair  of  fowls  57  cts  per  pair  -  -  -  2  85 

Richie  for  French  pd,  5  pair  of  fowls  65  cts  per  pair  -  3  25 

Israel  Lukens,’ remainder  62  cts  per  pair  -  -  -  - 

Robert  Walker  pd,  2  pair  fowls  71  cts  per  pair  -  -  -  1  42 

- Magill  pd,  2  pair  fowls  75  cts  per  pair  -  -  -  1  50 

Robert  Walker  pd,  2  pair  fowls  60  cts  per  pair  -  -  -  1  20 

- French  pd,  4  pair  fowls  62^  cts  per  pair  -  -  -  2  50 

Jesse  Bissy  pd,  old  sow  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  8  80 

- Davis,  2  shoats,  first  choice,  2  05  per  piece  -  -  4  10 

Robert  Johnson  pd,  2  shoats,  second  choice,  2  00  per  piece  4  00 

- Davis,  2  shoats,  third  choice,  1  62^  per  piece  -  -  3  25 

- Davis,  2  shoats,  fourth  choice,  1  10  per  piece  -  -  2  20 

Amos  Closson,  2  shoats,  fifth  choice,  90  cts  per  piece  -  1  80 

James  Phillips  pd,  1  pig,  first  choice,  big  -  -  -  -  1  45 

James  Phillips  pd,  1  pig,  second  choice  -  -  -  -  1  15 

James  Phillips  pd,  1  pig,  third  choice  -  -  -  -  75 

George  Inghart,  plough  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  7  25 

- Davis,  plough  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  6  25 

John  Groos,  harrow  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  3  00 

Jesse  Lukens,  cultivator  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  2  25 

Jonas  Umstead  pd,  wheel-barrow  -  -  -  -  -  1  30 

Jesse  Lukens,  3  cornered  harrow  -  -  -  -  -  1  80 

William  Large,  horse  rake  -  -  -  -  -  -  2  05 

- Davis,  feed  trough  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  2  05 

John  White  pd,  feed  trough  ------  35 

Abraham  Landis,  chest,  (market)  -----  50 

- Davis,  keg  of  salt  ------  -  06 

James  Shaw  pd,  carriage  -  -  -  -  -  -16  00 

Samuel  Smith,  carriage  tongue  -  -  •  -  -  4  00 

John  White,  grindstone  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  4  00 
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John  White  pd,  hemlock  lumber . 

James  M’Ginness  paid,  rails  per  hundred,  5  50,  38  delivered 
and  paid  for  -------- 

Jacob  Kindy,  scythe  and  cradle  -  -  -  - 

Jones  Fritz  pd,  scythe  and  cradle  -  -  -  -  - 

Abraham  Landis,  posts,  8  cts  per  piece  -  -  - 

Alexander  Shaw,  25  posts,  6|  per  piece  -  -  -  - 

Alexander  Shaw,  takes  all,  25  posts,  6^  per  piece 

—  Davis,  Hutchinson  wheat,  $6  87  per  acre  -  » 

- Davis,  red  chaffed,  $7  per  acre  -  -  -  - 

-  Davis,  rye,  $4  22|  per  acre  -  -  -  -  - 

- Davis,  Hutchinson  wheat,  $4  05  per  acre 

Aaron  Worthington,  red  chaffed  wheat,  $4  10  per  acre 

- Davis,  rye,  $3  10  per  acre  -  -  -  -  - 

John  White  pd,  sofa  ------- 

■  '  Davis,  stove  -------- 

- Davis,  K.  stove . 

Hinchman,  table  -  --  --  --  - 

John  White  pd,  small  stove . 

Stephen  Brock,  J.  White,  drum  -  -  -  -  - 

- Davis,  leather  curtains  - . 

N.  Preston,  4  paper  curtains,  ------ 

Jesse  Forker,  2  chairs,  26 
- —  Landis,  2  chairs,  12^- 

- Richie,  washing  machine  -  -  -  -  . 

Jesse  Forker,  1  bucket  ------- 

- Davis,  1  bucket  ------- 

- Davis,  hogshead  ------- 

— —  Davis,  barrel  in  cellar  ------ 

- Forker,  swill  tub  ------- 

Albert  Phillips  pd,  32  lb.  feather  bed  at  II5  -  -  - 

Isaac  Rickert  pd,  32  rag  carpet,  12^ 

Seth  Davis,  4  bags,  42^ . 
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Sheriff  Mann  has  collected  $16  04. 
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Monday,  Mgrch  19th,  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

CoKAM  Burnside,  J. 

Mr.  Gibbons  applies  for  discharge  of  Dr.  Evans,  A.  W.  Hinchman, 
P.  Garrett,  Dr.  Worthington,  B.  H.  Warder,  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr. 

Mr.  Reed  objects  to  the  discharge. 

Brotherton  vs,  Livingston, — 3,  Watts  &  Ser.,  334. 

That  wo  have  the  liberty  now  to  prove  that  Dr.  Evans  is  the  visiting 
physician  of  the  Asylum. 

Bremen  vs,  Bremen, — 3  Bar.,  81. 

Subsequent  participation  makes  them  parties — and  no  need  of  flagrant 
act  of  participation. 

Greenleaf  on  Evidence, — 1,  §  358. 

The  principles  of  discharge  of  one  or  more  defendants. 

Stevens’  Nisi  Prius, — Sharswood’s  Edition,  *1738. 

Mr.  Gibbons.^ — The  discharge  moved  on  the  ground,  that  they  have 
been  included  in  the  indictment  wantonly  and  arbitrarily,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  excluding  their  testimony. 

Not  a  particle  of  evidence  against  Dr.  Charles  Evans. 

Wakely  vs.  Hart, — 6  Binney. 

Brown  vs,  Howard, — 14  Johnson,  122. 

Vandusen  vs,  Vansleck, — 15  Johnson,  223. 

Bates  vs,  Conkely, — Wendell,  10,  389. 

The  court  refuse  to  grant  the  discharge  of  Dr.  Griscom  and  Philip 
Garrett. 

Mr.  Perkins. — 4  Wendell,  260.  A  new  party  coming  in,  the  law 
regards  as  a  fellow  conspirator. 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Williams. — 4  Washington,  79. — 25  English  Common 
Law  Report,  465. 

Childs  vs,  Chamberlain. — 25  English  Common  Law  Report,  363. 

The  court  refuse  to  grant  the  discharge  of  Dr.  Worthington,  Mr. 
Wistar  or  Mr.  Warder. 
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The  court  charges  the  jury  that  there  is  no  evidence  against  Dr* 
Charles  Evans,  and  also  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  and  to  bring  in  a  verdict 
of  “  not  guilty,”  against  them. 

Mr.  Reed  offers  to  prove  that  Dr.  Charles  Evans  is  the  visiting  phy¬ 
sician  to  the  Asylum. 

The  court  refuses  the  application,  and  Mr.  Reed  requests  an  excep¬ 
tion,  noted. 

“  Mr.  Reed  offers  to  prove  th^  Dr.  Evans  is  the  visiting  physician 
of  the  Asylum,  and  was  so  at  the  time  Morgan  Hinchman  was  placed 
there:  and  continued  so  during  the  whole  time  Morgan  Hinchman  was 
kept  there ;  without  whose  consent  he  could  not  be  discharged.  That 
Anna  W.  Hinchman  was  examined  as  a  witness  before  the  commis¬ 
sioner,  against  the  application  to  quash  the  inquisition  of  lunacy. 

The  court  refused  the  evidence,  as  the  plaintiff’s  evidence  closed  on 
last  Saturday — and  plaintiff’s  counsel  excepts,  and  this  bill  sealed.” 

The  jury  obey  the  instructions  of  the  court  as  to  Dr.  Evans,  and 
render  a  verdict  in  his  favor — but  refuse  to  discharge  Miss  Anna  W. 
Hinchman. 

The  remaining  defendants  to  sustain  the  issue  on  their  behalf,  called 

Charles  E.  Du  Boisy  sworn, 

I  received  a  letter  from  Eli  K.  Price,  inclosing  a  petition  for  lunacy, 
from  Mrs.  Eliza  Hinchman,  dated  9th  January,  1847.  This  received 
before  the  session  of  the  court.  Term  in  February.  Can’t  tell  the  day 
I  received  the  above  letter — (paper  handed  to  witness.)  This  the  paper 
that  was  inclosed.  It  is  the  original  petition.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Price 
that  court  was  not  in  session,  but  would  present  it  to  court  in  February. 
I  presented  it  to  the  court,  February  Term.  First  Monday,  I  think,  it 
commences.  And  court  appointed  J.  D.  Michener  commissioner.  Court 
in  session  then  ;  made  openly.  Endorsement  on  back  of  this  petition, 
in  handwriting  of  Judge  Smith. 

(Another  paper  handed  to  witness  and  others.)  These  papers,  handed 
to  me  by  John  D.  Michener,  at  April  Term — perhaps  first  day  of  the 
term  :  Petition,  Inquisition,  and  Venire  to  Sheriff.  Court  term  on 
Monday,  26th  April.  My  impression  is  they  were  handed  to  me  on 
first  day  of  term.  At  that  time,  they  were  not  attached  by  a  wafer  or 
string,  as  was  usual ;  I  told  him  he  ought  to  have  attached  them.  I 
folded  them  up  and  took  them  in  the  court ;  presented  petition,  and  ap¬ 
pointment  confirmed,  and  confirmation  endorsed  on  back  of  the  writ, 
by  the  Prothonotary  ;  by  Mr.  Hibbs,  the  Prothonotary.  (Writ.)  When 
I  presented  the  return  to  the  court,  I  asked  the  court  in  what  amount 
security  should  be  given.  The  court  inquired  the  amount  of  property 
returned,  and  my  impression  is,  that  I  told  them  there  was  about  85,000, 


136 


after  deducting  the  amount  of  liens ;  and  court  then  directed  the  secu¬ 
rity  to  be  given  in  double  that  amount.  I  then  wrote  to  Mr.  Mifflin  or 
Price,  stating  the  order  of  the  court.  I  directed  him,  the  committee,  to 
bring  with  him  two  responsible  persons  to  enter  in  the  bond.  Mr.  Mif¬ 
flin  came  up  with  his  securities  during  the  sitting  of  the  April  court,  and 
I  drew  up  the  bond  myself;  he,  Mr.  Mifflin,  objected  to  amount  of  se¬ 
curity  required ;  he  said  he  did’nt  want  to  ask  his  securities  to  go  bail 
for  him  in  so  large  an  amount ;  and  gave  as  a  reason,  he  stated,  as  the 
property  consisted  of  real  estate,  he  would  be  required  by  the  court  to 
give  additional  security,  in  case  that  property  should  be  sold;  and  I 
went  into  court  and  stated  this  fact  to  the  court;  (Judge  Krause  and 
associate  judges,)  referred  him,  (Judge  Krause,)  to  the  petition,  &c. ; 
and  asked  the  court  if  the  amount  of  security  could  be  reduced  ;  and 
after  some  conversation,  court  ordered  it  to  be  reduced  to  $4,000 ;  I 
think  1  asked  for  $2,000  or  $3,000. 

The  figures  $4,000,  in  handwriting  of  Mr.  Hibbs ;  handed  paper  to 
Mr.  Hibbs,  and  directed  him  to  make  the  alterations ;  and  security 
entered  in  that  sum ;  and  no  alteration  upon  the  face  of  the  bond.  The 
securities  made  affirmation  that  they  were  worth,  &c.  Date  of  the 
affirmation,  30th  April ;  bond  dated  the  same  day.  I  left  the  amount 
of  security  in  the  bond  blank,  until  I  made  application  to  Court  for  to 
fix  the  amount  of  security.  Know  nothing  about  appearance  docket. 
Always  practice  of  Court  to  enter,  confirmed  nisi,  when  they  are  re¬ 
turned.  The  inquisitions  always  so  marked,'  when  they  are  returned. 
Always  endorsed  in  Orphan’s  Court  and  Common  Pleas ;  always  a 
matter  of  course.  Exception  can  be  entered  within  four  days  of  that 
time.  This  inquisition  confirmed  on  that  day.  Sometime  after  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  said  to  be  in  Asylum,  execution  issued  against  him  by 
J.  G,  Michener  at  suit  of  Jacob  Heston.  Samuel  and  Edward  Richie 
called  upon  me  in  relation  to  that  matter,  after  execution  issued.  From 
what  they  said,  I  called  on  Mr.  J.  G.  M.,  the  attorney,  and  I  requested 
him  to  stay  the  execution  ;  he  refused  to  do  so.  I  told  Mr.  J.  G.  M. 
that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  in  Asylum  ;  that  a  Commissioner  was  to 
be  appointed  at  next  Court  to  sell  his  property,  and  requested  him  to 
stay  the  execution  until  then  ;  that  his  judgment  was  the  first  lien,  and 
of  course  would  be  paid  ;  and  not  to  distress  the  family  by  selling  it. 
He  refused  to  stay  it,  and  I  advised  Mr.  Richie.  (Advice  objected  to.) 
It  was  assigned  to  Mr.  Richie,  in  consequence  of  my  advice  so  to  do. 

I  advised  Mr.  Richie  to  go  and  see  Mr.  Heston,  and  purchase  the 
judgment. 

Question, — What  was  the  object  in  placing  the  judgment  under 
Richie’s  control. 

Mr.  Reed  objects  to  the  question.  Question  overruled,  and  the  de¬ 
fendants  except. 
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Question. — What  was  the  effect  of  placing  this  judgment  under  the 
control  of  Richie. 

Objected  to  by  plaintiff,  and  overruled,  and  exception  noted. 

The  bond  was  returned  to  me  by  Mr.  Richie,  with  the  assignment 
upon  it  by  J.  Heston,  and  I  marked  it  to  his  use.  Upon  consultation 
with  them,  I  advised  them  finally,’  that  the  better  course  was  to  go  on 
with  the  execution,  and  have  the  property  sold. 

(The  reasons  not  allowed  to  be  stated.) 

I  directed  the  Sheriff  to  proceed  with  the  execution  and  sell  the 
property,  and  to  give  credit  on  the  sale  upon  consent  of  the  plaintiffs. 
The  Sheriff  always  sells  for  cash.  This  done  on  an  arrangement  with 
the  plaintiffs.  They  agreed  on  credit,  so  as  the  property  would  bring 
more  than  upon  a  cash  sale.  I  told  them  there  could  be  no  sale  effected 
until  a  commissioner  could  be  appointed,  and  that  would  not  take  place 
till  April  Term,  till  the  inquisition  returned.  First  April  usual  time 
of  renting  farms ;  of  going  into  possession  under  lease ;  time  of  re¬ 
moval.  I  don’t  know  who  drew  the  lease  for  the  farm. 

Cross-examined — Question. — Look  at  docket  and  see  if  Inquisition 
is  not  confirmed  on  27th  of  February? 

It  is  so  entered  here,  but  is  evidently  a  mistake.  A  fair  inference 
on  my  part  from  general  practice  rather  than  from  my  own  knowledge. 
I  know  the  inquisition  was  confirmed  the  same  term  as  bond  given, 
and  I  know  bond  was  given  on  the  30th  April ;  evidently  a  mistake  in 
the  docket,  that  it  is  marked  “February  27th.”  Could’nt  be  con¬ 
firmed  then,  for  there  was  no  Court  in  session ;  appears  to  be  crowded 
here  in  the  docket.  Indorsement  on  inquisition  made  since,  I  believe. 
Not  present  when  it  was  done.  Indorsement  on  the  writ,  I  believe, 
made,  when  I  sent  it  in.  Confirmation  of  papers  always  endorsed  by 
the  Prothonotary.  I  don’t  know  whether  the  letter  came  through  the 
Post  Office.  From  the  tenor  of  the  letter,  I  should  judge  it  did  not 
come  through  private  hands. 

Letter  of  E.  K.  Price  to  Mr.  Du  Bois,  offered  in  evidence. — Prout 
same. 

Fhiladelphia^  January  9,  1847. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  prepared  this  at  the  request  of  the  family  of 
Morgan  Hinchman,  who  direct  me  to  send  it  to  you.  They  will  some 
of  them  no  doubt  see  you. 

•  I  am  truly,  &c. 

ELI  K.  PRICE. 

To  C.  E.  Du  Bois,  Esquire. 

I  think  neither  of  the  Richies  brought  me  that  letter.  I  think  that 
the  Richies  came  up  in  February  Term.  I  don’t  remember  I  received 
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any  fee,  till  I  was  paid  by  Lloyd  Mifflin,  after  he  was  appointed — paid 
820.  May  have  received  a  fee  in  the  first  instance,  but  I  think  not. 

I  took  no  part  in  the  argument  to  set  aside  the  inquisition.  I  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  cause,  same  side  with  Mr.  Gibbons.  I  practise  Law  in 
Bucks  County.  February  Term  begins,  I  think,  first  Monday.  April 
Term,  fourth  Monday. 

The  name  of  Lloyd  Mifflin  was  suggested  by  Mr.  E.  K.  Price.  Mr. 
Mifflin  resides  in  Germantown,  I  understand.  The  Prothonotary  di¬ 
rected  to  make  the  change  from  810,000  to  84,000.  I  am  sure  the 
“  4”  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Hibbs.  In  Heston  vs.  Hinchman,  1 
received  a  fee  from  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.  Subsequently  I  attended  to 
taking  the  depositions  in  lunacy  case,  for  which  Mr.  Wistar  paid  me. 
I  believe  these  are  all  the  fees.  Charles  Shoemaker  was  present  when 
Mr.  Wistar  paid  me  the  fee.  (Paper  shown  to  witness.)  This  is  my 
handwriting. 

(Letter  from  Du  Bois  to  E.  K.  Price,  read  by  Mr.  Du  Bois.) — Prout 
same. 

DOYLESTOWN. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  presented  the  inquisition  in  the  case  of  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  to  the  Court,  and  had  it  confirmed  nisi.  The  Court  appointed  L. 
Mifflin,  the  person  named,  but  he  is  directed  to  give  security  in  the  sum 
of  810,000,  to  be  approved  of  by  one  of  the  Judges  of  our  Court. 
You  had  better  prepare  a  bond  to  be  executed  by  the  Committee  and 
his  sureties,  and  let  them  qualify  on  the  bond,  that  they  are  worth 
810,000,  after  payment  of  all  debts  and  responsibilities,  and  send  it  to 
me,  and  I  will  have  it  approved. 

Yours  respectfully, 

C.  E.  DUBOIS. 

Our  Court  will  be  in  Session  next  week. 

ENDORSED  OR  DIRECTED 

ELI  K.  PRICE,  Esq., 

Counsellor  at  Law, 

Philadelphia. 

And  marked  by  Edward  J.  Fox,  with  his  initials  E.  J.  F, 

Post  marked,  Doylestown,  April  29,  Pa. 

*  / 

After  Lloyd  Mifflin  was  appointed  committee,  I  was  his  Counsel. 
He  filed  an  account  which  I  presented  to  the  Court.  (Account  handed 
to  Mr.  Du  Bois.)  I  was  employed  to  assist  in  taking  depositions  in  the 
case.  I  was  employed  to  resist  the  setting  aside  the  inquisition,  and 
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also  in  Doylestown.  I  was  paid  for  it  by  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.  I 
suggested  Mr.  Michener  to  Court,  and  Samuel  Richie,  to  me. 

Chirf. — I  gave  Mr.  Wistar  a  receipt,  I  think.  Don’t  recollect  in 
whose  name  receipt  was  taken.  1  presume  the  Court  was  in  session 
at  the  time  I  wrote  the  letter  to  Mr.  Price.  The  receipt  was  signed 
“  Nelson  Large this  is  his  handwriting.  I  have  seen  him  write  fre¬ 
quently.  Dated  2  mo.  19,  1847. 

(Charles  M.  Price’s  receipt — 2  mo.  22,  1847.) 

This  is  his  handwriting,  I  believe. 

(James  Gilkyson — January  15,  1847.) 

This  is  his  handwriting, 

(Samuel  Green — January  15,  1847.) 

This  is  his  handwriting. 

(Conrad  Sheerer  &  Son — January  15,  1847.) 

This  is  his  handwriting. 

Defendant's  Counsel, — The  receipts  we  have  proved  are  now  offered 
in  evidence. 

Objected  to  by  plaintiff’s  counsel,  because  in  the  body  of  them,  there 
are  assertions  which  they  believe  to  be  false. 

James  G.  Hibbs,  sworn. 

Was  Prothonotary.  (Papers  shown  to  Mr.  Hibbs ;  the  original 
papers.)  I  have  seen  them  before.  The  indorsement  upon  the  Com¬ 
mission  in  my  handwriting.  The  indorsement  made  the  27th  April, 
1S47.  The  figures  84,000  in  my  handwriting.  I  don’t  recollect  of 
there  being  any  other  figures  there.  There  seems  to  have  been  an 
erasure.  Mr.  Du  Bois  came  into  court  and  asked  the  court  to  reduce 
the  securities,  stating  there  would  no  moveables  come  into  his  hands,  and 
court  permitted  it.  The  figure  4  made  by  direction  of  the  court.  The  en¬ 
dorsement  on  Inquisition;  “April  27, 1847,  confirmed  nisi,”  in  my  hand¬ 
writing;  April  27,  1847,  in  my  handwriting.  The  endorsement  on 
Venire,  in  my  handwriting.  (The  Docket  Entry  shown  to  Mr.  Hibbs.) 
(February  27,  1847,  confirmed  nisi,  interlineation  ;)  in  my  handwrit¬ 
ing.  I  have  no  recollection  as  to  time  of  making  it.  I  suppose  I  have 
taken  the  inquisition.  February,  I  suppose,  a  mistake  of  mine.  No 
one  ever  requested  me  to  make  it.  Know  none  of  the  defendants.  In¬ 
terlineation,  November  1,  1847;  deposition  of  Griffith  filed;  put  there 
by  me  at  Morgan  Hinchman’s  request ;  all  others  at  Morgan  Hinch- 
man’s  suggestion.  Morgan  Hinchman  had  access  to  that  docket ;  he 
was  often  at  my  office.  I’ve  seen  Thomas  Wistar  at  my  office;  and 
there  twice ;  Mr.  Du  Bois  came  with  him  both  times.  (Bond  handed 
to  witness.)  Signed  by  Mr.  Wistar,  one  of  sureties  approved  by  the 
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court.  I  made  Morgan  Hinchman  a  certificate  of  the  record ;  and  he 
wished  me  to  certify  the  record  without  the  depositions  was  the  whole 
record,  and  I  refused  ;  he  sent  me  the  form  of  the  certificate  he  wished 
me  to  follow.  Mr.  Lear,  his  counsel;  he  has  frequently  copied  por¬ 
tions  of  the  record  there  at  the  office.  A  certain  letter  attached  to  de¬ 
position — -which  at  one  time  he  wanted  to  take  away ;  I  think  it  was  a 
private  letter ;  he  often  talked  about  the  letter.  Never  saw  any  one  of 
the  defendants  at  my  office  except  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.  I  think  Tho¬ 
mas  Wistar  was  at  my  office  when  this  bond  was  approved  before  me. 

Cross-examined. — That  is  my  certificate. 

(In  the  certified  copy.  Inquisition  certified  to  be  endorsed  Confirmed 
Nisi,  February  27, 1847.)  This  is  my  handwriting.  I  suppose  I  took 
this  from  the  record  in  the  book. 

Chief. — There  never  was  such  an  endorsement  on  inquisition. 

Cross-examined. — Went  out  office  1st  December,  1848.  Don’t  re¬ 
collect  when  I  made  the  endorsement,  April  27,  1847,  confirmed  nisi, 
I  think  I  put  the  endorsement  on  the  inquisition  27th  April,  1847 ;  was 
put  there  last  fall  or  summer;  after  all  the  proceedings  set  aside.  I 
have  threatened  to  flog  the  witness  (Edward  Fox,)  who  stated  these 
facts. 

Chief. — The  inquisition  was  loose  from  the  writ,  and  I  put  the  endorse¬ 
ment  on  to  make  it  correspond  with  the  commission.  Not  one  entry 
of  any  kind  made  or  suggested  by  the  defendants,  or  their  counsel. 

I  put  the  interlineation  and  endorsement  on  because  I  believed  them 
right. 

Cross-examined. — The  alterations  at  the  request  of  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  were  right. 

Chief. — One  alteration  made  without  suggestion,  and  other  with — 
but  both  right. — The  papers  sometimes  taken  out  of  the  office,  and  I 
thought  I  had  better  have  the  endorsement  on  both  papers,  so  as  to 
prevent  their  getting  lost.  The  entry  on  the  inquisition  taken  from 
the  entry  on  the  commission.  Both  entries  are  correct.  Entry  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  a  mistake  made  by  myself. 

John  D.  Michener^  affirmed. 

Live  in  Buckingham,  Bucks  County.  I  was  at  Margaretta  Hinch- 
man’s  when  Sheriff  came  to  make  levy  on  Morgan  Hinchman’s  goods. 
I  went  there  at  her  request,  to  see  how  she  was  coming  on.  Nobody 
there  then ;  Sheriff  came  soon  after.  The  Sheriff  said  he  came  to  make 
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a  levy ;  he  said  to  me,  he  was  glad  he  found  me  there,  so  I  might  go 
security  for  the  forthcoming  of  the  goods — suggested  by  him. — I  did 
not  want  to  go  his  security.  Pie  proceeded  to  barn  to  look  amongst 
the  stock  ;  and  he  made  his  levy.  I  went  his,  (Sheriff’s)  security  ;  he 
said  some  one  must  go  security  for  forthcoming  of  goods.  No  idea  of 
such  a  thing  when  I  came  there — he  said  some  one  must.  Goods  all 
left  on  the  ground ;  don’t  know  at  whose  risk  and  responsibility ;  I  at¬ 
tended  the  sale.  The  Sheriff  read  the  conditions  of  the  sale.  Sale 
conducted  in  usual  form  of  Sheriff’s  sale.  There  was  credit  in  this 
instance.  The  most  of  the  credits  paid  in  that  day ;  I  collected  some 
of  them  by  the  Sheriff’s  orders.  No  difficulty  in  collecting  them. 
Got  my  authority  before  I  went.  (The  vendue  list  produced.)  That 
my  authority — this  same  vendue  list,  8th  March.  There  the  next  day* 
There  was  no  articles  sold  hardly  then — a  few  trifling  ones. — Goods 
taken  away  in  the  course  of  a  week ;  good  many  of  them  the  next 
morning.  Not  $5 ;  I  guess  not  83  amount  sold  the  next  day.  At 
Margaretta’s  request  at  the  farm  before  the  sale ;  and  did  every  thing 
at  her  suggestion.  Paid  some  few  small  bills;  one  to  Abraham  Wis- 
mer.  I  was  appointed  a  Commissioner ;  ’tis  so  said  I  acted.  I  think 
Samuel  Richie  told  me  so.  Heard  nothing  of  it  before  my  appoint¬ 
ment.  Did  not  at  first  consent  to  serve — did  afterwards.  I  objected 
at  first,  because  I  did  not  want  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  Charles 
E.  Du  Bois  got  the  commission  ;  sent  it  to  Eli  K.  Price — E.  Hinchman 
referred  me  to  him.  He  went  to  Sheriff — he  selected  jury,  and  we  went 
to  Asylum.  Under  Eli  K.  Price’s  direction  I  acted.  Some  witnesses 
at  Asylum.  I  think  Morgan  was  called  in  first.  The  witnesses  were 
examined  after  he  talked  a  spell,  and  went  out  of  the  room.  Eli  K, 
Price  took  it  up  then,  and  did  the  rest — he  read  the  inquisition.  No 
body  else  but  myself  and  Sheriff  when  jury  was  conferring.  After  ver¬ 
dict  was  made  up,  Eli  K.  Price  came  in  and  drew  up  the  report;  the 
Sheriff  did  part  of  it.  (Inquisition  handed.)  That  my  inquisition.  After 
it  was  signed  I  took  it  to  Doylestown  and  gave  it  to  Charles  Du  Bois ; 
pretty  soon  after  I  got  back.  Don’t  know  when  I  carried  it  back,  if 
I  did  not  leave  it.  Not  present  when  it  was  confirmed.  Know  nothing 
more  about  the  inquisition.  No  jury  suggested  to  me  when  I  came 
down — I  suggested  no  one  as  a  juror.  William  Biddle  went  with  me 
to  Eli  K.  Price’s,  I  think.  I  stopped  at  E.  Hinchman’s ;  Margaretta 
desired  me  to  stay  there.  Got  to  town  in  forenoon  ;  went  down  to  Mr* 
Price’s  next  morning ;  did’nt  know  where  the  office  was.  E.  Hinch¬ 
man  went  with  me  to  William  Biddle’s,  and  he  went  with  me  to  Eli  K. 
Price’s.  I  met  Mr.  Biddle  at  his  store,  I  believe — E.  Hinchman  intro¬ 
duced  me  to  him.  She  did’nt  go  any  farther  than  William  Biddle’s — 
he  left  me  at  Eli  K.  Price’s.  Mr.  Biddle  said  nothing  about  the  jury 
to  me.  Mr.  Eli  K.  Price  said  nothing  to  me  about  jury.  I  knew  of 
the  paper  with  my  signature.  That  paper  was  forced  from  me  with 
threats  of  a  prosecution ;  it  was  for  meeting  purposes.  I  have  a  copy. 
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Both  of  them  in  Morgan  Hinchman’s  handwriting ;  written  in  Buck 
meeting  house.  I  knew  not  of  any  such  conspiracy  ;  and  did’nt  know 
it  was  in  it  when  I  signed  it.  “  I  do  not  know,”  instead  of  “  I  do 
know,”  in  last  line  of  paper,— and  other  words  there  that  ought  not  to 
have  been  there.  I  did  not  read  it ;  he  represented  to  the  meeting  that 
it  was  a  release  from  me — and  several  of  the  overseers  read  it ;  and  I 
was  so  troubled  that  I  signed  it  without  reading.  Endorsement  in 
handwriting  of  Morgan  Hinchman.  (Endorsement  read  by  Mr.  Williams, 
prout.)  Another  paper  handed  to  witness ;  original  paper  filed  7th  No¬ 
vember,  1848.)  This  is  the  second  one  he  obtained,  more  fraudulent 
than  first ;  he  came  to  our  house  and  said  first  was  worn  out,  and 
wished  to  have  a  new  copy  verbatim.  I  told  him  I’d  signed  too  many 
papers  already  ;  I  would’nt  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  he  still  insisted 
hard  on  it ;  the  two  witnesses  said  there  would  be  no  harm  in  signing 
another — it  would  be  just  the  same  as  first, — I  still  objected  to  it ;  he 
and  Samuel  Beans  insisted  very  hard,  and  T  gave  way,  by  his  promises 
that  it  would  be  word  for  word.  Morgan  then  proceeded  to  copy  off 
the  old  one.  When  he  had  it  copied  he  read  the  new  one,  and  my  son 
looked  over  the  old  one, — he  read  it  very  fast — so  we  had  to  stop  him 
two  or  three  times ;  he  read  it  so  it  corresponded  with  old  one,  as  we 
thought.  The  witnesses  both  expressed  themselves  that  they  did’nt  see 
any  difference — it  was  read  twice;  and  my  son  requested  Morgan 
Hinchman  to  let  him  see  the  new  one  ;  he  said  it  was  no  difference,  they 
were  just  alike — he  said  he  was  in  a  hurry.  No  other  reason  for  this 
last  one,  than  that  old  one  was  worn  out.  I  did  not  know  I  was  sign¬ 
ing  a  paper  addressed  to  judges  of  Bucks  County.  This  was,  I  think, 
day  of  President’s  election ;  he  was  in  a  great  hurry  to  get  down  to 
vote.  I  did’nt  know  I  was  signing  a  paper  on  back  of  writ,  in  Com¬ 
monwealth  vs.  Hinchman.  Did’nt  intend  signing  any  such  paper ;  he 
said  it  was  the  same  as  before,  and  I  consequently  signed  it.  I  did  not 
authorize  any  body  to  file  the  paper  in  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Bucks 
County ;  and  did’nt  know  of  it  ’till  I  saw  it  in  public  papers.  Differ¬ 
ence  is  this,  that  one  is  headed  to  “  Court  and  Judges  within  named,” 
and  the  conclusion  of  said  paper,  and  other  differences.  (Mr.  Williams 
reads  the  above  paper,  the  one  last  signed  by  John  D.  Michener,)  prout. 
See  ante,  pages  74  and  75. 

The  original  paper  signed  for  meeting  purposes ;  the  new  one  repre¬ 
sented  to  be  a  copy  of  old  one,  and  for  similar  circumstances. 

Morgan  Hinchman  came  to  my  house  when  I  had  the  measles,  three 
years  ago  last  winter ;  he  came  up  stairs  to  my  room ;  inquired  how 
I  was  ;  opened  the  bed  clothes  and  said  I  was  too  warm  for  one  in  my 
situation  ;  shut  up  the  stove  door,  opened  two  or  three  doors,  and  raised 
two  or  three  windows  ;  this  in  forenoon  in  winter  time.  I  did  not  ask 
him  up  stairs.  He  started  down  stairs,  and  Dr.  Charles  H.  Matthew 
came  up,  and  met  him  on  the  stairs.  He  came  up  and  looked  around  ; 
covered  me  up,  shut  up  the  stove  door  and  windows  and  doors.  Mor- 
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gan’s  manner,  I  don’t  know  that  I  can  tell.  I  thought  he  did  it  out  of 
friendship  towards  me ;  not  usual  manner  for  people  to  do  in  sickness. 
My  oldest  daughter  was  present.  Don’t  recollect  if  my  son  was  there. 
She  was  eighteen  then ;  had  been  pretty  sick  ;  still  sick  then ;  pretty 
bad. 

Cross-examined. — I  live  little  over  one  mile  from  Morgan  Hinchman. 
Twenty-three  years  I  had  lived  there.  I  had  been  intimate  with 
Morgan  Hinchman,  ever  since  he  came  up.  I  was  called  upon,  first  of 
7th  month,  1848,  in  reference  to  the  paper  which  I  signed;  had  been 
requested  to  meet  him  before  paper  was  drawn  ;  but  nothing  said  about 
any  paper.  Did’nt  know  what  I  was  to  meet  him  for ;  at  the  meeting 
house,  I  was  to  meet  him.  I  asked  what  it  was  for ;  he  did’nt  tell  me, 
and  I  did’nt  know.  I  had  been  spoken  to  by  uncle  Joshua,  about  meet¬ 
ing  there ;  asked  him  divers  times  what  it  was  for,  and  he  refused  to 
tell  me.  The  overseers  persuaded  me  to  go.  Morgan  never  told  me 
what  it  was  for.  They  stated  they  wanted  me  to  meet  Morgan ;  but 
not  what  for.  I  did’nt  know  what  it  was  for ;  T  supposed  it  was  about 
this  affair ;  month  and  more  after  their  request  before  I  went  to  the 
meeting.  Full  opportunity  of  reflection  ;  more  than  six  months  after, 
I  suppose.  I  should  think  in  warm  weather,  1847,  that  I  saw  Morgan. 
I  found  Morgan  Hinchman  at  meeting,  and  six  of  the  overseers,  when 
I  came;  he  stated  something  about  his  affairs,  etc.  The  paper  was 
drawn  about  dark  ;  it  was  read  over  to  me.  The  copy  I  read  the  next 
morning ;  never  called  upon  Morgan  in  regard  to  it ;  showed  it  to  the 
overseers,  in  the  fall  of  the  year ;  had  it  some  months  before  I  showed 
it  to  any  one  but  my  whole  family.  I  thought  I  had  better  let  it  die 
away.  He  did’nt  leave  me  a  copy  of  the  second  paper;  he  just  came 
to  copy  the  old  paper  ;  he  made  the  copy  from  the  old  paper ;  he  said 
it  was  worn  out ;  and  I  saw  then.  Samuel  Beans  and  Samuel  Wilson 
present  then.  I  told  them  I  did’nt  like  to  sign  it.  Morgan  Hinchman 
did’nt  state  he  intended  to  use  it.  I  objected  to  no  part  of  it.  My  son 
held  one,  and  Morgan  Hinchman  the  new  one.  I  made  no  complaint 
to  meeting  of  having  signed  the  second.  Never  recanted  it  to  the 
meeting ;  mentioned  it  to  the  overseers ;  recanted  it  to  Samuel  Wilson 
within  a  month  after,  I  think.  Samuel  Richie  came  to  my  house,  and 
told  me  Margaretta  wanted  me  to  come  there  and  take  charge  of  Mor- 
gan  Hinchman’s  property.  This  is  the  first  time  I  ever  went  there  for 
such  a  purpose ;  merely  by  chance  that  Sheriff  asked  me  to  go  secu¬ 
rity.  About  one  month  after  Samuel  Richie  came  to  me  and  took  charge 
of  the  stock,  this  was.  I  had  the  management  of  said  stock.  I  never 
sold  any  sheep,  only  by  Margaretta’s  direction.  I  was  there  the  day 
of  sale,  and  next  day.  I  handed  up  some  and  recommended  ;  removed 
some  of  the  goods ;  saw  more  removed  that  were  not  sold.  Mor¬ 
gan  lent  me  a  chair  when  I  was  sick  in  1846.  All  the  furniture  left 
after  the  sale,  went  to  Germantown.  This  my  Jast  agency,  except  to 
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collect  balance  of  vendue.  I  got  authority  from  the  Sheriff,  8th  March, 
1847. 

A  misrepresentation  in  Dr.  Worthington,  examined  before  inquest, 
Dr.  Griscom,  Samuel  and  Edward  Richie.  Morgan  Hinchman  said, 
before  inquest,  that  he  would  like  to  have  had  notice  of  it  sooner. 

(Witness  negatives  assertions  read  to  him  by  Mr.  Brown,  from  his 
own  statement.) 

0  _ 

He  said  he  understood  it  to  be  for  meeting  purposes.  The  paper 

don’t  state  that  I  did  not  think  him  insane.  I  never  gave  notice  to  any 
of  his  relations,  no  more  than  those  concerned  in  it.  1  informed  Edward 
and  Samuel  Richie,  the  day  after  I  came  down  ;  some  of  his  own  work, 
that  I  was  sorry,  &c. — (as  per  statement.)  The  part  that  refers  to 
my  ignorance,  is  true  enough.  Somewhere  about  noon  I  came  down  ; 
day  before  inquest  was  held  ;  but  the  first  knowledge  I  had  had  of 
Morgan  Hinchman’s  being  in  the  Asylum  ;  I  heard  of  his  arrest  the 
next  first-day  after  he  was  in,  at  our  meeting;  that  afternoon  spoken 
to  by  Mr.  Samuel  Richie,  who  told  me  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  situa¬ 
tion,  and  wished  me  to  come  up  to  Margaretta’s,  and  see  to  affairs  up 
there.  Did’nt  know  till  I  was  appointed,  that  I  had  been  appointed 
the  Commissioner.  Samuel  Richie  told  me  after  I  was  appointed.  No 
authority  for  such  appointment  had  I  given.  Don’t  recollect  Samuel 
Richie  gave  me  an  account  of  his  arrest.  At  Margaretta’s,  somebody 
told  me,  I  think  ;  either  Samuel  Richie  or  Charles  Shoemaker.  There 
I  got  all  my  information.  I  think  I  got  it  from  Samuel  and  Charles 
before.  Samuel  told  me  something  about  his  taking  him  to  the  Asy¬ 
lum.  1  asked  how  he  got  there,  and  he  said  they  took  him  by  doctor’s 
orders.  I'hey  said  they  met  him  at  Red  Lion  tavern ;  that  he  con¬ 
sented  to  go.  Don’t  think  they  told  me  how  they  arranged  to  keep 
him  there  over  night.  Don’t  know  whose  doctor’s  certificate  they  had. 
Cows  at  vendue  sold.  I  received  no  cow  as  present ;  nor  heifer.  The 
cow  kept  at  my  house  till  the  calf  was  old  enough  to  move ;  had  her 
there  two  weeks ;  Samuel  Richie  took  her  away.  She  was  sold  at 
vendue,  and  the  man  who  bought  her,  did  not  come  after  her.  I  did 
object  when  they  told  me  I  was  appointed  Commissioner.  I  told  him 
I  was  not  a  fit  person ;  he  told  me  the  lawyers  would  direct  me.  He 
told  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Du  Bois.  Same  week  I  came  to  town  to  Mr.  E. 
K.  Price.  Margaretta  requested  me  to  go  to  town,  in  Miss  Shoemaker’s 
presence.  First  went  to  Red  Lion  ;  then  to  Eliza  Hinchman’s ;  then 
to  William  Biddle’s;  had  never  known  him  before.  He  directed  me 
to  Mr.  Price’s.  I  told  him  I  was  Commissioner;  that  I  wanted  an  in¬ 
quest.  Remained  with  E.  K.  Price,  till  he  was  ready  to  wait  upon  me. 
At  Sheriff’s  office,  do  not  recollect  of  my  seeing  any  body  there  but 
Sheriff’s  deputies,  &c.  Mr.  E.  K.  Price  requested  the  Sheriff  to  sum¬ 
mon  the  jury.  Don’t  know  how  William  Biddle  was  appointed  a  jury¬ 
man.  Got  out  to  the  Asylum,  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  before  the 


145 


jury  got  out  there.  Mr.  Samuel  Richie  and  I  went  out  together.  Dr. 
Griscom  came  out  there.  Dr.  Worthington  brought  Morgan  Hinch- 
man  in,  and  took  him  out.  He  was  in  about  one  hour  ,*  he  was  re¬ 
quested  to  take  him  out.  I  only  spoke  to  him  in  the  room  ;  spoke  to 
him  in  the  entry ;  asked  him  how  he  was  coming  on ;  he  said  he  was 
here,  and  would  like  to  be  out.  I  said  to  him  that  it  was  for  his  own 
good,  that  he  was  there.  Before  the  jury  he  said,  he  ought  not  to  be 
detained  there.  Don’t  think  he  said  how  he  was  brought  there.  Did’nt 
complain  of  the  blow.  Did’nt  see  any  wound  about  him.  Complained 
of  having  no  notice.  I  did’nt  know  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Benjamin 
Hinchman.  Gave  notice  to  Samuel  Richie.  Gave  notice  to  his 
mother. 

(Precept  to  Sheriff  handed  to  witness.) 

That  is  my  signature.  I  did  sign  this  in  Bucks  County,  day  before 
I  left  there ;  Charles  Du  Bois’s  handwriting ;  mistake  about  the  date ; 
mistake  in  me,  done  here  in  town  or  at  the  Asylum. 

Charles  Du  Bois. — I  suggested  name  of  Mr.  Michener  as  Commis¬ 
sioner  ;  Samuel  Richie  suggested  it  to  me,  as  a  person  acquainted  with 
Morgan  Hinchman,  and  a  neighbor. 

J,  D.  Michener^  recalled. 

By  a  Juryman. — I  never  said  Morgan  Hinchman  was  crazy,  but  I 
thought  him  singular. 

Aaron  J.  Michener,  affirmed. 

I  was  at  my  father’s  house  when  Morgan  Hinchman  came  to  get  a 
paper  signed. 

Charles  Du  Bois. — Edward  Fox,  a  counsel  in  the  case,  attended 
to  taking  depositions  in  the  case. 

Aaron  J.  Michener. — Morgan  Hinchman  came  in  with  Samuel 
Beans  and  Samuel  Wilson,  and  stated  he  wished  a  new  paper  drawn 
up  and  signed,  that  old  one  was  worn  out — father  refused,  and  said 
he’d  signed  one  too  many ;  Samuel  Beans  and  Samuel  Wilson  said 
there  was  no  impropriety  in  signing  another  of  the  same  kind.  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  wrote  another,  which  was  to  be  of  the  same  kind,  but 
it  was  not ;  he  refused  to  let  me  see  the  new  one.  Witnesses  spoke  up 
and  said  there  was  no  use,  they  were  copies.  What  he  read  appeared 
to  be  the  same  as  the  one  I  held  in  my  hands,  and  from  which  he  pre¬ 
tended  to  read  the  copy.  (Papers  handed  to  witness,  and  he  identifies 
them.)  The  one  I  saw  had  no  name  to  the  bottom  at  that  time.  Sam¬ 
uel  W.  Preston,  J.  P.  I  looked  over  one  while  he  read  the  new  one; 
he  refused  twice  to  let  me  have  the  new  one ;  he  rattled  over  it.  What 
he  read,  same  as  was  in  my  hands. 

19 
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Cross-examined, — No  strangers  present.  Not  over  one  hour  he  re¬ 
mained  in  my  house.  Nothing  but  the  old  original  copy  there  that  I 
saw.  I  think  he  left  no  draft,  nor  copy  of  the  new  one ;  he  said  there 
was  no  use  of  having  another  copy.  There  was  a  paper  before  him 
when  I  saw  him  copy  the  new’  one.  They  all  went  together. 

Mr,  James  G,  Hibbs,  recalled, 

(Paper  filed  by  J.  D.  Michener.)  E.  Fox  came  to  election  (Presi¬ 
dent’s)  and  requested  me  to  go  to  office  in  evening.  When  I  went 
there,  Morgan  Hinchman  about  there  somewhere.  This  paper  gave 
to  me  by  Fox  or  Morgan  Hinchman,  to  file.  Don’t  know  which  one 
gave  it  to  me ;  they  were  together.  Morgan  Hinchman  went  with  us 
into  the  office. 

Cross-examined. — Endorsement  “filed  November  7th,  1848,”  in 
my  handwriting.  Lit  candle  when  I  got  to  the  office ;  he  there  when 
it  was  filed.  Doylestown  twenty-six  miles  from  Philadelphia. 

Chief. — In  making  entry  in  docket,  carried  to  another  page  ;  seemed 
to  be  a  queer  sort  of  paper  to  enter.  Between  filing  and  heading  in 
endorsement,  in  Mr.  Lear’s  handwriting. 

A.  J.  Michener,  recalled. — One  morning  in  our  barn,  shortly  after 
the  sale,  I  happened  to  be  cleaning  oats — Jesse  came  in,  and  Jesse 
Forker  said  he  was  where  he  ought  to  be,  and  he  ought  to  have  been 
there  before  he  ever  saw  Bucks  County. 

Cross-exammed. — I’ve  mentioned  this  conversation  once  to  Mr. 
Richie — to  my  father  I’ve  mentioned  it, — have  not  mentioned  it  to  any 
others  of  the  defendants.  John  Refund  there  at  the  time. 

Thomas  Paxton,  affirmed. 

I  was  Clerk  at  the  vendue ;  (vendue  list  handed  to  him.)  This  is 
the  vendue  list ;  memorandum  of  sale  of  goods.  First  spoken  to  by  J. 
D.  Michener :  who  spoke  to  me,  and  I  declined  because  I  had  attended 
the  sale  on  account  of  little  business  of  my  own  to  transact.  Charles 
Shoemaker  afterwards  requested  me,  and  I  served.  Conditions  of  sale 
read  by  Sheriff — sale  regular — in  usual  way.  (Receipt  handed.)  That 
my  receipt,  2d  month  17th,  1847.  I  think  Charles  Shoemaker  paid 
me.  I  thought  that  the  articles  brought  a  very  fair  price, — large  col¬ 
lection  of  people. 

Cross-examined. — Not  there  on  second  day.  Don’t  know  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  sale  of  first  day.  I  suppose  out  of  doors  the  farming  utensils 
all  sold — furniture  not  sold,  I  think.  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie  there. 
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Thomas  Wistar  not  there — ^Charles  Shoemaker  not  there.  J.  D.  Mi- 
chener  might  have  bid — he  might  have  bought  some  few  articles. 

Chirf, — I  had  no  acquaintance  with  the  Richies  before  this. 

Henry  Lelar^  Esq,,  sworn, 

(Venire  shown  to  witness.)  I  have  seen  this  before.  My  return  on 
it,  I  received  this  precept  5th  February,  1847 — it  was  brought  to  the 
office  by  Eli  K.  Price,  in  company  with  J.  D.  Michener,  Commissioner, 
about  11  o’clock.  Mr.  Price  handed  me  the  precept,  and  requested 
that  I  would  summon  jury  upon  same  day,  and  gave  as  his  reason  that 
Commissioner  was  from  country,  and  anxious  to  return.  I  had  a  con¬ 
versation  with  Mr.  Price  as  to  who  the  parties  (Morgan  Hinchman,) 
were  ,*  he  told  me  he  was  a  Friend,  and  I  suggested  to  him,  perhaps  I 
might  put  some  Friends  on  the  jury,  and  he  said  he  thought  that  would 
meet  his  approbation ;  and  while  we  were  conversing,  Edward  Bonsall 
came  into  the  office  on  business,  and  I  remarked  at  once,  (perhaps  my 
attention  was  called  to  his  coming  in  by  Mr.  Woolfe,)  and  I  told  him  I 
should  like  to  have  his  services,  and  told  him  what  I  wanted  him  for, 
to  serve  on  a  jury— he  objected  ;  I  insisted  upon  it  as  his  duty — that  he 
was  a  competent  man ;  and  after  some  conversation  he  consented  to 
serve.  I  had  some  further  conversation  with  Mr.  Price,  who  acted  as 
counsel,  in  reference  to  the  time  and  conveyances  of  jury,  and  went 
immediately  myself  in  person  to  obtain  the  jury.  My  practice  has  been 
always  in  such  cases,  to  have  one  or  two  physicians  on  the  jury.  I 
left  my  office  and  went  to  residence  of  Dr.  William  Darragh,  my  family 
physician,  but  did  not  find  him  at  home;  and  I  had  determined  upon 
two  individuals  with  whom  I  was  acquainted,  and  had  been  for  years, 
who  resided  in  neighborhood.  I  left  Dr.  Darragh’s  and  went  to  office 
of  M.  L.  Dawson,  Tenth  and  Filbert,  round  the  corner — I  went  to  his 
office  in  Filbert  street,  and  was  told  he  was  in  his  private  office  in  Tenth 
street,  and  found  W.  Biddle,  and  I  said  they  are  the  very  individuals  I 
wanted  to  see,  it  would  save  me  a  walk,  going  to  Mr.  Biddle’s,  and  I 
could  summon  them  both  to  attend  upon  the  jury  at  the  same  time — 
they  expressed  some  surprise  at  my  call. — Don’t  know  what  they  said, 
probably  they  were  sorry  to  see  Sheriff  after  them — and  I  gave  them 
the  reason  I  called  upon  them — and  that  was,  I  had  known  them  and 
acted  with  them  in  official  capacity  for  twelve  years  as  directors  of 
public  schools  ;  as  my  acquaintance  was  not  extensive  among  Quakers, 

I  told  them  I  had  called  upon  them — they  hesitated  about  serving — after 
some  conversation  I  induced  them  to  consent.  Told  them  I  had  been 
to  Dr.  Darragh’s,  and  if  possible  I  would  have  him  on  the  jury,  and 
that  I  would  return  there,  and  if  I  could  not  get  him,  I’d  go  over  to 
Dr.  Beasely,  who  had  also  attended  in  my  family — Tenth  and  Arch. 
Neither  of  them  at  home.  I  returned  to  office  and  sent  a  messenger 
for  Mr,  Francis  Jordan,  who  had  served  for  me  occasionally  as  a  jury- 
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man,  and  went  myself  for  balance.  I  went  from  my  office  to  Dr. 
George  Burgin’s,  who  has  often  served  for  me  in  lunacy  cases ;  and 
from  there  called  at  house  of  Earle  Shinn,  a  Quaker,  whom  I  had  ' 
known  from  boyhood ;  found  him  at  dinner  ,*  conversed  with  him,  told 
him  what  I  wanted,  and  he  positively  refused  to  serve.  I  went  home, 
and  there  met  with  my  brother,  and  I  took  him;  he  then  in  business 
in  Front  street ;  and  think  I  stopped  again  at  Dr.  Burgin’s  on  my  return 
to  the  office,  and  saw  his  wife,  and  left  word  with  her  that  I  wanted  Dr. 
to  serve  on  a  jury,  and  he  would  oblige  me,  and  the  appointed  hour  to 
be  at  my  office  at  1  o’clock — that  I  would  wait  till  that  time  for  him — 
then  between  12  and  1.  I  returned  to  the  office,  waited  there  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  after  appointed  hour  for  jury  to  assemble,  particularly 
for  Dr.  Burgin.  I  think  M.  L.  Dawson  and  William  Biddle  came  first. 

I  went  out,  after  waiting  some  time,  and  went  into  Market  street,  and 
called  on  several  gentlemen  I  was  acquainted  with,  but  they  had  all 
left  for  dinner.  Met  Henry  Bird  in  the  street,  who  was  also  a  school 
director,  and  requested  him  to  go  with  me,  but  he  declined.  I  returned 
to  the  office  and  requested  Col.  Woolf  to  go  into  Prothonotary’s  office 
and  get  Dr.  Skerret,  (at  that  time  Prothonotary,  who  had  also  served 
on  juries ;)  he  not  there,  and  he  brought  Mr.  Gibson  in,  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  office.  No  person  from  my  office  upon  the  jury.  The 
conveyances  there,  and  we  started  off  for  Frankford.  No  body  ever 
requested  me  to  summon  any  one.  I  say  unhesitatingly  no  one  ever 
did.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  a  list  of  jurors  suggested  in  this  case. 

I  requested  Col.  Woolfe  to  send  for  Mr.  Jordan;  he  one  of  my  stereo¬ 
type  jurymen.  I  summoned  the  jury  myself,  and  attended  the  inquisition 
then  at  Frankford  myself.  Mr.  Woolf  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  jury  ;  for  first  eighteen  months  I  selected  the  juries  invari¬ 
ably  myself.  I  remember  the  case  distinctly.  Mr.  Price  did  all.  Re¬ 
ceived  no  name  from  Mr.  Price.  May  have  repeated  the  names  of  the 
members  of  Society  of  Friends  I  was  acquainted  with  to  Mr.  Price,  but 
don’t  recollect.  I  recollect  that  Mr.  Price  suggested  no  names,  and 
that  these  names  were  my  own  choice, — the  suggestion  to  have  friends 
upon  the  jury  came  from  myself.  When  we  reached  Frankford  I  made 
the  return  upon  the  precept,  and  handed  it  to  the  commissioner,  and  I 
qualified  the  jury  ;  there  I  considered  my  duty  ended,  if  they  behaved 
themselves  while  there.  I  remained  with  them  ’till  wffiole  matter  was 
finished,  and  I  got  my  fee.  Mr.  Price  paid  that. 

Court  adjourned  till  10  o’clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday  morning,  10  A.  M. 

Henry  Lelar,  recalled. 

I  qualified  the  jury  ;  after  which,  the  papers  in  possession  of  Com¬ 
missioner  ;  they  commenced  examining  witnesses.  Before  that  Mr. 
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Price  explained  the  nature  of  the  duties  the  jury  had  to  perform,  and 
tend  the  Commissioner.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  not  present.  Never 
on  a  case  yet,  where  the  lunatic  was  present,  during  the  examination 
of  witnesses.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  before  the  jury  at  one  time. 
They  had  examined  two  witnesses,  and  then  Morgan  Hinchman  was 
sent  for.  Considerable  conversation  with  Morgan  Hinchman  ;  cannot 
repeat  all  of  it.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  brought  in ;  he  spoke  to  a 
number  of  the  jurymen,  whom  he  recognized,  and  to  E.  K.  Price,  who 
remarked  to  him,  they  were  friends  who  had  come  to  see  him  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  state  of  his  health  ;  something  to  that  effect  ,*  introduced 
the  conversation  in  that  way.  After  a  very  short  time,  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  remarked  it  was  a  jury  of  lunacy,  and  he  was  told  it  was.  He 
had  sonr^e  conversation  with  Mr,  Price,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Price’s  being 
there;  Mr.  Price  replied,  he  was  there  as  his  friend,  and  the  friend  of 
the  family.  T  think  Morgan  Hinchman  made  some  remark  about  hav¬ 
ing  counsel,  and  I  think  Mr.  Price  asked  him  if  he  did  not  consider  him 
as  his  counsel,  or  if  he  had  not  been  his  counsel,  or  acted  for  him ;  if 
he  was  not  satisfied  with  what  he  had  done.  He  said  he  had  been  his 
counsel,  and  was  satisfied,  except  in  one  case  he  instanced.  All  that 
was  said  about  counsel,  and  they  proceeded  to  talk  upon  one  subject 
and  another.  Morgan  Hinchman  occupied  pretty  much  all  the  time  in 
conversation  ;  it  was  addressed  to  the  jury.  Very  rapid,  and  as  far  as 
I  could  remember,  mostly  on  the  subject  of  property  ;  after  he  was 
there  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  the  jury  were  satisfied  with  what 
they  had  heard  from  him,  and  he  w'as  permitted  to  retire.  No  wit¬ 
nesses  were  examined  in  his  presence ;  remarks  made  by  him  to  the 
jury.  I  think  he  was  told  to  retire ;  the  jury  were  done  with  him. 
After  he  retired,  I  think  w'e  examined  tw’o  witnesses  afterwards  ,*  after 
he  had  been  seen  by  jury ;  after  they  finished  the  examination  of  wit¬ 
nesses,  I  think  one  of  the  jurymen  sent  for  one  of  the  witnesses,  (a 
physician,)  who  had  been  examined  before.  Dr.  Worthington.  Doctor 
returned,  and  questions  were  put  to  him.  Two  physicians.  Dr.  Gris- 
com  and  Dr.  Worthington  were  examined.  After  their  examination, 
Moi^gan  Hinchman  was  brought  in.  I  think  two  of  the  witnesses  af¬ 
terwards  examined  entered  into  conversation,  too.  After  all  over,  I 
cleared  the  room,  and  jury  consulted,  and  came  to  conclusion  without 
any  difficulty.  The  inquisition  was  filled  up  there ;  prepared  before¬ 
hand,  as  is  always  done,  and  blanks  filled  in.  (Paper  shown.)  This 
is  the  paper.  I  saw  these  parties  sign  it,  I  believe  I  assisted  the 
Commissioner  a  little  in  folding  it  up.  After  the  jury  had  found,  par¬ 
ties  called  into  the  room,  and  Mr.  Price  prepared  inquisition.  I  did  ob¬ 
serve  something  strange,  crazy,  or  out  of  the  w'ay  about  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man,  on  that  occasion.  When  he  came  into  the  room,  I  observed  a 
very  restless  eye  moving  about  in  all  directions,  a  very  quick  step,  and 
his  manner  and  his  conversation,  impossible  for  any  one  else  to  say 
much  while  he  was  there.  Don’t  know  that  I  can  say  anything  more. 
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I  have  frequently  seen  insane  people ;  coaxed  one  into  my  carriage  the 
other  day,  and  took  him  to  the  hospital. 

Cross-examined. — Did’nt  ever  see  Morgan  Hinchman  before  that. 
Never  saw  him  after  till  he  had  left  the  Asylum,  Never  had  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him.  I  had  no  knowledge  as  to  the  character  of  his 
habits  and  the  rapidity  of  his  speech.  On  the  day  1  received  the  pre¬ 
cept  from  the  Commissioner  in  my  office,  first  time  I  knew  of  this  affair. 
Did  not  know  Samuel  and  Edward  Richie.  In  office  then  from  latter 
part  of  October.  Not  the  first  commission  of  lunacy,  I  had  held.  I 
am  certain  I  did’nt  mention  Dr.  Darragh’s  name  to  Mr.  Price,  in  my 
office ;  very  soon  after  Mr,  Price  left  the  office,  I  left.  I  left  the  office 
for  the  purpose  of  going  for  Dr.  Darragh.  No  objection  made  to  W. 
Biddle.  Was  not  apprised  that  William  Biddle  had  left  the  office  of 
E.  K.  Price,  fifteen  minutes  before.  If  there  is  such  a  thing  as  acci¬ 
dent,  it  was  accident  that  I  called  upon  William  Biddle  and  Dr.  Dar¬ 
ragh.  M,  L.  Dawson  and  William  Biddle  expressed  surprise  at  seeing 
me  there,  in  M.  L.  Dawson’s  office.  They  both  objected  to  serving, 
and  I  think  their  objection  was  that  they  knew  the  family,  and  had 
heard  of  the  circumstances.  After  considerable  effort,  before  they  con¬ 
sented  to  serve.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Bonsall’s  office;  at  my  office  he 
came  for  a  writ,  I  think,  to  draw  the  deed;  he  is  in  my  office  almost 
every  day  ;  he  is  a  conveyancer.  Don’t  think  I  mentioned  him  to  Mr. 
Price.  My  attention  directed  to  Mr.  Bonsall  by  Col.  Woolf,  Mr.  Price, 
or  some  one.  Not  usual  to  speak  to  Col.  Woolf  about  appointment  of 
jurors.  I  did  not  consult  with  him.  I  never  had  Mr.  Bonsall,  William 
Biddle,  or  M.  L.  Dawson,  upon  a  jury  of  lunacy  before,  nor  since. 

I  have  had  Mr.  Jordan  since,  and  possibly  before.  Never  held  an  in¬ 
quest  at  that  Asylum  before.  Don’t  know  whether  Mr.  Biddle,  Bon¬ 
sall,  or  Dawson,  were  connected  with  the  institution.  I  think  some 
one  remarked  that  Mr.  Bonsall  was  the  son  of  an  old  superintendent, 
and  knew  all  about  the  matters  ;  uncertain  whether  Col.  Woolf  said  so 
or  not.  Never  heard  of  the  list  being  supplied  by  my  deputy;  did’nt 
know  Mr.  Biddle  was  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Garret,  the  superintendent ; 
not  when  I  selected  him.  Before  Morgan  Hinchman  came  into  the 
room.  Doctor  Griscom  and  Doctor  Worthington  were  examined ;  I 
do  not  remember  who  directed  Morgan  Hinchman  brought  in.  After 
his  examination,  the  jury  said  they  were  done  with  him ;  and  I  think  I 
may  have  said  he  could  retire.  I  think  Doctor  Worthington  brought 
him  in  ;  not  certain  upon  that  point ;  I  think  accompanied  out  by  same 
person ;  he  was  not  taken  out ;  he  went  out ;  I  should  think  it  must 
have  been  between  four  or  five  when  he  came  into  the  room ;  no  lights 
in  the  room,  I  think,  while  he  was  there.  We  held  our  session  in  the 
parlor  of  the  institution,  first  room  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  build¬ 
ing  ;  two  witnesses  were  examined  after  he  went  out ;  I  don’t  know 
who  they  were;  I  think  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie.  These  are  all 
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the  witnesses  examined  in  my  recollection.  When  Morgan  Hinchman 
was  brought  in,  I  there  saw  John  D.  Michener,  all  the  jury,  the  wit¬ 
nesses,  I  think,  the  counsel,  Morgan  Hinchman,  Doctor  Griscom,  Doc¬ 
tor  Worthington,  and  the  two  Richies ;  not  Mr.  Garret  there  during 
investigation  of  the  matter.  Morgan  Hinchman  made  no  objections ; 
and  said  he  would  like  to  have  counsel,  &c. ;  likely  he  said  he  was  taken 
very  much  by  surprise;  he  said  nothing  of  surprise.  Morgan  Hinchman 
did’nt  ask  Mr.  Price  who  he  represented  there ;  I  think  Mr.  Price  said 
he  came  there  to  see  his  property  was  taken  care  of,  as  a  friend  of  the 
family,  of  himself ;  I  am  certain  of  it.  I  think  after  Morgan  Hinch- 
man’s  introductory  conversation,  he  said,  I  see  a  jury  of  lunacy,  or 
something  of  that  kind  ;  I  think  he  mentioned  first,  that  it  was  a  jury 
of  lunacy.  Can’t  recollect  what  he  said  of  property  ;  I  don’t  recollect 
he  said  the  object  in  putting  him  there  was  to  get  possession  of  his  pro¬ 
perty  ;  his  conversation  run  on  sales  of  property ;  don’t  recollect  any¬ 
thing  about  deed  of  trust.  From  his  conversing  rapidly  and  constantly 
without  any  replies,  speaking  of  property  that  no  body  else  was  speak¬ 
ing  of,  I  took  him  to  be  not  only  strange,  but  crazy.  I  never  exa¬ 
mined  one  that  I  did’nt  find  him  crazy ;  1  never  saw  a  mad-man  yet, 
that  said  he  was  so.  I  don’t  think  I  ever  took  the  keeper  for  an  insane 
man.  Did’nt  know  whether  he  was  in  the  habit  of  speaking  rapidly  ; 
he  did  no  mad  things ;  no  acts  of  violence ;  generally  we  read  over 
the  precepts,  sometimes  myself,  and  sometimes  Mr.  Woolf.  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  Commissioner  has  the  proper  precept.  I  don’t  com¬ 
pare  the  paper  with  the  form  of  the  Act  of  Assembly.  (Precept  shown.) 
Perhaps  there  might  have  been  the  Commissioner’s  seal  to  the  paper ; 
not  versed  in  the  Acts  of  Assembly,  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  all  the 
papers  of  that  kind  require  a  seal ;  would  not  execute  a  common  writ 
without  seal ;  I  think  the  counsel  who  brought  this  paper  to  my  office, 
had  all  the  papers  with  me.  I  did’nt  observe  that  the  writ  had  no  seal. 
It  wants  a  little  scroll  of  the  pen ;  I  don’t  know  what  Act  of  Assem¬ 
bly  requires;  we  executed  it  without  the  seal,  because  we  did  not  ob¬ 
serve  it. 

(Inquisition  handed  to  witness.) 

I  observe  some  blanks  filled  in — “  that  Morgan  Hinchman  is  a  luna¬ 
tic,”  was  not  filled  up  at  the  Asylum,  I  think ;  it  is  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion  ;  Mr.  Jordan  a  relative  of  Col.  Woolf’s.  Morgan  Hinchman 
did  not  request  a  private  interview  with  Mr.  Price,  Doctor  or  J.  D.  Mich¬ 
ener,  that  I  know  of ;  can’t  say  he  asked  what  they  were  there  for ; 
his  conversations  in  regard  to  property,  not  in  answer  to  questions  of 
Mr.  Price;  the  witnesses,  Samuel  and  Edward  Richie,  told  what  his 
property  was  ;  I  don’t  think  the  Commissioner  took  notes  of  the  testi¬ 
mony  ;  if  any  one  took  notes,  it  was  Mr.  Price;  I  swore  the  jury  and 
witnesses  ;  I  think  Doctor  Griscom  said  himself,  that  he  was  his  family 
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physician  ;  I  think  the  two  Richies  joined  in  the  conversation  ;  I  think 
the  Commissioner  requested  me  to  swear  the  witnesses. 

Chwf, — Mr,  Griscom, — I  think  Doctor  Griscom  left  as  soon  as  his 
testimony  was  over. 

Mr,  Williams. — I  think  I  have  held  one  or  two  inquisitions,  where 
the  jury  did  not  see  the  party  at  all ;  in  other  respects  conducted  as  in¬ 
quests  generally  are ;  no  suggestion  as  to  conduct  of  that  inquest ;  no 
statement  made  to  me  to  induce  me  to  vary  from  my  common  practice ; 
no  suggestion  from  any  one  on  the  jury  that  further  evidence  should  be 
given  ;  they  were  all  satisfied  ;  Commissioner  with  me  during  the  whole 
of  this  transaction ;  seal  of  the  Commissioner  that  was  neglected  to  be 
put  on  it ;  if  it  had  required  seal  of  the  Court,  we  would  have  looked 
more  carefully ;  did’nt  observe  the  want  of  a  seal ;  the  person  whose 
seal  was  to  be  affixed  was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  proceedings ; 
till  the  whole  matter  was  completed  ,*  from  first  to  last,  observed  no 
irregularity  in  the  forms  of  proceeding ;  no  suggestion  from  any  one ; 
Doctor  Griscom  did  go  away,  as  soon  as  he  finished  his  testimony. 

Cross-examined. — I  think  Doctor  Griscom  came  out  after  we  reached 
there.  There  was  counsel  in  the  cause  ,*  John  D.  Michener  did  some¬ 
thing  and  said  something  ;  he  signed  his  name  to  inquisition  ;  the  coun¬ 
sel  conducted  the  inquisition ;  the  venire  signed  when  it  was  handed  to 
me. 

Eli  K  Price,  affirmed. 

A  member  of  the  Bar  since  1821  ;  first  knowledge  I  had  of  this 
matter  was  on  the  8th  or  9th  of  January,  1847  ;  was  called  upon  by 
the  mother  and  wife  of  this  plaintiff,  and  asked  to  draw  the  petition  ; 
I  was  employed  by  Mrs.  Hinchman  to  prepare  a  petition  to  institute 
proceedings;  they  two  only  present;  I  drew  it,  and  by  directions  sent 
it  to  Mr.  Du  Bois,  to  be  presented  to  the  Court ;  my  duties  simply  to 
prepare  a  petition  and  send  it,  which  I  did ;  nothing  further,  till  Com¬ 
missioner  came  to  my  office,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  February, 
bringing  this  letter  of  introduction  from  his  mother. 

The  letter  offered  in  evidence. 

Objected  to — objection  overruled,  and  exception. 

The  letter — the  authority  under  which  I  acted. 

(The  letter  read  by  E  K*.  Price.) 

Philadelphia,  2nd  month  bth,  1847. 
Esteemed  Friend — Eli  K.  Price. 

This  will  introduce  to  thee  our  friend  John  D.  Michener,  who  comes 
with  a  commission  from  Bucks  County  Court,  on  the  account  of  my 
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afflicted  son,  Morgan  Hinchman.  We  wish  to  secure  ihy  prompt  ser¬ 
vices  in  whatever  is  necessary  in  this  affair.  I  will  see  thou  art  re¬ 
munerated. 

ELIZA  W.  HINCHMAN. 

“  Addressed,” — Eli  K.  Pkice,  309  Arch  street. 

Mr.  John  D.  Michener  accompanied  by  William  Biddle;  he  merely 
gave  me  an  introduction  ;  said  nothing  about  the  business,  and  retired. 
I  tilled  ihe  blanks  in  venire,  brought  by  Commissioner,  and  went  with 
him  to  Sheriff’s  Office,  to  have  the  jury  of  inquisition  summoned;  I 
told  the  Sheriff  to  give  mean  intelligent  jury,  and  no  other  instructions, 
that  I  recollect  of;  Sheriff  inquired  of  me  who  the  party  was,  and  I 
told  him  ;  I  told  the  Sheriff  he  was  connected  with  the  Friends,  that 
he  had  been  brought  up  by  his  uncle  Webb ;  and  then  the  Sheriff  said 
it  would  be  proper  to  have  Friends  on  the  jury.  As  I  was  about  part¬ 
ing  from  Sheriff’s  little  office,  1  saw  Edward  Bonsall  come  in,  and  said 
there  was  a  person  who  understands  such  matters,  the  son  of  an  old 
superintendent ;  the  only  thing  like  intimation  that  I  did,  I  prepared  the 
skeleton  of  inquisition  before  1  went  out,  and  left  subsequent  matters  to 
the  Sheriff;  I  went  out  by  myself,  and  found  other  parties  there  ;  vve 
went  into  the  room  with  same  parties,  as  the  Sheriff  has  stated.  The 
Sheriff,  at  Commissioner’s  request,  qualified  the  jury  and  witnesses; 
look  notes  only  so  far  as  enabled  me  to  fill  the  blanks.  We  examined 
Doctor  Worthington  and  Doctor  Griscom ;  my  own  impression  is,  we 
went  through  all  the  witnesses  before  Morgan  was  called  in,  but  J  may 
be  in  error  as  to  that ;  I  requested  Morgan  Hinchman  to  be  brought  in  ; 
he  was  introduced  to  the  Sheriff  and  jury  in  a  kind  and  friendly  way, 
as  if  he  was  meeting  a  party  of  friends  :  I  wished  to  introduce  the 
matter  without  agitating  him  ;  (presuming  of  course,  he  was  suscepti¬ 
ble  of  agitation  ;)  and  told  him  these  gentlemen  had  come  out  to  in¬ 
quire  into  his  state  of  health  ;  he  immediately  inquired  why  they  came, 
under  what  authority,  and  for  what  purpose;  1  explained  to  him  dis¬ 
tinctly,  they  came  by  authority  of  Court,  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
his  mind  ;  that  his  property  required  attention,  which  it  could  not  legally 
have  without  somebody  appointed  b}^  Court  for  the  purpose;  he  said  he 
was  taken  without  notice,  and  had  not  counsel ;  I  told  him  I  appeared 
there  at  the  instance  of  his  mother  and  wife ;  that  they  wished  well  to 
him  and  his  property,  as  I  also  did.  He  said  I  had  always  been  his 
counsel;  that  he  had  confidence  in  me;  that  I  had  always  done  his 
business  satisfactorily  with  a  single  exception  ;  I  asked  him  what  that 
was,  and  he  said  when  I  sued  H.  Hinchman  for  him,  I  had  not  pressed 
him  hard  enough  ;  H.  Hinchman  is  his  cousin.  It  may  have  been  at 
this  point  of  the  proceedings  he  asked  the  Commissioner  to  go  into  the 
entry  with  him  ;  he  went  out  and  staid  several  minutes  with  him  ;  he 
came  back  and  entered  freely  upon  an  explanation  of  his  affairs  ;  he 
seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the  proceedings,  and  to  go  into  explanations 
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freely ;  he  talked  mainly  about  his  property,  financeering  in  relation  to 
it ;  spoke  of  items  of  property  which  he  had,  agreeing  with  what  1  had 
been  apprised  it  was,  and  the  incumbrances  on  it;  he  talked  rapidly, 
and  did  most  of  the  talking  himself,  for  the  greater  part  of  an  hour, 
I  attempted  to  lead  him  to  points  where  I  had  understood  his  mind  had 
failed,  about  the  management  of  his  property,  and  so  on ;  he  would 
throw  hirni^elf  on  the  delensive,  and  meet  such  inquiries  with  ingenui¬ 
ty.  1  remetnber  the  matter  of  trading  horses,  w  hich  was  thought  to 
be  a  losing  business,  of  which  he  gave  some  explanation.  Another 
subject  of  delusion,  I  had  been  informed  was,  “the  possession  of  very 
valuable  property  about  the  borough  of  VVilkesbarre,  of  which  he  and 
his  family  had  large  expectations.”  He  said  that  was  a  matter  of  the 
old  firm  of  which  liis  father  was  a  member,  and  it  had  been  magnified 
against  him  ;  so  as  to  the  matter  of  his  supposing  he  was  inflicted  with 
the  venereal  disease  ;  I  called  his  attention  to  that,  and  told  him  that 
no  one  who  knew,  should  suspect  him  of  that ;  his  explanations  ad¬ 
mitted  to  my  mind  that  he  was  under  such  a  delusion ;  he  said  he  had 
said  so  under  an  excitement ;  canfie  out  in  the  testimony,  I  think,  that 
he  was  under  this  delusion.  My  inference  that  he  admitted  the  fact 
and  endeavoured  to  explain  it  away,  and  he  said  that  what  he  had  said 
had  been  said  under  excitement,  and  that  it  had  been  magnified  ;  he 
went  through  his  explanations  in  regard  to  property,  and  the  jury  were 
satisfied  with  him  ;  and  either  the  Sheriff  or  myself  requested  him  to 
leave  the  room.  I  heard  him  make  no  complaints  of  any  one  during 
that  examination  ;  I  formed  my  own  opinion  at  that  time.  1  have  had 
opportunity  of  observing  insane  persons  ;  a  subject  of  considerable  in¬ 
terest  with  me.  From  my  first  coming  to  the  city,  I  have  attended  with 
physicians  here  and  in  Europe;  been  in  insane  Asylums.  Known  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  from  a  boy;  he  lived  next  door  to  me,  with  Samuel 
Webb;  and  when  he  came  to  transact  business  himself,  I  was  his 
counsel ;  in  that  relation  from  all  I  can  say,  I  formed  the  opinion  of  his 
high  moral  worth  and  integrity  of  character.  After  he  went  to  the  coun¬ 
try  in  1644,  I  saw  him  but  occasionally,  and  had  not  seen  him  for 
several  months  previous  to  finding  him  at  the  Asylum  ;  his  appearance 
then  was  to  me  much  changed,  his  manner  was  not  self-possessed  when 
he  entered  the  room,  as  it  had  usually  been,  his  movements  quick  and 
conversation  unnaturally  rapid,  quickness  of  transition  from  subject  to 
subject  that  was  not  natural,  his  conversation  not  on  a  deliberate  con¬ 
sideration  of  subjects,  indicating  his  usual  sound  and  acute  judgment ; 
an  anxious  expression  of  countenance,  I  had  never  seen  before;  an  ex¬ 
citement  in  the  eye,  I  had  never  before  witnessed ;  he  seemed  to  obey 
an  internal  excitement  which  his  judgment  and  will  could  not  control, 
as  when  in  a  healthy  condition;  his  conversation  was  rapid  and  with¬ 
out  pause,  to  witness  its  effects  on  other’s  minds.  I  formed  the  decided 
opinion  that  his  mind  was  unsound  ;  never  formed  a  more  decided  opin¬ 
ion  ;  formed  the  opinion  that  he  was  a  proper  subject  for  medical  treat- 
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merit.  I  remarked  to  him  I  was  there  on  behalf  of  his  mother  and 
wife,  whom  I  supposed  could  have  no  other  than  his  own  good  in  view; 
that  they  thought  it  best  that  he  should  withdraw  for  a  time  from  the 
care  of  his  business ;  that  he  should  have  repose  there,  for  the  resus¬ 
citation  of  his  health.  Don’t  remember  his  making  any  reply — one 
of  the  remarks  preceding  his  conversation — he  made  mention  of  no 
counsel,  nor  asked  for  any  adjournment;  if  he  said  so,  he  did  it  while 
out  of  the  room  with  Mr.  Michener. 

I  observed  nothing  peculiar  in  his  manner  towards  the  Richies.  I 
heard  him  complain  of  no  one;  his  manner  conveyed  to  my  mind  his 
own  consciousness  that  he  was  suffering,  and  required  treatment.  No 
one  requested  me  not  to  give  notice  to  any  one  of  these  proceedings ; 
and  no  one  to  give  notice.  No  direction  of  the  court  or  Commissioner. 
I  refer  to  6th  Section  of  Lunatic  Act.  Duty  of  court  to  make  order, 
&c.  1  had  no  such  word.  Such  directions  not  contained  in  any  paper 

I  ever  saw.  I  have  known  Morgan’s  mother  for  thirty  years.  I  have 
had  no  opportunities  of  observing  the  domestic  treatment  of  Mrs.  Hinch- 
man  to  her  family,  except  one.  Both  Morgan  Hinchman  and  his 
mother  clients  of  mine.  He  brought  his  mother’s  business  to  me,— - 
proper  feeling  evinced  between  mother  and  son,  on  all  occasions.  Never 
saw  the  reverse.  1  know  he  was  much  interested  in  a  matter  of  Mrs. 
Hinchman’s  with  her  own  brother.  Morgan  Hinchman  in  that  matter 
evinced  a  proper  feeling  towards  his  mother’s  interest.  Never  savv  any¬ 
thing  but  good  feeling  evinced  by  the  mother  towards  her  son.  (objected 
to.)  Never  any  unkind  feelings  evinced  by  his  mother.  The  feelings 
evinced  to  me  by  the  mother  when  she  first  introduced  the  matter  to 
me,  were  of  the  most  overwhelming  character.  I  never  observed  any 
unkind  feeling  of  mother  towards  son,  but  the  contrary.  I  prepared 
original  application  to  Court,  Bucks  County,  and  sent  it  to  Mr.  Du  Bois 
the  day  of  its  date,  9th  January. 

Mr.  Williams  asks  Mr.  Price,  if,  when  he  drew  the  petition,  and  there 
was  an  affidavit  annexed  to  it,  whether  it  was  at  suggestion  or  request 
of  any  one,  that  affidavits  were  not  annexed,  as  the  Act  of  Leo-islature 
directs] 

The  plaintiff  objects  to  the  question. 

The  petition  in  my  handwriting.  I  prepared  it.  The  precept  brought 
down  ready  prepared.  I  filled  in  the  blanks — the  time  of  meeting,  date 
of  it,  and  little  things  of  that  kind.  First  I  knew  of  there  being  no  seal 
to  venire. 

The  plaintiff  admits  they,  the  defendants,  had  nothing  to  do  with  omit¬ 
ting  the  seal. 

No  form  certainly;  not  intentionally  omitted,  as  far  as  I  knew.  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  thing  being,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  or  any 
body  else  in  my  knowledge,  done  purposely  out  of  order.  The  mother 
paid  me  the  Sheriff’s  costs.  I  did  not  charge  the  mother — she  spoke 
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of  paying  me,  and  I  repelled  it.  Never  knew  of  any  thing  of  the  kind 
referred  to.  She  is  a  lady  of  high  nervous  temperament,  1  believe. 

Cross-examined. — I  can’t  say  I  have  employed  Morgan  Hinchman 
as  Scrivener.  I’ve  seen  much  of  it.  From  them.  No  indication  of 
want  of  competency  or  skill ;  he  was  a  man  of  promptness,  always — 
remarkable  lor  quickness  of  speech  and  action.  Probably  several 
months  before  I  saw  him  at  the  Asylum,  was  last  time  I  saw  him. 
Then  he  came  to  my  house  with  marketing,  and  I  bought  it  of  him. 
I  probably  saw  him  in  1846.  Never  suspected  him  of  insanity,  ’till 
the  communications  made  to  me.  I  never  saw  any  thing  which  would 
lead  me  to  suppose  he  was  insane.  Never  heard  any  thing.  I  did’nt 
know  at  the  time  of  inquest,  how  long  he  had  been  at  the  Asylum. 
His  mother  made  first  of  all,  with  his  wife,  communication  to  me  of 
this  matter.  Saw  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie  at  Asylum,  and  on  my 
way  there;  had  an  impression  I  saw  Samuel  Richie  at  my  office,  but 
am  not  certain.  Don’t  know  that  Mordecai  L.  Dawson  and  William 
Biddle,  were  managers  of  that  institution.  Did’nt  know  of  their  rela¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Hinchman  and  his  wife.  VVilliam  Biddle  said  nothing  about 
the  business — he  merely  introduced  the  Commissioner.  Remember  no 
names  spoken  of  in  Sheriff’s  office.  When  I  got  to  Asylum,  first  knew 
these  gentlemen  were  appointed.  Did’nt  see  Morgan  Hinchman  before 
he  was  brought  into  the  room.  Nobody  saw  him,  I  think.  If  any 
omission  in  the  proceedings,  it  was  my  fault.  I  did’nt  ask  to  see  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  myself.  I’ve  loaned  him  money  from  time  to  time  ;  had 
confidence  in  his  integrity  and  ability.  There  was  no  discrepancy  as 
to  designation  of  property  and  incumbrances,  between  Morgan  Hinch- 
man’s  statements  and  what  I  had  received  from  others.  Can’t  recollect 
I  received  any  communication  except  from  Morgan  Hinchman.  Never 
heard  of  any  difference  between  mother  and  son  ’till  Benjamin  M. 
Hinchman  communicated  it.  Don’t  know  it  now.  The  skeleton  of 
inquisition  was  filled  up,  including  the  items  of  property;  the  list  of 
which  I  received  from  somebody,  and  verified  it  by  examining  Samuel 
and  Edward  Richie.  Before  candlelight  he  was  introduced.  It  might 
have  been  intermediate  to  examination  between  state  of  mind  and  ex¬ 
amination  as  to  his  property,  that  he  was  brought  in.  He  did’nt  seem 
self-possessed.  I  knew  Samuel  Webb,  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  and 
their  relation  to  him.  Had  no  direction  from  court  to  give  notice  to 
anybody. 

To  Samuel  Webb  I  knew  Morgan  Hinchman  had  been  particularly 
hostile;  and  as  to  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman  I  had’nt  heard  him  speak 
of  him,  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  never  heard  Morgan  Hinchman  speak 
of  Mr.  Fisher  as  one  that  would  be  interested  in  his  welfare.  I  judged 
more  from  Morgan  Hinchman’s  manner  and  appearance,  and  formed 
my  conviction.  I  do  not  consider  healthy  excitement  incompatible  with 
reason.  I  distinguish  between  common  excitement  and  the  excitement 
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struck  after  he  came  out,  with  the  impression  that  he  looked  as  he  used 
to.  The  difference  I  saw  was  in  the  expression  of  the  countenance. 
The  manner  of  Morgan  Hinchman  was  what  an  insane  man  w^ould  do. 
As  to  his  being  in  venereal  ward,  I  considered  that  as  a  delusion,  and 
he  endeavoured  to  explain  and  palliate  it.  My  way  of  collecting  the 
debt  from  H.  Hinchman  was  a  delay.  A  compromise  in  the  matter, 
and  he  recovered  w'hat  was  agreed  to.  He  did’nt  speak  of  notice  to 
his  friends.  He  did’nt  ask  to  have  counsel.  I  addressed  the  jury 
against  him  wdth  the  view  to  find  him  a  lunatic,  but  very  briefly.  I 
don’t  know  of  the  true  state  of  the  facts  of  VVilkesbarre  property.  He 
gave  no  over  or  underrated  account  of  property,  that  I  knew  of.  He 
did’nt  satisfy  me  his  mind  was  not  under  a  delusion.  (Questions  asked 
by  the  jury.)  He  would  answer  relative  to  the  question,  and  then  take 
a  start  and  go  on  a  great  w^ays  without  reference  to  question.  He  did 
not  state  his  wife  knew  nothing  about  the  proceedings.  I  was  inquired 
before  the  examiner  as  to  when  I  lent  him  money  last  time.  I  think  it 
was  preceding  1846  that  I  last  lent  him  money.  He  did’nt  inquire 
how  he  was  brought  to  Asylum.  Did’nt  know  how  he  was  taken  there. 
I  received  two  letters  from  him,  which  I  handed  to  the  Committee. 
I  frequently  had  exchanged  letters  with  patients  in  that  Asylum.  I  did 
it  on  the  principle  of  generosity  and  kindness.  I  gave  the  letters  to  the 
Committee,  and  thought  they  w’ould  be  useful  to  him,  as  they  con¬ 
tained  notices  of  his  property.  Don’t  know  of  his  wasting  his  property. 
I  don’t  ktmw  he  had  any  peculiar  hallucination.  He  appeared  to  me 
a  man  both  sick  in  body  and  mind.  He  w'as  precise  and  close;  and 
last  time  he  called  on  me,  I  thought  him  penurious.  I  pitied  him.  I 
was  struck  with  his  anxiety  about  so  small  a  matter.  He  asked  Mr. 
Michener  to  go  out  in  entry,  and  he  did,  after  matter  explained  to  him. 
This  was  what  passed  there  between  him  and  J.  D.  Michener;  was  not 
reported  in  the  room.  I  did’nt  propose  any  postponement.  I  thought 
that  proceeding  was  an  ex-parte  })roceeding;  and  if  he  had  asked  me 
for  counsel,  I  should  have  objected.  I  have  always  known  the  friends 
of  the  lunatic  to  produce  the  witnesses.  He  had  all  he  desired.  I  acted 
according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  and  if  I  did  wrong,  in  was  my 
wrong,  and  no  body  else’s.  I  received  a  letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman 
probably  within  one  week  after  inquest.  (Letter  handed  to  witness, 
and  the  letter  marked.) 

Chief. — Mr.  Biddle  merely  introduced  J.  D.  Michener  to  me  and  went 
away.  Did’nt  say  a  syllable  to  me.  Never  saw  any  other  of  the  de¬ 
fendants  except  those  spoken  of,  in  regard  to  these  proceedings.  Whole 
proceedings  instituted  at  request  of  xMorgan  Hinchman’s  mother  and 
wife.  Di'd’nt  know  when  Morgan  Hinchman  was  put  in  the  Asylum. 

Cross-examined. — Morgan  Hinchman  had  no  spectacles  on  at  that 
time.  No  mark  of  violence  on  him.  Possibly  I  may  have  met  Dr. 
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Evans  in  street,  and  spoke  to  him  about  it.  May  have  sent  my  letter 
by  Dr.  Evans,  but  have  no  recollection  of  it.  (iSuperscription  of  letter 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Reed.)  That  is  the  one. 

William  Poulton,  afirined. 

Reside  in  Bucks  County,  about  half  a  mile  from  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
farm.  Buckingham  Township.  I  know  .lesse  Forker.  I  heard  him 
speak  often  of  his  queer  conduct,  that  he  thought  him  crazy,  and  so  on. 
I  went  there  one  time  to  buy  two  pigs.  Jesse  Forker  said  he  had  some 
to  sell.  He  (Morgarj)  was  greasing  the  wagon.  He  gabbled,  and  said 
good  deal  about  the  breed  of  them,  and  would  not  fix  any  price.  After  a 
spell,  he  set  a  price.  I  agreed  to  take  them;  then  he  did’nt  know 
whether  to  let  me  have  them  or  not — that  he  thought  one  was  worth  a 
little  more  than  another.  1  asked  him  how  much — he  said  two  cents. 

Cross-examined. — We  were  on  good  terms.  Fie  did’nt  like  to  take 
my  boy  back. 

We  were  good  friends.  He  hired  my  son  for  three  months.  June, 
July  and  August.  Boy  did’nt  leave  him  any  time.  He  went  on  third- 
day  and  staid  out  five  days;  and  we  were  to  find  him  his  first-day’s 
board,  washing  and  mending.  Boy  went  back  the  same  day  he  came 
away.  I  sent  him  back.  If  he  would  not  promise  to  stay  the  whole 
time  out,  he  would’nt  have  him  back.  I  have  seen  Samuel  Richie;  he 
requested  me  to  be  a  witness.  Don’t  recollect  I  had  any  conversation. 
I  had  as  to  what  I  should  say.  He  came  to  my  house  and  took  me  to 
Doylestown.  Morgan  came  and  settled  for  my  boy’s  work.  He  would 
run  from  one  thing  to  another;  would  not  make  up  his  mind.  Have 
been  on  his  farm.  He  seemed  then  to  be  at  work  regularly.  Then 
his  conduct  proper.  He  did’nt  say  any  thing  strange  about  his  farm. 

Adjourned  ’till  4,  P.  M. 

Joseph  B.  Matlack^  affirmed. 

Acquainted  with  Morgan  Hinchman  about  twelve  years;  frequently 
at  my  house,  and  I  at  his.  lam  not  positive  whether  he  was  in  Penn 
Township  Bank,  or  whether  at  his  uncle  VV'ebb’s.  I  think  from  the 
time  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  marriage,  in  1839,  he  was  insane  at  times. 

I  recollect  being  called  on  at  one  time  by  Samuel  Richie,  (I  was  at  his 
house,)  who  lived  a  few  doors  below  me.  1  in  business  with  Samuel 
Richie  at  the  time;  Morgan  Hinchman  boarded  with  Samuel  Richie  at 
that  time.  Samuel  Richie  wished  me  to  go  with  him  to  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man’s  at  one  time ;  we  went  in,  Samuel  Richie  in  advance  of  me ;  we 
went  through  the  folding  doors,  and  at  back  door,  Morgan  in  a  kneel¬ 
ing  posture  with  his  hands  covering  his  face ;  Samuel  went  up  to  him 
and  put  his  hand  on  his  shoulder,  and  asked  him  what  was  the  matter ; 
he  could  get  nothing  out  of  him ;  but  he  sighed  and  groaned  ,*  at  last 
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he  jumped  up  and  run  out  of  the  door  towards  the  street.  I  recollect 
stepping  to  the  door  and  caught  him,  and  tried  to  persuade  him  to  slop, 
but  he  got  away,  and  we  followed  him  ;  he  went  several  steps  to  the 
corner  ;  about  that  rime  vve  caught  up  to  him,  and  he  turned  short 
around  and  run  back  into  the  house  as  fast  as  he  could  go.  VVhen  we 
got  back  into  the  house,  he  kneeling  at  the  same  chair  ;  same  posture 
as  when  we  first  found  him  ;  Samuel  went  up  to  him  and  put  his  hand 
on  his  shoulder;  he  immediately  threw  himself  back  and  rolled  several 
times  over  the  floor  towards  me;  we  then  lifted  him  up;  endeavoured 
to  get  him  up  stairs;  he  continued  to  sigh  and  groan  as  before;  very 
much.  About  that  time,  I  think  he  said  he  must  go  to  the  bank  ;  this 
was  the  first  thing  he  said,  we  could  understand  ;  we  tried  to  convince 
him  that  he  was  not  fit  to  go  to  the  bank,  that  he  had  better  go  to  bed  ; 
and  got  him  two  or  three  steps  up  stairs;  he  jerked  away  and  went 
into  the  street  as  hard  as  he  could  go ;  we  followed  him  on  ;  he  did  go 
to  the  bank ;  we  went  to  the  bank  steps  and  there  left  him  ;  we  did  not 
follow  him  into  the  bank.  Morgan  used  to  come  to  my  house  often; 
often  I  have  done  business  with  him  ;  he  loaned  me  money  many  limes, 
on  my  individual  note,  when  he  was  in  the  bank  ;  on  all  those  occa¬ 
sions,  I  considered  him  entirely  competent  to  do  business  ;  at  other 
times  he  has  been  at  my  house,  coming  in,  in  a  very  violent  manner; 
ringipg  the  bell,  come  running  into  the  room  and  run  around  it,  and 
seemed  not  to  know  what  he  was  about,  talking  incoherently,  rapidly 
running  from  one  subject  to  another.  I  recollect  on  one  occasion  he 
told  me  he  had  made  a  deed  of  trust  of  his  wife’s  property,  or  he  had 
drawn  up  one,  and  he  was  determined  it  should  be  held  in  trust  for  her, 
though  not  her  wish  that  it  should  be  done  ;  her  friends  should  not  have 
it  to  say  he  married  her  for  the  sake  of  getting  control  of  her  money. 
Frequently  spoke  about  that  deed  of  trust  afterwards  ;  after  he  was  mar¬ 
ried.  This  deed  of  trust  spoken  of  a  short  time  before  he  was  mar¬ 
ried.  He  was  determined  after  they  were  married  to  have  that  deed 
revoked.  I  heard  from  him  it  was  revoked.  I  recollect  his  over-tak¬ 
ing  me  one  day  in  Vine  street  near  Fifth  ;  he  had  an  idea  always, 
from  very  soon  after  he  was  married,  that  the  Shoemaker  family  had 
cast  him  oflj  and  inclined  to  bear  hard  with  him.  I  tried  to  convince 
him  such  was  not  the  fact,  for  I  knew  better  ;  and  when  anything  was 
said  about  the  Shoemakers,  he  said  his  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth  Shoe¬ 
maker,  was  crazy.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  her;  perfectly  rational. 
I  recollect  he  overtook  me  at  Fifth  and  Vine  streets,  and  showed  me  a 
check  in  his  hand  ;  this  was  between  1839  and  1844;  and  said,  there 
was  the  last  of  his  wife’s  property  ;  (he  had  been  selling  some  stock, 
I  think,  I  don’t  know  positively  about  the  stock  ;)  that  he  had  Shoe¬ 
maker  family  in  his  possession  now  ;  that  he  was  bound  to  break 
down  their  abominable  pride.  I  observed  to  him  he  had  done  that 
effectually ;  that  any  one  who  knew  his  wife  knew  that.  He  did  not 
explain  his  kneeling ;  he  gave  no  cause,  nor  reason.  I  never  men- 
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tioned  it  to  him  afterwards.  I  visited  Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  Asy-» 
lum,  week  after  the  sale,  with  Edward  Richie.  Morgan  Hinchman 
came  into  the  room  and  met  us  cordially  ;  shook  hands  with  both  of 
us.  I  told  him  1  had  been  up  to  the  sale  of  his  property  ;  he  made 
many  inquiries,  how  things  sold,  inquired  about  the  stock,  grain,  and 
other  things.  I  gave  him  a  pretty  full  account  of  the  sale.  I  was 
there  nearly  the  whole  time  of  the  sale  ,*  staid  two  days  ;  he  said  he 
would  like  to  get  out ;  he  would  be  glad  if  1  would  interest  myself  with 
his  friends;  use  my  influence.  I  told  him  I  thought  he  would  be  out 
in  proper  time.  I  endeavored  to  console  him ;  I  asked  him  how  he  was ;  he 
said  he  considered  himself  restored  ;  he  was  a  great  deal  better  than  when 
he  came,  that  he  knew  it  to  be  necessary  for  his  health,  he  should  have 
some  relaxation  from  business ;  that  he  had  been  very  much  harrassed 
while  he  was  at  his  farm,  and  that  it  was  necessary  he  should  undergo  a 
course  of  medicine ;  I  am  very  clear  as  to  this.  I  told  him  the  slate  of 
his  health  would  not  admit  of  his  carrying  on  his  farm  ;  he  said  he  knew 
that,  he  was  about  negotiating  with  a  person  to  take  his  farm  before  he 
came  to  the  Asylum  ;  he  was  satisfied  he  could  make  more  by  letting 
his  farm,  and  go  to  the  city  to  live.  Morris  Davis,  for  Seth  Davis,  was 
one  negotiated  ;  we  had  an  interview  of  three  or  three  and  a  half  hours. 
Edward  Richie  and  he  had  much  conversation  also,  as  to  what  was 
done  at  the  farm.  Edward  Richie  told  him,  in  order  to  carry  out  Mor¬ 
gan’s  views  in  renting  the  farm  ;  first  he  said,  Margaretta  had  sent  out 
to  Samuel  Richie;  this  was  the  time  the  Sheriff  had  made  the  levy  on 
the  personal  property  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  as  the  Sheriff  had 
made  a  levy,  they  concluded  to  make  a  fair  sale  of  it ;  to  make  the  pro¬ 
perty  bring  the  most,  they  concluded  to  let  the  Sheriff  give  notice,  &c. 
Morgan  Hinchman  expressed  no  dissatisfaction;  his  manner  towards 
Edward  Richie  was  kind  and  affable.  Never  saw  him  after  that  at  the 
Asylum.  Before  we  left,  Edward  Richie  handed  Morgan  Hinchman  a 
letter,  which  he  told  him  was  from  his  mother.  Morgan  Hinchman 
opened  it ;  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  signature,  he  took  hold  of  it  in  both 
hands,  tore  it  in  two,  and  threw  it  into  the  grate-;  Philip  Garret  sitting 
by  at  the  time,  remarked  to  him,  that  he  thought  that  act  would  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  his  mind,  he  was  not  in  a  proper  state  to  leave  the 
Asylum.  I  was  of  Philip  Garret’s  mind.  I  told  him,  I  thought  he  ought 
to  have  taken  the  letter  to  the  room  and  read  it  over;  he  said  he  want¬ 
ed  none  of  her  preaching  to  him  ;  and  I  told  him  that  I  should  not  use 
my  influence  to  get  him  out,  until  I  thought  him  better. 

I  was  at  sale.  Arrived  there  about  1  o’clock  on  first  day  of  sale. 
Went  with  Edward  Richie.  I  took  him  up  in  my  carriage.  There 
was  a  lot  of  old  barrels,  a  meat  or  ley  tub,  and  an  old  table.  Don’t 
think  the  amount  was  50  cents  of  second  days’  sale.  As  we  drove  up 
to  the  barn,  or  very  near  it,  Jesse  came  to  take  our  horse.  Edward 
Richie  went  into  house.  I  asked  Jesse  if  there  was  a  stable  for  my 
horse;  he  said  they  were  very  full,  but  he  would  try  to  find  one — he 
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found  one  at  last.  While  he  was  putting  him  up,  I  asked  Jesse  how 
they  were  getting  alortg  without  Morgan.  “  A  great  deal  better  with¬ 
out  him  than  with  him,  he  said.”  That  he  was  in  Asylum,  and  ought 
to  have  been  there  long  ago.  That  Margaretta  was  more  cheerful.  Prices 
at  first  day’s  sale  very  good.  Every  thing  brought  very  fair  prices^ 
I  heard  a  number  express  themselves  so.  A  very  large  assemblage  of 
persons  there.  Never  saw  such  a  concourse  before  on  such  an  occa¬ 
sion.  Second  day, — a  horn  the  day  before  was  missed,  and  Richie 
blew  it.  A  common  tin  horn,  to  try  whether  it  was  a  good  one.  I 
thought  Thomas  Wistar  was  not  there  at  all.  I  am  positive.  Mrs, 
Margaretta  Hinchman  at  time  of  sale, — there  when  I  left.  Staid  there 
some  days.  Did’nt  go  up  there  again.  I  did’nt  bid  at  any  thing. 
Neither  of  Richies  bid,  to  my  knowledge.  Staid  ’till  third-day.  Staid 
at  Mrs.  Hinchman’s  house.  I  remarked  peculiarities  at  Penn  Town¬ 
ship  Bank,  often.  I  went  in  sometimes  with  check.  I  recollect  seeing 
him  on  number  of  occasions  count  his  money  half  dozen  times ;  pick 
it  up,  throw  it  down — apparently  not  knowing  what  he  was  about.  The 
wife  always  very  kind  and  affectionate  towards  the  husband.  Her  dis¬ 
position  very  amiable — always  kind  to  her  children.  Never  showed 
bitternes  of  feeling  towards  her  husband.  Quite  the  reverse.  Meant 
that  any  one  that  knew  his  wife  when  she  was  married,  and  knew  her 
then,  would  know  he  had  humbled  the  pride  of  Shoemakers. 

Cross-examined. — Not  related  nor  connected  with  any  of  the  de¬ 
fendants.  Philip  Garrett  and  my  wife  very  distant  cousins.  Mr. 
Whitall’s  first  cousin  married  my  sister.  I  have  been  a  partner  of 
Samuel  Richie.  Samuel  Richie  and  I  served  our  apprenticeship  to¬ 
gether  as  bricklayers.  Been  in  city  from  that  time  to  this,  except 
a  few  months  in  western  country.  Did’nt  stop  long  in  Dr.  Ely’s  settle¬ 
ment.  Don’t  recollect  the  year  I  returned — it  was  between  1839  and 
1844.  Not  then  in  partnership  with  Samuel  Richie.  Ceased  to  be 
partners  when  in  spring  of  1841,  I  think.  Previous  to  that  I  was  at 
the  west.  I  think  I’ve  been  to  the  west  since  1837.  Had  no  family 
then.  Married  in  1840.  Can’t  tell  how  long  before  I  was  married, 
I  think  I  went^latter  part  of  August,  and  returned  about  first  of  year. 
I  think  in  1839  I  was  sent  for  to  come  to  Morgan’s  house.  Either  the 
year  he  was  married  or  next  year.  Nobody  there  when  I  went  but 
Morgan.  Nobody  the  second  time  there  but  Morgan.  The  middle  of 
the  day  I  was  there.  Only  on  one  day  such  things  took  place.  After 
1839  that  I  met  him  in  Vine  street.  I  could  not  tell  of  any  occurrence 
that  took  place  between  lime  I  saw  him  at  his  house  and  time  I  met  him 
in  Vine  street.  Don’t  remember  any  such.  Fall  of  1839  he  was  mar¬ 
ried.  From  1839,  down,  ’tis  a  blank  as  to  dates.  Very  soon  after  he 
was  married,  I  first  thought  him  unsound.  After  that,  very  likely  I 
borrowed  money  of  him.  .Whenever  he  loaned  me  the  money,  I 
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thought  him  sound.  Generally  paid  the  note  in  bank.  Borrowed  of 
me  half  a  dozen  times.  A  prompt  intelligent  man,  (business.)  I  don’t 
consider  he  was  of  sound  mind  when  he  came  to  my  house  and  run 
around,  etc.  Don’t  remember  any  thing  that  he  said  that  was  inco-^ 
herent.  It  was  between  1839  and  1844.  I  moved  to  my  house  in 
Marshall  street  in  1840.  Frequently  he  came  to  my  house,  ’till  he 
went  to  country,  and  behaved  thus.  May  have  been  fifty  times.  I  was 
friendly  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  still  am.  Don’t  recollect  his  reply 
to  me  when  1  told  him  he  had  humbled  his  wife,  etc.  He  did  execute 
a  deed  of  trust.  I  don’t  know  he  complained  of  trustees  wasting  stock, 
&c.  We  were  riding  together,  and  he  said  he  had  deed  of  trust  drawn 
up  for  his  wife’s  property ;  that  her  friends  should  not  say  he  had  mar¬ 
ried  her  for  her  money.  This  before  he  was  married — he  spoke  of  this 
deed  of  trust  afterwards ;  that  he  was  determined  to  have  this  money 
in  his  own  hands,  that  he  could  take  as  good  care  of  it  as  John  Shoe-' 
maker.  Can’t  tell  of  our  last  conversation  with  him  about  trust.  I 
kept  my  account  at  Penn  Township  Bank.  Never  told  any  of  Direc¬ 
tors  or  officers  of  bank  that  he  was  not  competent.  He  was  a  paying 
Teller.  Never  saw  money  counted  over  six  times.  I  think  I’ve  men¬ 
tioned  it  to  some  one,  but  don’t  recollect  at  what  time.  Probable  may 
have  talked  it  over  with  the  defendants.  I  have  mentioned  it  to  Ed¬ 
ward  Richie, — to  Samuel  Richie,  no  doubt,  part  of  it.  I  have  been  at 
Henry  J.  Williams’s  office.  I  don’t  think  we  ever  met  there.  I’ve 
taken  a  very  lively  interest  in  this  matter.  I  went  with  Morgan’s 
mother  and  sister.  Don’t  think  I  ever  was  invited  to  Henry  J.  Wil¬ 
liams’s  office  by  any  of  the  defendants.  Morgan  Hinchman  ceased  to 
be  in  bank  just  before  he  went  to  country.  Beginning  of  year  he  went 
to  country.  Don’t  know  he  said  to  me  he  was  promised  the  Cashier- 
ship  of  bank.  He  never  told  me  he  had  resigned  because  he  did’nt  get 
it.  Not  very  frequent  intercourse  with  him  from  time  he  left  the  bank 
’till  I  saw  him  in  Asylum.  His  deportment  correct  when  I  saw  him 
between  those  times.  First  heard  he  was  in  Asylum  very  soon  after 
he  was  put  there.  Don’t  recollect  by  whom  I  was  told.  Most  likely 
within  a  few  days  of  the  time — in  Philadelphia.  Edward  Richie  and 
myself  very  intimate, — frequently  at  his  store.  I  never  called  upon 
in  relation  to  matter;  nor  was  called  upon.  , 

I  arrived  about  1  o’clock  at  farm.  I  found  J.  D.  Michener  there. 
Samuel  Richie  and  Edward  Richie  went  with  me.  E.  Shoemaker  there, 
Charles  Shoemaker  there.  Can’t  tell  what  product  of  the  sale.  The 
furniture,  I  was  under  the  impression,  had  been  sold — but  I  learned 
alterwards  it  had  not  been  sold.  Furniture  not  removed  while  I  was 
there.  I  have  been  at  E.  Shoemaker’s  house  in  Germantown.  Never 
at  place  in  Bucks  County  but  once. 

I  think  third  day  of  the  week  I  went  out  to  Asylum.  Day  of  meet¬ 
ing  I  think.  I  did’nt  go  to  Morgan’s  mother’s  before  I  went  out.  I 
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don’t  recollect  of  Morgan’s  saying  or  doing  any  thing  unreasonably.  I 
don’t  recollect  his  saying  a  single  syllable  that  was  not  reconcilable 
with  sanity. 

Don’t  know  how  much  money  I  borrowed  from  Morgan  from  1841 
to  1844,  I  was  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Richie,  from  1841  to  1844,  I 
think.  I  did  borrow  money,  but  generally  gave  my  individual  note. 
I  won’t  say  I  did’nt  give  Matlack  &  Richie’s  note  to  Morgan  Hinchman. 
I  have  some  of  the  notes.  Twelfth  February,  1843.  Very  probable 
I  borrowed  from  Morgan  Hinchman  $101  on  my  individual  credit.  I 
think  a  note,  one  or  more,  matured  after  he  went  to  country.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  drawing  a  lease  for  me.  Prob¬ 
ably  he  drew  articles  of  partnership.  Did’nt  know  of  Morgan’s  going 
to  be  taken  to  the  Asylum.  I  don’t  recollect  I  ever  went  for  any  wit¬ 
nesses,  to  bring  them  to  Commissioner’s  office.  1  merely  went  to 
Doylestown  to  hear  the  argument  in  the  matter.  Don’t  recollect  I 
prompted  counsel  in  asking  questions  at  Commissioner’s  office. 

Chief. — There  were  occasional  instances  of  fits  that  I  have  spoken 
of.  Never  borrowed  money  from  him  when  he  was  in  these  fits  ;  which 
lasted  for  several  days  sometimes.  Would  leave  him  in  these  fits,  and 
would  see  him  again.  I  did’nt  consider  him  competent  to  transact  busi¬ 
ness  when  he  was  in  these  fits. 

Two  papers  offered  for  plaintiff. 

First  read  as  follows :  Endorsed,  Revocation  of  Trust. 

To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come:  I,  Margaretta  S. 
Hinchman,  wife  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  of  the  District  of  Spring  Gar¬ 
den,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  send  Greeting  :  Whereas,  in  and 
by  a  certain  indenture,  or  marriage  settlement,  dated  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-nine,  I,  the  said  Margaretta,  then  Margaretta  Shoemaker, 
did  grant  and  assign  unto  John  W,  Shoemaker,  of  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  all  my  estate 
whatsoever,  in  possession,  reversion  or  remainder ;  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  same,  with  the  incidents  and  appurtenances,  in  trust,  nevertheless, 
to  and  for  the  uses,  intents  and  purposes  therein  particularly  mentioned 
and  declared,  with  a  proviso  therein  contained  in  the  words  following, 
that  is  to  say :  “  and  provided  further,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  her,  the  said  Margaretta  Shoemaker,  by  any  instrument  to  be  by 
her  signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of  at  least  two  credible  witnesses, 
to  revoke,  alter,  or  annul  all  or  any  of  the  trusts  hereby  declared,  and 
to  declare  other  or  new  trusts  of  and  concerning  the  same,  as  she  shall 
or  may  see  fit  or  proper,  whether  she  be  covert  or  sole,  anything  here¬ 
inbefore  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwithstanding,” 
as  in  and  by  the  said  recited  indenture,  reference  being  thereunto  had 
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will  fully  appear.  Now,  know  ye,  that  I,  the  said  Margaretta,  in  pur¬ 
suance  and  execution,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  reserved 
to  me,  in  and  by  the  above  recited  indenture,  to  revoke,  alter,  and  an¬ 
nul  all  or  any  of  the  trusts  thereby  declared,  have  thought  proper,  in 
execution  of  the  said  power  and  authority  reserved  to  me,  in  and  by 
the  above  recited  indenture,  to  revoke,  alter,  and  annul  all  or  any  of 
the  trusts  thereby  declared,  have  thought  proper,  in  execution  of  the 
said  power,  to  revoke,  alter,  and  annul,  and  hereby  do  revoke,  alter, 
and  annul  all  and  every  the  trusts  thereby  created,  and  in  lieu  thereof, 
do  by  these  presents  declare  new  trusts,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  uses 
and  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  said  John 
W.  Shoemaker,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  shall  stand 
possessed  of  the  said  estate  above  mentioned,  in  trust  to  and  for  the  sole 
use  and  benefit  of  my  husband,  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  and  in  trust,  that  he,  the  said 
John  W.  Shoemaker,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  shall 
and  do,  upon  the  I’equest  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  assign,  transfer,  and  set  over  unto  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  his 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  to  and  for  his  and  their 
own  proper  use  and  benefit,  all  the  said  estate  above  mentioned,  abso¬ 
lutely,  free  and  discharged  from  any  trust  whatsoever.  In  witness 
whereof,  I,  the  said  Margaretta,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal, 
this  tenth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  forty -two. 

MARGARETTA  S.  HINCHMAN,  [seal.] 

Sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of  us. 

Sa3iuel  Williams, 

Elwood  Mokris. 

Know  all  men  that  I,  Morgan  Hinchman,  (above  named,)  have  and 
hereby  do  request  John  W.  Shoemaker,  trustee  above  mentioned,  to 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  assign,  transfer,  and  set  over  unto  me,  the  said 
Morgan  Hinchman,  my  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
to  and  for  my,  and  their  own  proper  use  and  benefit,  all  the  said  estate 
(above  mentioned  in  the  beforegoing  instrument  of  writing,)  absolutely 
freed  and  discharged  from  any  trust  whatsoever. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

City  of  Philadelphia^ 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  George  W.  Williams,  Notary  Public, 
for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  dwelling  in  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Elwood  Morris,  one  of  the  witnesses  to  the  foregoing  written 
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instrument  or  revocation  of  trust,  and  on  his  solemn  affirmation,  duly 
administered  according  to  law,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  he,  the  said 
Elwood  Morris,  and  Samuel  Williams,  the  other  subscribing  witness  to 
the  execution  of  the  said  instrument,  were  personally  present,  and  did 
see  and  hear  Margaretta  S,  Hinchman,  (wife  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  of 
the  District  of  Spring  Garden,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,)  sign, 
seal,  and  deliver  the  said  instrument  or  revocation  of  trust ;  and  fur¬ 
ther,  that  she  did  request  this  deponent,  and  the  said  Samuel  Williams 
to  sign  the  same  as  witnesses,  and  the  same  was  so  signed  and  attested 
in  her  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  and  that  the  name, 
Samuel  Williams,  thereto  signed  as  a  witness,  is  of  the  proper  hand¬ 
writing  of  the  said  Samuel  Williams,  and  the  name,  Elwood  Morris, 
thereto  set  as  a  witness,  is  of  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  El¬ 
wood  Morris,  the  deponent ;  and  further,  that  the  signature  of  “  Mar¬ 
garetta  S.  Hinchman,”  to  the  said  instrument,  is  the  proper  handwrit¬ 
ing  of  the  said  Margaretta  S.  Hinchman,  by  her  signed. 

ELWOOD  MORRIS,  [seal.] 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  ? 
before  me.  S 


witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
affixed  my  Notarial  Seal,  this  sixteenth  day  of  September, 

mm  A.  D.  1842. 

GEORGE  W.  WILLIAMS, 

Notary  Public. 


The  eighth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-two,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  an  Alderman  of  the  County  of 
Philadelphia,  came  Margaretta  S.  Hinchman,  (wife  of  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man,)  and  acknowledged  the  beforegoing  instrument  of  writing,  or  re¬ 
vocation  of  trust,  to  be  her  act  and  deed  ;  the  said  Margaretta  S.  being 
of  full  age, .and  by  me  examined  separate  and  apart  from  her  said  hus¬ 
band,  declared  she  signed  and  sealed  the  same  voluntarily,  without  any 
coercion  or  compulsion  of  her  said  husband ;  the  full  contents  thereof 
being  first  by  me  made  known  unto  her.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal, 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

NATHAN  R.  POTTS,  Alderman,  [seal.] 


Montgomery  County,  S5. 

Recorded  in  the  Recorder’s  Office,  at  Norristown,  in  and  for  said 
county,  in  miscellaneous  book.  No.  5,  page  443,  &c.  Witness  my 
hand  and  seal  of  office,  October  the  28th,  1842. 

TOBIAS  SELLERS,  Recorder,  [seal.] 

Received,  Novembe'r  29th,  1842,  from  John  W.  Shoemaker,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  certificates  of  loans  and  stocks,  to  wit ;  Certificate  for  eleven 
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hundred  dollars  of  six  per  cent,  loan  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga¬ 
tion  Company,  payable  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  from  the  5th  day 
of  September,  1835;  certificate  for  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
of  five  per  cent.  Pennsylvania  State  Loan,  payable  at  the  expiration  of 
twenty-five  years,  from  December  1,  1828  ;  certificate  for  eight  shares 
of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania.  The  said  certificate  for 
eleven  hundred  dollars  of  six  per  cent.  Lehigh  Loan,  together  with  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  heretofore  received  from  the  said  John  W. 
Shoemaker,  on  the  17th  day  of  9th  month,  1839,  is  substituted  for, 
and  is  hereby  acknowledged  to  be  received  in  lieu  of  a  certificate  for 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  five  per  cent.  Philadelphia  City  Loan,  which 
was  conveyed  with  the  other  certificates  and  stocks  to  the  said  John  W. 
Shoemaker,  in  trust  for  the  purposes  mentioned  and  set  forth  by  the 
indenture  within  referred  to.  And  the  said  John  W.  Shoemaker,  hav¬ 
ing  transferred  to  me  the  said  certificates  of  loans  and  stocks,  he  is 
hereby  fully  discharged  from  all  liability  arising  from  the  trust  within 
referred  to.  This  being  a  complete  settlement  with  the  said  John  W. 
Shoemaker,  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  said  trust.  He  having 
this  day  executed  to  me  a  conveyance  of  all  the  trust  estate  within 
mentioned.  This  receipt  not  to  bar  any  claim  against  the  said  John 
W.  Shoemaker,  as  executor  of  the  estate  of  Charles  Shoemaker,  de- 
C0ctS0ci 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Witness  present,  } 

Ch.  Gibbons.  ^ 

Mr.  Williams  calls  for  Deed  of  Trust,  Margaretta  Hinchman  to 
Charles  Shoemaker,  and  endorsed  by  Morgan  Hinchman  :  and  Mr. 
Reed  says  they  have  not  got  it,  but  will  produce  it.  The  deed  of  trust 
presented,  dated  24th  8th  month,  1839,  in  Mr.  Hinchman’s  handwrit¬ 
ing, — read  by  Mr.  Gibbons,  as  follows: — 

This  Indenture,  made  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  eighth  month, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine; 
Between  Margaretta  Shoemaker,  of  Cheltenham  Township,  in  the 
County  of  Montgomery,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  W.  Shoemaker,  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Merchant,  of  the  other  part.  Whereas^  a 
marriage  is  intended  by  divine  permission  to  be  had  and  solemnized 
between  the  said  Margaretta  Shoemaker  and  Morgan  Hinchman,  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  aforesaid.  And  it  has  been  agreed  to  settle  the 
estate  of  the  said  Margaretta  in  the  manner  hereinafter  specified,  with 
the  consent  of  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  which  is  testified  by  his 
sifTnino"  this  Indenture  as  a  witness.  'Now  this  Indenture  witnesseth. 

O  O 

that  the  said  Margaretta  Shoemaker,  in  consideration  of  such  intended 
marriage,  and  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  also  in  consideration  of  one 
dollar  to  her  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  John  W.  Shoemaker  at  the  time 
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of  the  execution  hereof,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged  f 
hath  granted,  bargained  and  sold,  aliened,  enfeoffed,  released  and  con^ 
firmed,  assigned,  transferred  and  set  over;  and  by  these  presents  doth 
grant,  bargain  and  sell,  alien,  enfeoff,  release  and  confirm,  assign,  trans¬ 
fer  and  set  over  unto  the  said  John  VV.  Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  all  the  estate  of  the  said  Margaretta  Shoe¬ 
maker,  whatsoever,  and  wheresoever,  in  possession,  reversion  or  remain¬ 
der;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  with  the  incidents  and  appurtenan¬ 
ces,  unto  the  said  John  W.  Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors,  adminis¬ 
trators  and  assigns,  forever.  In  trust  nevertheless^  to  and  for  the  uses 
and  purposes  following,  that  is  to  say  ;  In  trusty  that  he  the  said  John 
W.  Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall 
and  will  permit  and  suffer  her,  the  ^id  Margaretta  Shoemaker,  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  collect  the  income,  dividenas  and  interest,  and  proceeds  there¬ 
of,  while  thereof,  while  sole,  and  during  her  coverture,  upon  her  own 
receipt,  for  her  sole  and  separate  use  and  benefit,  without  the  same 
being  impleaded,  or  in  any  way  liable  to  the  control  or  engagements 
of  her  intended  husband ;  and  if  the  said  Margaretta  Shoemaker  shall 
survive  her  intended  husband;  and  if  the  said  Margaretta  Shoemaker 
shall  survive  her  intended  husband,  then  that  he  the  said  John  VV, 
Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  grant 
and  convey,  assign  and  transfer  the  said  estate  to  the  said  Margaretta 
Shoemaker,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  if  the  said  Margaretta 
•Shoemaker  shall  not  survive  her  intended  husband,  then  that  he,  the 
said  John  VV.  Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
shall  grant,  convey,  assign,  transfer  and  assure  the  said  estate  to  such 
person  or  persons,  and  for  such  estate  and  estates  as  she,  the  said  Mar¬ 
garetta  Shoemaker,  shall  by  any  instrument,  in  the  nature  of  a  last  will 
and  testament,  under  her  hand  and  seal  executed,  in  the  presence  of  at 
least  two  credible  witnesses,  notwithstanding  her  coverture,  direct,  limit 
and  appoint.  And  in  case  of  no  such  appointment,  and  the  death  of  the 
said  Margaretta  before  her  intended  husband ;  that  then  the  said  John 
W.  Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall 
convey  and  assign  the  said  estate  to  such  person  or  persons  (and  for 
such  estate  and  estates,)  as  would  be  entitled  to  the  same  if  the  said 
Margaretta  had  survived  her  intended  husband,  and  afterwards  died 
intestate,  in  such  manner  as  such  persons  would  in  such  case  be  entitled 
to  by  law.  Provided  always^  and  upon  this  special  trust  and  confi¬ 
dence,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  John  Shoemaker, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns;  and  he  the  said  John 
W.  Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall 
and  will,  upon  the  request  in  writing  of  her,  the  said  Margaretta  Shoe¬ 
maker,  grant,  bargain  and  sell,  assign  and  transfer  all  or  any  part  of 
the  said  estate  to  such  person  or  persons  as  she,  the  said  Margaretta, 
notwithstanding  her  coverture,  shall  or  may  thereby  order  and  direct, 
(paying  the  nett  prpceedsof  sale  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Margaretta,) 
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without  the  said  John  W.  Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors,  administra¬ 
tors  or  assigns  being  in  any  way  liable  for  the  application,  misappli¬ 
cation,  or  nonapplication  of  the  consideration  money  therefor.  And 
provided  further^  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Marga- 
retta  Shoemaker,  by  any  instrument,  to  be  by  her  signed  and  sealed  in 
the  presence  of  at  least  two  credible  witnesses,  to  revoke,  alter  or  annul 
all  or  any  of  the  trusts  hereby  created,  and  to  declare  other  or  new 
trusts  of  and  concerning  the  same,  as  she  shall  or  may  see  fit  and 
proper,  whether  she  be  covert  or  sole,  any  thing  hereinbefore  contained 
to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwithstanding.  And  further,  that 
she,  the  said  Margaretta,  (whether  covert  or  sole,)  shall  and  may  at  any 
time  by  any  writing  to  be  by  her  signed  and  sealed,  in  the  presence  of 
two  or  more  credible  witnesses,  release  and  discharge  the  said  John  W. 
Shoemaker,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  of  and  from 
the  trusts  hereby  declared,  and  appoint  another  or  other  new  trustee 
or  trustees,  with  like  or  other  powers  and  trusts  of  and  concerning  the 
said  estate. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  interchangeably  set  their 
hands  and  seals  hereunto  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

MARGARETTA  SHOEMAKER,  [seal.] 
JOHN  W.  SHOEMAKER,  [seal.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us.  ] 

Note.  The  words  “  paying  the  nett  proceeds 
into  the  hands  of  the  said  Margaretta,”  being 
first  interlined  between  the  19th  and  20th  | 
lines  from  the  bottom.  J 

Morgan  Hinchman. 

Isaac  Shoemaker. 


State  op  Pennsylvania, 

City  of  Philadelphia, 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  before  me  the 
subscriber,  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  personally  came  Isaac 
Shoemaker,  of  the  said  city.  Merchant,  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses 
to  the  execution  of  the  forewritten  Indenture  or  Deed  of  Trust;  and  on 
his  solemn  affirmation,  duly  administered  according  to  law,  doth  declare 
and  say  that  he  did  see  Margaretta  Shoemaker  and  John  W.  Shoemaker, 
the  parties  to  the  said  Indenture,  seal,  sign,  and  as  their  and  each  of 
their  act  and  deed  deliver  the  same,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein 
mentioned.  That  he  did  see  Morgan  Hinchman,  the  other  witness  of 
such  sealing  and  delivery,  sign  his  name  thereto  as  such,  and  that  the 
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hame  Isaac  Shoemaker,”  thereto  set  and  subscribed  as  a  witness,  is 
of  this  affirmants  own  proper  and  respective  handwriting. 

ISAAC  SHOEMAKER. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  the  day  and 
year  aforesaid,  before  me.  Witness  my 
hand  and  seaL 

Peter  Christian^  Alderman^  [l.s.] 

Knovj  all  men  hy  these  presents^  That  R  John  W.  Shoemaker,  the 
Trustee  named  in  the  foregoing  Indenture,  by  virtue  of  a  certain  in-* 
strumentof  writing  by  Margaretta  Hinchman,  (late  Shoemaker,)  signed 
and  sealed,  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  and  by  her  duly  acknowR 
edged,  and  recorded  in  the  Recorder’s  office  of  Montgomery  County^ 
at  Norristown,  in  Miscellaneous  Book  No.  5,  page  443  j  have  granted^ 
bargained,  sold,  assigned,  transferred  and  set  over,  and  do  by  these 
presents  grant,  bargain,  sell,  assign,  transfer  and  set  over  unto  Morgan 
Hinchman,  the  husband  of  the  said  Margaretta,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  all  the  estate  of  the  said  Margaretta,  con-* 
veyed  to  me  by  the  foregoing  indenture,  and  which  I  now  hold  in  trust 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  same 
unto  the  said  Morgan  Hinchman,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  to  and  for  his  and  their  own  proper  use  and  benefit,  abso-* 
lutely  free,  and  discharged  from  any  trust  whatsoever. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this 
eighteenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two. 

JOHN  W.  SHOEMAKER,’^[l.s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Charles  Gibbons, 

B.  Newcomb. 

And  it  is  endorsed 

Deed  of  Trust.  Margaretta  Shoemaker 

to 

^  John  W.  Shoemaker. 

In  trust  to  permit  and  suffer. 

(C.  Hinchman.) 

Also  C.  G.,  No.  1,  27  October,  1847. 

J.  H. 

Revocation  of  trust  as  to  84,000,  &c.,  read  by  Mr.  Gibbons,  dated 
80th  of  7lh  month,  1842,  as  follows : 

Whereas^  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  was,  in  and  by  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  my  late  father,  Charles  Shoemaker,  made  paya-* 
ble  to  me  on  the  death  of  my  dear  mother  ;  and  vjliereas,  the  said  sum 
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is  now  due  and  payable  by  the  executors  of  my  father,  agreeably  to 
his  said  will,  my  said  mother  having  deceased  in  the  third  month  last ; 
and  I  am  desirous  the  said  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  should  be  paid 
to  my  husband,  Morgan  Hinchman  ; 

And  ivhereaSy  in  and  by  a  certain  deed  of  trust  or  marriage  settle¬ 
ment,  I  did  grant  all  my  estate  unto  John  W.  Shoemaker,  in  trust,  as 
therein  mentioned,  with  power  of  revocation,  and  other  powers  to  me 
therein  given  and  reserved ;  and  the  said  John  W.  Shoemaker,  by  a 
certain  receipt  or  declaration  under  his  hand,  dated  the  sixth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1839,  did  acknowledge  and  declare,  that  all  the  estate  of  me, 
the  said  Margaretta  Shoemaker,  conveyed  to  him  by  the  said  deed  of 
trust,  was  comprised  in  certain  certificates  of  loans  and  stock,  in  said 
receipt  or  declaration  particularly  mentioned  ;  ayid  whereas^  doubts  may 
arise  as  to  who  is  entitled  to  receive  the  said  sum  of  four  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  and  whether  the  same  passed  under  the  said  marriage  settlement ; 
and,  I  desiring  my  said  husband  shall  receive  the  same.  Now,  know 
all  men,  that  by  virtue  of,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  and  autho¬ 
rity  to  me  given,  in,  and  by  the  said  marriage  settlement  or  deed  of 
trust,  I  do  hereby  direct,  that  the  said  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  be 
paid  to  my  said  husband,  Morgan  Hinchman,  or  his  order;  hereby  ex¬ 
pressly  revoking,  annulling,  and  utterly  making  void  all  and  every,  the 
trusts  created  by  the  said  deed  of  trust,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  said 
sum  of  four  thousand  dollars.  In  witness  whereof,  I,  Margaretta  S. 
Hinchman,  (late  Shoemaker,)  wife  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  have  here¬ 
unto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  thirtieth  day  of  the  seventh  month, 
A.  D.  1842. 

MARGARETTA  S.  HINCHMAN.  [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  > 
in  the  presence  of  us.  ^ 

Samuel  Williams, 

D.  R.  Evans, 

S.  H.  Williams. 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Aldermen  in  and  for  the  City 
of  Philadelphia,  came  the  within  named  Margaretta  S.  Hinchman, 
(wife  of  Morgan  Hinchman,)  and  acknowledged  she  signed  and  sealed 
the  within  direction  or  instrument  of  writing,  as  her  act  and  deed ;  the 
said  Margaretta  S.  being  of  full  age,  and  by  me  examined  separate 
and  apart  from  her  said  husband,  declared  she  signed  and  sealed  the 
same  voluntarily,  without  any  coercion  or  compulsion  of  her  said  hus¬ 
band  ;  the  full  contents  thereof  being  by  me  first  made  known  unto 
her.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  eleventh  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two. 

J.  MITCHELL,  Alderman,  [seal.] 
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TJie  Executors  of  Charles  Shoemaker^  deceased^ 

To  Morgan  Hinchman,  Er, 


1842. 

March  15.  To  legacy  of  said  decedent  to  his  daughter 
Margaretta,  payable  at  the  death  of  her 
mother,  ------  ^4,000  00 

1843. 

April  21.  To  thirteen  months  and  six  days  interest,  -  264  00 


^4,264  00 


1842.  Or, 

October  12.  By  cash  on  account, 

October  26.  By  cash  on  account, 

1843. 

Feb’ry  23.  By  cash  on  account, 

April  21.  By  six  months  and  nine  days  in¬ 
terest  on  $500, 

By  five  months  and  twenty-six 
days  interest,  on  $900,  - 
By  one  month  and  twenty-nine 
days  interest,  on  $1,600, 


$500  00 
900  00 

1,600  00 
15  75 
26  40 
15  73 


$3,057  88 


$1,206  12 


Received,  Philadelphia,  10th  month  12th,  1842,  of  Isaac,  John  W. 
and  Charles  H.  Shoemaker,  executors  of  Charles  Shoemaker,  de¬ 
ceased,  five  hundred  dollars,  on  account  of  the  legacy  of  four  thousand 
dollars,  payable  to  my  wife  on  the  death  of  her  mother. 

$500.  MORGAN  HINCHMAN, 

MARGARETTA  S.  HINCHMAN. 


Received,  Philadelphia,  October  26th,  1842,  of  Isaac,  John  W.  and 
Charles  H.  Shoemaker,  executors  of  Charles  Shoemaker,  late  of  Chel¬ 
tenham,  in  the  County  of  Montgomery,  deceased,  nine  hundred  dollars, 
on  account  of  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars,  which  the  said  Charles 
Shoemaker  directed  to  be  paid  to  his  daughter  Margaretta,  on  the  death 
of  her  mother. 

$900.  MORGAN  HINCHMAN, 

MARGARETTA  S.  HINCHMAN. 
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Received,  Philadelphia,  February  23,  1843,  of  Isaac,  John  W.  and 
Charles  H.  Shoemaker, ’executors  of  Charles  Shoemaker,  deceased, 
sixteen  hundred  dollars,  on  account  of  the  legacy  of  four  thousand 
dollars,  which  said  decedent  directed  to  be  paid  to  his  daughter  Mar- 
garetta,  on  the  death  of  her  mother. 

$1,600,  MORGAN  HINCHMAN, 

MaRGARETTA  S.  HINCHMAN. 

Received,  Philadelphia,  April  21,  1843,  of  Isaac,  John  W.  and 
Charles  H.  Shoemaker,  executors  of  Charles  Shoemaker,  deceased, 
twelve  hundred  and  six  dollars,  in  full. 

$1,206  MORGAN  HINCHMAN, 

MARGARETTA  S.  HINCHMAN. 

We  produce  the  deed  of  trust,  Mr.  Read  says ;  and  all  on  the  paper 
we  produce. 

The  revocations  produced  by  defendant’s  counsel. 

John  Finley^  sworn. 

Have  been  engaged  at  the  Friends’  Asylum  since  the  middle  of  De¬ 
cember,  1846;  since  the  13fh  of  December,  1846,  I  have  acted  in 
different  capacities ;  between  eight  or  ten  days,  medical  nurse,  and  then 
watchman,  till  the  1st  of  April,  1847  ;  then  employed  with  walking 
out  the  patients,  and  had  the  care  of  the  library.  From  beginning  of 
1847,  till  1st  of  April,  watchman;  from  April  1st,  care-taker,  walk 
out  with  the  patients,  and  have  charge  of  the  library ;  still  hold  that 
situation,  Morgan  Hinchman  was  placed  in  the  upper  wing ;  that  is 
the  best  part  of  the  house ;  he  always  slept  in  the  same  room,  as  long 
as  he  was  there ;  dined  in  the  upper  day-room  ;  ate  there  all  his  meals  ; 
he  went  down  stairs  to  board,  I  think,  the  latter  part  of  May,  with 
Mr.  Garret,  in  the  office,  with  his  family,  the  officer  of  the  institution, 
the  matron,  and  some  relatives,  and  occasionally  chosen  few  of  the 
patients.  At  the  time  Morgan  Hinchman  was  placed  there,  I  consi¬ 
dered  he  was  considerably  excited ;  in  one  respect,  I  considered  him 
under  a  delusion  or  two.  He  said  to  me,  he  thought  the  medicine  the 
physicians  were  giving  him  there  was  for  the  venereal  disease,  which 
I  considered  was  a  delusion.  He  was  one  day  in  the  bath  room,  and 
told  me  to  look  at  his  eyes,  that  he  thought  there  was  a  crazy  look  in 
his  eyes ;  he  has  told  me  his  mother  was  crazy ;  he  said  his  wife  was 
as  crazy  as  himself.  At  some  times  he  spoke  in  favorable  terms  of  his 
wife,  at  other  times  he  spoke  very  disparagingly  of  her ;  occasionally 
very  affectionately  of  her.  I  think  he  said  he  did’nt  consider  she  had 
any  share  in  putting  him  in  the  Asylum,  and  I  think  he  sometimes  said 
the  reverse.  I  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  was  partially  insane.  I  re¬ 
collect  his  being  struck  by  Professor  Stewart.  Professor  Stewart  was 
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standing  at  one  of  the  windows,  and  Morgan  Hinchman  was  sitting  on 
the  settee,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  room  ;  Professor  made  some  re¬ 
marks  Morgan  did  not  hear;  he  got  up  and  came  towards  him,  and 
asked  Stewart  a  question,  and  Professor  turned  and  struck  him.  Pro- 
*  fessor  Stewart  is  occasionally  subject  to  dull  spells,  and  then  very  apt 
to  strike ;  on  other  occasions  his  conduct  very  gentlemanly.  I  believe 
he  was  a  very  well  informed  man  ;  Professor  in  Mary  and  William 
College,  Virginia.  Morgan  Hinchman  has  taken  pains  to  establish  to 
me  there  was  insanity  in  his  family  ;  he  has  referred  to  different  indi¬ 
viduals  of  his  family  as  being  insane  and  eccentric  ;  more  than  he  has 
referred  to. 

Cross-examined. — -Never  employed  in  an  institution  of  that  kind  be¬ 
fore  ;  been  in  a  grocery  store  before  ;  13th  of  October  previous  came 
to  this  country.  Not  accustomed  to  see  insane  persons  before  that ; 
he  appeared  considerably  roused  up  in  his  feelings — it  appeared  in  his 
deportment  and  conversation.  I  can  repeat  very  little  of  Morgan 
Hinchman’s  conversation  at  that  Asylum ;  he  was  very  restless ;  sel¬ 
dom  at  ease,  and  always  talking  ;  he  complained  very  hard  of  his  being 
put  there,  to  every  person  within  his  hearing ;  he  thought  his  friends 
had  treated  him  badly,  to  shut  him  up  there  ;  he  told  me  how  they 
brought  him ;  he  told  me  he  had  come  to  market,  and  had  brought  him 
there  from  market.  Don’t  remember  who  brought  him  out.  I  believe 
he  always  made  the  statement  to  me.  A  few  days  after  he  came,  two 
or  three,  that  he  said  they  were  treating  him  for  the  venereal  disease. 
In  his  room  when  he  made  the  remark  to  me ;  locked  up  the  night  pre¬ 
vious  ;  every  night  he  was  locked  up.  This  was  before  he  received 
the  blow  from  Professor  Stewart.  I  believe  his  eye  was  a  little  sore 
when  the  jury  were  out  there,  and  I  suppose  he  received  it  a  few  days 
before  that ;  he  said  he  did’nt  know  when  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  getting  that  disease,  unless^  ten  years  ago.  I  believe  some  con¬ 
siderable  time  after  he  went  there,  he  said  he  believed  he  looked  crazy 
out  of  the  eyes.  Don’t  know  the  exact  time.  I  said  nothing  that  I 
know.  I  saw  nothing  in  his  eyes  strange  or  queer,  and  I  thought  it  a 
delusion  ;  he  talked  to  me  of  “  Young’s  Night  Thoughts  we  read  it 
together ;  he  to  me  and  I  to  him.  Sensible  in  that  occupation.  Not 
very  often  we  read  together ;  he  told  me  of  his  having  a  difficulty  with 
the  bank,  and  that  he  had  been  accused  by  one  of  the  individuals  of 
the  bank,  of  having  taken  the  hank’s  funds,  and  appropriated  it  to  his 
own  use ;  he  said  he  had  taken  it,  but  he  made  a  debit  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count.  Cannot  recall  anything  else  that  I  considered  irregular.  I 
never  told  any  one  I  would  say  more  against  them  than  in  favor  of 
them.  Doctor  Worthington  spoke  to  me,  and  wanted  me  to  go  there, 
and  I  told  him  I  did  not  want  to  go  there,  as  I  did  not  want  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  it,  as  I  thought  it  was  a  family  affair.  I  entered  the  cells  at 
night  hourly,  from  ten  to  five.  I  did  not  enter  the  rooms.  I  threw 
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the  rays  of  light  in.  He  has  complained  very  hard  of  his  being  placed 
there.  I  know  he  has  told  me  at  one  time,  that  as  far  as  the  wife  was 
concerned,  he  believed  it  was  virility  was  the  cause ;  he  blamed  his 
mother  for  having  a  great  share  in  it ;  he  always  gave  her  a  pretty 
good  share  of  the  transaction.  Never  been,  concerned  with  crazy  people  * 
before ;  nor  of  nursing  the  sick.  The  medical  nurse  has  the  care  of  a 
certain  number  of  patients  directly,  and  has  to  distribute  the  medicine 
among  the  men ;  he  has  generally  the  care  of  the  sickest  patients. 

(Letter  shown  to  witness.) 

No  recollection  of  seeing  the  letter  before.  I  do  not  believe  it  was 
ever  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Hinchman.  I  was  watchman  when  Morgan 
came  in.  I  believe  Morgan  Hinchman  was  sitting  on  a  settee,  when 
Professor  Stewart  struck  him  ;  only  once  struck  in  my  presence.  The 
patients  in  the  upper  room,  said  to  be  of  better  mind.  Mr.  Stout  had 
been  a  very  respectable  man ;  he  became  a  little  offensive  in  his  habits 
latterly.  1  did  not  consider  him  offensive  at  the  time  I  went  there  ;  if 
he  had  been  very  offensive,  he  would  have  been  removed.  Doctor 
Charles  Evans  is  the  visiting  physician  ;  generally  twice  a  week.  Do 
not  think  Doctor  Evans  has  discretion  to  discharge  patients  ;  he  has 
power  to  recommend.  Benjamin  H.  Warder.  Do  not  know  Thomas 
Wistar.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  body,  within  my  hearing,  say¬ 
ing  to  Morgan,  to  forget  this  world,  &c. 

Chief. — Morgan  Hinchman  did  not  say  he  had  paid  the  money  back 
to  the  bank.  Mr.  Stout  dined  at  the  table  in  the  upper  day-room  ,* 
he  was  not  filthy  ;  the  little  noise  he  made  was  more  offensive  than  any 
thing  I  ever  saw.  No  other  offensive  man  at  the  table  up  stairs. 

Cross-examined. — Do  not  know  that  Morgan  Hinchman  complained 
of  his  odour ;  he  complained  of  him  for  spilling  a  glass  of  milk,  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

# 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday  morning,  March  2lst,  10  o’clock. 

Henry  Day.,  affirmed. 

Care-taker  of  the  Asylum.  Went  there  1st  of  April,  1847;  staid 
there  till  now ;  took  care  of  the  men’s  lodge,  south  end  of  the  build- 
inty ;  mine  lower  day-room.  Morgan  Hinchman  there  when  I  came ; 
then  he  was  taken  to  the  library,  and  taken  out  in  the  carriage  ;  at 
least  soon  after  I  came.  Library  in  garden,  which  is  about  one  acre. 
Library  inside  very  pretty  ;  books,  birds,  &c.,  in  it ;  room  pretty  large  ; 
very  comfortable.  Saw  Morgan  Hinchman  pretty  often.  I  was  not 
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in  the  apartment  when  he  was ;  he  had  the  liberty  of  the  house.  I 
should  think  his  mind  was  not  sound,  from  what  I  saw  and  observed  ; 
he  went  away  in  July,  sometime,  I  think  ;  he  had  liberty  of  the 
grounds,  the  latter  part  of  the  time  he  was  there;  going  through  the 
woods,  &c.  ;  the  enclosure  around  the  grounds  is  a  common  post  and 
rail  fence  :  he  went  out  alone  the  latter  part  of  the  time.  I  believe  he  did 
go  off  the  grounds  once.  I  heard  him  say  so.  Do  not  recollect 
where.  1  believe  he  staid  one  night  from  the  Asylum.  I  heard  them 
say  so.  Do  not  recollect  the  time  ;  a  little  before  he  went  away,  I 
think. 

Cross-examined. — I  should  suppose  he  had  his  parole  then.  I  should 
think  none  of  the  patients  had  liberty  of  the  grounds  without  their  parole. 
I  suppose  about  six  weeks  after  I  had  been  there,  that  I  saw  him  out  of 
the  yard.  Then  in  front  of  the  hall.  He  was  in  charge  of  J.  Finley 
when  I  saw  him  in  the  library.  When  his  mother  came  there,  and  he 
out  in  the  vestibule,  he  appeared  in  a  heat  of  passion.  He  turned 
from  her.  She  put  her  hand  upon  him  as  if  she  wished  him  to  listen 
to  what  she  said,  and  he  threw  it  off.  He  was  once  trying  to  electrify 
me  with  a  quill  pen.  He  took  hold  of  my  hand  and  made  passes. 
Never  saw  Dr.  Worthington  try  the  same.  Never  saw  such  a  thing 
before.  It  was  in  the  lower  day-room.  That  the  only  act  I  remember, 
I  believe  I’ve  heard  him  speak  very  disrespectful  of  his  wife  and  her 
family.  He  said  she  was  deranged,  and  came  from  a  crazy  family. 
He  told  me  he  came  to  town,  some  men  seized  him  suddenly  and 
brought  him  out  to  the  Asylum.  We  have  talked  this  subject  over 
among  the  care-takers.  After  T  was  summoned,  went  in  to  Mr.  Gar¬ 
ret  and  talked  with  him  about  it.  Never  said  he  was  perfectly  sane. 
Never  took  care  of  him.  He  told  me  he  had  been  away,  when  he  come 
back.  Not  where,  though.  He  told  me  to  see  if  he  could’nt  electrify 
me  with  a  quill.  Mentioned  this  here  for  first  time.  I  don’t  remember 
that  I  mentioned  these  circumstances  before.  Not  my  duty  to  interfere 
with  other  men’s  duties.  He  in  Abraham  Sink’s  charge.  Archibald 
McCoy  left  day  after  I  went  there.  He  crossed  pen  over  my  hand 
three,  four  or  five  times,  without  touching  it.  He  said  I  think  I  cart 
electrify  thee,  and,  &c.  Morgan  Hinchman  used  to  talk  very  simple 
and  queer,  and  I  can’t  remember,  probably  I’ve  said  something  queer 
in  the  Asylum.  I  and  Morgan  Hinchman  had  a  good  laugh  over  the 
electrifying. 

Chief, — I  formed  my  opinion  from  his  conduct  and  conversation. 

Patrick  Maynes^  sworn. 

Care-taker  at  the  Asylum.  Had  particular  charge  of  Professor  Stew¬ 
art.  He  is  a  very  pleasing  crazy  man,  except  some  times  he  has  dull 
spells,  and  then  he  is  easily  excited;  his  conversation  pleasing;  tells 
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many  beautiful  anecdotes.  He  is  very  polite  and  gentlemanly.  He? 
has  not  struck  any  one  for  some  length  of  time;  I  don’t  recollect  hi® 
striking  any  one  since  Morgan  Hinchman,  till  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 
Very  rarely  strikes  any  one  more  than  once ;  he  don’t  ever  attempt  to 
follow  them  up  and  beat  them.  He  struck  me  twice  once;  five  minutes 
apart.— ^ Was  shaving  him.  He  struck  me  first,  and  then  a  second  time 
after  I  took  him  to  his  room.  He  will  strike  those  he  has  enmity 
against.  He  has  causes  of  his  own  for  striking.  I  knew  Morgan 
Hinchman  then.  There  all  the  time  he  was  there.  From  my  perso- 
nal  observation  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  when  I  first  saw  Dr.  Worthing-^ 
ton  bring  him  in,  he  appeared  much  excited,  and  he  layed  down  by 
stove;  he  attributed  it  to  wearing  tight  boots;  had  been  in  bar-room 
night  before ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  gas  there.  And  that  not  usual 
way  for  patients  to  act.  He  said  he  had  been  employed  in  Penn  Town¬ 
ship  Bank  as  paying  teller,  and  he  was  very  attentive  in  his  duties,  and 
his  health  impaired.  I  took  him  out  sleighing  about  three  weeks  after' 
he  came.  He  said,  among  other  things,  there  had  come  a  bill  to  the 
bank ;  he  had  appropriated  the  money  to  himself,  and  wanted  to  go 
back  to  town  and  settle  it.  Three  others  with  us.  When  laying  by 
stove,  he  said  he  thought  some  catnip  tea  would  do  him  good.  At  that 
time  I  thought  his  mind  impaired.  After  his  being  there  some  time  he 
got  better.  After  there  some  time,  he  had  liberty  of  the  premises ;  and 
once  he  went  off  the  premises  with  Mr.  McCauley.  Met  him  on  the 
road  that  goes  off  to  Frankford.  Nearly  a  mile  from  Asylum.  Only 
recollect  one  time.  Then,  I  think  Mr.  McCauley  with  him.  He  a 
patient. 

Cross-examined. — Employed  by  Mr.  Garret  to  take  care  of  Profes¬ 
sor  Stewart.  Habit  of  going  riding.  Sometimes  Professor  Stewart 
along  and  sometimes  not.  Special  care-taker  of  Professor  Stewart, 
Continued  struggle  between  him  and  me  while  I  was  shaving.  I  was 
stained  with  blood.  By  times  he  is  not  safe.  Gives  no  notice  before 
he  gives  the  blow.  Some  time  after  I  saw  him,  he  laid  down  by  stove. 
Did’nt  notice  any  thing  particular  when  I  first  saw  him.  Always  under” 
impression  that  patient  is  insane  when  I  see  him  brought  there.  Dr. 
Worthington  came  in  with  him.  I  expected  he  was  insane.  He  might 
have  told  me  he  was  fatigued,  and  had  passed  a  sleepless  night.  He 
told  me  his  boots  were  tight  and  his  cap  was  tight,  and  they  stopped 
the  circulation  of  the  blood.  I  might  have  asked  him  the  cause  with^ 
out  asking  him  the  reason.  1  understood  he  said  he  had  been  in  bar¬ 
room  night  before,  and  gas  there  in  bar-room.  Took  it  for  granted  he 
was  insane  at  the  beginning.  Can’t  say  how  long  after  he  had  been 
there  Professor  Stewart  struck  him.  Saw  the  effect  of  blow  on  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman’s  eye.  On  one  occasion,  he  looked  in  glass  and  said 
he  considered  he  had  a  beastly  look ;  he  said  there  were  people  that 
had  that  look,  and  he  was  among  them.  This  some  time  after  he  came. 
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This  an  unusual  thing.  This  such  as  I  would  expect  from  an  insane 
man.  Don’t  recollect  my  answer  to  him.  I  told  it  to  Mr.  McCauley, 
and  many  others.  Mr.  McCauley,  man  that  was  getting  up  this  trial 
now  before  the  court.  He  examined  me  in  the  day-room,  and  asked 
me  what  I  had  to  say  on  the  subject.  I  told  him  if  I  was  called  up,  I 
would  do  him  no  good.  He  was  well  nearly  then  ,*  it  was  a  mania  potu 
case.  Mr.  McCauley  a  Lawyer.  And  I  told  him  I  would  hate  to  come 
before  a  court  of  justice.  He  said  he  believed  there  was  something 
matter  with  Morgan  Hinchman ;  and  he  was  improperly  kept  there,  so 
he  said.  Fine  evening  when  I  saw  him  on  the  road ;  then  on  his  pa¬ 
role.  I  understood  he  had  liberty  to  go  out.  I  have  unlocked  the  door 
for  Morgan  Hinchman  to  go  out.  No  recollection  of  any  other  insane 
act. 

Chief. — Not  usually  confined  when  Professor  Stewart  was  on  these 
spells.  I  had  orders  to  confine  him  on  such  occasions.  I  allowed  him 
all  the  liberty  1  could,  consistently  with  safety  to  myself  and  others. 
Most  of  his  time  at  mathematics,  reading,  writing,  &c.  Generally  liked 
by  the  patients.  In  the  lower  day-room  old  chronic  cases ;  some  of 
them  did  not  like  him.  Mr.  Stout  is  a  nice  looking  man,  always 
dressed  genteel.  I  saw  nothing  in  the  man  more  than  could  be  expect¬ 
ed  in  such  a  one.  I  have  heard  Morgan  Hinchman  say  he  did  not  like 
to  eat  with  him,  and  he  was  moved  to  another  place ;  he  eat  in  the 
upper  day-room;  when  he  slept  in  the  lodge.  Mr.  McCauley;  I  do  not 
know  how  long  he  has  been  there.  Morgan  Hinchman  said  he  was 
never  so  bad  afier  he  read  Dr.  Rush  on  the  mind.  Covered  with  blood 
when  Professor  Stewart  struck  me ;  in  the  mouth  or  nose. 

Cross-examined. — I  was  cut  when  I  bled. 

Mordecai  L.  Davjson,  affirmed. 

One  of  the  inquest  in  Morgan  Hinchman’s  case.  Some  two  years 
since,  the  Sheriff  came  to  my  office,  and  requested  me  to  serve  as  a 
juryman  in  the  above  case ;  had  heard  the  jury  was  to  be  summoned  ; 
previous,  my  friend  William  Biddle,  came  to  my  counting-house,  as 
usual  every  day,  and  told  me  he  had  that  morning  shown  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  from  Bucks  County  to  Eli  K.  Price’s  office,  who  had  informed 
him  of  the  object  of  him,  in  coming  to  the  city.  When  at  the  count¬ 
ing-house,  the  Sheriff  called  ;  he  requested  us  both  to  serve  on  this  jury  ; 
no  intimation  of  being  so  called,  before  I  was  called  upon  by  the  She¬ 
riff.  I  heard  nothing  said  of  a  list  of  jurors,  that  had  been  prepared 
for  this  case.  Mr.  Biddle’s  remark  to  me  entirely  casual.  I  was  de¬ 
sirous  of  being  excused,  and  tried  so  to  prevail  on  him  as  to  excuse  me. 

I  do  not  recollect  assigning  any  reasons  to  him;  he  was  unwilling  to 
release  either  of  us ;  after  considerable  conversation  I  consented  to 
serve,  provided  he  could  not  fill  the  jury  without  me.  I  believed  he  had 
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authority  to  compel  me but  on  account  of  our  acquaintance  Tor  years, 
I  did  not  like  to  compel  him  to  compel  me.  I  conceived  it  to  be  a  per¬ 
sonal  favor  to  the  Sheriff ;  that  I  was  obliging  a  friend  ;  this  was  about 
o’clock;  he  told  us  to  be  at  his  office  at  1  o’clock,  of  that  day, 
at  which  time  we  were  there.  Do  not  remember  who  was  there  at  the 
time ;  never  told  the  jury  was  not  complete.  After  considerable  de¬ 
lay,  about  2  o’clock,  we  proceeded  to  the  Asylum;  two  carriages  con¬ 
veying  the  jury ;  and  on  our  arrival  there,  the  examination  commenced  ; 
taking  the  matron’s  parlour  on  the  left  side  of  the  entrance.  Jury  then 
sworn  ;  four  witnesses  then  examined  ;  first.  Doctor  Griscom,  who  de¬ 
sirous  of  being  released  ;  then  the  two  Richies ;  do  not  remember  their 
first  names;  then  Doctor  Worthington  ;  after  this,  suggested  to  bring 
in  Morgan  ;  he  was  ushered  into  the  room  and  shook  hands  with  all  he 
knew.  My  impression  is,  that  all  the  testimony  was  taken  before  he, 
Morgan,  came  in.  Eli  K.  Price  had  opened  the  matter  with  some 
general  remarks,  defining  our  duty.  When  Morgan  Hinchman  came 
in,  Eli  K.  Price  spoke  to  him,  and  said,  we  were  all  his  friends.  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  commenced  conversing,  and  continued  so  to  do,  all  the 
time  he  was  in  the  room,  about  one  hour ;  his  manner  was  very 
hasty,  his  conversation  very  rapid,  and  rapid  in  his  progress  from  one 
subject  to  another.  I  put  the  question  to  him,  as  it  had  been  given  in 
evidence  against  him.  I  asked  him  whether  he  did  not  own  a  large 
property  in  Wilkesbarre;  he  turned  very  promptly  and  hastily  queried, 
Who  told  thee  sol  I  said  it  mattered  not,  I  wished  to  know.  He  im¬ 
mediately  said,  I  said  that  when  I  was  excited.  My  impression,  I  also 
queried  of  him  as  to  his  bodily  health,  whether  he  did  not  consider  that 
he  was  in  venereal  ward  ;  he  said,  he  said  this  when  in  an  excited  state, 
or  state  of  excitement;  he  conversed  generally  with  Eli  K.  Price,  he 
spoke  as  an  individual  would  who  had  two  hours  conversation  to  do  in 
one.  I  mean  by  its  rapidity.  My  impression  decidedly  was,  that  he 
was  insane.  Had  experience  as  a  manager  of  insane  institutions.  I 
have  been  a  manager  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  I  am  now. 
Prior  to  that,  connected  as  a  manager  of  the  Friends’  Asylum,  at  Frank- 
ford.  Professor  Stewart,  a  patient  there  then.  I  remember  him  well. 
I  frequently  visited  him ;  found  him  very  polite  and  agreeable ; 
always  ascertained  his  particular  state  of  mind  before  I  went  to  see 
him  ;  a  man  of  very  superior  order  of  intellect.  When  in  his  spells, 
advisable  to  keep  out  of  the  way ;  to  leave  his  room  ;  his  conversation 
very  intelligent  when  not  under  these  spells. 

(Certificate  shown  to  witness.) 

I  believe  it  to  be  in  the  usual  form  of  a  certificate  of  admission  to 
that  Asylum.  Not  aware  of  any  difference  in  the  queries  now'  and 
then.  Very  similar  with  those  of  other  institutions.  Not  necessary  to 
answer  those  queries  for  admission  to  the  institution ;  it  is  desirable 
they  should  be  answered  ;  object  of  the  inquiries  to  inform  the  physi- 
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cian  of  the  institution,  of  his  peculiar  malady.  Do  not  know  that  I 
ever  saw  that  specific  paper  before.  All  that  is  requisite  for  a  mana¬ 
ger  to  sign  a  certificate  of  admission,  is  the  certificate  of  a  respectable 
physician  ;  whether  the  rules  and  regulations  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
are  printed  or  written,  I  do  not  know.  There  are  rules  for  the  insti¬ 
tution. 

Question, — Whether  the  superintendent  is  not  bound  to  admit  a  pa¬ 
tient  in  the  Asylum,  when  certificate  signed  by  a  physician,  and  order 
of  admission  presented. 

Objected  to. 

I  know  of  no  printed  rules,  I  have  no  recollection  of  an  intimacy 
with  the  Richies,  prior  to  this  matter.  I  think  I  knew  one  of  the 
Richies  before ;  had  met  two  or  three  times  a  year  in  the  Board  of  the 
Bible  Society.  All  the  witnesses  affirmed.  No  interference  with  the 
jury  by  any  of  the  witnesses  in  relation  to  their  verdict.  Doctor  Gris- 
com  is  a  physician  of  respectable  standing  in  every  respect. 

(Printed  form  of  the  certificate  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.) 

This  is  one  of  the  printed  forms. 

Cross-examined. — If  I  have  been  attorney  for  Anna  W.  Hinchman, 
it  was  a  little  act  of  kindness  once.  Never  present  when  the  subject 
of  Morgan’s  arrest  was  introduced.  Never  the  subject  of  my  conver¬ 
sation  with  any  one  prior  to  my  serving  on  the  jury.  I  had  heard  of 
his  being  in  the  Asylum  ;  spoken  of  by  the  mother,  when  I  transiently 
met  her.  Do  not  recollect  hearing  of  his  being  taken  there  prior  to 
my  serving  on  the  jury. ;  but  suppose  I  must  have  known  of  it  before. 
Mr.  Biddle  spoke  nothing  of  the  circumstances  of  Morgan  Hinchman, 
except  what  I  have  already  said.  I  knew  Mr.  Biddle  had  collected 
ground  rents  for  the  mother;  he  did  not  communicate  this  to  the  She¬ 
riff,  not  to  my  knowledge ;  nor  did  he  say  he  took  the  Commissioner 
to  Eli  K.  Price’s  office.  I  do  not  recollect  further  than  that  he  desired 
to  be  released.  I  never  had  been  upon  a  jury  of  lunacy  under  this 
Sheriff  before,  and  do  not  think  he  could  have  been.  Never  intimate 
with  Morgan  Hinchman  before ;  had  no  knowledge  of  his  habits,  I 
think.  I  think  he  called  at  my  office  once.  Mr.  Eli  K.  Price  opened 
the  case,  defining  our  duties.  I  think  Eli  K.  Price  suggested  Morgan 
Hinchman’s  being  brought  in  ;  I  should  not.  I  do  not  consider  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  see  the  patient,  when  there  is  sufficient  testimony.  No  wit¬ 
nesses  were  examined  while  Morgan  Hinchman  was  in  the  room  ;  none 
after  he  left  the  room ;  but  a  witness  recalled,  whether  after  or  before 
he  went  out,  I  cannot  tell ;  I  think  Doctor  Worthington  ;  Doctor  Worth¬ 
ington  brought  Morgan  Hinchman  in.  Do  not  recollect  his  attire;  he 
was  in  common  clothes ;  citizen’s  dress.  I  remember  an  expression  of 
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surprise  from  Morgan  ttinchman,  but  not  what  it  was  particularly. 
My  impression  is,  Eli  K.  Price  first  suggested  to  Morgan  Hinchman 
that  it  was  a  Committee  of  Lunacy.  I  should  think  he  stood  on  the 
defensive.  I  recollect  no  further  account  of  the  Wilkesbarre  property, 
than  what  I  stated.  I  recollect  nothing  in  particular,  in  reference  to 
his  property,  though  his  conversation  continued  about  property.  Did 
not  know  there  was  a  note  taken.  I  do  not  remember  what  he  said 
it  was  more  from  manner  than  matter  I  determined  on  his  sanity.  De¬ 
sirable  to  know  a  man’s  usual  habits,  in  order  to  judge  on  quickness  or 
rapidity  of  speech  and  action.  I  should  look  upon  every  individual 
that  I  see  in  an  Asylum,  as  insane,  when  I  saw  him  there. 

By  a  Juryman. — Have  seen  Morgan  Hinchman’s  mother  ;  she  said 
to  me  nothing  further  than  “  dear  boy,”  “  poor  boy,”  and  so  on. 

My  impression  is  not  strong,  that  he  was  wasting  his  property. 
Doctor  Evans  was  visiting  physician ;  he  had  power  to  recom.mend 
a  discharge,  but  not  to  enforce  it.  Years  elapsed  since  I  was  a 
manager. 

By  Mr,  Griscorn, — The  mother  spoke  in  the  most  affectionate  terms 
of  Morgan  Hinchman,  that  a  mother  could  speak  of  a  child. 

By  Mr.  Gibbons. — Had  been  acquainted  with  Anna  W.  Hinchman 
five  or  six  years.  Case  of  difficulty  with  her  uncle,  Samuel  Webb.  A 
legacy  left  to  her  by  a  deceased  aunt.  Could  not  get  it  from  him.  I 
proffered  my  services  to  collect  it.  I  called  upon  Samuel  Webb,  and 
soon  satisfied  my  calls  would  not  answer  the  purpose,  put  it  in  hands 
of  George  M.  Wharton  for  collection.  That  all  the  agency  I  ever  had 
with  her. 

We  Managers  together  in  Girard  College,  School  Board,  &;c.  All 
the  defendants  are  men  of  integrity.  Mrs.  Hinchman  and  Anna  W., 
could  form  nothing  but  a  favorable  opinion.  I  esteemed  her  daughter, 
Anna  W'.,  very  much.  I  can  say  much  that  is  deserving  of  credit  to 
Miss  Anna  W.  Flinchman  ;  consider  her  a  very  estimable  young  woman. 

William  Penrose,  affirmed. 

I  came  from  Horseham,  Montgomery  County.  Adjoins  Bucks  County 
line,  near  Doylestown.  Morgan  Hinchman  came  to  our  house,  about 
last  November,  1846.  I  was  in  barn.  About  Christmas — he  came 
there.  He  had  heard  Morris  Davis  wanted  to  rent  a  farm.  I  told  him 
likely  he  did,  but  he  had’nt  mentioned  it  to  me.  He  said  he  had  a  farm 
to  rent,  and  he  thought  Morris  Davis  would  be  a  person,  that  he  would 
like,  to  put  it  on  shares.  He  said  he-  used  to  serve  his  father  with 
butter  here  in  this  city.  He  talked  a  good  deal,  and  I  invited  him  to 
house ;  he  went  with  me.  We  went  into  room  and  sat  down ;  and 
Morgan  began  to  tell  me  he  had  property  in  Philadelphia — several 


181 


brick  houses,  and  his  farm,  but  they  were  mortgaged  for  half  their 
worth.  I  think  he  then  began  about  his  farm.  He  had  conversation 
to  himself  principally.  First  impression,  that  he  was  a  little  tipsy,  but 
after  a  while,  I  had  different  impression- — I  thought  him  a  little  deranged. 
I  went  out  to  kitchen,  and  my  wife  asked  who  he  was.  I  told  her  I 
did’nt  know,  but  I  thought  he  was  a  little  cracked. 

Cross-examined. — Never  saw  him  before  or  since,  ’till  after  he  came 
out  of  the  Asylum.  I  think  he  spoke  of  selling  the  farm,  for  money  he 

must  have,  he  told  me.  She  was  the  daughter  of -  Shoemaker, 

but  not  being  brought  up  to  dairy  business,  she  did’nt  know  much 
about  it,  but  she  had  come  into  it.  I  thought  he  had  said  more  to  me 
than  I  should  to  an  entire  stranger.  Very  strange  he  should  tell  me 
of  Charles  Shoemaker  leaving  his  family  8109,000.  Don’t  know  any 
face  around  me.  None  of  the  Shoemaker  family.  I  communicated  to 
my  son-in-law  the  fact  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  desire  to  let  the  farm, 
and  he  went  up  to  rent  it.  1  know  he  did’nt  get  the  place.  No  dif¬ 
ference  between  Morgan  Hinchman  and  my  family.  He  asked  8600 
for  farm,  and  that  too  much  by  half.  Never  mentioned  it  to  any  of 
these  defendants.  Don’t  know  who  subpcenaed  me.  None  of  the  de¬ 
fendants  on  my  place.  Just  before  harvest.  Last  harvest  he  was  on 
our  farm.  He  acted  a  little  curious  then.  He  came  with  J.  Dyer,  and 
wanted  me  to  go  to  Morris  Davis’s,  and  get  him  to  give  him  the  crop 
of  wheat.  Morris  Davis  had  farm  of  Morgan  Hinchman  for  one  year. 
He  went  there  1st  April,  1847. 

Chief. — I  think  my  son  bought  the  first  crop  of  wheat,  and  said  it 
was  a  very  dear  crop ;  he  bought  it  at  the  vendue. 

That  was  a  poor  crop.  Don’t  know  how  many  acres.  I  think  he 
sowed  a  little  with  oats. 

Cross-examined. — Seth  Davis,  father  of  Morris  Davis, 

Nathan  Preston.^  affirmed. 

Bucks  County.  Farm  adjoining  Morgan  Hinchman’s.  Know  Jesse 
Forker.  He  has  stated  to  me  at  tw'o  different  times  of  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man’s  insanity.  At  first  time,  when  Margaretta  Hinchman  was  moved 
to  Germantown ;  he  said  that  Morgan  Hinchman  went  to  town  and  left 
him  to  plough, — and  there  came  a  rain,  making  it  too  wet.  When  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  came  home,  he  told  me  he  might  as  well  hang  himself, 
he  could  get  nothing  done.  He  said  Morgan  Hinchman  was  crazy, 
and  had  been  for  the  last  two  weeks.  This  two  weeks  before  he  was 
taken  to  the  Asylum.  Second  conversation  in  my  own  house.  This 
after  Morgan  Hinchman  was  out;  but  before  he  had  been  in  neighbor¬ 
hood  after  he  was  out.  I  told  him  it  was  reported  Morgan  Hinchman 
was  out,  and  probably  there  would  be  a  law  suit.  This  in  July,  1847. 
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I  told  him  I  thought  truth  ought  to  be  told  on  all  sides,  and  justice  be 
done.  I  mentioned  to  him,  that  I  knew  no  man  in  neighborhood  who 
was  willing  to  go  to  a  court  of  justice  and  testify  of  Morgan’s  sanity. 
I  said  “where  is  the  man?”  Jesse  Forker  replied,  and  said  he  cer¬ 
tainly  was  crazy.  He  told  several  things  Morgan  had  done.  He  said 
something  that  Morgan  Hinchman  had  an  old  sow  with  eight  or  ten 
pigs — he  would  have  him  catch  the  old  sow  and  milk  her.  He  stated 
sow  had  eight  or  ten  healthy  pigs.  He  said  he  thought  it  a  very  foolish 
thing.  Horse  meeting  in  December,  1846,  with  Morgan  Hinchman; 
part  of  time  there  he  acted  sane  as  any  body,  and  part  of  time  insane. 
In  afternoon,  he  came  and  stood  before  me,  and  appeared  to  be  earnest 
in  trying  to  convey  some  idea,  but  could’nt  distinctly  understand  a 
single  word  he  told  me.  He  turned  around  quick,  and  went  out  of 
doors  and  then  back  again.  I  never  knew  Morgan  Hinchman  to  drink. 
His  conversation  such  as  for  me  not  to  know  what  he  was  talking  about. 

My  impression  he  was  crazy  or  out  of  his  mind.  Never  had  any 
other  impression.  At  the  sale.  Two  fields  of  wheat.  Some  rye  and 
some  wheat.  One  field  about  ten  acres.  Another  part  of  field.  Four 
or  five  acres  in  another  field.  At  first  day  of  sale.  Uncommonly  large 
sale.  Things  sold  very  high.  I  live  on  farm  with  my  father.  Was 
raised  there.  Morgan  Hinchman  frequently  on  farm ;  he  came  there 
once  with  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  and  two  others.  Don’t  know  the 
object  of  their  visit. 

Cross-examined. — His  farming  done  right,  like  rest  of  farming  in 
neighborhood.  I  was  examined  before  the  Commissioner.  Taken 
there  by  Samuel  Richie.  I  did  state  on  that  examination,  that  I  never 
saw  Morgan  Hinchman  but  once  when  I  thought  him  out  of  the  way. 

I  can’t  tell  any  thing  he  said.  No  person  near  enough  to  hear  what 
he  said.  It  was  in  crowded  room.  Our  interview  there  about  three 
minutes.  Fore  part  of  day,  rational  as  any  man.  December,  1847, 
at  meeting  of  Horse  Company.  (Resolution  handed  to  witness.)  I 
don’t  say  it  passed  unanimously.  I  did’nt  vote  for  it.  I  did’nt  vote 
against  it.  Don’t  recollect  who  offered  the  resolution.  The  resolution 
offered  in  evidence,  and  objected  to — objection  sustained,  and  exception 
taken  by  plaintiff.  Resolution  dated  20th  December,  1847, — offered 
to  impeach  the  credit  of  the  witness,  or  to  impeach  the  truth  of  the  tes¬ 
timony. 

I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Morgan  Hinchman  I  don’t  recollect  to 
have  seen  at  the  meeting  in  1847.  Josiah  Rich  there.  I  was  told  he 
had  a  horse  getting  shod  in  immediate  neighborhood  of  place  of  meeting 
of  Horse  Company,  in  1846.  Don’t  know  the  three  minute  conversa¬ 
tion — the  subject  of  it.  Don’t  know  who  was  standing  by  that  I  spoke 
to  on  the  subject.  Never  saw  him  do  anything  that  indicated  want  of 
sanity.  I  mentioned  this  to  my  family,  and  as  soon  as  I  went  home. 
Have  no  recollection  of  having  mentioned  it  before  his  arrest  to  any 
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body  else.  I  state  I  never  saw  him  out  of  the  way  but  that  one  time. 
Twelve  or  more  in  bar-room  at  that  time.  Good  deal  of  talking  there. 
Did’nt  look  after  him  when  he  went  out  of  the  door.  He  went  out  un¬ 
commonly  quick,  I  think.  I  did’nt  say  any  thing  to  him  in  bar-room. 
He  spoke  in  usual  tone.  I  could  not  distinctly  hear  what  he  said. — 
Might  have  been  part  of  time  his  voice  was  drowned  by  other  noises 
in  the  room.  He  was  sane  when  he  was  on  settee,  as  far  as  I  recol¬ 
lect.  Never  at  any  other  time  saw  anything  that  indicated  insanity. 

Adjourned  till  2  o’clock. 

'William  Kitchen^  affirmed. 

Reside  in  Bucks  County,  about  seven  miles  from  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
farm  ;  Solebury  Township  ;  were  members  of  the  same  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  ;  he  came  to  monthly  meeting  the  4th  of  the  1st  month,  1847, 
I  think  ;  he  had  never  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  any  part  in  the  trans¬ 
actions  of  a  monthly  meeting,  until  that  day ;  he  generally  sat  back 
among  young  people ;  he  was  not  dressed  like  a  friend,  or  one  that 
took  any  part  in  the  transactions  of  the  meeting;  something  was  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting,  on  which  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion.  He  was 
up  three  different  times  a  speaking  to  something,  but  in  such  an  inco¬ 
herent  and  unconnected  way  that  I  could  not  comprehend  what  he  said. 
I  could  not  tell  which  side  he  was  on,  or  what  he  was  speaking  to.  I 
was  unable  to  put  it  together ;  his  face  somewhat  florid,  and  he  had 
a  very  wild  look  out  of  his  eyes ;  my  impression  was,  he  was  very 
much  deranged  ;  he  never  spoke  in  a  monthly  meeting  before,  that  I 
know  of.  Had  no  acquaintance  with  him  scarcely,  till  since  he  came 
out  of  the  Asylum.  Do  not  recollect  of  seeing  him  more  than  once, 
except  when  I  saw  him  at  the  monthly  meeting.  Knew  none  of  the 
defendants  till  since  1  came  to  town  to  tend  the  suit ;  at  Benjamin  H. 
Warder’s  once  on  business. 

Cross-examined. — That  a  morning  meeting;  not  very  large;  dis¬ 
cussion  in  regard  to  the  young  woman  who  had  left  the  Friends.  Num¬ 
bers  of  people  that  spoke  on  the  subject,  some  on  one  side,  and  some 
on  another.  I  sat  under  the  gallery;  Christian  Ely  was  there  that 
day.  I  spoke  on  the  subject,  and  I  voted  \vith  Christian  Ely.  Do  not 
know  what  side  Morgan  was  on  ;  only  judge  from  the  time  he  spoke, 
what  side  he  was  on.  No  voting  in  the  case ;  from  the  time  he  took, 
I  supposed  he  was  on  my  side.  Not  common  to  see  a  person  wearing 
a  cap,  take  part  in  the  monthly  meeting.  I  think  there  was  a  minister 
named  Joseph  Hoyt,  in  the  neighborhood.  Never  saw  a  minister  wear 
a  cap  ;  there,  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  Morgan  Hinchman,  that  I 
thought  him  deranged.  I  spoke  to  my  wife  about  it.  I  told  him,  I 
never  saw  anything  like  derangement  about  him  till  that  day ;  and  he 


184 


said  he  was  over-excited,  and  thought  we  wore  going  to  trample  on  the 
discipline. 

Chief, — I  had  seen  Morgan  Hinchman  frequently  before,  but  had  no 
conversation  with  him.  VVe  never  vote  in  Friends’  meeting.  The 
clerk  collects  the  sentiment  of  the  meeting  from  the  course  of  the  argu¬ 
ment. 

Cross-examined, — The  clerk  waits  for  the  general  assent  or  dissent 
of  the  meeting. 

By  a  Juryman, — Heard  distinctly  what  Morgan  Hinchman  said  that 
day,  but  could  not  tell  what  is  was. 

Bzra  Comfort^  affirmed, 

I  paid  a  visit  to  Samuel  Beans  once.  I  was  called  upon  by  Samuel 
Richie  and  Joshua  Michener,  who  brought  a  paper  with  them,  that  they 
said  purported  to  be  the  same  that  was  prepared  at  a  meeting  of  the 
overseers,  sometime  since,  and  signed  by  Samuel  Beans  and  Samuel 
Wilson,  as  witnesses.  I  am  an  overseer.  Their  object  was  to  read  it 
to  me,  to  see  whether  it  was  the  same  as  the  original  copy  or  not ;  they 
read  it  over  to  me;  Samuel  Richie  read  it.  1  said  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  thought  it  different,  but  I  told  them  Samuel  Beans  had  a 
copy,  and  we  went  to  Mr.  Beans  ;  we  asked  if  he  had  the  paper,  he 
said  he  had  not,  he  had  lent  it.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  conversa¬ 
tion  between  Samuel  Richie  and  Samuel  Beans.  Samuel  Richie  rela¬ 
ted  a  number  of  instances  to  Samuel  Beans,  giving  an  explanation  of 
Morgan’s  conduct,  and  why  they  put  him  in  the  Asylum  ;  one  was  that 
he  had  hung  himself  to  the  bed-post  at  night,  while  Margaretta  was  in 
bed  ;  he  said  he  would  get  up  all  times  of  the  night  to  go  after  lime, 
to  market,  or  on  other  business.  I  was  so  placed  as  to  hear  the  con¬ 
versation.  No  paper  was  handed  to  Samuel  Beans  to  sign  on  that  oc¬ 
casion.  There  was  never  any  permission  by  overseers  to  enter  suit. 
I  was  not  present  at  the  intervievv  of  four  of  the  overseers  out  of  the 
six,  who  gave  that  permission.  The  overseers  there — Samuel  Wilson, 
Joshua  Michener,  C.  Rich,  Benjamin  Wiggins,  and  myself,  and  Samuel 
Beans.  I  was  present  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  which  Mr.  Kitchen 
spoke;  case  before  the  meeting  as  Mr.  Kitchen  stated.  Young  women 
had  joined  another  society.  Morgan  Hinchman  spoke  several  times  ; 
seemed  much  excited  ;  his  manner  wild ;  appearance  hurried.  I  did 
not  understand  what  he  was  saying;  not  to  make  any  connection  of  it. 
My  impression  from  his  conduct  then,  that  he  was  at  least,  very  singu¬ 
lar.  I  do  not  remember  making  any  observation  to  any  body  upon  it. 
My  impression  his  mind  was  somewhat  deranged.  Never  knew  of  his 
speaking  before,  except  when  once,  when  his  certificate  was  under  con¬ 
sideration  ;  then  he  made  a  suggestion  as  to  making  an  alteration ;  his 
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certificate  first  presented  to  our  meeting,  near  the  first  of  the  eighth 
month,  1844.  When  I  arrived  at  the  meeting,  John  Rich  informed 
me  that  the  certificate  was  not  accepted,  on  the  ground,  there  had  been 
some  conduct  of  his  without  investigating  which,  we  could  not  accept 
certificate ;  his  manner  then  under  excitement,  but  not  so  much  so  as 
at  the  last ;  four  appointed  to  pay  him  a  visit ;  I  one  of  the  four.  We 
paid  him  a  visit,  and  we  found  him  in  the  field  ploughing ;  we  entered 
into  conversation  with  him  in  regard  to  what  we  had  heard,  that  he 
had  maltreated  his  mother ;  he  admitted  the  charge  ;  that  he  had  pulled 
her  down  and  dragged  her  when  she  was  in  the  orchard  for  apples ; 
one  thing  he  said,  he  was  sorry  he  had  done  so,  but  at  the  same  time 
he  said  if  he  was  tried  in  the  same  wav,  he  should  commit  the  same 
offence  again,  because  his  mother  ought  not  to  interfere  with  his  things 
or  business.  I  inquired  of  Jesse  Forker,  some  time  after,  as  to  this 
matter.  Jesse  said  he  had  abused  his  mother ;  my  impression  is  he 
said  he  dragged  her;  that  he,  (Jesse,)  interfered  and  asked  Morgan 
Hinchman  if  he  was  not  ashamed  to  treat  his  mother  in  that  way.  I 
do  not  think  he  said  anything  in  relation  to  Morgan’s  insanity.  After 
the  interview  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  his  certificate  returned  and  Com¬ 
mittee  reported ;  certificate  returned ;  report  verbal.  Samuel  Richie 
did  not  bring  a  paper  signed  by  the  overseers  for  Mr.  Beans  to 
sign. 

Cross-ezammed. — I  was  opposed  to  acceptance  of  certificate  when 
first  offered.  Don’t  remember  what  Morgan  Hinchman  said  at  that 
time.  I  think  his  remarks  then  pertinent  to  subject.  At  second  meet¬ 
ing  a  request  to  alter  the  minute.  I  think  alteration  made  at  his  sug¬ 
gestion.  I  don’t  remember  now  what  I  said  on  question  of  young 
woman.  His  (Morgan  Hinchman’s)  speeches  not  very  long.  He  did 
not  do  any  violence.  From  his  general  appearance  I  judged  him  ex¬ 
cited.  Can’t  say  whose  fault  it  was  that  I  did’nt  understand  him.  John 
Schofield,  John  Rich  and  Samuel  Wilson  accompanied  me  to  Morgan 
Hinchman’s.  The  certificate  was  returned  in  year  and  half  and  ac¬ 
cepted — in  1846  I  think,  accepted — in  spring,  I  think.  I  think  I  told 
Morgan  Hinchman  he  was  charged  with  having  struck  his  mother ;  he 
said  it  was  not  so.  Have  been  examined  before.  Requested  by  Samuel 
Richie  to  be  witness  then.  He  appeared  somewhat  agitated  when  I 
was  speaking  to  him.  He  (Morgan  Hinchman)  has  been  at  my  house 
once  since  I  have  met  him  at  meeting.  With  exception  of  these  things, 
don’t  know  any  irregularities  in  him.  He  a  member  of  our  meeting 
now.  My  impression  is,  he  stated  he  tried  to  drag  her,  to  pull  at  her, 
I  think  he  said  he  had  hold  of  her  arm,  and  was  trying  to  get  her  out 
of  orchard.  I  have  seen  him  often  at  Philadelphia  market.  I  thought 
sometimes  he  was  dressed  singular.  Not  dressed  so  well- — not  ragged. 
He  never  did  dress  according  to  discipline.  Know  no  other  things  but 
what  I  have  mentioned  against  him.  His  eye  more  wild  and  excited 

24 


186 


than  it  is  now.  I  know  nothing  more  in  his  manner  but  that  if  was 
hurried. 

Jeremiah  Willets^  affirmed. 

My  recollection  of  certificate  is  not  distinct  enough  for  me  to  give 
any  testimony  about  it.  I  recollect  a  certificate  being  returned  to 
monthly  meeting.  He  was  taken  up  by  overseers  of  monthly  meeting 
of  northern  district  of  Philadelphia,  for  ill  treatment  of  his  mother,  and 
regularly  proceeded  with.  When  brought  before  monthly  meeting,  a 
committee  appointed  to  treat  with  him  on  charges  brought  by  overseers. 
That  committee  reported,  and  report  put  on  record. 

The  operation  of  certificate  suspended  ’till  his  case  decided  in  monthly 
meeting. 

By  Mr,  Griscom, — What  was  put  on  record?  Merely  the  substance 
of  the  report.—Examination  suspended. 

John  D,  Balderston, 

Live  in  Solebury,  Bucks  County,  about  nine  or  ten  miles  from  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman’s.  Never  exchanged  a  word  with  him.  Morgan  Hinch- 
man  at  meeting  the  1st  of  first  month,  1847,  and  spoke  two  or  three 
times  during  business  session — but  what  he  said  unable  to  tell.  Assist¬ 
ant  clerk  of  that  meeting.  Unable  to  tell  what  he  said  then.  So  in¬ 
congruous  and  unconnected,  as  induced  me  to  believe  man  was  de¬ 
ranged — said  so  to  clerk  of  meeting  then. 

Cross-examined. — We  frequently  hear  young  men  speak  occasion¬ 
ally.  His  discourse  I  could  not  make  it  out,  nor  the  subject  of  it.  I 
could  not  make  out  what  side  he  was  on, — his  speeches  were  short. 

Some  few  words  he  said,  “  about  not  telling  the  truth.”  I  think  he 
said  some  few  words  before  that  at  one  time ;  he  wished  to  have  it  noted 
on  minutes.  I  heard  him  speak  once  before  at  monthly  meeting,  I 
understood  him  then,  it  was  all  regular. 

Chief, — My  impression,  from  what  I  saw  and  heard,  was  that  he 
was  deranged. 

Hannah  P,  HickSy  affirmed, 

I  lived  with  Morgan  Hinchman.  Twenty-three  next  May.  Saw 
Morgan  Hinchman  at  my  cousin’s,  Martha  Hicks.  Tacy  Hicks  and 
Evan  Hicks  my  cousins.  I  recollect  a  visit  to  my  cousin,  Jesse  Jones, 
in  1844.  Then  living  with  Morgan  Hinchman.  Morgan  Hinchman 
came  for  me,  without  a  hat  and  his  sleeves  up  above  his  elbows;  he 
said  his  wife  wanted  me  to  come  home  to  work.  I  went  home ;  his 
wife  had  not  sent  for  me.  He  took  me  by  hand  and  led  me  home. 
He  took  children  out  sometimes ;  he  took  children  out,  unbeknown  to 


187 


Margarelta,  without  hat,  or  shoes  or  stockings;  it  worried  Margaretta 
very  much.  Family  alarmed  at  loss  of  child,  when  it  was  found  that 
Morgan  Hinchman  had  taken  child  to  mill  or  blacksmith  shop  with  him. 
He  would  come  in  and  order  me  to  fetch  a  bucket  of  water,  then  he 
would  walk  down  with  me,  and  when  I  reached  down  for  water,  he 
would  put  his  arms  around  me  to  prevent  my  falling  in — he’d  then 
follow  me  to  house,  and  sit  at  farther  side  of  room,  and  then  he’d  ask 
me  to  hand  him  a  drink  of  w'ater.  He  did’nt  help  me  to  carry  the 
water.  I  was  in  kitchen  tending  to  my  work,  at  that  time,  when  he 
was  bathing.  I  turned  around  and  observed  him  entirely  naked,  and 
he  was  going  to  bathe.  Gave  me  no  notice.  This  in  kitchen.  I  im¬ 
mediately  left  the  kitchen.  He  did  this  more  than  once.  The  doors 
were  open.  I  staid  about  seven  weeks  with  him.  I  left  him.  After 
I  left  him,  he  came  to  get  me  to  go  back.  He  offered  me  $l  50  a 
week.  He  said  he  was  entirely  satisfied  with  me.  I  did’nt  go  back 
on  account  of  his  queer  behaviour. 

i 

Cross-examined. — Live  now  with  Samuel  Hicks ;  left  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  in  1844.  Jesse  Jones’s,  about  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Morgan  Hinch- 
man’s.  In  evening  he  came  after  me;  he  said  his  wife  without  labor, 
when  he  offered  me  $1  50.  In  summer  time  when  he  came  after  me 
without  his  hat  and  coat.  I  thought  it  unusual.  Not  a  dangerous 
well.  Not  at  all  thankful  for  his  help.  It  did’nt  enter  my  mind  he 
did’nt  doit  from  kindness.  He  not  near  me  when  he  was  bathing; 
he  was  going  to  bathe  before  the  fire.  I  saw  him  come  in,  and  I  don’t 
know  whether  he  saw  me.  This  in  harvest  time. 

Edward  H.  Bonsall,  affirmed, 

I  was  one  of  the  inquest  that  sat  on  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  think  I 
came  for  writ  into  the  Sheriff’s  office ;  it  was  on  business  connected 
with  my  business.  Then  I  had  never  heard  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
name  connected  with  lunacy.  I  then  endeavoured  to  decline,  but  the 
Sheriff  told  me  I  must  serve.  I  went  out  there  with  the  Sheriff,  to  the 
Friends’  Asylum  ;  heard  evidence ;  do  not  know  how  many ;  saw 
Morgan  Hinchman  there  ;  and  signed  the  inquest. 

Cross-examined. — Do  not  recollect  seeing  any  body  in  Sheriff’s 
office,  but  H.  Lelar  and  Mr.  Woolf.  I  think  the  first  proposition  came 
from  John  L.  Woolf. 

James  Russell.^  sworn. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Penn  Township  ;  been  so  since  the  10th 
of  January,  1842.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  a  defaulter  there;  he  was 
paying  teller  ;  he  was  a  defaulter  according  to  his  own  acknowledgment, 
(by  which  the  bank  knew  it,)  about  $600,  the  amount.  In  November, 
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1843,  discovered  that  the  bank  had  lost  the  money ;  about  the  12th  or 
13th  of  November,  ascertained  who  took  it ;  he  confessed  he  was  a 
defaulter  ,*  he  had  taken  the  funds  and  applied  them  to  his  own  use. 
On  the  morning  of  the  12th  or  13th  of  November,  Morgan  Hinchman 
called  me  into  the  private  room,  and  with  much  contrition  depicted  on 
his  countenance,  stated  he  was  a  defaulter ;  stated  he  had  been  very 
much  harrassed  since  he  had  taken  it,  he  could  not  sleep.  I  expressed 
my  surprise,  stating  he  was  one  of  the  last  men  I  should  suppose  guilty 
of  such  a  thing.  1  then  asked  him  how  much ;  he  stated  two  occa¬ 
sions,  one  of  $500,  and  another,  a  smaller  sum.  I  then  asked  him 
when  and  how  it  was  ;  he  stated  when  James  Garrigues  and  he  dif¬ 
fered  about  exchanging  money  matters,  there  were  $500  short  ,*  he  had 
appropriated  that  to  his  own  use.  Mr.  Garrigues  stated  he  had  passed 
$500  more  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  than  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge, 
and  this  was  found  out  at  the  time  it  occurred.  He  stated  there  was 
another  instance  of  the  $100.  I  do  not  recollect  the  time  that  occur¬ 
red  ;  he  then  said  ‘he  would  like  to  go  on  with  his  duties  for  the  day. 
I  told  him  I  could  not  admit  that ;  1  would  have  to  consult  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  (Elijah  Dallet,  deceased.)  President  came  around  to  the  bank, 
and  Morgan  Hinchman  made  the  same  confession  and  request  to  him. 
Mr.  Dallet  said  no  ;  I  took  charge  of  the  first  teller’s  effects.  James 
R.  Garrigues,  the  receiving  teller;  about  the  1st  of  February,  1842,  in 
the  passage  of  money  in  the  morning  between  the  tellers,  a  difference 
between  them  of  $500.  Mr.  Garrigues  stating  he  had  delivered  $500 
more  than  Morgan  Hinchman  was  disposed  to  give  him  credit  for. 
Matter  referred  to  the  Board,  as  usual.  The  officers  represent  those 
things  to  the  Board,  at  the  next  meeting.  Morgan  Hinchman  denied 
having  received  those  $500.  Never  discovered  till  his  own  confession, 
how  matters  stood.  Morgan  Hinchman  continued  in  the  bank  till  his 
confession,  in  November,  1843.  Mr.  Garrigues  did  not  continue.  We 
got  in  difficulties  about  that  time,  and  we  discharged  nearly  all  the 
clerks;  retained  Morgan  Hinchman,  but  discharged  Mr.  Garrigues. 
Morgan  was  permitted  to  resign ;  he  paid  the  bank  principal  and  in¬ 
terest. 

Cross-examined. — Found  Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  bank  when  I 
went.  Morgan  Hinchmani  in  July,  1837,  elected,  and  staid  till  No¬ 
vember,  1843.  Bank  in  difficulties  in  March,  1842;  about  a  week 
after  that  Mr.  Garrigues  left.  We  imputed  no  blame  to  Mr.  Garrigues, 
nor  any  body  else.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  considered  a  good  officer, 
held  the  post  of  note  clerk  and  general  book-keeper,  when  I  went  to 
the  bank.  Morgan  Hinchman  never  acted  as  Cashier ;  principal  and 
interest  paid  up  about  a  day  or  two  after  his  resignation ;  asked  per¬ 
mission  to  make  the  entries  in  his  own  handwriting.  Morgan  Plinch- 
man’s  contrition  apparently  very  sincere.  I  think  I  and  others  did 
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sign  a  petition  for  Morgan  Hinchman,  as  Cashier  of  the  Camden 
Bank. 

(Paper,  dated  April,  1843.) 

I  signed  the  paper.  No  doubt  then  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  ability 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  post ;  nor  of  his  capacity.  I  was  a 
teller  between  five  and  six  years,  in  the  Manufacturers  and  Mechanics 
Bank.  Not  evidence  of  insanity,  that  a  teller  should  count  over  money 
from  time  to  time. 

Question. — Did  not  Mr.  Matlack  overdraw  his  account  in  that 
bank  ? 

Question  objected  to,  and  withdrawn. 

James  R.  Garrigues,  affirmed. 

Clerk  in  the  Northern  Liberties  Bank.  Know  Morgan  Hinchman 
first,  in  1836  or  1837;  very  little  opportunity  of  knowing  his  char¬ 
acter  and  capacity  till  1841  ;  when  I  went  to  the  Penn  Township  Bank. 
In  consequence  of  his  confessed  conduct  that  I  observed,  I  thought 
him  deranged ;  the  reason  for  my  belief  was,  our  desks  somewhat 
separate,  and  in  making  up  the  state  of  our  accounts,  twice  a  week,  he 
would  suddenly  come  to  my  desk,  turn  round  suddenly,  and  leave  his 
desk;  this  in  1841.  My  impression  was,  he  was  deranged  from  a 
mumbling  at  his  desk,  &c. ;  these  matters  only  occasional.  Competent 
and  capable  when  these  fits  passed  away.  The  difference  between  our 
accounts  in  March,  1842;  middle  of  it;  at  the  end  of  the  day,  when 
cash  was  found  short ;  my  desk  was  short  about  $500 ;  some  of  them 
observed,  they  thought  it  was  through  my  carelessness.  As  far  as  I 
understood  the  thing,  he  in  one  of  his  ffighty  ways,  said  it  must  have 
occurred  with  me,  and  I  believed  him  then,  in  one  of  his  moods.  I 
used  to  think  his  manner  different  at  different  times.  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  afterwards  came  to  my  house  about  7  o’clock,  A.  M. ;  I  asked 
him  to  walk  into  one  of  my  rooms  with  fire ;  he  said  he  would  rather 
not;  he  wished  to  speak  entirely  to  myself;  he  walked  up  and  down 
the  room  continually,  and  asked  me  if  I  recollected  the  time  and 
amount  of  difference ;  he  said  he  had  taken  it ;  he  came  to  confess 
some  of  his  sins,  and  make  a  clean  breast ;  he  then  said  he  had  taken 
the  money  for  to  make  a  payment  that  was  due  on  property  up  town ; 
he  professed  he  was  sorry  it  occurred,  and  talked  considerably,  and 
walked  backwards  and  forwards  very  much  agitated,  without  much 
ceremony  ;  he  requested  me  to  say  nothing  about  the  matter.  The  im¬ 
putation  had  laid  on  me ;  I  felt  relieved  ;  felt  no  malice  towards  him. 
I  did  not  think  Morgan  Hinchman  at  all  times  then,  of  sound  mind. 
When  he  took  the  money,  the  indications  similar. 

Cross-examined. — He  made  up  the  state  of  the  bank ;  he  was  gene¬ 
ral  book-keeper;  not  general  book-keeper  then;  7th  October  1841, 
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came  into  the  bank ;  at  that  time  general  book-keeper ;  defalcation  took 
place.  January,  1842,  general  change  in  the  desks;  that  a  matter 
which  required  capacity  ;  because,  instead  of  attending  to  his  own  busi¬ 
ness,  he  would  come  over  and  watch  me ;  one  reason  of  my  thinking 
him  insane.  To  Mr.  Zigler,  I  said  I  thought  him  insane.  William 
Super,  I  think  I  told  of  his  being  insane;  I  feel  almost  confident  I  did. 
Did  not  tell  the  President  or  Cashier  that  I  considered  him  deranged. 
A  rush  upon  the  bank  about  that  time;  the  16th  March,  1842,  bank 
closed ;  two  or  three  days  before  that,  there  had  been  a  rush  upon  the 
bank;  had  not  been  at  Morgan  Hinchmari’s  desk,  helping  him.  I 
thought  him  under  an  aberration  of  mind,  when  he  told  me  he  took  it. 
I  had  it  entered  on  my  memorandum  as  against  the  paying  desk.  Dif¬ 
ferences  might  occur.  Never  knew  it  to  occur  before  or  since,  in  any 
other  bank.  Considerable  hurry  and  confusion  in  the  bank. 

John  T,  Gracey,  sworn. 

Went  with  a  subpoena  to  hunt  Mrs.  Clark.  Went  to  John  H.  Wil- 
let,  and  he  told  me  she  had  gone  to  Burlington,  a  month  ago. 

Cross-examined, — Served  subpoena  between  two  and  three  o’clock. 
Never  served  it  before. 

Phel^e  Ambler affirmed. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1846,  resided  at  89  Wood  street,  at  Abby  Shoe¬ 
maker’s  ;  saw  Morgan  Hinchman  about  two  weeks  before  he  was  taken 
to  the  Asylum.  From  his  general  conduct  I  considered  him  deranged 
or  in  liquor ;  he  came  there  seventh-day  morning,  before  the  family 
were  up,  and  behaved  very  strangely  ;  spoke  with  rapidity,  and  walked 
about;  staid  there  only  a  few  minutes.  During  the  winter  I  saw  him 
repeatedly,  but  could  not  name  anything ;  but  from  several  instances  I 
thought  him  insane ;  during  the  winter  that  I  saw  him,  in  his  general 
manner  and  appearance  he  appeared  strange  and  crazy  ;  when  at  A. 
Shoemaker’s,  a  little  child,  (Charles  Shoemaker’s)  living  with  us  at  the 
time;  he  spoke  to  the  child  very  rapidly;  he  told  him  he  had  been 
placed  there  to  die,  but  for  what  reasons  he  did  not  say.  I  did  not  ob¬ 
serve  anything  unusual  about  his  eye.  I  immediately  went  up  stairs 
to  my  cousin  and  told  her  he  behaved  very  strangely,  and  if  he  was 
not  crazy,  he  was  in  liquor. 

Cross-examined. — Two  weeks  before  he  was  taken  to  the  Asylum, 
I  saw  him;  during  winter  I  saw  him  repeatedly;  about  a  year  I  had 
known  him.  When  he  first  came  into  the  house,  two  weeks  before  he 
went  to  the  Asylum,  I  was  first  struck  with  his  deportment ;  called 
there  for  a  bundle;  he  remained  about  fifteen  minutes  there ;  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  haste ;  it  was  his  manner,  his  abruptness,  his  manner 
of  speaking  to  this  child,  was  all  of  insanity  I  saw  in  his  conduct  that 
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morning.  Never  saw  him  after  that,  before  he  went  to  the  Asylum  ; 
have  been  examined  in  this  case,  at  Mr.  Griscom’s  office,  about  two 
months  ago ;  reduced  to  writing ;  Morgan  Hinchman’s  mother  came 
there  with  me ;  met  no  one  else.  Evening  before  he  was  taken,  I 
heard  of  his  going  to  be  taken  ;  some  one  came  there ;  Anna,  it  was 
not;  several  persons  in  ;  Eliza  Hinchman,  there  the  day  before,  Eliza¬ 
beth  R.  Shoemaker;  no  one  came  with  Miss  Shoemaker;  met  no  one 
there  at  all.  I  think  neither  of  the  Richies  was  there.  Do  not  recol¬ 
lect  what  was  said,  for  I  was  not  present  when  they  spoke  of  it.*  I 
only  heard  he  was  taken  to  the  Asylum,  by  either  Eliza  Hinchman  or 
Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker.  Mr.  Wistar  not  there  at  any  time.  I  heard 
them  speak  occasionally  of  it,  after  he  was  put  in.  Eliza  Hinchman 
arid  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  I  heard  speak  of  it  repeatedly.  Never 
conversed  with  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  on  the  subject.  I  have  heard 
Thomas  Wistar  speak  of  it  at  Abby  Shoemaker’s  house,  after  he  was 
taken. 

Chief. — Elizabeth  Shoemaker  boarded  at  Abby’s. 

Samuel  Bispham,  affirmed. 

Live  in  Sixth  near  Vine  ;  for  ten  years.  A  Grocer  I  am.  My  store 
in  Market  street.  Know  Morgan  Hinchman.  About  1st  January,  ’47, 
he  ran  across  the  street  to  me.  He  had  come  from  the  country ;  he 
spoke  very  familiar ;  he  was  very  wild  out  of  the  eyes.  Had  known 
him  before.  He  was  in  very  excited  state.  To  borrow  money  he 
wanted.  I  referred  him  to  a  Scrivener,  who  had  money  to  loan. 
Never  lent  him  money,  nor  borrowed.  He  wanted  to  borrow  money 
on  mortgage.  I  thought  it  different  from  what  I’d  seen  him. 

Cross-examined. — Had’nt  seen  him  for  several  months  before.  He 
in  his  ordinary  market  clothes.  I  don’t  think  he  said  any  thing  that 
was  not  sensible.  I  don’t  think  he  had  his  spectacles  on. 

William  P.  Sharpless,  affirmed. 

Director  of  Penn  Township  Bank.  Acquainted  with  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man.  I  noticed  at  various  times  eccentricities  about  him.  Director  at 
time  of  discovery  of  loss  of  the  money.  When  it  was  announced  to 
the  Directors  that  this  discovery  was  made,  my  impression  that  Morgan 
Hinchman  was  deranged.  On  several  occasions  had  seen  Morgan 
Hinchman  excited  ;  and  felt  uneasy  about  it  as  a  director,  before  this 
matter  known.  About  time  bank  failed,  I  had  some  transaction  in 
bank — and  then  I  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  was  unusually  excited. 
Rapid  manner  of  talking,  which  was  unusual  with  him.  Generally 
calm  in  his  movements,  but  then  his  manners  different.  I  supposed  it 
*  to  be  from  position  of  bank  at  that  time;  did’nt  think  of  his  being  de¬ 
ranged  at  that  time.  After  fall  of  1842,  I  observed  excitement  of 
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manner ;  felt  uneasy,  but  said  nothing  about  it.  Morgan  Hinchrnan  was 
applicant  for  Cashier  of  Camden  Bank ;  he  wished  me  to  recommend 
him.  I  avoided  giving  him  a  direct  answer,  for  I  did’nt  feel  satisfied 
with  him  in  the  bank,  in  consequence  of  his  wildness  of  manner,  and 
rapidity  of  expression  at  times.  I  believe  I  did’nt  sign  his  recommen¬ 
dation.  I  have  not  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  defalcation,  to  say  I 
knew  it  from  my  own  knowledge.  First  heard  of  it  from  President, 
I  believed  Morgan  Hinchrnan  insane  when  he  took  that  money.  I  mean 
he  was  subject  to  occasional  fits  of  derangement — at  other  times  ccAn- 
petent. 

Cross-examined. — Fall  of  1842  I  went  into  bank.  Spring  of  1842 
bank  failed.  I  observed  mood  of  excitement  in  spring  of  1842,  when 
bank  failed.  These  fits  of  excitement  induced  me  to  avoid  signing  re¬ 
commendation.  Subsequent  to  that,  other  spells.  (Paper  handed  to 
witness,  April,  1843.)  That  is  my  signature.  At  time  this  paper  was 
signed,  it  was  previous  to  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  his  being  a  de¬ 
faulter.  I  imputed  the  taking  of  the  money  to  insanity.  I  took  him 
to  be  a  man  that  would’nt  take  the  money  unless  he  was  insane. 

Chief. — Once  1  recollect  his  pressing  me  to  sign  recommendation, 
and  then  I  thought  I  had  not  signed  it. 

Cross-examined. — Did’nt  notice  excitement  in  others  at  time  of  run 
on  bank. 

Adjourned  ’till  to-morrow,  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

Thursday  morning,  10  o’clock. 

Adeline  Noble,  affirmed. 

I  know  Morgan  Hinchrnan  ;  have  seen  him  often  ;  brought  produce 
number  of  times  to  our  house;  he  brought  clover  seed  the  last  time  I 
saw  him  at  our  house,  and  wished  to  sell  it  to  Dr.  Noble.  Can’t  state 
his  conduct  particularly,  but  the  effect  it  produced  upon  my  mind,  that 
I  remarked  to  my  mother  present.  (Objected  to,  and  exception  noted 
by  Mr.  Reed,  as  to  effect.)  Day  previous  to  his  being  put  in  the  Asylum 
this  occurred.  He  wished  to  sell  the  clover  seed,  and  left  sample  with 
me  to  show  to  my  husband.  Latter  part  of  the  day.  I  had  seen  him 
on  previous  occasions.  His  manner  very  different  then  from  what  it 
was  on  previous  occasions.  From  that  visit,  the  impression  on  my 
mind  was.  (Objection  overruled,  and  exception.)  The  effect  was,  I 
thought  the  man  wrong  in  his  mind.  His  conduct  on  former  occasions 
had  not  produced  such  an  impression.  My  mother  present.  I  re¬ 
marked  to  her  on  his  conduct  then, — and  to  my  husband  when  he 
returned  home.  The  effect  was,  I  thought  him  of  unsound  mind. 
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I  thought  if  he  came  the  next  day  and  Dr.  not  there,  I  would  be  afraid 
to  let  him  in.  Never  saw  him  after  that.  Can’t  say  how  often  he 
came  to  see  us  during  year. 

Cross-examined, — My  husband  came  in  next  day  and  told  me  they 
had  put  him  in  Asylum.  He  staid  there  short  time — fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  I  suppose — quite  that  long.  Did’nt  sell  me  any  thing, — had 
nothing  to  sell  but  clover  seed.  My  husband  owns  a  farm.  Never 
has  been  a  farmer.  He  left  sample  of  the  clover  seed.  Don’t  recollect 
any  thing  he  said ;  his  actions  and  manners  gave  me  to  think  he  was 
not  right. 

Chiefs  by  Griscom, — Knew  nothing  of  intention  to  put  him  in  Asylum 
then. 

Sarah  Milward,  affirmed. 

Mother  of  Mrs.  Noble.  Present  on  occasion  just  referred  to.  Never 
knew  Morgan  Hinchman  before  that.  Present  when  he  came  in  with 
clover  seed.  I  cannot  state  what  his  actions  and  manners  were,  but 
this  I  can  state :  I  felt  a  sympathy  for  the  man,  for  I  thought  he  was 
out  of  his  mind.  Could’nt  say  what  he  said  or  did,  particularly.  Never 
heard  of  Morgan  Hinchman  before.  Formed  my  conclusion  from  his 
conduct  on  that  occasion. 

Cross-examined. — He  was  there  I  don’t  know  how  long.  There  all 
time  he  was  there.  He  came  in  out  of  the  office.  Can’t  say  what  he 
did  or  said  when  he  came  in ;  he  had  a  strange  look. 

Chief, — Never  knew  his  being  taken  to  Asylum. 

Priscilla  Jones,  affirmed, 

Morgan  Hinchman  came  to  my  house  in  1844;  in  Plumstead,  where 
we  live  now ;  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Morgan  Hinchman’s  farm.  He 
came  up  there  after  night.  We  had  all  gone  to  bed,  and  were  asleep ; 
he  waked  us  up,  by  begging  to  come  in  and  stay  all  night.  This  before 
he  went  to  country  to  live.  I  dressed  myself,  went  down  and  let  him 
in.  I  got  him  supper.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  had  his  supper  ;  he  said 
he  had  not — he  said  he  could  not  eat,  he  had  so  much  trouble,  he  feared 
it  would  drive  him  crazy.  I  asked  him  the  cause — he  said  it  was  owing 
to  farm  he  had  purchased ;  he  concluded  he  was  to  pay  too  high  a  price 
for  it.  I  told  him  he  had  better  be  satisfied,  he  had  got  an  excellent 
farm.  He  said  he  never  should  be  any  better  ’till  he  was  rid  of  the 
farm.  I  got  his  supper  almost  ready,  and  he  sprang  up  in  great  haste 
and  said  he  must  go  to  Thomas  Brown’s  to  see  if  Thomas  would  not 
let  him  off.  He  did  not  go.  I  persuaded  him  to  eat  his  supper  and 
go  to  bed,  which  he  did.  The  impression  on  my  mind  was  then,  he 
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was  out  of  his  right  reason.  We  generally  retire  about  nine.  I  can’t 
say  how  long  it  was  after  we  retired,  it  might  have  been  two  or  three 
hours.  He  left  early  next  morning.  He  was  up  long  before  day,  ca¬ 
rousing  around  He  said  he  would  have  been  off  earlier,  but  he  thought 
we  would  think  him  crazy  if  he  left  before  we  gof  up.  I  was  at  his 
house  in  spring  of  1846.  .1  went  over  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  wife.  She 
was  unwell,  and  had  gone  to  lie  down.  When  she  got  op,  girl  brought 
child  in,  and  he  told  her  immediately  to  stand  child  down  and  let  it 
walk  to  its  mother ;  the  girl  refused,  she  said  it  could  not  walk ;  he 
repeated  it  a  second  time  in  more  loud  and  furious  tone.  And  Marga- 
retta  said:  “Why!  Morgan,  thee  knows  he  can’t  walk  one  step.” 
Morgan  Hinchman  then  told  Betsey,  the  girl,  that  she  should  leave  his 
house  because  she  would  not  mind  him.  He  discharged  her  at  once  ; 
he  did’nt  pay  her  off  in  my  presence ;  he  said  he  paid  her  then.  I’ve 
heard  Jesse  Forker  say  Morgan  was  crazy.  Jesse  gave  an  instance, 
in  regard  to  whipping  one  of  his  own  (Morgan  Hinchmaii’s)  children. 
He  told  me  he  wipped  it  so  that  Margaretta  was  forced  to  call  to  him. 
That  when  Morgan  saw  (him,)  Jesse  coming,  he  slipped  in  to  his  own 
dining  room  and  locked  the  door.  He  said  he  called  to  Morgan  to 
come  out,  but  he  could  not  get  him  to.  He  said  he  stood  looking  out 
at  the  window  like  a  perfect  idiot,  as  long  as  he  staid. 

Cross-examined. — Sister-in-law  of  J.  D.  Michener.  Examined  be¬ 
fore.  Samuel  Richie  called  on  me  to  be  examined.  I  have  written 
out  what  I  said.  I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Biddle,  (counsel.)  It  was  not  a 
request  at  all.  Sometime  through  course  of  this  week.  I  had’nt  seen 
Samuel  Richie  to  to  speak  to  him.  J.  D.  Michener  did’nt  request  it. 
By  “carousing,”  I  mean  making  noise  through  the  house,  walking  out, 
moving  chairs.  No  other  person  in  the  house,  except  our  own  family, 
who  were  all  in  bed.  I  found  Morgan  Hinchman  there  when  I  went 
down  ;  he  was  walking  about — he  was  impatient  to  go.  I  visited  him 
in  1845,  1  believe  the  date  I  give  now  is  correct.  1  said  on  a  former 

occasion,  that  Sarah  Forker  had  one  of  the  children.  Can’t  say  what 
the  age  of  the  child  was  ;  should  not  think  it  more  than  one  year  old. 
It  was  John.  Perhaps  I  might  have  said,  she  said  I  will  not  do  it,  and 
I’ll  let  you  know  it.  Don’t  recollect  I  said  this  on  former  examination. 
They  passed  into  sitting  room,  and  we  were  in  other  room.  I  don’t 
know  what  was  said  there.  He  called  upon  me,  and  said  he  would 
like  me  to  be  a  witness  to  his  having  paid  her  off.  She  refused  to  sign 
it.  I  thought,  from  way  he  appeared  before  he  went  to  room,  it  was 
evidence  of  insanity.  Very  little  he  said  during  evening;  he  sat  very 
stupid — he  sat  with  his  head  down ;  would  then  throw  it  up  with  a 
very  lively  quick  eye,  but  said  but  little.  Don’t  recollect  any  thing 
more.  He  was  in  his  working  clothes.  He  complained  not  of  fatigue. 
We  were  quite  intimate  then.  Don’t  recollect  any  other  occasion  now. 
I  do  remember  being  examined  on  subject  of  meeting  him  at  meeting 
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house.  I  should  suppose  that  was  in  1845  ;  after  occurrence  of  child. 
I  rode  part  way  home  with  him.  I  had  entirely  forgotten  about  Jesse 
Forker  then.  Some  things  seemed  to  have  slipped  my  memory,  and 
others  seemed  fresh.  My  sister  accompanied  me  home.  I  think  it 
unusual  for  him  to  sit  with  his  head  down,  and  look  wild  when  he 
raised  his  head.  When  we  were  coming  from  meeting  his  countenance 
looked  so  distressed  that  I  thought  him  insane.  I  formed  an  opinion 
he  was  insane  when  he  was  there  over  night.  Frequently  rode  with 
him  and  his  wife.  Saw  nothing  then  to  make  me  think  him  insane. 
I  stated,  he  said  there  was  something  the  matter  with  the  horse. 
Nothing  improper  in  his  conduct;  in  his  countenance.  Saw  him  at 
meeting  in  a  cart — did’nt  consider  that  a  mark  of  insanity.  The  child 
very  backward  about  walking;  could’nt  have  been  two  years  old. 
Don’t  know'  when  it  was  born. 

(Inquisition  says  child  was  four  years  old  in  1847,  so  Mr.  Reed  says.) 

Betsey  deceased  now.  While  Morgan  Hinchman  in  Asylum,  Jesse 
told  me.  He  told  me  at  my  father’s  house.  Present,  Jesse  Jones,  his 
wife,  Mary  Ann,  Jesse’s  wife  and  Em.  Clymer,  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
hired  girl.  Don’t  think  it  w'as  first  year  after  he  came  up.  My  father 
and  Morgan  Hinchman  had  difficulty  about  the  line  fence. 

Chief, — I  fell  best  satisfied  to  walk  rest  of  way,  from  way  his  coun¬ 
tenance  seemed.  He  got  out  one  side,  and  told  me  there  was  no 
danger — I  slipped  out.  I  was  more  afraid  of  the  man ;  did’nt  see  any¬ 
thing  about  the  horse. 

Jeremiah  Willets,  affirmed. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  presented :  the  same  minutes  referred 
to  in  his  yesterday’s  examination,  read  as  follows : 

At  a  monthly  meeting  of  Friends,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  Northern 
District,  held,  4th  month  29th,  1849. 

From  our  preparative  meeting  was  introduced  the  case  of  Morgan 
Hinchman,  who  has  been  treated  with  for  behaving  in  an  unkind  and 
violent  manner  towards  his  mother ;  to  treat  further  with  him,  John  L. 
Kite  and  Josiah  H.  Newbold  are  appointed. 

At  a  monthly  meeting  held,  5th  month  27th,  1845.  On  hearing  the 
report  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  it  was,  after 
sometime  being  spent  in  the  consideration  of  it,  concluded  to  rest  it 
under  care  of  the  committee  another  month. 

At  a  monthly  meeting,  6th  month  24th,  1845.  On  again  attending 
to  the  case  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  after  sometime  spent  in  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  it,  it  was  concluded  to  rest  it  under  the  care  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  another  month. 


196 


At  a  monthly  meeting,  7th  month  22d,  1845.  The  committee  in  the 
case  of  Morgan  Hinchman  is  further  continued. 

At  a  monthly  meeting,  8th  month  26th,  1845.  The  committee  in  the 
case  of  Morgan  Hinchman  is  further  continued. 

At  a  monthly  meeting,  9th  month  23rd,  1845,  a  communication 
from  Morgan  Hinchman  was  received  and  read,  and  on  hearing  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  visit  him,  it  was  concluded  to  con¬ 
tinue  him  in  membership,  of  which  they  are  desired  to  inform  him. 

Agreed  to  continue  Morgan  Hinchman  in  membership,  upon  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Morgan  Hinchman.  Not  customary  to  record  the 
communications.  I  asked  John  Lippincott  for  the  communication  since 
I  have  come  into  Court  here. 

(Communication  asked  to  be  produced.) 

Examination  of  witness  further  postponed. 

(Book  handed  to  the  witness.) 

This  is  the  book  of  Discipline  of  the  Friends. 

George  M.  Stroud,  affirmed. 

I  am  a  relation  to  both  parties  here ;  one  by  marriage,  one  by  blood. 
When  I  was  on  the  bench,  about  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  I  was  called 
upon  by  Morgan  Hinchman ;  we  were  together,  and  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  told  me  there  was  a  marriage  settlement  between  him  and  his  wife, 
and  he  desired  to  set  it  aside ;  he  said  that  settlement  was  dated  or  exe¬ 
cuted  on  a  Sunday;  then  the  point  was,  whether  I  did  not  think  it  was 
void  ;  a  case  I  had  decided  before  on  that  subject,  in  1840 ;  I  decided 
it  could  be  set  aside  in  such  a  case ;  I  told  him,  he  had  better  leave  the 
thing  alone;  he  said  he  thought  the  property  was  not  well  managed, 
Morgan  Hinchman  I  met  with  at  the  Insurance  Office ;  first  time  I  had 
seen  him  for  a  long  while.  I  learned  from  him  then,  he  had  returned 
from  the  Asylum  ;  about  two  weeks  before,  was  informed  he  was  in  the 
Asylum.  I  felt  interested,  had  known  him ;  at  that  time  had  given 
him  several  ground  rents  to  draw,  between  the  10th  and  15th  July, 
1847  ;  the  interviews  from  that  brought  us  together  often;  on  one  oc¬ 
casion  he  told  me  he  would  be  glad  to  return  to  his  wife  and  children, 
at  Germantown ;  and  he  requested  me  to  go  to  Germantown,  and  see 
his  wife  and  sister-in-law,  in  reference  to  it,  I  went  on  a  Saturday, 
but  could  not  find  the  place,  and  so  reported  to  him ;  he  then  gave  me 
precise  directions,  and  upon  his  urgent  importunities,  I  went  again  and 
found  the  place;  his  wife  and  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  were  both  at  home, 
in  the  same  apartment.  I  introduced  the  purpose  for  which  I  came. 
I  told  them  I  did  not  come  out  as  special  friend  or  counsel  of  Morgan 
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Hinchman ;  that  I  was  a  relation  of  theirs,  a  second  cousin  of  mine, 
and  my  wife  a  second  cousin  of  his.  I  recollect  his  wife  said  at  once, 
when  I  stated  my  purpose  in  coming:  “  Why  don’t  he  return;”  and 
I  think  they  said  they  had  expected  him  ;  they  both  said  the  house  was 
open  for  him  to  return  ;  that  he  could  come  there  and  live  there ;  go  in 
and  out  at  his  pleasure;  and  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  said,  it  is  my  house, 
my  sister  is  living  with  me  and  her  children,  and  of  course  he  cannot 
have  control  of  my  servants,  or  control  over  my  domestic  arrangements, 
but  in  other  respects  he  may  be  here  as  unrestrained  and  as  comforta¬ 
ble  as  need  to  be.  His  wife  asked,  “  where  he  then  was  ?”  I  told  her 
he  was  boarding ;  and  she  said  she  was  uneasy  about  him,  for  she  was 
not  aware  of  his  having  any  means.  I  told  them  they  need  not  be 
anxious  on  that  point,  for  I  had  already  given  him  business  to  the 
amount  of  $60;  for  which  they  both  expressed  themselves  very  glad, 
as  it  showed  he  had  means  of  support.  I  told  them,  I  thought  he  was 
perfectly  well,  and  they  then  said  he  had  been  differently.  I  staid  there 
a  considerable  time,  and  much  conversation  between  us.  I  staid  so 
late,  that  I  did  not  get  back  till  9  o’clock  at  night ;  much  gratified  with 
the  result  of  my  visit,  and  regretted  I  could  not  instantly  communicate 
it  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  as  1  thought  he  would  go  right  up.  I  saw 
him  on  Monday  morning,  I  think  at  my  office.  I  told  him  there  was 
no  obstacle  to  his  return ;  both  his  wife  and  sister-in-law  appeared  per¬ 
fectly  cordial  and  of  good  feeling  towards  him.  I  considered  them  as 
having  authorized  me  to  tell  him  to  return.  I  communicated  this  to 
him  fully.  I  told  him,  it  was  an  essential  thing  on  both  sides,  that 
there  should  be  no  recurrence  to  past  events  ;  whole  thing  should  be 
passed  over ;  that  an  indispensable  rule  in  all  such  cases  for  reconcilia¬ 
tions.  From  what  he  said  to  me,  I  should  think  his  wife  was  in  every 
respect  attached  to  him  ;  he  met  me  with  a  flat  refusal  to  return  to  Ger¬ 
mantown,  where  he  had  sent  me  to  prepare  the  parties  for  his  reception 
and  return  ;  he  said  he  meant  to  have  the  past  all  over  again,  and  in¬ 
stead  of  returning  to  his  wife,  she  should  return  to  him  with  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  that  they  or  she  were  all  wrong,  and  that  he  was  all  right. 
Before  I  went  at  all,  I  think  I  told  him  that  one  of  the  conditions  on 
which  I  should  go,  was  that  there  should  be  no  reverting  to  the  past, 
or  I  never  would  have  gone ;  he  told  me  on  one  occasion  he  had  been 
permitted  the  range  of  the  grounds,  and  had  gone  to  his  brother-in- 
law’s,  at  Cheltenham,  about  nine  miles  from  the  Asylum,  and  I  think 
he  said  he  had  staid  over,  all  night ;  he  said  he  had  returned  in  a  con¬ 
veyance  of  his  brother-in-law’s,  and  that  his  return  should  not  seem  to 
be  a  forced  one,  he  walked  in  of  his  own  accord  ;  he  spoke  of  re¬ 
gaining  possession  of  his  property ;  I  think  in  the  first  place,  a  sirriple 
proposition,  his  property  should  be  returned  ;  he  said  the  property  might 
remain  under  the  control  of  L.  Mifflin,  (but  not  as  his  committee ;)  he 
seemed  satisfied  with  his  management  of  it ;  he  told  me  once  at  least, 
that  when  he  went  to  the  Asylum,  he  was  certainly  very  much  out  of 
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health,  that  he  was  labouring  and  had  been  labouring  under  an  attack 
of  dyspepsia  ,*  he  said  he  always  said  he  was  not  insane,  and  he  said 
this  as  an  explanation  of  his  conduct;  of  his  irregularities  ;  that  it  arose 
from  severe  protracted  indisposition;  that  Doctor  Worthington  had 
treated  him  for  it,  had  removed  the  cause,  and  he  was  a  perfectly  well 
man. 

Cross-examined. — He  wished  the  deed  of  trust  put  aside,  nolens  vo- 
lens.  No  idea  of  a  continuance  of  trust.  I  think  he  said  the  cause 
of  his  desire  was,  the  mismanagement  of  the  estate.  Morgan  Hinch- 
man  was  very  prompt  in  the  business  I  had  with  him.  They  were 
executed  on  the  15th  ;  I  think  I  gave  them  to  him  on  the  12th  ;  he  did 
the  work  correctly  ;  he  never  told  me  the  mode  of  his  being  taken*.  I 
do  not  know  where  I  got  my  information  as  to  it,  but  I  heard  it  some 
where,  that  Samuel  Richie  and  Edward,  were  concerned  in  it.  That 
she  was  to  make  the  acknowledgments.  No  stipulation  that  he  should 
pay  his  board.  The  doors  were  thrown  open,  and  he  might  enter  Eliza¬ 
beth  Shoemaker’s  house.  I  think  he  said  he  wished  counsel  at  the  in¬ 
quest  ;  he  had  written  a  letter  before  he  came  out  of  the  Asylum, 
which  was  shown  me,  in  which  he  had  mentioned  my  name  among 
others,  as  his  counsel.  Do  not  remember  his  allusion  to  any  disease, 
except  what  I  have  stated.  I  do  not  recollect  any  complaint  that  his 
confinement  was  unpleasant  to  him,  farther  than  his  want  of  liberty ; 
he  told  me  of  Professor  Stewart  having  struck  him. 

The  letter  shown  to  me  by  his  uncle,  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  before 
he  left  the  Asylum. 

(Letter  shown  to  witness.) 

Seems  a  great  deal  more  than  I  saw.  List  corresponds  very  much 
with  what  I  saw. 

Letter,  dated  6th  month  11th,  1847. 

(Letter  offered  in  evidence,  and  objected  to  ) 

I  received  my  last  appointment  the  5th  of  February,  1848.  In 
consequence  of  that  letter  that  was  shown  to  me,  I  saw  persons  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Asylum.  I  think  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  was  present 
all  the  time  during  the  interview  at  Germantown. 

Oross-examhied. — Morgan  Hinchman  called  upon  to  ascertain  whe¬ 
ther  he  could  go  to  Germantown,  to  see  his  family  and  wife ;  to  come 
back  there ;  to  have  things  all  put  together ;  he  told  me  one  of  his 
children  died  while  he  was  in  the  Asylum. 

Benjamin  Davis,  affirmed. 

Manager  of  the  Asylum,  at  Frankford.  Familiar  with  its  rules;  for 
two  years  I  have  been  a  mana^r. 
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(Book  with  written  rules  and  regulations,  handed  to  witness.) 

These  are  the  rules.  The  practice  is,  to  have  a  certificate  from  a 
physician  who  has  seen  the  patient,  and  an  order  from  the  manager ; 
the  practice  to  receive  the  patient,  as  far  as  the  superintendent  is  con¬ 
cerned.  Such  the  duty  of  the  superintendent,  to  receive  him  and  take 
charge  of  him.  The  superintendent  has  not  the  discretion  to  refuse 
the  patient,  I  believe.  A  special  committee  to  give  orders ;  the  orders 
sometimes  signed  by  more,  sometimes  less.  Generally  two  or  three 
signs  the  order.  The  duty  of  the  resident  physician  to  visit  the  pa¬ 
tient  and  administer  to  him. 

(The  rules  of  the  institution,  1840,  read  by  Mr.  Gibbons.) 


RULES  FOR  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  ASYLUM. 

Section  1. — Of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

RULE  1. 

Stated  Meetings  of  the  Managers  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Se¬ 
cond-day  of  the  week  in  each  month,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  Special  meetings  may,  at  other  times  be  convened,  at  the  request 
of  three  members;  due  notice  of  which  meetings  shall  be  communi¬ 
cated  by  the  Clerk. 

RULE  2. 

The  following  standing  committees,  exclusive  of  the  visiting  Mana¬ 
gers,  shall  be  under  appointment,  viz.  : 

1.  A  Committee  of  Accounts^  to  consist  of  three  members,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  accounts  of  the  Institution,  and  to 
aid  the  Superintendent  in  the  collection  of  bills  due  on  account  of  pa¬ 
tients  at  the  Asylum. 

2.  A  Committee  on  Loans  and  Annuities^  to  consist  of  three  mem¬ 
bers,  to  receive  donations  and  annuities,  and  when  directed,  to  obtain 
loans. 

3.  A  Committee  on  the  Medical  Department^  to  consist  of  six, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  have  the  special  charge  of  that  department, 
and  of  the  employment  and  amusement  of  the  patients. 

4.  A  Committee  on  Farmings  to  consist  of  four  members,  to  have 
charge  of  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  and  garden. 

5.  A  Committee  on  Admissions,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  re¬ 
ceive  applications  and  grant  orders  for  the  admission  of  patients,  they 
shall  keep  a  Register  of  the  patients  which  together  with  their  minutes 
shall  be  submitted  to  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Managers. 
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RULE  3. 

A  Clerk  shall  be  annually  appointed  to  keep  regular  and  correct 
minutes  of  the  transactions  of  the  Managers.  He  shall  also  keep  an 
Order  Book^  upon  the  margin  of  which  shall  be  noted  the  accounts  to 
which  each  order  is  chargeable.  The  orders  shall  express  the  general 
purpose  for  which  they  are  drawn. 

Section  2. — Of  the  Visiting  Managers. 

RULE  1. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  to  be  held  as  soon  as  convenient  after 
their  appointment,  the  several  Managers,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Clerk  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  arranged  as  visiting  Managers,  so  that 
three  of  them  shall  be  constantly  under  appointment ;  each  member  to 
serve  for  a  term,  or  terms,  not  exceeding  two  months,  but  in  such  or¬ 
der,  that  one  and  two  members  shall  be  alternately  released  at  each 
stated  meeting. 

RULE  2. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  visiting  Managers  to  meet  at  the  Asylum, 
on  the  seventh  day  of  each  week,  to  inspect  into  the  condition  of  the 
patients  and  family,  and  at  least  once  in  the  month  visit  the  patients 
while  at  their  meals,  and  ascertain  by  personal  inspection  that  every 
patient  is  in  the  house  or  on  the  premises.  They  shall  furnish  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  with  advice  and  assistance  in  cases  that  may  require  it, 
and  have,  in  general,  a  controling  care  of  the  Asylum.  They  shall 
keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings  ;  report  a  monthly  statement  of  the 
Superintendent’s  receipts  and  expenditures  ,*  and  submit  their  minutes 
at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Managers. 

RULE  3. 

Should  a  Visiting  Manager  be  unable  at  any  time  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  his  appointment,  he  shall  procure  a  member  to  act  in  his  place, 
and  in  case  of  his  not  doing  so,  his  colleagues  may  appoint  a  substitute 
for  him. 


Section  3. — Of  the  Admission  of  Patients. 

RULE  1. 

When  application  for  the  admission  of  a  patient  is  made,  a  certifi¬ 
cate,  obtained  when  practicable,  from  a  physician  in  the  neighbourhood, 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Admissions,  giving  a  statement 
of  the  case  according  to  the  form,  and  in  reply  to  the  queries  sub¬ 
joined. 
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I  do  hereby  certify,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  of 

aged  years,  is  in  a  state  of  insanity,  and  proper  to  be  received 
into  a  house  provided  for  the  relief  of  persons  of  that  description. 

I  further  certify,  that  the  answers  annexed  to  the  following  queries 
are  correct,  as  far  as  I  can  judge. 

1.  How  long  has  the  patient  been  afflicted  with  insanity  ? 

Answer. 

2.  What  medical,  or  other  means  have  been  used  ? 

Answer. 

3.  Has.  the  patient  shown  any  disposition  to  injure  him  or  herself, 
or  any  other  person  ? 

Answer. 

4.  Does  any  other  complaint  exist  ? 

Answer. 

5.  What  other  circumstances  have  occurred  tending  to  throw  light 
on  the  case  ? 

Answer. 

18  M.  D. 


RULE  2. 

Previous  to  or  on  the  admission  of  such  patient,  an  examination  shall 
be  made  of  the  case,  by  the  attending  or  resident  Physician,  and  his 
certificate  obtained  that  such  person  “  has  been  examined  by  him,  is 
found  to  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  or  her  reason,  and  may  with 
propriety  be  admitted  as  a  patient  into  the  Asylum and  the  following 
bond  shall  be  signed  by  two  competent  sureties,  (one  of  whom  must 
reside  in  or  near  Philadelphia,)  for  the  regular  payment  of  such  board 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Committee  on  Admissions. 

Application  is  hereby  made  for  the  admission  of 
as  a  patient  into  the  Asylum,  for  the  relief  of  persons  deprived  of  the 
use  of  their  reason ;  upon  whose  admission,  we  severally  engage  to 
provide  a  sufficiency  of  suitable  clothing  for  use  whilst  there ; 

to  pay  to  Superintendent  of  said  Institution,  or  to  his 

assigns  or  successor  in  office  dollars  per  week,  for  board  ;  not 

less  than  four  weeks  to  be  paid  under  any  circumstances  ;  to  make  com¬ 
pensation  for  all  damages  done  by  to  the  glass,  bedding,  or  furni¬ 
ture,  and  to  cause  to  be  removed  when  discharged  ;  and  in  the 
event  of  death  whilst  there,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  burial. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  this  day  of  A.  D.  18 

WITNESS  (l.  s.) 

(l.  s.) 

RULE  3. 

When  the  price  of  board  has  been  fixed,  no  change  of  it  shall  be 
made,  but  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

26 
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RULE  4. 

The  forms  of  certificate  to  be  signed  by  the  attending  or  resident 
Physician,  and  of  orders  of  admission,  shall  be  as  under ; — 

CERTIFICATE  OF  EXAMINATION. 

I  have  examined  together  with  the  cer¬ 

tificate  produced,  (when  that  required  by  Rule  1,  has  been  furnished,) 
and  find  that  is  deprived  of  the  use  of  reason,  and  may  with 
propriety  be  admitted  as  a  patient  into  the  Asylum. 

PHYSICIAN. 

To  the  Committee  on  Admissions. 

mo.  18 

ORDER  FOR  ADMISSION. 

Admit  as  a  patient  into  the  Asylum 

for  the  relief  of  persons  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  reason. 

>  Committee  on 
S  Admissions, 

n'  ^ 

10 

Superintendent, 

Section  4. — Of  the  Discharge  of  Patients, 

RULE  1. 

Previously  to  the  discharge  of  a  patient,  application  in  writing 
should  be  made  by  one  or  both  of  the  sureties,  or  by  some  other  au¬ 
thorized  friend  of  the  patient,  to  the  visiting  Managers,  who  may  there¬ 
upon  issue  their  order  to  the  Superintendent  for  his  or  her  discharge. 
Such  order  shall  be  accompanied  by  the  resident  physician’s  certificate, 
stating  the  condition  of  the  patient  at  the  time. 

RULE  2. 

% 

In  case  of  a  patient  being  fully  restored,  or  other  causes  rendering 
his  or  her  removal  proper,  reasonable  notice  shall  be  given  thereof,  to 
the  friends  of  the  patient ;  but  should  they  decline  applying  for  a  dis¬ 
charge,  the  visiting  Managers  shall  report  the  case  to  the  Board,  and 
proceed  under  its  direction  to  discharge  and  remove  the  patient. 

Section  5. — Of  the  Accounts  of  the  Institution, 

RULE  1. 

The  committee  of  accounts  shall  cause  proper  entries  to  be  regularly 
made  in  books  procured  for  the  purpose,  of  all  monies  or  property  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  contributors,  as  well  as  all  monies  duly  paid  by  the  trea¬ 
surer  on  their  account,  a  separate  account  being  kept  for  each  patient. 
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The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superintendent,  after  being  allowed 
by  the  board,  shall  be  the  vouchers  for  such  entries. 

RULE  2. 

The  accounts  shall  be  designated  as  follows : — 

Contributions-^  Donations^  and  Legacies, 

To  shew  the  amount  received  in  life,  annual,  and  meetings’  subscrip¬ 
tions  ;  also  donations  and  legacies.  The  day  book  entry  to  state  the 
kind  and  amount  of  subscription  or  legacy  received. 

Annuities. 

To  record  the  amount  of  annuities  received  :  the  day  book  entry  to 
express  4he  name  of  the  annuitant,  and  the  conditions  on  which  the 
money  is  received. 

Treasurer, 

To  exhibit  the  amount  of  money  received  into  the  treasury,  as  well 
as  payments  made  by  the  treasurer. 

Asylum  Farm. 

To  shew  the  cost  of  the  farm  and  buildings  exclusive  of  the  Asylum 
building  and  yards ;  all  permanent  improvements  on  the  farm  to  be 
charged  to  this  account. 

Asylum  Building  and  Yards, 

This  account  to  shew  the  amount  expended  in  the  Asylum  building 
and  yards,  in  additions  to  them,  and  in  fixtures  to  be  from  time  to  time 
erected. 

Interest  Account, 

To  exhibit  the  amount  of  interest  paid  on  annuities,  or  money  bor¬ 
rowed  for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 

Furniture, 

To  shew  the  amount  of  furniture  in  the  Asylum,  or  that  may  here¬ 
after  be  purchased ;  such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the 
place  of  those  worn  out  or  destroyed,  to  be  charged  to  farm  and  family 
expenses. 

Medical  Department. 

This  account  to  exhibit  the  cost  of  medicines  and  apparatus  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  medical  department.  The  supplies  of  medicines,  &:c.,  pro¬ 
cured  during  the  year,  and  the  physician’s  salary  to  be  placed  under 
this  head. 

Library. 

To  shew  the  cost  of  book  cases  and  books  purchased. 
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Salaries  and  Wages, 

This  account  to  be  charged  with  the  payment  of  all  salaries  and 
wages,  except  the  physician’s  salary. 

Farm  and  Family  Expenses. 

Supplies  for  the  farm  and  family,  of  all  descriptions  not  properly 
chargeable  to  other  accounts,  to  be  entered  under  this  head  ,*  also  re¬ 
pairs,  stock,  &c. 

Incidental  Expenses. 

To  shew  the  amount  of  expenditures  in  printing,  stationery,  taxes, 
and  charges  incident  to  the  meetings  and  business  of  the  Managers. 

Board  Account. 

To  exhibit  the  amount  of  board  of  patients — the  board  to  be  charged 
quarterly. 

Damages  by  Patients. 

This  account  to  be  credited  with  glass  broken,  and  furniture  injured 
or  destroyed  by  patients. 

Annual  Summary. 

This  account  to  shew  the  gain  or  loss  of  the  institution  for  each 
year :  the  expenditures  charged  under  the  heads  of  farm  and  family 
expenses,  interest  account,  medical  department,  (for  medicines  and 
salary,)  salaries  and  wages,  and  incidental  expenses  to  be  charged  to 
this  account,  and  the  board  of  patients,  and  damages,  to  be  credited. 

RULE  3. 

The  Superintendent  shall  be  required  to  keep  the  following  books, 
viz. : 

Booh  of  Admission  and  Discharge, 

To  record  the  names  and  ages  of  patients,  shewing  the  time  of  their 
reception  and  discharge,  as  well  as  the  names  of  their  sureties,  and  the 
prices  of  their  board. 

Account  of  monies  received  and  paid. 

Tn  this  book  the  Superintendent  is  to  charge  all  monies  passing 
through  his  hands  on  account  of  the  institution.  An  abstract  from  this 
account  is  to  be  laid  before  the  visiting  Managers  once  a  month,  for 
examination  and  allowance;  the  amount  found  to  have  been  paid  by 
him  is  to  be  reimbursed  by  an  order  of  the  board  on  the  treasurer,  and 
the  amount  received  by  him  during  the  month,  to  be  reported  to  the 
Managers,  and  paid  to  the  treasurer  by  the  Superintendent. 

A  BOOK,  to  enter  the  board  of  patients,  and  any  other  subjects  of 
charge  against  them,  as  well  as  to  exhibit  an  account  of  wages  paid  to 
the  assistants  at  the  Asylum. 
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Receipt  Book, 

’  In  which  receipts  are  to  be  taken  for  monies  paid  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent, 

Diary, 

To  contain  an  account  of  such  events  as  it  may  be  deemed  expe¬ 
dient  to  record. 

RULE  4. 

An  order  book  shall  be  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  Managers,  upon 
the  margin  of  which  shall  be  noted  the  accounts  to  which  each  order 
is  chargeable.  The  orders  shall  express  the  general  purpose  for  which 
they  are  drawn. 

RULE  5. 

The  treasurer  shall  be  requested  to  submit  at  each  stated  meeting  of 
the  board  an  account  of  monies  received  and  paid  by  him  during  the 
preceding  month,  and  of  the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands. 


Section  6. — Of  the  Superintendent^  the  Matron,  and  their  Assistants, 

RULE  1. 

The  Superintendent  shall  have  the  charge  of  the  Institution  and  its 
appendages,  he  shall  preserve  order  in  the  family,  shall  employ  suita¬ 
ble  persons  to  take  care  of  the  patients,  and  shall  see  that  they  perform 
their  duty  faithfully.  He  shall  engage  the  necessary  assistance  for  the 
management  of  the  farm  and  garden,  as  well  as  for  the  domestic  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  house ;  make  provision  for  the  comfortable  support  of  the 
family,  and  in  general,  shall  have  the  direction  of  the  concerns  of  the 
Institution,  agreeably  to  instructions  from  the  visiting  Managers. 

RULE  2. 

The  matron  shall  have  the  direction  of  the  domestic  economy  of  the 
house,  and  the  general  charge  and  over-sight  of  the  female  patients, 
and  shall  be  careful  that  no  attention  is  omitted  which  shall  be  thought 
needful  to  their  comfort  and  recovery. 

RULE  3. 

The  men  keepers  employed  in  the  Institution  shall  have,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent,  the  particular  charge  of  the  male  pa¬ 
tients,  and  shall  devote  as  much  of  their  time  as  possible  to  their  safety, 
comfort  and  improvement.  When  the  Superintendent  or  matron  may 
deem  it  necessary,  their  services  may  be  required  in  the  women’s  de¬ 
partment. 
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RULE  4. 

The  women  keepers,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  and 
matron,  shall  have  the  exclusive  charge  of  the  female  patients,  and  shall 
devote  their  time  to  their  safety,  comfort,  and  recovery. 


Section  7. — Of  the  Medical  Department. 

RULE  1. 

An  attending  Physician  shall  be  appointed  to  visit  the  Asylum  twice 
a  week,  and  oftener  when  necessary,  and  a  resident  Physician  to  reside 
in  the  house.  They  shall  examine  the  patients  when  brought  to  the 
house  with  their  certificates,  and  report  their  views  of  their  condition 
to  the  visiting  Managers ;  furnishing  a  certificate  of  examination  in 
such  cases  as  are  suitable  to  be  admitted.  They  shall  prepare  and 
direct  all  the  necessary  medical  remedies  for  the  patients,  and  confer 
together  on  their  cases.  The  medical  department  shall  be  entirely 
under  their  care ;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
Superintendent  in  the  moral  treatment  of  the  patients,  and  promote  their 
restoration  with  all  means  in  their  power. 

RULE  2. 

The  Physicians  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  names,  former  abode, 
age,  and  event  of  the  cases  of  the  patients,  in  books  provided  for  the 
purpose,  and  belonging  to  the  Institution  ;  in  which  also  shall  be  noticed 
a  particular  account  of  the  disease,  its  progress,  the  remedies  used,  and 
such  remarks  as  may  be  useful.  They  shall  likewise  furnish  monthly 
to  the  Managers,  a  written  statement  of  the  health  and  condition  of  the 
patients  severally. 


Section  8. — Of  Visiters  to  the  Asylum. 

RULE  1 . 

When  near  relations  or  particular  friends  desire  to  be  admitted  to 
see  patients,  application  must  be  made  to  the  Superintendent ;  or,  in  his 
absence,  to  the  attending  or  resident  Physician,  who  may  allow  such 
visits  when  circumstances  will  admit. 

RULE  2. 

As  the  general  admission  of  visiters  would  be  improper  and  injurious 
to  the  patients  ,*  no  persons,  except  as  above  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
apartments  occupied  by  patients,  unless  introduced  by  a  Manager ;  but, 
on  application  to  the  Superintendent,  they  may  be  shown  such  parts  of 
the  building  and  appendages  as  are  not  so  occupied. 
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RULE  3. 

In  order  to  preserve  quiet  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  visiting  on 
any  account  on  that  day  either  in  the  house  or  on  the  premises,  will  not 
be  permitted,  unless  under  very  peculiar  circumstances. 

Adjourned  till  2  o’clock. 


Benjamin  Davis,  continues. 

I  was  present  at  interview  of  Morgan  Hinchman  and  mother  while 
he  was  at  Asylum.  I  present  at  Asylum  at  time  she  came  there,  and 
assisted  her  from  carriage.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  soon  informed  of 
her  being  there,  and  he  made  his  appearance  shortly.  This  about  3 
o’clock,  fourth  month.  She  seemed  Very  much  affected  at  seeing  him. 
He  under  great  excitement  at  time — and  commenced  charging  her  and 
others  as  the  cause  of  his  being  there.  He  spoke  very  rapidly — under 
very  great  excitement.  I  told  him  I  hoped  he’d  manifest  a  degree  of 
kindness  towards  his  mother,  as  it  was  evident  she  appeared  in  great 
deal  of  trouble.  He  said  he  did’nt  intend  to  manifest  anything  else 
but  kindness  towards  her.  She  attempted  to  explain  the  charges  he 
made  against  her  and  others,  but  he  did’nt  give  her  an  opportunity. 
The  excited  state  of  mind  he  was  in  evidenced  to  my  mind  he  was  far 
from  being  in  a  right  state  of  mind.  She  appeared  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  grief,  and  wished  to  soothe  him,  whenever  an  oppor^unity  offered, 
which  he  did’nt  afford  her.  A  wildness  in  his  eye,  and  his  manner  to 
her  very  repulsive. 

Cross-examined. — Manager  there.  Never  a  Manager  before.  I 
can’t  recollect  what  he  said.  He  reflected  upon  her  and  others.  My 
impression  was  he  had  a  great  deal  of  enmity  towards  her.  I  under¬ 
stood  that  he  complained  of  her  and  others  putting  him  there.  I  was 
not  in  the  parlor  long — not  more  than  ten  minutes.  Two  females 
came  into  parlor  when  I  left.  No  man  in  the  parlor.  Philip  Garret 
standing  in  the  door.  I  did’nt  consider  him  mad,  but  not  very  kind. 
I  believed  at  that  time  he  was  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  reason.  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  was  standing — he  manifested  no  violence  to  any  one. 
He  said  he  felt  no  unkindness  to  his  mother.  I  did’nt  know  his  mother 
had  contributed  to  put  him  there.  I  heard  some  time  afterwards  by 
whom  he  was  placed  there.  I  have  heard  imputations  against  him 
previous  to  his  being  put  in  the  Asylum.  I  heard  something  from  my 
wife,  of  something  that  occurred  at  the  farm  under  an  apple  tree.  I 
think  this  was  before  he  vvas  in  Asylum.  I  knew  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
father.  Might  have  seen  him  when  he  was  in  bank.  Can’t  say  I  heard 
anything  against  him  there.  I  think  he  complained  of  not  being  able 
to  write  to  any  of  his  friends  while  in  there. 
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Philip  S.  Justice^  affirmed. 

Fifth  and  Conamerce,  in  business.  Steinmetz  &  Justice.  About  first 
May,  1847,  I  was  riding  on  one  of  little  roads  that  comes  out  across 
the  Asylum  Und  passes  into  Second  street  road  ,*  not  being  aware  of 
my  exact  locality,  I  became  lost ;  seeing  a  man  ahead  of  me  decently 
dressed,  I  overtook  him,  and  asked  him  where  I  could  strike  the  turn¬ 
pike.  He  approached  my  wagon  and  placed  his  hand  on  the  dasher. 
And  for  first  time  I  noticed  a  very  strong  marked  feature  about  him, 
which  led  me  at  once  to  suspect  something  wrong.  He  had  that  pecu¬ 
liar  wildness  which  I  have  before  noticed  in  the  eyes  of  insane  persons. 
Moving  his  head  rapidly,  and  for  a  moment  not  speaking  in  answer  to 
my  question.  I  think  I  repeated  the  question  a  second  time.  He  then 
replied,  “  no,”  in  a  short  quick  manner, — “  he  was  a  stranger,  and  did 
not  know  the  road.”  And  asked  if  I  knew  him?  I  said  no;  that  I 
had  never  seen  him  to  my  knowledge.  He  said  his  name  was  (M.  H.) 
Morgan  Hinchman, — he  said  he  had  escaped.  I  inquired  where  from, 
and  put  in  word  Asylum,  I  believe.  Being  in  neighborhood,  I  supposed 
it  must  be  from  there  he  had  escaped.  But  he  immediately  added  I  am 
on  parole,  but  I  don’t  think  I  shall  return.  I  suggested,  if  he  was  on 
parole  he  had  better  return,  and  ought  to.  /He  said  he  did’nt  think  he 
should,  and  that  he  was  going  to  see  a  lawyer.  He  asked  me  if  I  still 
knew  him  not.  I  said  no.  He  then  detailed  his  difficulties,  perhaps 
briefly.  I  remember  some  most  striking.  He  told  me  that  the  persons 
that  had  put  him  there,  had  killed  his  child,  they  had  estranged  his  wife 
from  him.  I  recollect  one  of  his  expressions, — that  his  wife  had  pro¬ 
mised  to  come  and  see  him  when  the  grass  grew,  but  she  never  had. 
He  also  stated,  that  he  had  lost  a  good  deal  of  money.  That  they 
thought  he  was  squandering  his  money — but  if  he  had  not  been  put  in 
there,  he  would  have  made  it  all  up  again.  I  think  he  said  he  was  as 
able  to  take  care  of  his  money  as  they  were.  We  then  talked  about 
his  “  parole,”  and  I  recommended  him  to  return.  During  this  time  he 
walked  with  his  hand  upon  the  dasher  of  the  wagon,  and  looking  back 
as  if  he  feared  pursuit,  looking  wild,  which  convinced  me  at  once  he 
was  not  “  compos  mentis.”  He  walked  with  me  several  hundred  yards; 
and  he  left  me  at  turn  of  road,  and  1  think  I  saw  him  getting  over  a 
fence,  as  if  to  go  back  to  Asylum.  I  have  never  known  any  of  the 
Richies  ’till  to-day. 

Cross-examined. — My  opinion  formed  before  he  mentioned  he  was 
from  Asylum.  He  had  walked  with  me  about  half  the  distance  before 
I  knew  he  was  from  Asylum.  He  was  with  me  some  six  or  eight 
minutes.  His  general  conversation  ordinary.  It  might  have  been  he 
said,  “  his  friends  had  told  him  she  should  come  to  see  him  when  the 
grass  grew.”  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  “his  friends.”  Roads 
about  there  very  crooked.  He  did’nt  tell  me  how  he  had  been  brought 
there.  He  told  me  his  friends  thought  him  crazy.  I  should  have 
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formed  such  an  opinion  had  it  been  away  from  that  neighborhood.  ' 
He  was  in  nobody’s  charge.  He  did’nt  endeavor  to  argue  why  he 
should’nt  return.  I  think  his  expressions  were  he  should  make  them 
pay  for  it.  I  think  I  had  passed  the  brow  of  a  slight  hill.  Can’t  recol¬ 
lect  who  was  with  me — think  it  was  my  cousin,  who  is  now  in  Europe. 
Never  in  an  Asylum  up  to  that  day.  Some  experience  with  the  inmates 
of  an  Asylum.  I  mentioned  these  things  to  my  parents  on  my  return 
home.  I  never  mentioned  them  to  any  of  the  defendants  ’till  this  morn¬ 
ing.  I  was  subpoenaed  last  Friday,  I  think.  Must  have  mentioned  it 
to  some  persons ;  particularly  mentioned  it  since  the  trial  commenced. 
First  time  on  that  road  for  a  long  while.  My  cousin  sailed  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  this  month — the  one  whom  I  intended  to  ask  if  he  was  with 
me.  My  horse  was  walking — he  was  leaning  in  the  wagon  to  talk 
to  me. 


Yerkes  Saurman,  affirmed. 


Philadelphia,  April  27,  1847. 


Office  of  the 
Fire  Association 
of  Philadelphia, 

No.  34  north  Fifth  st. 
For  Insuring  houses 
from  loss  by  Fire. 


Mr.  Morgan  Hinchman, 

Dr.  To  the  Fire  Association. 

For  six  months  interest  on  Bond  and  Mort¬ 
gage,  due  5th  February,  on  property  east 
side  of  Thirteenth,  above  Wallace  st.,  #48. 


(Bill  handed  to  witness.)  I  received  it  from  Mr.  Richie,  in  Third 
street,  to  pay  interest  money.  Third  May,  1847,  I  received  from 
Edward  Richie  #48.  Paid  interest  money  with  it  at  the  Fire  Associa¬ 
tion  in  Fifth  street.  Paid  number  of  biffs  of  intereit,  &c.,  and  hav’nt 
my  memorandum  with  me.  I  settled  the  account  afterwards  with 
Morgan  Hinchman.  That  is  my  signature.  I  was  agent  of  Morgan 
Hinchman. 


Cross-examined. — Had  been  agent  of  Morgan  Hinchman  for  several 
years,  up  to  time  he  was  put  in  Asylum.  Mr.  Edward  Richie  informed 
me  if  I  had  not  money  enough  to  pay  expenses,  he  had  some  money 
in  his  hands. 
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Robert  Ash^  sworn, 

(Bill  shown  to  witness.) 

Fourth  Ward,  Spring  Garden,  Qth  month  2Qth,  1846. 
Mr.  Morgan  Hinchman. 

You  are  requested  to  pay  the  following  bill  of  Taxes  for  the 
year  1846,  agreeably  to  law,  within  thirty  days,  to  Robert  Ash,  Col¬ 
lector,  No.  348  Brown  street,  below  Tenth,  south  side. 

At  home  daily  from  12  to  1  o’clock,  every  evening,  and  Saturday 
afternoon. 


pg- 

4 


Corporation 

Watch  &  Lp 

Poor. 

Estate, 

Valuation. 

30  cents. 

10  cents. 

20  cts. 

Marshall  st. 

2,300 

6  90 

2  30 

4  60 

Total. 

Dolls.  Cts. 
13  80 


Received  payment  from  Edward  Richie. 

ROBERT  ASH,  Collector. 

Collector  of  Taxes  Fourth  Ward  Spring  Garden,  1846;  This  bill 
paid  sometime  in  early  part  of  1847.  March  and  April.  I  received 
it  from  Edward  Richie.  I  think  Edward  Richie  paid  me.  Can’t  tell 
who  put  Edward  Richie’s  name  in  that  bill.  813  80,  amount  of  the 
receipt. 

Dinah  H.  Taylor,  affirmed. 

Live  113  Marshall  street.  Seven  years  have  lived  there.  Have 
known  Morgan  Hinchman  since  his  marriage  with  Margaretta  Shoe¬ 
maker.  I  knew  him  prior  to  1844,  when  I  saw  him  in  street;  but 
little  more  than  that.  Fifth  2nd  month,  1844,  Morgan  Hinchman  came 
to  our  house — came  in  and  asked  for  me.  I  was  in  my  chamber  pre¬ 
paring  to  go  to  meeting;  he  came  up  into  my  chamber.  He  said  in 
a  hurried  manner  he  wished  to  look  over  my  house,  particularly  in 
garrets;  he  went  up  stairs;  I  followed  him  as  quickly  as  I  could. 
When  I  got  to  platform  of  third  story  staircase,  he  was  standing  in 
third  story  front  room  door,  rubbing  his  hands  and  saying  to  himself, 
I  will  place  a  bureau  here,  and  a  sofa  there ;  he  then  went  on  to 
garret ;  then  clapped  his  hands  and  said,  now  I  will  fix  them  ;  he  came 
down  and  met  me  on  platform ;  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  send  his 
furniture  and  place  it  in  our  house ;  he  then  left  me  and  said  farewell. 
He  went  down  stairs  and  out  front  door,  and  shut  it.  He  rang  the  bell 
immediately  again,  and  came  in  ;  he  met  me  on  second  story  stairway 
and  told  me  he  had  forgotten  to  do  his  errand,  and  that  was,  his  sister 
(E.  R.  Shoemaker,)  had  sent  a  message  of  love  to  me  that  morning, 
and  an  invitation  to  go  with  her  to  our  Quarterly  meeting.  He  would 
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take  us  down  in  his  carriage,  which  was  then  standing  at  our  door ; 
that  she  had  particular  business  with  me.  I  said  no,  Morgan,  I  can’t  go 
with  thee.  He  said,  do  go ;  sister  has  particular  business  with  thee,  and 
will  be  much  disappointed  if  thee  does  not  go ;  he  solicited  me  to  go  in 
strongest  terms  ,*  he  said  he  had  a  gentle  horse  to  his  carriage.  And 
with  a  feeling  of  sympathy  for  Morgan  and  his  sister  Elizabeth,  I  did 
go.  Had  nothing  but  feeling  of  sympathy  for  him  then.  VVe  went  as 
far  as  Morgan  Hinchman’s  house.  When  we  arrived,  his  sister  and 
wife  came  out  to  carriage  to  us,  and  exclaimed  with  one  voice,  “  what 
is  thee  doing  there?”  to  me.  I  said,  Elizabeth  I  have  come  here  by 
thy  request,  and  feeling  for  Morgan  in  his  excited  stale.  I  told  her 
what  he  told  me  in  our  house.  She  said,  I  have  not  spoken  to  Morgan 
this  morning,  and  sent  thee  no  such  message.  Margaretta  said  she  did 
not  know  what  horse  he  had  to  the  carriage,  and  we  had  better  get  out 
of  it.  An  aged  aunt  of  mine,  who  got  in  with  us  at  our  house.  I  said 
we  would  get  out.  We  attempted  to  do  so ;  Morgan  placed  his  hand 
on  my  lap  and  said  you  shall  not  get  out.  Margaretta  said  she  did’nt 
think  it  safe  for  us  to  go  with  him  that  morning.  I  told  Elizabeth  she 
must  go  with  us — she  then  said  she  would  go  on  my  account — and  did 
so.  She  went  in  to  put  on  her  bonnet — while  she  was  gone  I  asked 
Morgan  Hinchman  why  he  deceived  me  by  telling  me  she  had  sent 
that  message.  He  said  in  a  low  tone,  Elizabeth  is  crazy,  placed  his 
hand  on  my  shoulder,  and  said  she  was  as  crazy  as  a  bed-bug  this 
morning.  I  said  Morgan,  please  to  let  us  out.  He  said  she  shall  not 
hurt  thee — Fll  put  her  on  back  seat  with  that  old  Friend,  and  thee  shall 
sit  by  me.  And  I  again  asked  him  to  please  let  me  out,  as  he  had  told 
me  I  was  a  friend  of  his.  He  said,  Dinah,  one  great  reason  I  want 
thee  with  me  this  morning  is,  I  have  a  horse  to  my  carriage  that  has 
never  been  in  harness  before,  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  thought  if  I  had 
a  good  load  of  women  in  it,  it  would  be  a  good  time  to  break  him ;  he 
commenced  talking  to  his  horse,  telling  him  he  would  behave  himself, 
and  hoped  he  would  do  the  best  he  could.  We  started,  and  I  believe 
the  ride  was  indescribable — one  that  will  ever  be  remembered  by  some 
of  us.  When  we  came  to  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Race  streets,  the 
horse  behaved  so  badly  that  a  Friend  stepped  out  and  said  to  Morgan 
Hinchman,  I  hope  thee  has’nt  got  women  in  the  carriage  with  that 
horse ;  he  said  in  a  hurried  manner,  if  he  wished  to  get  in  and  ride, 
there  was  plenty  of  room  between  Dinah  and  himself.  The  Friend 
insisted  upon  his  leaving  us  out  of  the  carriage ;  he  said  to  us,  he  had 
driven  more  horses  than  ever  thee  had  seen.  We  came  to  Fourth  and 
Arch,  and  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  said,  brother  please  to  leave  us  out 
here;  he  said  in  low  tone,  poor  thing,  she  is  crazy,  how  crazy  she  is. 
Pile  of  snow  opposite  the  meeting  house  gate,  which  he  said  his  horse 
must  go  over,  and  then  he  thought  he’d  be  pretty  well  broken  ;  he  did 
go  over  it,  and  I  believe  at  the  risk  of  our  lives.  He  helped  us  out  as 
politely  and  kindly  as  any  one  could  do,  and  asked  us  if  he  should 
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come  for  us  after  meeting  was  out.  I  said,  no  Morgan ;  he  replied  I 
arn  obliged  to  thee.  He  had  never  been  in  our  house  before.  I  met 
him  during  the  same  month,  after  this,  in  Marshall  street.  He  told  me 
he  wanted  to  place  some  furniture  in  our  house,  and  wanted  to  know 
if  there  was  room  for  some.  I  said,  Morgan,  thee  knows  what  room 
there  is  in  our  house,  thee  was  in  on  Quarterly  meeting  morning,  and 
saw  the  house.  “  Saw  thy  house,”  he  said,  •*  I  never  was  in  thy  house 
in  my  life.”  I  said,  Morgan,  thee  recollects  being  there  Quarterly  meet¬ 
ing  morning,  and  took  us  to  meeting.  He  said  he  would  come  up  and 
look  at  the  house  to-morrow,  farewell.  He  came  to  our  house  fall  of 
1846,  with  two  pounds  of  butter,  and  told  us  \^^e  must  buy  it,  he  was 
much  in  want  of  money  ;  he  spoke  to  husband  and  myself.  He  then 
said  to  my  husband,  he  must  get  him  81,000,  he  must  have  it  then; 
he  walked  up  the  dining  room,  rubbing  his  hands,  saying  he  must  have 
the  money.  He  set  the  butter  down,  and  told  us  we  must  take  it,  that 
that  would  be  something  towards  the  81,000,  we  must  take  it ;  we  told 
him  we  did’nt  want  it.  .  He  said  then,  we  must  find  a  customer  for 
Marshall  street  property — for  money  he  must  have,  and  money  he 
would  have.  He  then  left  the  house,  very  much  agitated.  Cool  wea¬ 
ther,  in  the  fall.  My  husband  a  Morocco  Manufacturer.  From  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman’s  house,  we  lived  little  more  than  a  square,  in  1844. 
The  door  of  my  chamber  was  shut  when  he  entered.  Second  story, 
back  room.  No  intimation  of  his  coming  to  see  me.  Did’nt  knock 
at  the  door.  His  wife  and  sister  weeping  when  we  went  there. 

Question. — Did  Mrs.  Hinchman  inform  you  what  the  state  of  her 
husband’s  mind  was  at  that  time. 

Objected  to. 

Mr.  Williams  offers  to  prove  the  declarations  of  the  wife  in  relation 
to  conduct  of  her  husband,  to  show  grounds  for  the  belief  that  he  was 
occasionally  subject  to  derangement  of  intellect — both  as  for  defence 
and  for  mitigation  in  damages.  And  declarations  of  the  wife  as  to 
conduct  of  husband  towards  herself,  made  in  his  absence,  for  same 
purpose. 

Objected  to — objection  sustained — exception  noted. 

Chief. — Benjamin  H.  W'arder  was  the  Friend  who  met  us. 

Cross-exami?ied. — I  am  not  related,  only  f)y  marriage,  to  any  defend¬ 
ants.  Abm.  L.  Taylor,  my  brother-in-law,  has  married  Elizabeth  Shoe¬ 
maker,  since  suit  commenced.  My  brother  married  daughter  of  John 
Lippincott.  Never  but  one  visit  between  our  families.  I  took  lea  at 
his  house  once.  He  never  at  my  house  to  tea.  Margaret  Blake,  ser¬ 
vant  girl  in  my  employ  then.  I  heard  him  say,  where  was  her  chamber; 
she  told  him  where  it  was.  She  a  little  girl  about  nine  years  old.  Did 
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not  know  he  was  going  to  move  to  the  country.  Did’nt  know  he  had 
rented  his  house  in  Marshall  street,  and  wanted  a  place  to  stow  his 
furniture.  Previous  to  that,  he  had’nt  spoken  to  me  about  stowing  his 
furniture  in  our  house.  The  conversation  in  regard  to  the  furniture,  I 
know,  was  after  he  came  to  my  house.  The  second  visit  about  two  weeks 
after  the  other,  I  think.  Morgan  Hinchman  moved  out  of  that  house  to 
house  in  Washington  street.  He  never  stowed  any  of  his  furniture  in 
our  house.  He  did’nt  say  in  a  joke,  about  his  load  of  women,  &c. 
He  brought  us  up  to  the  pavement,  and  put  us  out  regularly.  We  went 
out  on  Fourth  street.  In  1846,  about  1  o’clock  that  he  called  on  me; 
he  staid  about  20  minutes.  He  said  there  was  a  man  who  had  pro¬ 
mised  him  money  and  had  disappointed  him.  He  offered  to  sell  his  house 
for  one-half  what  it  was  worth,  he  said  ;  he  did’nt  tell  us  he  was  em¬ 
barrassed.  My  husband  not  on  familiar  terms  with  Morgan.  His 
wagon  was  at  the  door.  Never  saw  him  after  ’till  I  saw  him  here. 

William  Hillis,  afjirmed. 

Manager  of  Franklord  Asylum.  Eighteen  years  have  been.  Flave 
taken  my  regular  tours  of  duty.  My  term  of  visiting  commences  in 
twelfth  month,  and  ends  second  month  of  every  year.  I  saw  Morgan 
Hinchman  first  month  9th ;  then  he  conversed  a  good  while  to  me. 
His  object  appeared  to  be  to  bring  about  an  interview  between  his 
mother  and  wife,  and  those  who  had  put  him  there.  He  made  much 
complaint,  and  told  how  he  had  been  taken ;  that  his  presence  at  home 
was  needful,  he  had  payments  to  make  at  home.  I  told  him,  1  had  no 
doubt  they  had  placed  him  there  for  his  benefit,  and  he  had  better  quiet¬ 
ly  submit  to  it.  When  I  mentioned  his  mother,  he  said,  my  mother 
was  more  crazy  than  I  am,  more  fit  for  this  institution  than  I  am.  I 
told  him  I  thought  not,  and  we  passed  out  at  that  time.  At  next,  or 
next  but  one  meeting,  he  again  seemed  very  anxious  to  be  discharged ; 
and  among  other  reasons,  ho  said  he  ought  to  be  home  with  his  family, 
for  his  wife  would  murder  all  those  children.  I  told  him  I  knew  his 
wife,  I  had  no  idea  she  would  do  such  a  thing.  He  said  friend  Hillis, 
I  know  my  wife  better  than  thee.  My  term  expired  Saturday  preced¬ 
ing  second  month,  February.  Likely  this  observation  made  before 
10th.  At  one  of  the  visits  there,  perhaps  towards  the  last,  I  saw  Mor¬ 
gan  was  drawing  with  paint.  He  said  his  mother  had  sent  out  his 
painting  apparatus,  to  while  away  his  time.  Marked  difference  then 
from  what  he  was  before — then  he  was  calm  and  collected.  Bond  re¬ 
quired  to  be  signed  by  two  responsible  persons,  to  ensure  payment  of 
board ;  and  certificate  signed  by  physician,  generally  expected  to  be 
the  family  physician.  And  order  signed  by  one,  two  or  three  of  the 
Managers.  The  Superintendent  bound  to  receive  the  patient,  if  all  was 
regular,  on  those  papers  being  presented  ;  he  has  no  right  to  look  be¬ 
yond  those  papers,  I  think.  The  discharges  signed  by  Visiting  Mana¬ 
gers,  by  application  of  their  friends ;  patients  discharged  on  recom- 
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mendation  of  physician.  I  don’t  recollect  ever  Superintendent  having 
power  to  discharge.  I  don’t  think  Resident  Physician  has  any  control 
in  admission  of  patients.  Not  considered  that  he  has  authority  to  dis¬ 
charge — that  power  not  reposed  in  him.  He  is  looked  to  attend  medi¬ 
cally  on  the  patients. 

Cross-examined. — On  my  first  visit  to  Asylum  after  he  was  admit¬ 
ted,  I  thought  him  much  excited.  1  thought  he  received  the  wound 
after  that  time.  Next  seventh-day  I  saw  him  again — when  I  found 
him  wounded  as  to  eye.  I  have  no  doubt  he  complained  of  Professor 
Stewart  having  struck  him  ,*  he  complained  of  way  he  had  been  brought 
there;  he  mentioned  Samuel  and  Edward  Richie,  He  said  he  was 
brought  from  tavern  in  his  own  wagon.  He  said  nothing  as  to  con¬ 
federacy.  He  wanted  me  to  interpose  to  get  him  out,  which  I  never 
did.  Had  been  overseer  of  Frankford  monthly  meeting  at  that  time. 
His  child  died  during  time  I  visited  at  Asylum,  I  believe,  I  think  he 
referred  to  undue  exposure,  which  suggested  him  to  their  loss.  He  said 
he  had  payments  to  make  on  his  farm  property,  which  made  him  so 
anxious  to  get  out.  The  expression  in  reference  to  his  mother,  I 
thought,  exhibited  a  deranged  mind ;  he  spoke  of  his  mother  as  being 
of  nervous  temperament.  My  impression  is  he  used  word  “  More.” 
That,  and  remark  of  his  that  his  wife  would  murder  the  children,  I 
thought,  were  evidences  of  a  deranged  mind.  He  told  me  he  had  no 
doubt  Pd  heard  a  great  many  reports  of  his  conduct  to  his  wile  and 
family  ;  he  said  some  of  them  were  not  true,  but  admitted  some  of  them 
were  true.  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  I  think  was  on  committee  for  sign¬ 
ing  orders  of  admission  at  that  time.  Samuel  Bettle,  Jr.,  another,  I 
think.  Never  saw  the  order  under  which  he  was  taken  to  Asylum. 
A  patient  has  been  admitted  on  signature  of  one,  when  they  are  not  to 
be  found  ;  generally  signed  by  two  or  three  of  committee.  I  think  the 
resident  physician  usually  examines  the  patient,  but  sometimes  not  ’till 
several  days  after  he  was  in.  Usual  to  have  queries  in  certificate 
answered.  I  think  the  visiting  physician  has  advised  the  patients 
discharge;  patients  always  discharged,  I  believe,  when  he  recom¬ 
mends  it.  Dr.  Charles  Evans,  visiting  physician.  This  private  insti¬ 
tution.  Don’t  know  of  any  public  visitants.  Subject  to  no  visitation 
of  Friends. 

Chief. — Twenty  Managers — elected  by  contributors.  Generally 
life  contributors,  who  pay  $25.  A  number  out  of  pale  of  this  society 
that  have  benefit  of  it.  No  profit  in  this  institution  to  subscribers. 
Purely  a  charitable  institution.  The  Managers  get  no  pay.  None 
paid  but  the  officers  who  devote  their  whole  time  to  it. 

Cross-examined. — On  my  first  visit  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  I  think 
William  Thomas  was  with  me.  Patients  there  from  $3  up  to  $8  a 
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week;  generally  83  or  84.  Dr.  Worthington,  Mr.  Garret  and  Dr. 
Evans,  under  pay. 

Chief. — Last  calculation  of  expenses,  was  the  average  expense  a 
little  over  84.  I  think  Benjamin  H.  Warder’s  term  of  service  in  mid¬ 
summer.  Saturday  after  first  month,  February,  I  went  off  duty,  and 
all  the  conversations  with  Morgan  Hinchman  were  before  that.  Not 
expected  physician  will  designate  in  certificate  he  was  the  family 
physician. 

Jeremiah  Willets,  recalled, 

Mr.  Williams  offers  to  prove  the  verbal  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  North  Meeting  on  Morgan  Hinchman. 

No  general  practice  as  to  minuting  the  whole  report.  The  first  re¬ 
port  in  substance  that  they  were  not  prepared.  Difference  of  opinion 
which  caused  the  delay  from  month  to  month ;  finally  there  was  an 
acknowledgment  by  Morgan  Hinchman,  which  was  presented  to  the 
monthly  meeting,  and  we  ordered,  I  suppose,  it  returned  ;  that  is 
usual.  He  then  produced  this  in  place  of  the  other,  which  was  not  an 
acknowledgment  to  the  meeting,  but  a  communication.  It  was  reported 
in  two  parts  ;  first,  I  do  not  recollect  the  discussion  about  it.  I  myself 
had  a  conversation  with  Morgan  Hinchman,  out  of  doors ;  he  came  to 
my  place  of  business ;  brought  some  marketing,  which  I  purchased  of 
him,  and  while  there  his  case  was  discussed.  I  tried  to  convince  him 
of  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct  to  his  mother ;  he  did  not  receive  it 
with  that  kind  of  understanding  which  I  should  suppose  a  man  of  sound 
mind  would  do  ,*  he  excused  and  palliated  himself.  I  was  under  this 
impression  when  this  case  was  before  the  monthly  meeting.  The  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  was,  he  was  insane,  and  on  that  ground  he  ought 
not  to  be  disowned ;  by  one  on  behalf  of  the  whole  committee. 

(Acknowledgment  read  as  follows  :) 

Having  an  interview  with  a  committee  of  the  monthly  meeting  of 
Friends,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  Northern  District,  in  regard  to  a  charge 
of  behaving  in  an  unkind  and  violent  manner  towards  my  mother,  I 
am  again  free  to  repeat,  that  whilst  the  language  of  the  charge  is  much 
stronger  than  the  occurrence  complained  of  will  warrant ;  yet  I  do  not, 
and  wish  not  at  any  time  to  justify  my  conduct  as  proper,  on  that  oc¬ 
casion,  but  hereby  express  my  regret  for,  and  sincerely  condemn  my 
conduct  on  that  occasion,  having  always  endeavored  to  do  so,  to  all 
who  have  conversed  with  me  on  that  subject,  particularly  to  Friends  of 
Buckingham,  and  the  Overseers  of  the  North  Meeting,  previous  to  the 
return  of  my  certificate,  as  well  as  to  your  committee  and  meeting 
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in  my  acknowledgment  in  the  fifth  month  last,  when  first  called 
upon. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Philadelphia,  8th  month  29th,  1845. 

Endorsed.- — To  the  monthly  meeting  of  Friends  of  Philadelphia, 
for  the  Northern  District. 

That  acknowledgment  was  not  satisfactory.  This  was  not  received, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  morally  accountable  for  his  actions.  He 
did  not  condemn  his  conduct  towards  his  mother  in  my  conversation 
with  him,  in  my  store.  This  conversation  about  the  time  of  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment.  No  other  charge  against  Morgan  Hinchrnan,  but  that 
of  the  apple  tree. 

Cross-examined. — I  reside  in  New  .Tersey  now,  two  miles  from  Had- 
donfield.  He  said  he  took  hold  of  his  mother,  and  she  g®t  down  ;  my 
impression  is  he  had  forbidden  her  taking  the  apples.  Dr.  Kite  pre¬ 
sented  the  report  of  the  meetings. 

Chi^. — He  expressed  .no  regret  for  his  treatment  towards  his  mo¬ 
ther.  Dr.  Kite  had  repeated  conferences  with  Morgan  Plinchman. 

Joseph  Scaitergood,  affirmed. 

Manager  of  the  Asylum  ;  have  been  five  years.  Never  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Admission.  Know  the  practice  in  a 
general  way  ;  the  practice  .is,  when  the  friends  of  a  patient  wish  to 
have  him  in  the  Asylum,  they  must  procure  a  certificate  from  the  phy¬ 
sician  ;  with  that  they  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Admission,  and  after 
bonds  signed,  and  order  signed  by  one,  two,  or  three  of  the  committee, 
he  is  admitted.  Superintendent  has  no  discretion  in  regard  to  receiv¬ 
ing  ;  nor  the  resident  physician.  The  visiting  committee  meet  once  a 
week.  Mr.  Warder  was  on  it  from  the  middle  of  the  10th  month,  to 
the  middle  of  the  12th  month  ;  not  on  duty  from  December  to  the  10th 
month,  1847.  No  regular  meetings  of  the  Managers  at  the  Asylum, 
except  visiting  committee,  which  consists  of  three ;  they  visit  every 
Saturday.  Managers  meet  in  Mulberry  Street^  meeting,  second  Mon¬ 
day  of  every  month. 

Cross-examined. — I  believe  the  Superintendent  has  taken  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  admitting  a  patient  without  an  order  signed  by  one  of  the 
visiting  Committee,  in  urgent  circumstances ;  has  been  done  a  number 
of  times  ;  a  practice  not  encouraged.  I  believe  Benjamin  H.  Warder 
has  been  on  the  Committee  of  Admission,  for  some  time.  I  believe  he 
was  in  January,  1847  ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  Do  not  know  anything 
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about  Mr.  Warder’s  signing  order  for  admission  of  Morgan  HInchman. 
The  original  order  preserved  and  filed.  I  believe  I  have  heard  Benja¬ 
min  H.  Warder  say,  he  signed  the  order  for  admission. 

Chief, — I  think  the  order  is  on  the  same  sheet  with  the  certificate  of 
admission.  Bond  on  the  same  sheet. 

Cross-examined. — Book  of  admission  kept.  I  do  not  understand  the 
queries  to  be  necessary  to  be  filled  up,  but  desirable. 

The  queries  not  required  to  be  filled  up  before  order  for  admission. 

I  think  the  patient  to  be  in  the  Asylum  two  or  three  days  before  the 
physician  (resident)  is  to  decide  on  his  sanity. 

Chief. — On  duty  as  visiting  Committee  from  the  middle  of  the  3rd 
to  5th  month.  On  the  first  visit,  when  I  came  into  the  day-room,  I 
saw  Morgan  Hinchman;  knew  him  previous,  by  sight ;  he  immediately 
spoke  to  me  ^nd  entered  into  conversation,  which  was  entirely  about 
himself.  We  had  several  interviews  ;  for  the  first  two  or  three  times 
he  spoke  and  conversed  ;  in  one  of  them  he  spoke  of  his  connection 
with  the  Penn  Township  Bank,  and  wanted  to  tell  of  his  connection 
with  it,  and  tendency  was  to  exculpate  himself  from  blame,  of  what  he 
had  done  there ;  he  mentioned  also  once,  he  was  poorly  or  unwell  at 
the  time  he  was  brought  to  the  Asylum ;  he  was  aware  of  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  rest  and  relaxation  at  that  time ;  he  said  he  had  determined  to 
place  himself  under  the  care  of  his  family  physician,  (Dr.  Griscom,) 
and  should  have  done  so,  had  he  not  been  brought  there.  His  con¬ 
versation  hurried  and  excited ;  he  would  hardly  let  me  go  out  of  the 
room. 

Cross-examined. — No  recollection  of  Dr.  Dyer’s  name  mentioned; 
his  conversation  so  rapid,  which  began  before  I  manifested  any  haste. 

John  C.  Allen^  affirmed. 

Manager  of  the  Frankford  Asylum  ;  been  so,  since  1845  ;  am  one  of 
the  Committee  of  Admission.  On  the  presentation  of  the  certificate  of 
a  physician,  and  application  of  any  individual,  after  board  fixed,  and 
order  for  admission  signed  by  one  or  more  of  the  Committee.  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  a  respectable  physician,  all  that  is  required,  for  the  Committee 
to  sign  the  order  for  admission.  If  moral  character  known  to  be  bad, 
we  would  not  admit  him.  Superintendent  has  no  power  except  to  re¬ 
ceive  him ;  nor  resident  physician.  The  queries  frequently  not  filled 
in  before  we  sign  the  order  for  admission.  Those  queries  merely  for 
information. 

Cross-examined. — Do  not  know  by  whom  the  order  was  signed.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  admission  of  Morgan  Hinchman.  An  appli- 
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cation  to  one  of  the  Committee  would  have  been  sufficient.  I  have 
signed  orders  alone,  when  no  others  of  the  Committee  could  be  found. 
No  attention  paid  to  queries.  A  physician’s  certificate,  I  think,  could 
put  any  man  in  the  Asylum.  If  Dr.  Kite  were  to  sign  a  certificate 
against  any  man  here,  and  two  good  bondsmen  were  offered,  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  me,  we  would  receive  him  at  the  Asylum,  no  matter  who  brought 
him  there. 

Chief. — Somebody  must  take  the  patient  there.  My  order  is  only  to 
open  the  doors  of  the  Institution.  My  order  authorises  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  to  receive  the  patients  when  brought  there. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  A.  M. 

Friday,  23rd  March,  10  A.  M. 

Nathan  H.  Taylor^  affirmed. 

Husband  of  Mrs.  Dinah  Taylor.  During  the  fall  of  1846,  Morgan 
Hinchman  came  into  our  house  and  desired  we  would  take  butter  of 
him ;  said  I  must  take  his  butter ;  he  said  he  wanted  money  and  must 
have  it ;  said  he  must  have  money  and  I  must  get  it  for  him ;  that  I 
must  get  the  money  for  him  on  his  Marshall  street  property.  He  walked 
up  and  down  the  room  rubbing  his  hands,  and  he  said  he  would  dispose 
of  his  Marshall  street  property  for  half  its  worth,  and  that  he  would 
have  the  money ;  he  seemed  deranged  in  his  mind  at  the  time ;  he  ap¬ 
peared  evidently  deranged.  I  remarked,  I  thought  it  would  be  wrong¬ 
ing  his  family  by  selling  it  at  half  its  worth. 

Cross-examined. — He  said  he  had  a  payment  to  make  on  his  farm, 
and  was  disappointed  in  getting  the  money.  I  have  forgotten  nothing. 
His  conversation  was  very  fast  and  rapid.  I  am  now  brother-in-law 
of  Elizabeth  Shoemaker.  My  brother-in-law  married  J.  Lippincott’s 
daughter.  Have  known  Morgan  Hinchman,  since  he  was  married. 
Morgan  Hinchman  never  has  taken  tea  at  our  house ;  once  to  tea  at 
his  house.  I  have  been  at  his  house  two  or  three  times  on  friendly 
terms. 

Thomas  L.  Woolston^  affirmed 

Known  Morgan  Hinchman  some  time.  My  principal  acquaintance  in 
the  spring,  summer,  and  autumn  of  1846 ;  then  business  transactions. 
I  thought  his  manner  singular,  and  that  he  was  laboring  under  aberra¬ 
tion  of  mind. 

Cross-examined. — I  was  his  agent :  collected  some  of  his  rents. 
Lent  him  money  once.  More  from  his  general  manner  than  facts, 
that  I  concluded  on  his  insanity.  He  solicited  me  to  take  charge  of  pro- 
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perty,  and  afterwards  denied  having  employed  me  in  any  shape  or 
way  ;  that  is  a  part  of  which  I  build  my  impression  on,  1  commenced 
the  agency  at  his  request. 

Chief, — Dr.  Griscom’s  reputation  and  standing  are  very  good. 

Horatio  C,  Wood,  affirmed. 

Know  Mrs.  Margaretta  Hinchman  slightly — just  a  speakingacquaint- 
ance.  Offered  to  prove  how  she  has  supported  herself,  since  Morgan 
Hinchman  has  been  at  the  Asylum. 

Objected  to.  And  Court ;  legal  presumption  is,  she  has  supported 
herself,  unless  contrary  proved. 

(Book  of  Proceedings  of  Committees  of  Admission,  dated  1  mo.  7, 
1847.) 

Objection,  overruled,  and  exception. 

Mary  A.  Wright,  affirmed. 

Sister  of  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie.  Live  54  Marshall  street — 
lived  there  more  than  ten  years.  Can’t  tell  where  I  heard  subject 
mentioned,  of  placing  him  there.  On  afternoon  of  4th  1st  month,  1847, 
Eliza  W.  Hinchman  called  to  see  me,  when  I  inquired  for  her 
health,  she  replied -  (Objection  to  Mrs.  Hinchman’s  statement.) 

Defendants  offer  to  prove  by  the  witness, 

1st.  What  witness  did  in  consequence  of  communications  made  to 
her  by  Eliza  W.  Hinchman,  and  2d,  that  the  mother  entertained  for 
the  son  the  best  feelings.  And  Defendants  further  offer  to  prove 
that  Mrs.  Wright  suggested  the  names  of  Edward  Richie  and  Samuel 
S.  Richie,  as  persons  who  would  aid  the  mother ;  and  that  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  her  suggestion,  she  was  requested  to  speak  to  them  to  do  so. 

Objected  to  by  Plaintiff.  Rejected,  and  exception  noted  as  to  each 
offer. 

Defendants  offer  Eliza  W.  Hinchman’s  communications  to  witness, 
and  witness’s  communications  to  the  Richies. 

Objected  to  by  Plaintiff.  Rejected,  and  exceptions  noted. 

Evidence  admitted  as  to  what  she  said  to  witness  in  regard  to  son. 

I  sent  a  message  to  Edward  Richie,  requesting  him  to  call  upon 
me,  and  he  did  call  upon  me.  I  have  known  Eliza  W.  Hinchman 
twenty  years,  almost.  Seen  her  very  frequently,  at  parts  of  that 
period.  Within  the  last  ten  years,  seen  her  frequently.  My  inter¬ 
course  with  her  entirely  of  a  friendly  and  confidential  character.  Have 
never  known  her  manifest  any  unkind  feeling  toward  any  of  her  child- 
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ren  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  I  have  always  considered  her  a  remarkably 
affectionate  and  devoted  parent.  First  acquaintance  with  Morgan 
Hinchman  in  1834,  except  merely  knowing  him  as  one  of  her  children. 
Can’t  say  whether  at  our  house  in  1846,  or  not.  I  saw  him  in  the 
early  part  of  January,  1847,  at  our  house.  He  came  in  very  unex¬ 
pectedly  to  us ;  near  our  dinner  hour  ;  and  we  asked  him  to  stay  and 
dine,  which  he  abruptly  refused — he  left  the  house — returned  in  a  few 
minutes,  saying  he  would  eat  his  dinner  with  us.  During  almost  all 
the  time  of  dinner,  he  talked  in  a  very  rapid,  and,  I  thought,  inco- 
hent  manner.  He  touched  on  a  variety  of  subjects.  I  was  not  able  to 
make  out  what  he  was  trying  to  convey,  except  part  of  the  time.  He 
spoke  of  his  wish  to  obtain  money  ;  and  that  appeared  to  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  subject  of  his  thoughts.  He  said,  that  Judge  Fox,  of  Doylestown, 
had  promised  to  lend  him  money*,  and  when  he  went  to  him  for  it,  the 
Judge  refused,  giving  as  a  reason,  that  the  people  said  he  was  crazy. 
He  also  remarked  that  he  was  unable  to  sell  his  property  in  the  city, 
as  no  one  seemed  willing  to  take  title  from  him,  on  account  of  general 
belief  that  he  was  crazy.  I  asked  him,  if  he  intended  to  call  and  see 
his  mother — he  said  he  did  not.  I  urged  his  going;  telling  him  she 
had  been  quite  indisposed.  He  replied,  it  was  more  her  mind  than  her 
body  that  was  indisposed.  I  don’t  recollect  that  he  said  any  thing, 
now  that  made  particular  impression  on  my  mind,  at  that  time.  His 
manner,  I  recollect,  was  very  hurried,  attended  by  a  restlessness  of  his 
eyes,  which,  altogether,  conveyed  to  my  mind,  that  he  was  laboring 
under  mental  disease  and  suffering.  I  saw  him  pour  out  his  money — 
count  it,  and  return  it  to  the  bag :  and  I  knew  he  was  talking  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  about. this  money,  and  about  the  Bank  ;  but  as  bis  con¬ 
versation  was  not  addressed  to  me,  I  did  not  remain  in  the  room  the 
whole  of  that  time.  His  conversation  was  addressed  to  my  father.  I 
observed  on  that  occasion,  it  seemed  to  me  impossible  to  understand  or 
make  out  any  connected  statement  of  what  he  was  trying  to  communi¬ 
cate.  He  had  not  taken  a  meal  in  our  house  before,  until  shortly  after 
his  marriage.  He  did  visit  us  somewhat  oftener  before  his  marriage. 
He  did  not  visit  us  at  all,  as  I  recollect,  after  he  went  to  the  country, 
till  the  above  occasion.  I  had  not  visited  him  in  the  country — this  two 
days  after  his  mother  called  to  see  me  on  the  subject  of  his  being  taken 
to  the  Asylum — this  on  6th  January,  I  think.  His  mother  appeared 
greatly  distressed  on  his  account,  when  she  called  to  see  me.  On 
Morgan’s  visit,  my  mother  and  self  were  not  willing  to  be  left  alone 
with  him.  My  mother,  recently,  has  deceased. 

Cross-examined. — At  my  interview  with  Morgan  Hinchman’s  mo¬ 
ther,  no  one  present  but  my  mother  and  myself,  on  second  day,  on  4th 
of  January.  I  don’t  know  whether  he  came  in  alone  or  with  father. 
I  was  under  the  impression  he  came  in  alone — I  think  he  was  in  the 
dining  room.  My  impression  is,  father  came  in  first,  and  Morgan 
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shortly  after.  I  was  not  up  stairs,  I’m  pretty  positive,  for  it  was  din¬ 
ner  time.  No  one  but  my  parents  and  Morgan  dined  with  us.  His 
saying  that  it  was  his  mother’s  mind  more  than  her  body,  I  considered 
as  evidence  that  he  was  unsound.  We  were  speaking  of  his  mother’s 
health,  when  he  made  the  above  remark.  I  can’t  particularize — part 
of  time  he  was  speaking  of  his  farm,  and  of  the  Bank.  Beyond  my 
power  of  comprehension  to  understand  what  he  was  trying  to  say, 
though  I  paid  strict  attention.  I  did  not  say,  he  said  any  thing  absurd, 
irrelative  or  improper.  He  didn’t  do  any  thing  except  his  actions  with 
his  hands  and  head,  very  unusual  and  striking,  such  as  I  never  saw  in 
anybody  else.  He  spoke  of  going  somewhere.  I  was  not  at  all  aware 
of  my  fkther  having  invited  him  there.  Had  I  known  that,  perhaps  I 
would  not  thought  his  manner  strange.  He  said  his  mother  had  fallen 
into  bad  hands,  since  she  came  to  town — to  William  Biddle  and  some 
other  such  men.  He  did  not  attempt  to  give  me  any  understanding 
that  his  mother’s  affections  had  been  estranged.  This,  I  thought,  an 
indication  of  an  unsound  mind.  I  recollect  his  sister  Anna’s  name  was 
mentioned  during  the  conversation.  I  believe  I  never  said  to  him,  his 
sister  Anna  was  bitter  to  him,  on  the  6th  of  January.  I  knew  his  mo¬ 
ther  had  informed  me  of  the  design  to  put  him  in  the  Asylum.  I  did 
understand  it  was  the  decision  of  his  mother,  and  Elizabeth  R.  Shoe¬ 
maker,  to  put  him  in  the  Asylum.  I  knew  only  from  her,  that  it  was 
decided  to  put  him  in  the  Asylum.  We  conversed  on  the  subject  in 
the  family,  subsequent  to  Eliza  Hinchman’s  application  to  me.  I 
had  conversed  with  Robert  and  Sarah  Richie,  George  G.  Williams, 
and  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  before  the  6th  of  January.  Mary  B. 
Richie,  Edward’s  wife,  Edward  Richie,  and  I  think  my  sister,  Hannah 
F.  Dilks ;  these  all,  as  we  were  not  in  the  habit  of  conversing  on  this 
subject,  as  we  were  particular  friends  of  Morgan,  as  well  as  his  mother. 
Several  years  since,  I  had  conversation  with  him  previous  to  the  6th  of 
January.  Not  one  word  from  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  on  this  subject. 
Hadn’t  seen  her  for  some  time.  I  spoke  to  George  G.  Williams  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th  month.  He  called  at  my  door  on  his  way  to  Eliza 
W.  Hinchman’s  residence.  My  father  is  in  the  city — he  was  at 
home  this  morning.  I’m  not  aware  there  was  any  such  plan,  when  he 
called  the  6th  of  January,  to  keep  him  in  town.  Of  his  having  been 
there,  and  his  strange  behaviour,  I  told  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker' at  her 
residence.  I  was  not  aware  it  was  the  decision  to  take  him  at  that 
time,  within  a  few  hours  or  days  ;  but  I  think  I  was  not  aware  that  the 
decision  was  not  fully  come  to,  to  take  him  during  that  week.  I 
understood  from  Eliza  W.  Hinchman  and  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  it 
was  their  wish  he  should  be  taken  as  early  as  circumstances  would 
permit.  That  same  afternoon,  I  went  to  Joseph’s,  Third  street  and 
Noble,  and  I  met  Samuel  Richie,  and  I  thought  I  was  giving  him  the 
first  information  of  the  intention  to  put  Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  Asy¬ 
lum.  Morgan  came  up  to  us.  I  left  them  and  went  into  Joseph’s. 
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I  had  then  communicated  the  intention  to  Samuel  Richie  before  Mor¬ 
gan  came  up.  Brother  Samuel  replied,  he  had  heard  something  of  the 
proposition,  but  had  put  a  stop,  for  the  present,  till  he  was  fully  in¬ 
formed  of  what  Margaretta’s  intention  on  the  subject  was.  I  had  then 
seen  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker— while  taking  with  her,  Morgan  came 
up  to  the  front  door,  and  I  left  her  for  the  same  reason  I  left  Samuel. 
No  conversation  with  Morgan,  at  either  of  these  times  ;  he  was  in  his 
market  clothes — Abraham  Shoemaker’s  in  Wood  street,  below  Seventh. 
Late  in  afternoon,  I  went  to  brother  Joseph’s.  About  three  o’clock, 
I  went  to  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker’s. 

Chief. — Eliza  W.  Hinchman’s  disposition  towards  Morgan  was 
uniformly  kind.  All  these  conversations  I  have  alluded  to,  took  place 
between  the  4th  and  7th  of  first  month,  1847.  Samuel  Richie  was  in 
his  carriage  when  I  met  him,  I  thought,  on  his  way  into  the  city.  I 
told  him  I  had  been  called  upon  by  Mrs.  Eliza  W.  Hinchman — a 
few  minutes  conversation  with  Samuel,  two  minutes,  about  5  o’clock, 
I  was  the  first  to  mention  this  conversation  with  Mrs.  Hinchman  to 
E.  Richie,  as  I  know  of. 

William  Beitle,  affirmed. 

(Minutes  of  Register  of  the  Committee  of  Admission  shewn.) 

[The  minute  read,  as  follows:] 

“  First  month,  7th,  1847.  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  Samuel  Bettle,  Jr., 
and  William  Bettle,  agreed  to  the  admission  of  Morgan  Hinchman  of 
Buck’s  county,  Pennsylvania,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  aged 
31  years,  insane  at  times  for  several  years  past.  Eliza  W.  Hinchman, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  Samuel  S.  Richie,  of  Philadelphia  county,  are 
sureties  to  pay  $3  per  week  for  his  board.  Certificate  by  Dr.  John 
L.  Kite.” 

My  hand  writing;  is  the  minutes  referred  to,  registered  the  day 
they  are  dated,  and  I  believe  they  contain  a  true  recored.  I  am  clerk 
to  the  Committee.  It  was  truly  made  at  the  time  it  purports  on  the 
book.  (Objected  to.) 

Cross-examined. — Entry  made  No.  14  south  Third  street.  Don’t 
remember  any  thing  further  than  is  contained  on  the  Record.  I  do 
not  go  out  to  the  Asylum.  The  friends  of  the  person  who  make  the 
application  to  the  Manager,  first  gave  me  information  of  it.  I’ve  no 
recollection  of  signing  the  order  for  admission. 

Chief. — Every  thing  contained  on  that  record,  I  am  satisfied,  is  true. 
We  agreed  to  the  admission  ;  and  which  of  the  parties  signdd  it  I  am 
not  able  to  state. 


223 


Not  the  practice  for  all  the  Committee  to  sign  the  order.  Some¬ 
times  one  and  sometimes  more  of  the  Committee  sign  it.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  agree  to  settle  the  price  and  securities  before  the  order  is  signed. 
When  the  patient  is  put  in  before  the  sureties  is  entered,  a  note  is 
made  of  it  on  the  entry. 

[The  Register  now  shown  to  witness.] 

Cross-examined. — That  is  my  hand  writing.  Don’t  remember  from 
whom  I  got  the  information  to  make  the  entry.  Generally  after  the 
adjournment  of  each  meeting,  I  receive  from  the  Superintendent  a  slip 
of  paper,  signifying  the  discharge  of  the  patient. 

(Objected  to  as  evidence  of  the  discharge.) 


The  Register  read  by  Defendant’s  counsel. 


“  'Number 
970. 

Profession. 

Member. 


Date  of  Admission.  Name. 

1847,  1st  mo.  7th.  Morgan  Hinchman, 

Names  of  Sureties, 

Eliza  W.  Hinchman  and  Samuel  S.  Richie. 


Picde  of  Board.  Date  of  Discharge. 

83  1847,  Seventh  month  6th. 

Remarks. 

Restored  to  usual  health.” 


Eliza  W.  Hinchman  and  Samuel  Richie,  sureties.  Board  per  week, 
three  dollars.  Discharged,  seventh  month,  6th,  1847.  The  entry, 
“  Restored”  is  made,  when  he  is  considered  entirely  cured.  “  Re¬ 
stored  to  usual  health,”  is  the  entry  in  this  case. 

Cross-examined. — I  don’t  know  who  signed  the  order.  No  recollec¬ 
tion  about  it.  When  another  member  of  the  Committee  signs  an 
order,  the  memorandum  is  furnished  to  me  by  him. 

Rebecca  W  Allenson^  affirmed. 

Sister  of  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  have  never  seen  any  thing  else  in 
my  mother,  but  the  most  devoted  tenderness  to  all  her  children.  I 
have  never  noticed  any  bitterness  of  feeling  towards  Morgan ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  she  has  always  tried  to  act  towards  him,  as  a  conscien¬ 
tious  and  affectionate  mother.  I  live  in  Burlington,  New  Jersey.  I 
lived  with  my  mother,  when  I  was  married.  I  was  married  the  15th 
of  the  eighth  month,  1839.  I  have  seen  Morgan  Hinchman  frequently 
in  Philadelphia.  At  his  house,  in  Marshall  street,  I  have  been.  I  have 
seen  him  on  a  number  of  occasions,  when  I  could  not  account  for  his 
conduct.  I  have  had  reason  to  doubt  his  sanity.  I  have  known  he 
has  been  a  beloved  brother  to  me  from  infancy ;  and  his  manner  so 
unusual,  of  latter  years,  towards  me — at  seasons,  during  latter  years, 
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so  difiorent  from  what  it  was  formerly,  that  I  had  reason  to  apprehend 
his  mind  had  experienced  a  menial  derangement,  to  produce  so  entire 
a  change.  I  have  been  kindly  treated  and  entertained  at  his  house, 
and  again  I’ve  been  there,  when  he  was  totally  regardless  of  the  com¬ 
mon  civilities  of  life,  and  without  any  perceptible  reason,  not  even 
speaking  to  his  wife  or  others.  My  last  interview  with  him,  third 
month,  1846,  before  he  went  to  the  Asylum,  was  such,  that  I  concluded 
that  no  inducement,  except  a  sense  of  duty,  could  be  offered  to  take  me 
to  his  house.  I  had  gone  to  the  city  with  my  child  to  visit  my  mother, 
expecting  to  meet  his  wife  and  children  there,  also.  Margaretta  had  not 
been  to  the  city  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  It  was  her  intention 
to  remain  two  weeks  from  home.  I  found  Margaretta  there  with  two  of 
the  children.  She  had  been  there  part  of  a  week.  Morgan  came  and 
insisted  on  her  returning  with  him — this  she  declined  doing,  as  it  was 
her  expectation  to  visit  her  sister,  who  w’as  sick  in  the  country,  also. 
He  came  in  while  we  were  at  dinner,  and  being  invited  to  dine  with  us, 
did  not  sit  down  at  the  table.  Took  his  seat  in  the  other  parlor,  and 
when  we  rose  from  the  table,  in  a  very  abrupt  manner,  told  his  oldest 
child  to  get  on  his  things  and  go  home  with  him.  His  wife  expostu¬ 
lated  with  him  on  the  impropriety  of  taking  the  child  away,  and  we  all 
interceded  with  him  to  allow  him  to  remain — he  paid  no  regard  to  any 
thing  said ;  nor  gave  any  reason  for  his  conduct.  He  went  up  stairs 
in  the  chamber,  collected  his  child’s  clothes  together,  such  as  he  could 
find.  I  followed  him  up,  and  saw  him  do  it,  that  I  might  in  private 
call  from  him,  if  possible,  a  reason  for  his  behaviour.  He  didn’t  an¬ 
swer  any  of  my  solicitations,  but  was  apparently  deaf  and  dumb.  His 
wife  finding  that  he  was  resolved  on  taking  him,  put  up  the  rest  of  his 
clothes,  his  night  clothes,  and  Morgan  placed  him  in  the  carriage ;  and 
whilst  he,  (Morgan)  was  in  the  entry,  after  putting  the  child  in,  I 
went  out  to  put  something  more  about  the  neck  of  the  child,  as  it  was 
cold  weather.  Whilst  I  was  standing  in  front  of  the  carriage,  the 
horses  became  restive,  and  Morgan  coming  out,  spoke  to  me  as  the 
cause  of  such  restiveness,  commanding  me  to  get  down;  which  I 
did.  His  manner  and  appearance,  at  this  time,  betrayed  such  an  un¬ 
natural  affection  of  the  mind,  that  I  could  not  believe  he  would  have 
acted  so,  had  he  been  in  possession  of  his  rational  faculties.  His 
countenance  was  dark,  and  an  expression  had  taken  possession  of  his 
face,  very  different  from  what  was  his  usual  appearance.  He  drove 
away,  leaving  us  in  grief  and  astonishment.  I  never  saw  him  after 
that,  until  he  came  out  of  the  Asylum.  I  could  not  go  to  his  house  in 
the  country,  not  knowing  but  he  might  be  under  a  similar  spell,  and  I 
feared  to  be  the  occasion  of  adding,  in  any  way,  to  the  unsettlement  of 
his  mind,  or  the  consequent  trial  to  his  wife. 

Adjourned  till  o’clock. 
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Christopher  Fallon^  sivorn. 

I  have  seen  Morgan  Hinchman  about  this  time  two  years  ago — per¬ 
haps  three  years  ago.  Before  he  went  to  the  Asylum  he  called  on 
me  in  relation  to  matters  of  business.  Morgan  Hinchman  did  call  on 
me,  professionally — he  didn’t  pay  me  any  fee,  lor  reasons  I  don’t  feel 
at  liberty  to  state. 

Witness  declines  stating  opinion  formed  or  conversations,  because 
all  his  knowledge  was  derived  from  this  proof. 

Question. — What  opinion  of  Morgan  did  you  form  from  the  con¬ 
versation  and  conduct  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  on  that  occasion? 

Objected  to  by  Plaintiff’s  counsel. 

Overruled  by  the  Court,  and  exception  noted  for  Defendants. 

Mrs.  Allenson^  resumed. 

Shortly  after  he  was  married,  I  met  him  at  his  uncle  Webb’s.  A 
bridal  entertainment.  His  conduct  on  that  occasion  such  as  to  give 
me  the  impression  that  his  mind  was  affected.  It  was  so  gloomy  as  to 
cast  a  shade  over  the  cheerfulness  of  the  occasion;  not  partaking  at 
all  in  social  conversation.  (I  asked  my  brother.)  I  always  lived  with 
my  mother,  except  when  at  boarding  school,  nearly  two  years,  ’till  I 
,  was  married.  Anna  W.  did  not  live  most  of  her  time  with  my  mother. 
After  our  father’s  death,  she  was  boarded  out  several  years.  My  mother 
was  engaged  in  teaching,  and  Morgan  went  to  school  to  her  for  some 
time  after  my  father’s  death,  ’till  he  was  old  enough  to  go  to  a  master. 
And  we  spent  many  of  our  seventh-day  afternoons  together.  I  never 
knew  Anna  to  manifest  any  improper  feeling  towards  Morgan ;  have 
always  heard  her  speak  of  him  with  a  sister’s  solicitude.  My  uncles 
Benjamin  M.  Hinchman  and  Samuel  Fisher.  * 

Question. — Whether  your  uncles, Benjamin  M.  Hinchman  and  Samuel 
Fisher  have  ever  manifested  any  regard  or  feelings  of  kindness  for  your 
mother  or  her  children? 

Objected  to ;  objection  sustained,  and  exception. 

My  uncle,  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  has  been  at  my  house  in  Burlington 
once — he  called  once,  and  perhaps  twice — spent  about  ten  minutes. 
This  time  he  was  staying  in  Bristol.  Never  recollect  seeing  him  at 
my  mother’s  house  since  my  childhood.  Samuel  Fisher  has  never 
visited  her;  he  has  been  in  Burlington  since  I  lived  there,  but  did’nt 
call.  Don’t  know  he  has  any  unkind  feeling  towards  me  or  the  family. 
I  think  when  I  was  about  six  years  old,  I  saw  him  at  my  mother’s 
house;  since  then  I  have  not  seen  him  to  know  him,  I  think. 

29 


226 


Cross-examined, — No  notice  served  upon  me,  I  was  sick  at  the 
time.  Frequently  come  to  see  my  mother  in  last  four  years.  Within 
two  or  three  days  of  his  being  taken,  I  learned  it  from  Samuel  Alien- 
son,  my  brother-in-law.  I  don’t  recollect  of  having  seen  him  since 
third  month,  1846.  Before  that,  considerable  time  since  I  had  seen 
him,  I  think,  at  my  own  house.  I  had  the  foundation  for  my  opinion  in 
what  I  heard  from  others  of  the  family.  I  had  seen  him  several  times 
in  these  moody  spells,  that  were  perfectly  unaccountable  to  me.  At 
bridal  supper  did’nt  see  him  do  any  thing  extravagant ;  he  did  what 
no  sound  man  would  do — he  was  morose  and  silent.  1  thought  it 
extraordinary  that  he  should  sit  on  the  corner  of  the  sofa,  and,  &c., 
on  such  an  occasion  as  that.  I  did’nt  hear  his  wife  refuse  to  go  with 
him.  I  did’nt  know  he  had  been  sent  for  to  come  alter  her.  I  did’nt 
see  any  pleasant  conduct  of  his  during  the  time  he  was  there.  His  wife 
asked  him  why  he  insisted  on  taking  the  child  away.  I  think  he  said 
that  they  were  young  horses.  He  was  reading  a  newspaper  and  sitting 
between  two  windows,  while  we  were  at  dinner ;  he  did’nt  speak  when 
we  asked  him  to  dinner.  I  believe  there  was  no  other  way  to  get  into 
the  carriage  but  over  the  tongue — that  was  the  way  I  got  in.  The 
horses  were  fastened.  He  spoke  very  harshly.  It  did’nt  strike  me  as 
kindness  to  me,  then.  I  had  no  bitterness  in  my  heart,  nor  ever  had 
towards  him.  I  did’nt  know  what  reception  I  should  have  met  with, 
had  I  have  gone  to  see  him.  I  can’t  now  remember  how  long  I  staid 
in  his  house ;  it  was  when  he  lived  in  Marshall  street.  After  I  saw 
him  in  his  house  in  Marshall  street,  he  and  his  wife  up  at  our  house 
once  or  twice.  I  received  several  letters  from  Morgan  while  he  was 
in  the  Asylum.  They  are  in  Philadelphia,  I  think  I  have  them  with 
me  at  my  mother’s,  under  my  control.  They  are  at  my  mother’s 
house,  in  a  drawer.  I  retained  copies  of  some  of  the  letters  I  wrote  to 
Morgan  while  he  was  in  Asylum.  (Letters  shown  to  witness.)  ’Tis 
written  with  a  pressed  copy.  The  copies  of  my  letters  to  Morgan  are 
now  in  the  city.  1  did’nt  know  I  should  be  called  upon  to  testify.  The 
letters  and  copies  have  been  some  time  down.  My  husband  has  seen 
them.  I  kept  copies  of  my  letters  from  my  own  mind,  because  he 
might  misrepresent  what  I  said.  My  mother  has  seen  the  letters  and 
copies.  They  went  out  of  my  husband’s  hands  into  Dr.  Evans’s  hands 
to  direct.  I  have  not  been  examined  before  in  this  matter — have  given 
no  written  statement. 

Chief. — My  husband  took  down  my  statements. 

Deposition  of  Elizabeth  Clarke. 

Elizabeth  Clarke  being  duly  affirmed,  saith  :  I  am  seventy-six  years 
of  age,  I  reside  in  this  city  when  I  am  at  home.  I  am  away  sometimes. 
I  did  expect  to  leave  the  city  the  latter  part  of  next  week  to  go  to  Bur¬ 
lington,  New  Jersey.  I  have  been  there  during  the  winter — but  my 
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home.  I  am  a  member  of  this  meeting,  and  have  been  for  some  years 
I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  have  known 
him  ever  since  he  was  married,  I  did  not  know  him  before — I-  have 
known  him  ever  since.  I  have  been  at  Mr.  Hinchman’s  place  while 
he  lived  in  Bucks  County.  I  was  up  there  several  weeks. 

Question. — From  your  knowledge  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  do  you 
believe  him  to  have  been  of  sound  or  unsound  mind  prior  to  his  being 
in  the  Friends’  Asylum  at  Frankford? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Perkins,  counsel  for  plaintiff. 

Answer. — I  have  been  firmly  of  the  opinion,  from  the  time  I  went 
up  there  and  heard  of  his  usage  of  his  mother,  that  he  was  a  deranged 
man ;  and  I  have  told  him  so  since,  and  the  last  time  I  saw  him.  It 
was  all  the  ways  I  could  reconcile  his  conduct  in  many  respects.  I  do 
not  believe  that  I  can  tell  when  it  was  that  I  was  in  Bucks  County.  I 
have  got  such  a  poor  memory.  It  was  three  or  four  years,  it  must 
have  been  ago. 

Question. — Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Morgan  since  he 
came  out  of  the  Asylum? 

Answer. — Yes.  I  saw  him  once  and  only  once.  The  conversation 
I  believe,  was  chiefly  about  his  attempting  to  hang  himself  one  night. 
It  must  have  been  to  frighten  his  wife,  from  what  I  could  make  out.  I 
told  him  from  whom  I  had  heard  of  his  attempt. 

Question. — From  whom  did  you  tell  him  you  had  heard  of  such  an 
attempt  ? 

Answer. — From  his  wife. 

Question. — After  you  had  told  him  from  whom  you  had  heard  it, 
did  he  deny  it? 

Answer. — He  denied  it  when  I  first  told  him  of  it,  but  after  I  told 
him  who  told  me,  I  don’t  remember  that  he  did  or  said  a  word  about 
it.  I  think  he  said  no  more  afterwards. 

Question. — From  what  you  saw  at  your  visit  to  his  farm  in  Bucks 
county,  did  his  wife  appear  to  be  happy  ? 

This  question  is  objected  to  by  Mr.  Perkins. 

Answer. — No.  Wretched  and  unhappy,  and  has  been  ever  since 
she  married  him,  I  think. 

Question. — Do  you  know  if  Mr.  Hinchman  kept  a  horse  for  the  use 
of  his  wife? 

Answer. — I  do  not  know  what  he  might  have  done  when  I  was  not 
there,  but  he  would  not  let  us  go  one  mile,  or  his  wife,  and  she  was  at 
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him  two  weeks — she  wanted  to  go  to  the  Post  Office,  and  we  walked 
there  and  back. 

Question,— ^ow  was  his  table  supplied  when  you  was  there. 

Answer, — I  heard  her  complain  several  times  that  she  had  not  a  bit 
of  meat  in  the  house  to  cook,  and  they  had  two  or  three  hired  men  at 
the  time. 

Question, — Were  you  ever  without  meat  on  the  table  while  you  were 
there  ? 

Answer, — Yes,  several  times. 

Question, — At  what  meals  1 

Answer, — Why,  dinner. 

All  the  preceding  inquiries  of  a  guest  of  plaintiff,  respecting  his  table 
and  the  arrangements  of  his  family,  having  no  relation  to  the  issue  in 
question,  is  objected  to  by  his  counsel,  and  protested  against,  (objections 
above  were  noted  when  made.) 

Question, — Do  you  know  of  any  person  besides  Morgan  or  his  wife 
providing  meat  for  the  family  while  you  were  there? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Perkins. 

Ansiver, — I  bought  myself  a  fowl,  is  all  I  know  about  that. 

Question, — Why  did  you  do  so  ? 

Objected  to. 

Answer, — Why,  I  wanted  a  fowl,  and  he  would  not  let  his  wife  kill 
one,  and  I  sent  over  to  a  neighbour’s  and  bought  one,  at  least  she  told 
me  so — poor  man,  I  think  he  might  stop  now — he  is  hurrying  her  to 
the  grave  by  his  ill  treatment — he  has  caused  her  misery  enough.  (It 
is  my  firm  opinion  that  if  he  is  not  insane,  that  he  is  one  of  the  wick¬ 
edest  men  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  That  is  all  that  I  have  got  to 
say,  I  believe.) 

The  latter  part  of  this  answer  objected  to,  as  a  volunteer,  and  not 
responsive  to  the  question. 

Cross-examined  hy  Mr,  Perkins^  who,  saving  and  reserving  all  legal 
objections  both  to  the  competency  of  the  witness  and  the  admissibility 
of  the  testimony,  proceeds  to  cross-examine. 

I  bought  the  fowl  of  Priscilla  Jones.  I  do  not  believe  I  can  remem¬ 
ber  exactly  what  time  in  the  year  it  was ;  it  was  in  the  summer  time. 
I  went  up  to  his  farm  some  little  time  after  the  Fourth  of  July  ;  I  think 
it  was  some  time  in  the  month  of  July  ;  1  left  there  in  August,  I  think 
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it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  August — that  was  the  only  time  I  ever  stayed 
at  his  house  in  the  country  ;  I  never  was  there  but  that  once ;  I  think 
it  was  the  summer  following  the  same  spring  that  he  moved  there,  but 
I  did  not  charge  my  memory  about  it ;  he  moved  in  the  spring ;  there 
was  a  colored  man  and  a  man  who  lived  in  his  house,  named,  I  think, 
Forker ;  colored  man  is  named  William ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I 
ever  heard  his  last  name. 

Question, — Mention  one  time  that  they  were  without  meat  while  you 
were  there  ?  Say  who  was  at  the  table,  and  on  what  day  of  the  week 
it  was? 

Answer. — I  don’t  believe  I  can  do  that.  The  man  was  at  the  table 
several  times  when  I  know  that  there  was  no  meat. 

Question, — Name  one  man  that  was  at  the  table  when  they  had  not 
meat. 

Answer. — William — 'that  William  that  was  there,  and  Gilbert,  I 
think  his  name  was,  another  lad.  It  was  more  than  once,  but  I  can’t 
tell  how  often;  I  remember  two  or  three  times.  I  do  not  remember 
Gilbert’s  last  name  ;  I  do  not  remember  any  of  their  last  names,  but 
Jesse’s.  My  memory  is  nothing  to  brag  of ;  I  believe  that  I  have  not 
said  any  thing  that  I  do  not  remember ;  I  have  been  told  that  my 
memory  is  better  than  common  for  my  age ;  I  rather  think  it  is  for  my 
age,  for  I  find  that  I  can  remember  things  that  younger  people  have 
forgot  ,*  this  seems  too  much  like  bragging.  It  was  in  the  afternoon 
when  we  wanted  to  go  to  the  Post  Office ;  I  guess  it  was  about  hay 
time ;  I  think  they  were  getting  hay  ;  it  was  after  harvest ;  there  was 
no  harvest  while  I  was  there,  I  don’t  think  ;  I  don’t  remember  anything 
about  oats ;  yet,  I  think  they  were ;  I  think  I  saw  a  load  of  oats  in  the 
barn;  I  have  been  deaf  about  a  year,  I  guess  ;  I  fell  down  stairs  and 
hurt  my  head,  and  my  hearing  has  been  affected  ever  since.  I  can’t 
tell  when  Mr.  Hinchman  was  married,  I  never  charged  my  memory 
with  it.  Samuel  Richie’s  wife  is  my  niece.  Morgan’s  wife  told  me  of 
his  treatment  of  his  mother,  and  afterwards  she  herself. 

Question. — Name  the  place  where  Mrs.  Hinchman,  Morgan’s  wife, 
told  you  ? 

Answer. — It  was  up  at  their  house  at  Doylestown,  and  Eliza  Hinch¬ 
man  told  me  here  in  Philadelphia ;  I  mean  by  Doylestown,  on  the  farm. 

Question. — Who  was  present? 

Answer. — I  don’t  think  any  one  but  myself;  I  don’t  think  that  there 
was. 

Question. — Who  was  present  when  Eliza  Hinchman  told  you  ? 
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Answer, — I  do  not  think  that  there  was  any  one  present  then ;  it 
was  at  her  house  here  in  town  that  she  told  me. 

Question, — Who  told  you  that  Mr.  Hinchman  tried  to  hang  himself 
one  night  ? 

Answer, — His  wife. 

Question, — Where  did  she  tell  you  ? 

Answer, — Germantown. 

Question, — In  whose  house  ? 

Answer, — A  house  that  she  rented,  but  I  can’t  tell  the  owner’s  name, 
I  don’t  think  I  ever  heard  it. 

Question, — Was  you  staying  there,  and  how  long? 

Answer, — I  was  there  a  couple  of  weeks.  Yes,  I  was  staying  with 
her. 

Question, — Who  else  lived  in  the  house,  or  was  staying  there? 

Answer, — Her  sister  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  and  a  girl  that  was  living 
there,  that  was  all  the  family  except  a  couple  of  children.  I  mean 
Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  Taylor,  her  name  is  now  ,*  this  was  last 
spring  or  last  fall,  I  don’t  know  which  ;  in  the  spring  I  think  it  was  ;  I 
had  heard  of  the  suit  up  at  Doylestown  at  that  time,  but  not  of  this,  I 

think  I  did  hear  that  he  was  going  to  have  one  too. 

/ 

Question, — Where  did  you  have  a  talk  to  Morgan,  mentioned  in  your 
examination  in  chief? 

Answer, — It  was  here  in  town  at  John  Willit’s  house — John  H. 
Willit’s  ;  I  don’t  believe  I  can  tell  when  it  was ;  it  was  some  time  ago ; 
I  rather  think  it  was  this  last  fall  a  year  ago ;  I  think  it  was ;  John 
H.  Willits  was  in  the  room ;  I  think  nobody  else. 

Question, — Did  he  not  tell  you  his  wife  never  said  so  ? 

Answer, — No.  I  told  him  he  could  not  look  me  in  the  face  and 
say  that  his  wife  told  a  falsehood. 

Question, — Did  he  not  tell  you  that  he  did  not  believe  that  his  wife 
ever  said  so  ? 

Answer, — I  don’t  remember  of  his  adding  one  word  after  I  told  him 
he  could  not  look  me  in  the  face  and  tell  me  his  wife  told  a  falsehood. 

Question. — Did  he  not  tell  you  that  he  did  not  come  there  to  argue 
or  dispute  with  you  ? 
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Answer, — I  don’t  remember  a  word  of  it.  I  don’t  remember  a  word 
after  I  told  him  he  could  not  look  me  in  the  face  and  tell  me  his  wife 
told  a  falsehood.  '  , 

She  did  not  say  when  or  where  this  hanging  had  taken  place,  she 
told  me  he  had  frightened  her  almost  to  death. 

Question, — Name  one  act  that  you  ever  saw  Morgan  Hinchman  do 
that  you  thought  indicated  insanity  ? 

(Witness  being  told  to  reflect.) 

Ansvjer, — They  are  so  numerous  that  I  don’t  know  that  I  could  se¬ 
lect  any  after  his  usage  of  his  mother. 

Question, — Did  you  see  that  ? 

Answer, — No,  I  did  not. 

Question, — You  was  asked  to  tell  one  that  you  saw. 

Answer, — I  don’t  know  that  I  could  mention  any  one  thing  in  parti¬ 
cular. 

Question, — Have  you  ever  lived  in  Samuel  S.  Richie’s  family,  and 
how  long  ? 

Answer. — Yes.  I  lived  there  a  year  or  two- — one  year  I  know  I 
lived  there. 

Question, — Did  you  ever  complain  of  his  table? 

Objected  to  by  Mr.  Biddle. 

Answer, — No,  never  that  I  remember  ;  he  always  lived  well,  I  have 
said,  I  remember  perfectly  well,  that  he  was  a  very  plentiful  provider ; 
that  I  am  certain  I  said. 

Question, — Did  you  spend  a  winter  in  Baltimore? 

Answer, — Yes,  some  four  or  five  years  ago. 

Question, — Did  you  not  write  a  letter  denying  the  statements  which 
defendants  had  circulated,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Hinchman’s  living  unhap¬ 
pily  with  his  wife,  or  she  with  him  ? 

Question  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
defendants  ever  did  circulate  such  a  report,  (by  Mr.  Griscom,)  and  for 
irrevelancy  also. 

Answer, — Why  who  to?  I  ought  to  know  who  the  letter  was  to. 

Question. — Did  you  live  in  Mr.  Hinchman’s  family,  in  Marshall 
street,  before  he  removed  to  the  country  ? 
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Answer, — ^Yes,  I  lived  there  one  week,  and  he  went  off  to  New 
York,  and  I  had  to  buy  my  provision  through  the  week. 

Question,— Did  you  never  live  there  but  one  week  1 

Answer,— I  never  lived  there  in  Marshall  street,  any  more  than  that 
one  week. 

Question.— Wh'dt  provisions  did  you  buy  that  week  1 

Answer,— I  bought  cheese  and  bread,  and  chocolate,  and  tea.  I  was 
dieting  that  week,  and  did  not  want  much. 

I  do  not  think  he  was  gone  a  whole  week. 

I  was  dieting,  and  therefore,  did  not  want  much. 

Question,— What  year  was  that  ? 

Answer. — I  cannot  tell  that.  It  was  either  a  little  before  or  after 
that,  that  Morgan’s  mother  was  there.  His  wife  was  confined  up  in 
the  chamber  with  a  young  baby ;  and  she  told  me  (objected  to  as  hear¬ 
say,  and  not  responsive  to  the  question,)  that  they  had  nothing  for  din¬ 
ner  ;  she  said  she  had  told  Morgan  that  they  wanted  something  for 
dinner;  and  he  said  that  if  they  got  anything  from  market,  she  should 
find  the  money,  and  get  it  herself. 

Question. — What  was  the  name  of  the  child  1 

Answer. — It  must  have  been  Charles,  that  she  was  confined  with.  I 
am  not  certain  about  that  though. 

Question. — What  was  the  name  of  the  nurse? 

Answer. — That  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  did  know. 
I  called  there  one  day,  and  sister  Margaret  was  telling  me  that  they 
had  nothing  for  dinner. 

Question, — What  was  the  name  of  the  servant,  while  you  was  visit¬ 
ing  there  ? 

Ansiver. — That  day  I  called.  I  cannot  remember  servant’s  name. 
It  was  a  white  girl,  I  know;  T  do  not  remember  the  servant’s  name. 
It  may  have  been  the  one  Margaretta  told  me,  because  she  would  not 
turn  one  good  girl  away ;  he  went  and  got  a  constable.  I  am  very 
distantly  related  to  John  Lippincott’s  wife.  I  am  related  to  both  of 
them,  but  very  distant.  I  am  not  related  to  Benjamin  H.  Warder  and 
wife,  or  either  of  them.  After  a  pause  and  suspension  of  cross-exa¬ 
mination,  witness  adds :  there  was  one  thing  this  man  (laying  her  hand 
on  plaintiff’s  counsel,)  asked  me,  when  or  where  this  hanging  was,  and 
Margaretta  told  me  it  was  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  she  woke  up 
and  he  was  hanging  to  the  bed  post  or  bed  rails,  and  he  asked  her  to 
come  and  take  him  down.  Now,  if  he  pleases  to  deny  it,  he  may. 
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This  is  objected  to  by  Mr.  Perkins,  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  as  hear¬ 
say,  and  a  volunteer  on  the  part  of  the  witness ;  and  the  question  was 
when  and  where  this  hanging  was  said  to  have  taken  place. 

Question. — Have  you  ever  been  deranged  yourself? 

Answer. — Why  yes ;  I  have  been  a  little  delirious  when  in  trouble  ; 
but  I  believe  J  have  as  sound  sense  now,  as  I  ever  had.  I  told  him  I 
had  been,  and  I  did  not  feel  ashamed  of  it. 


Examination  in  chiefs  resumed — and  before  any  question  was  asked, 
witness  says : 

I  did  not  know  you  were  going  to  put  that  down  ;  that  seems  a  piece 
of  clear  tomfoolery,  because  1  never  was  crazy  ;  I  told  him,  all  that  I 
told  him  was  that  I  did  not  know,  but  that  when  I  had  been  in  trouble, 
I  had  been  crazy  myself,  but  that  I  should  not  feel  ashamed  of  it ;  the 
trouble  I  refer  to,  was  forty  years  ago.  I  was  crazy,  I  thought,  when 
I  was  married,  or  I  should  not  have  got  married. 

Question. — Was  the  conversation  that  you  had  with  Margaretta,  in 
Germantown,  before  or  after  the  conversation  you  had  with  Morgan, 
since  his  coming  out  of  the  Asylum. 

Answer. — Well,  I  do  not  think  I  will  answer  any  more. 

Question. — I  only  wish,  Madam,  to  get  a  date,  that  was  spoken  of 
in  your  examination  before. 

# 

Answer. — Oh  !  why  it  was  before,  of  course. 

Question. — When  you  made  the  remark  that  you  would  not  answer 
any  more,  had  you  heard  the  question  put,  which  you  have  just  an¬ 
swered. 

Answer. — No ;  I  think  not. 

Mr.  Morgan  Hinchman’s  wife  and  Samuel  Richie’s  wife  are  sisters. 
My  advice  to  Morgan  Plinchman  would  be  to  go  to  digging  gold,  and 
quit  all  these  proceedings ;  get  money  in  an  honest  way.  I  expect  to 
go  to  Burlington  next  week.  You  will  not  want  me  any  more,  will 
you  ? 

Cross-examination  resumed. 

Question. — If  we  want  you,  would  you  stay  ! 

Anszcer. — Is  he  going  to  put  all  this  down.  Then  I  will  not  answer. 
When  would  it  be  ? 
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Question, — When  do  you  expect  to  return  to  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Answer, — Not  before  Spring.  I  have  not  determined  what  day  I 
will  go. 


^Examination  in  chiefs  resumed, 

I  came  down  last  fifth-day,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  this  deposi¬ 
tion,  or  I  cannot  tell  myself  which.  William  Allison  brought  me  down, 
but  he  did  not  tell  me  what  for.  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  1  could  be 
of  any  use. 

ELIZABETH  CLARKE. 


I  certify,  that  the  witness  above  named  was  duly  affirmed  and  exa¬ 
mined  ;  her  testimony  reduced  to  writing  in  her  presence,  and  by  her 
subscribed,  at  the  time  and  place  set  forth  in  the  caption,  before  me. 

GEORGE  ERETY,  Alderman. 


Eliza  W,  Hinchman  affirmed. 

Widow  of  John,  and  mother  of  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  was  married 
spring  of  1815.  My  husband  in  business  then.  I  furnished  the  house 
myself  with  what  I  earned  at  school-teaching,  and  part  of  what  my 
father  left  me,  amounting  to  about  8500.  1  received  not  one  dollar 

from  my  husband’s  estate.  (I  understood  the  administrator  paid.)  My 
husband  died  insolvent.  Before  my  husband’s  death,  I  laid  out  8200 
in  furniture,  which  I  received  from  my  father’s  death.  A  public  ven¬ 
due  in  two  weeks  after  his  death  of  the  furniture.  I  offered  what  my 
furniture  sold  for  to  the  creditors  to  make  up  the  deficiency — they  re¬ 
fused.  It  only  brought  8500  at  the  vendue.  I  received  8500  from 
the  administrator  of  my  father’s  estate.  I  did’nt  consider  that  81  from 
my  husband’s  estate.  I  bought  the  furniture  myself.  Nothing  else 
did  I  receive.  I  had  five  children.  Morgan  not  quite  seven  then.  He 
always  lived  with  me  ’till  then.  The  children  were  scattered.  His 
uncle  Webb  took  Morgan  and  his  brother.  He,  Morgan,  attended  my 
school  several  years.  And  he  was  a  sweet,  pleasant  child — amiable, 
docile,  cheerful,  pleasant,  affectionate  and  kind.  He  first  went  to  a 
master  in  this  city,  how  long  I  did’nt  know.  Samuel  Webb  lived  part 
of  time  in  the  country,  and  took  my  children  with  him.  I  sent  him  to 
Weston  School.  He  was  there  eighteen  months.  Six  months  I  paid 
for — twelve  months  through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  was  furnished  me, 
which  I  afterwards  tendered  back,  but  he  refused.  Frequently  saw 
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Morgan  to  time  of  his  marriage ;  he  was  always  kind  to  me  ’till  then, 
amiable  and  obliging,  and  affectionate.  After  his  marriage,  his  dispo¬ 
sition  as  it  had  been,  at  times.  Our  intercourse  always  continued  until 
within  a  few  years.  Visited  very  frequently.  Of  the  closest  intimacy 
and  affectionate  feeling  with  his  wife.  Times  when  his  conduct  was 
most  unaccountable.  On  such  occasions  his  very  disposition  seemed 
changed.  He  was  sullen,  moody,  and  would  not  speak  when  spoken 
to.  These  fits  very  frequent.  When  in  those  spells,  he  was  silent  and 
morose  towards  his  wife  and  family,  and  different  from  his  natural 
manner,  before  his  marriage.  For  a  long  time  I  did’nt  know  what  to 
think  of  him ;  I  finally  concluded  it  must  be  a  perversion  of  right  feel¬ 
ing,  an  alienation  of  the  affections.  In  winter  of  1843, 1  think,  or  else 
early  in  spring  of  the  next  year,  he  came  to  my  house  with  his  wife,  in 
a  highly  excited  state,  and  told  me  he  had  been  a  defaulter  at  bank, 
and  that  he  believed  he  would  have  to  stand  up  in  meeting  and  confess 
his  sins  for  what  he  had  done.  He  seemed  beside  himself,  and  cried 
vehemently.  And  I  said  to  his  wife,  he  surely  is  deranged,  this  thing 
has  never  happened.  He  said  then  that  he  believed,  in  presence  of  Anna, 
my  mother,  and  his  wife,  and  myself,  it  had  been  made  known  to  him, 
that  if  he  did’nt  stand  up  and  confess  what  he  had  done,  his  first  born 
would  be  taken  from  him.  He  said  this  confession  was  to  be  made  in 
the  North  Meeting  ,  and  I  was  afraid  several  weeks  to  go  lest  I  should 
hear  him  do  it.  I  told  him  surely  it  can’t  be  true,  but  if  thee  has  done 
it  make  restitution',  pay  every  cent,  principal  and  interest,  and  come  out 
of  that  bank,  if  thee  has  nothing  but  thy  coat  left  to  thy  back ;  but  I 
had  doubts  whether  thing  ever  occurred.  I  charged  him  to  keep  quiet 
and  not  expose  himself,  if  he  really  had  done  it ;  if  he  paid  every  cent 
faithfully  he  would  be  forgiven  by  his  fellow-man  and  by  his  Almighty 
Judge;  and  I  understood  he  did  pay  it  back — his  wife  told  me  next 
morning  he  was  bright  as  a  bird ;  he  mentioned  the  transaction  had 
occurred  a  long  time  before.  I  saw  him  many  times  after  in  these 
moody  spells,  and  before  too.  I  visited  him  in  Bucks  County  twice. 
First  fifth  month,  spring  of  same  year  he  moved  up.  A  remarkably 
pleasant  visit.  My  son  seemed  like  himself  once  more.  I  remained 
one  and  one-half  days  and  two  nights ;  he  came  for  me  and  took  me 
over  to  meet  the  stage,  and  was  as  kind  as  a  son  could  be— as  he 
always  was  when  he  was  himself.  My  second  visit  to  him  that  same 
summer — he  came  for  me  then.  I  lived  in  Green  street  then,  near 
Eighth,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth ;  he  had  invited  me  to  come — he 
had  invited  me  to  shut  up  my  house,  bring  all  my  family.  We  were 
going  to  board.  He  came  for  me  in  his  carriage.  The  understanding 
was  that  I  should  spend  the  rest  of  my  vacation  there.  I  was  very 
much  worn  by  teaching,  had  slight  spitting  of  blood,  and  my  breast 
very  weak,  and  I  should  recruit.  We  had  things  packed  and  ready. 
When  he  came  to  my  house,  I  thought  he  had  one  of  his  spells  on  him. 

I  asked  him  a  simple  question,  but  he  gave  me  no  answer — I  thought 
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possibly  he  did’nt  hear  me,  so  I  asked  him  again,  and  he  gave  me  no 
answer.  I  then  hesitated  about  going,  not  knowing  how  he  might  treat 
us.  I  never  have  had  hardness  of  heart  towards  my  child.  His  con¬ 
duct  so  strange  and  his  manner  unsettled  in  packing  us  in,  and  (I  re¬ 
marked)  I  hesitated  about  going,  from  his  strange  behaviour.  We  felt 
afraid  that  he  was  in  one  of  his  spells.  We  got  in — my  mother,  my¬ 
self  and  a  colored  woman,  in  wagon  with  Morgan.  Two  horses.  He 
said  load  was  too  heavy.  I  asked  him  how  much  too  heavy  he  thought 
it  was ;  he  replied,  it  was  about  one  hundred  pounds  too  heavy.  I 
think  I  proposed  lightening  it,  by  letting  colored  girl  and  myself  get 
out  and  walk.  We  did  so,  we  walked  some  distance — he  then  stopped 
and  took  us  in  ;^fter  a  while  he  complained  again — we  got  out  and 
walked  again.  1  was  taking  up  considerable  amount  of  groceries  and 
other  things,  taking  a  welcome  in  my  hands.  We  stopped  on  road  to 
dine — I  gave  him  money  to  pay  for  all  four  dinners.  After  dinner,  we 
got  in,  he  said  he’d  forgot  to  pay  for  black  woman’s  dinner.  I  said  I 
thought  it  strange,  since  I  had  given  him  money  to  do  so.  Got  to 
house  about  nine  in  the  evening.  His  wife  had  the  table  spread,  and 
said  she  had  been  waiting  several  hours.  She  received  us  in  kindest 
manner,  as  she  did  all  his  friends.  He  spoke  to  hired  woman,  but  not 
to  his  wife — asking  her  how  they  were.  This  grieved  me  much,  for 
when  he  was  himself  he  was  affable,  polite  even  to  his  wife.  After  his 
marriage  he  seemed  to  have  animosity  to  her  when  under  those  spells. 
I  staid  one  day  there — he  most  of  time  at  work — but  seemed  in  moody 
spell.  The  next  morning,  after  1  had  been  there  one  day,  his  wile 
asked  me  into  orchard  to  get  a  few  sweet  apples,  as  they  would  bake 
so  nicely  without  sugar.  We  went  to  that  tree.  She  had  a  small 
basket  in  her  hand,  and  commenced  picking  some  apples — he  immedi¬ 
ately  came  and  ordered  us  away  from  that  tree — he  told  us  to  go  to 
another  tree;  he  seemed  exasperated  highly,  and  irritated.  She  re¬ 
monstrated  with  him,  telling  him  the  apples  required  no  sweetening. 
He  seized  the  basket  and  wrenched  it  violently  from  her  hand.  She 
resisted  not.  I  told  her  to  hold  up  her  apron  and  I  would  knock  her 
a  few.  I  was  knockino;  her  a  few  when  he  came  forward  and  ordered 
us  out  of  the  orchard.  I  told  him  his  wife  had  as  good  a  right  to  them 
as  he  had,  for  her  money  had  helped  to  buy  that  farm  ;  he  then  seized 
me  very  violently  by  the  arm,  and  commenced  dragging  me,  and  find¬ 
ing  he  could’nt  get  me  along  that  way,  he  gave  me  a  kind  of  a  twist 
over  the  shoulder,  I  believe,  and  in  that  way  he  was  dragging  me, 
when  a  colored  man  came  running  to  my  rescue;  I  begged  the  colored 
man  to  release  me,  for  I  believed  he  was  deranged,  and  I  said  so.  He 
stepped  forward  to  release  me,  and  he  bid  him  not  to  dare  to  interfere; 
he  said  he  knew  who  he  had  hold  of,  and  if  he  interfered  he  would 
discharge  him  from  his  service.  A  lad  came  running  next,  he  did 
nothing  but  look  on.  Jesse  Forker  was  ploughing  other  side  of  orchard 
then,  and  heard  me  scream ;  he  ran  forward  to  release  me,  and  said  to 
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my  son,  “shame,  shame  on  you,  Morgan!  to  treat  any  woman  so, 
much  less  your  mother.”  He  then  pinched  him  he  said  as  hard  as  he 
could,  to  make  him  let  go  his  grasp.  1  can’t  say  whether  Jesse  or 
Jesse’s  wife  told  me  how  hard.  I  sat  on  the  ground  weeping  for  some 
time.  My  colored  woman  hearing  me  scream,  also  came  running,  and 
she  with  Morgan  Hinchman’s  wdfe,  helped  me  into  the  house.  I  went 
immediately  to  bed — felt  unable  to  sit  up.  I  sent  a  message  to  Morgan 
to  let  me  have  a  horse  to  get  away ;  he  said  the  horses  w  ere  all  busy. 
I  then  requested  Jesse  Forker’s  wife  to  go  to  neighbor’s  and  get  a  con¬ 
veyance — she  could  not  get  one.  Jesse  Forker  engaged  a  conveyance 
for  early  the  next  morning.  We  w^ere  afraid  almost  to  go  to  sleep  to¬ 
night,  fearing  he  w’ould  come  into  the  chamber  in  his  excited  state. 
As  T  was  about  starting,  he  came  out,  apparently  more  like  himself; 
he  looked  at  me  and  expressed  surprise  to  see  me  going — he  said,  why 
mother,  thee  is  not  going  aw’ay?  And  I  replied,  yes,  I  am  thankful 
one  of  my  neighbors  has  more  feeling  for  me  than  thee.  I  went  to  a 
friend’s  of  mine,  about  five  miles  off.  I  was  so  poorly,  I  went  to  bed. 
I  never  told  any  one  about  this.  I  tried  to  keep  it  quiet,  until  I  was 
forced  to  tell  it.  My  arm  w^as  black  and  blue  for  near  a  w’eek,  where 
he  had  hold  of  me.  The  understanding  was  I  should  come  up  there 
to  recruit.  Staid  a  few  days  to  get  strong  enough  to  come  to  the  city 
at  this  friend’s  house.  When  1  came  to  the  city  I  W'as  ill  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  his  treatment.  I  sent  for  my  family  physician.  Dr.  Gris- 
com.  About  one  w^eek  I  w^as  sick.  Dr.  Griscom  Morgan’s  family 
physician  before  he  went  to  country.  After  this  time,  Morgan  called 
to  see  me  a  number  of  times.  Sometimes  he  w’as  in  his  excited  spells. 
I  never  revisited  his  farm ;  I  was  afraid.  And  also  afraid  to  see  him 
come  to  my  house  for  some  time.  Before  he  was  taken  to  Asylum, 
he  was,  about  two  weeks  before  that,  at  my  house ;  I  was  sick  then — 
I  did’nt  see  him.  Dr.  Griscom  attending  me,  and  was  there  when 
Morgan  came.  On  first-day  afternoon,  before  he  went  to  Asylum,  I 
I  received  a  communication  from  Elizabeth  Shoemaker. 

Defendant  offers  to  prove  in  consequence  of  certain  information  com¬ 
municated  by  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker ;  and  also  information  commu¬ 
nicated  by  the  wife  of  her  son,  to  the  effect  that  Morgan’s  mind  was  in 
such  a  deranged  condition  as  to  require  medical  treatment ;  that  the 
wdtness  in  the  first  place  w^ent  to  Dr.  Griscom,  and  received  Dr.  Gris- 
com’s  opinion  respecting  the  state  of  his  mind,  and  that  in  consequence 
of  Dr.  Griscom’s  opinion  as  a  medical  man,  who  was  acquainted  with 
Morgan’s  constitution,  it  was  decided  by  his  friends  that  he  ought  to  be 
subjected  to  restraint.  His  friends,  his  wife,  his  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth 
R.  Shoemaker,  his  mother,  and  his  sister,  Anna  W.  Hinchman. 

The  plaintiff  objects  to  the  testimony,  because  it  is  hearsay  testi¬ 
mony  in  the  absence  of  the  plaintiff;  because  it  is  hearsay  testimony 
from  the  defendants  themselves ;  because  it  tends  to  a  justification  from 
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the  defendants  own  communication,  of  the  very  issue  we  are  now 
trying. 

By  the  Court. — It  is  evidence  to  show  the  want  of  malice,  and  in 
mitigation  of  damages. 

Exception  by  plaintiff. 

I  believed  Morgan’s  state  of  mind  required  medical  treatment,  from 
what  I  had  seen  and  known  of  him  for  many  years ;  and  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  place  him  where  he  could  have  entire  rest  from  all  harass- 
ments  of  money  matters.  When  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  told  me  his 
memory  seemed  to  be  leaving  him,  that  he  had  said  he  could  not  re¬ 
member  when  he  had  left  home,  I  believed  I  was  doing  the  greatest 
kindness  to  him  by  placing  him  where  he  could  have  rest.  I  went  and 
consulted  my  friend  and  Morgan’s  friend,  Dr.  Griscom,  respecting  the 
state  of  his  mind.  Before  that,  I  had  my  mind  and  fears  made  up 
many  years,  before  I  had  ever  seen  Dr.  Griscom.  My  mind  was  made 
up  that  it  was  a  deranged  state  of  mind  from  the  time  of  his  marriage. 
Dr.  Griscom  expressed  surprise  at  the  conclusion  we  feared  we  would 
have  to  come  to;  that  is,  to  place  him  in  the  Asylum;  he  said  I  had 
better  consult  some  of  our  mutual  friends ;  members  of  the  North 
Meeting.  I  do  not  remember  his  saying  anything  more  just  then.  I 
next  went  to  Hiram  Cooper ;  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  North  Meet¬ 
ing.  I  went  to  him,  because  he  was  my  son’s  very  particular  friend, 
and  one  of  his  friends  who,  I  thought,  would  take  an  interest  in  it,  and 
in  his  welfare.  I  expressed  my  fears  to  him;  he  said  he  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  it,  but  that  he  had  heard  many  strange  things  about  my 
son’s  conduct  a  long  time  before.  He  also  said  he  had  never  seen  any¬ 
thing  amiss  in  him  before  his  marriage,  but  I  do  not  know  he  implied 
he  had  ever  seen  anything  strange  since  ;  he  told  me  he  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  do  anything  to  aid  us  in  the  matter  he  could,  but  that  he  had  not 
nerve  enough  to  see  him  taken  to  the  Asylum. 

Monday  morning,  10  o’clock,  March  26th. 

Mrs.  Eliza  W.  Hinchman^  resumed. 

The  next  person  I  called  on  was  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  I  believe ;  he 
was  not  at  home,  and  I  did  not  see  him.  Then  I  went  to  George  G. 
Williams,  one  of  the  overseers  of  our  meeting ;  he  was  not  at  home. 

I  then  called  on  Doctor  Kite ;  he  was  not  at  home  ;  but  I  wrote  a  note 
at  Doctor  Kite’s,  to  him,  requesting  him  to  call  with  George  G.  Wil¬ 
liams,  at  my  house  that  evening,  to  have  some  consultation  respecting 
my  son.  I  did  not  then  know  Doctor  Kite  personally,  nor  he  me.  I 
then  went  to  my  friend  Mary  Wright,  told  her  the  distress  we  were  in, 
and  the  fears  we  entertained.  I  then  asked  her  if  she  would  ask  her 
brother,  Edward  Richie,  to  help  us ;  she  said  she  knew  he  would  be 
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willing  to  do  anything  he  could  to  benefit  him,  as  he  was  Morgan’s 
friend.  That  evening  George  G.  Williams  came  to  my  house,  and  we 
had  a  consultation ;  Doctor  Kite  did  not  come.  This  was  the  second 
day  evening  of  the  fourth  of  the  month.  Do  not  remember  any  one 
being  present  but  myself  and  my  daughter,  Anna.  George  G.  Wil¬ 
liams  declined  assisting  us  on  the  ground  that  he  and  my  son  had  had 
some  money  transactions,  and  he  thought  it  was  best  for  some  others 
to  assist  us.  On  the  4th  day  morning  his  wife  came  down,  at  noon ; 
she  came  to  my  house  in  the  stage,  saying  her  husband  had  refused  to 
bring  her ;  she  told  me  he  was  under  a  highly  excited  case ;  we  be¬ 
lieved  his  situation  was  such  as  to  require  the  step  we  took. 

Defendants  offer  to  prove  the  declarations  of  the  wife  to  the  mother, 
and  communicated  to  the  defendants,  or  some  of  them,  at  and  about 
the  time  the  determination  to  place  Morgan  in  the  Asylum  was  adopted. 

Objected  to — objection  sustained  ;  and  exception  taken  by  defendants, 
and  noted. 

In  consequence  of  what  Margaretta  told  me,  I  called  on  Doctor  Gris- 
com  again,  on  the  6th  day  of  the  month ;  I  told  Doctor  Griscom  what 
the  wife  had  told  me,  I  think,  and  I  requested  him  to  come  up  and  hear 
it  from  her  own  lips  himself.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  be  willing  to 
grant  a  certificate  of  admission  when  it  was  wanted  ;  he  said  he  would 
if  we  requested  it.  I  had  expected  the  certificate  would  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  from  him,  as  he  had  seen  him  so  lately  at  our  house.  That 
evening  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie  came  to  my  house,  to  see  his  wife 
and  me.  I  do  not  remember  any  other  being  present,  but  his  wife, 
myself,  his  sister  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  and  the  two  Richies,  (Edward 
and  Samuel ;)  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  might  have  been  there;  I  do  not 
distinctly  recollect,  I  rather  think  she  was  present,  but  am  not  quite 
certain  now.  Samuel  and  Edward  Richie  both  showed  the  most  affec¬ 
tionate  interest  and  concern  for  Morgan ;  they  asked  the  wife  very 
plainly  in  my  hearing,  if  it  was  her  wish  and  request  that  they  should 
assist  us  in  this  matter;  and  they  each  separately  and  distinctly  declar¬ 
ed,  and  Samuel  very  emphatically,  that  unless  it  was  her  wish  and  re¬ 
quest,  and  unless  all  our  minds  were  made  up,  to  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  the  step,  they  would  have  no  hand  in  it,  and  we  told  them 
it  was ;  (by  we,  I  mean  his  wife  and  myself,  and  his  wife’s  sister,  and 
his  sister,  Anna  W.)  I  'saw  no  other  of  the  defendants,  nor 
communicated  with  them.  I  did  request  George  Elkinton  might 
be  invited  to  go  and  see  him  next  day,  and  endeavour  to  persuade  him 
to  go;  I  also  requested  that  John  M.  Whitall  also,  might  be  requested 
to  assist  in  taking  him.  I  did  not  expect  George  M.  Elkinton  to  assist ; 
he  had  been  a  friend  of  mine  for  a  long  time,  and  of  my  son.  I  did 
not  call  upon  Doctor  Griscom  after  this  ;  I  requested  Doctor  Griscom 
when  I  called  on  him,  to  go  and  persuade  my  son  to  go  quietly,  and 
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submit  to  medical  treatment.  Had  I  loved  my  son  less,  I  should  not 
have  done  as  I  did  ;  it  was  for  his  benefit  and  no  other  earthly  consi¬ 
deration  that  induced  his  wife  and  me  to  do  as  we  did.  After  he  had 
been  taken  to  the  Asylum,  I  next  wrote  a  letter  to  Philip  Garret.  I 
think  the  next  day,  his  wife  and  myself  went  to  Eli  K.  Price’s  ;  my 
object  was  that  Eli  K.  Price  might  take  every  lawful  step  to  protect  my 
son’s  rights  in  every  wa.f.  I  gave  no  instructions  to  Mr.  Price.  I  did 
not  know  what  was  necessary  to  be  done ;  Margaretta  and  I  alone.  I 
left  the  whole  matter  in  Mr.  Price’s  hands.  I  applied  to  him  because 
he  was  my  son’s  friend  as  well  as  mine,  and  I  did  not  want  to  ask  a 
stranger.  He  drew  a  petition  to  the  Court,  sent  it  to  me,  and  I  signed 
it.  The  Court  of  Bucks  County  appointed  a  Commissioner.  I  saw 
him  once ;  he  came  down  to  my  house  with  a  letter  of  introduction 
from  Morgan’s  wife ;  he  staid  all  night  ,*  he  was  a  stranger  to  me,  and 
I  invited  him  to  stay  all  night.  Next  morning,  I  tool^  this  stranger  and 
was  going  to  introduce  him  to  Eli  K.  Price  ;  finding  I  had  not  time  to 
go  there  before  school,  I  stopped  at  William  Biddle’s  store,  and  re¬ 
quested  him  to  walk  down  with  him  and  introduce  him.  I  left  the 
Commissioner  with  Mr.  William  Biddle,  and  went  to  my  school. 
I  visited  my  son  in  the  Asylum  once,  only.  It  was  thought  best  [ 
should  not  see  him  at  first,  because  it  appeared  as  if  he  had  taken 
a  violent  antipathy  to  me.  I  visited  him  after  Doctor  Evans  had 
sent  word  that  he  was  much  better — I  think  he  had  been  in  three  or 
four  months,  then.  I  saw  him  at  the  Asylum.  I  was  glad  to  see 
him  look  as  well  as  he  did.  He  received  me  as  well  as  I  could  ex¬ 
pect,  under  the  circumstances.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  conversation 
together.  One  of  the  Managers  was  present,  and  remarked  to  him,  he 
hoped  he  would  treat  his  mother  kindly,  (this  manager  was  Benjamin 
Davis,)  he  said  he  had  no  idea  of  treating  me  otherwise  than  kindly. 
The  manager  rose  to  leave  the  room,  and  my  son  told  him  he  need  not 
go  out.  Immediately  after  the  manager  was  gone  out,  my  son  appeared 
under  great  excitement,  and  told  me  many  things  which  I  knew  were 
not  so.  He  told  me  there  was  derangement  in  the  Shoemaker  family ; 
that  he  knew  it  was  so  before  he  married  into  it — that  he  had  thought 
of  calling  a  number  of  his  friends  together,  Thomas  Kite  and  others, 
to  inform  them  upon  the  same,  and  take  their  judgment — to  consult 
whether  he  should  marry  into  the  family,  on  account  of  the.  derange¬ 
ment.  Thomas  Kite,  not  the  Dr.  Kite,  I  told  him  it  was  not  so — I  did 
not  think  there  was  derangement  in  the  family  of  the  Shoemakers.  He 
told  me  his  wife’s  sister,  (Anna  Richie)  was  deranged,  and  that  the 
only  way  her  husband  (Samuel  Richie,)  could  manage  her,  was  to 
send  for  the  Doctor,  and  have  her  bled  every  few  weeks  in  the  foot. 
He  then  told  me  I  was  deranged  myself — that  I  was  deranged  at  the 
time  he  took  me  up  to  Plumstead  ;  and  that  his  uncle  Benjamin  Hincb- 
man  said  I  was  deranged  and  more  fit  to  be  in  the  Asylum  than  him. 

I  spoke  to  him  in  the  tenderest  manner  concerning  the  death  of  his 
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child.  I  told  him  he  must  consider  that  as  the  work  of  Providence — 
he  said  it  was  no  more  the  work  of  Providence  than  the  war  of  Mexico, 
but  that  we  were  the  cause  of  its  death.  lie  complained  of  the  sales 
that  had  been  made  on  the  farm.  I  told  him  his  wife  and  friends  were 
endeavouring  to  do  every  thing  they  could  for  his  benefit,  conscien¬ 
tiously  and  faithfully ;  that  his  affairs  were  in  such  a  state,  that  his 
wife  told  me  she  was  taking  in  sewing  for  the  maintenance  of  herself 
and  her  children.  He  spurned  at  the  idea  and  said  he  was,  at  that 
moment,  worth  $10,000.  He  said  Samuel  Richie  wanted  to  get  his 
farm,  because  it  was  larger  and  because  he  had  more  children.  I  told 
him  he  was  entirely  mistaken.  He  then  told  me  they  were  trying  to 
get  up  a  divorce  between  him  and  his  wife.  I  told  him  here,  again,  he 
was  mistaken.  He  said,  he  knew  it  was  so ;  and  if  I  did  not  know  it, 
I  was  deceived  by  them.  I  think  I  asked  him,  who  it  was  that  was  get¬ 
ting  up  the  divorce,  and  he  said  it  was  Samuel  Richie  and  Samuel 
Richie’s  wife,  his  own  wife  Margaretta,  and  her  sister  Elizabeth  R.  Shoe¬ 
maker;  that  his  uncle  Benjamin  had  been  to  see  Lloyd  Mifflin,  and 
he  told  him  it  was  so.  I  still  told  him  he  was  mistaken.  He  then 
requested  me  to  carry  a  message  to  his  wife,  from  him,  which  I  did  the 
very  next  day,  that  he  wanted  to  see  her.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  conversation,  we  were  out  in  the  back  porch,  and  Dr.  Evans  passed 
by.  My  son  applied  to  him  to  know  how  soon  he  thought  he  should 
be  permitted  to  leave,  or  be  well  enough  to  leave.  The  Doctor  told 
him  he  was  so  much  better  than  when  he  first  came,  he  would  soon  be 
permitted  to  leave,  or  be  well  enough,  but  that  he  considered  him 
greatly  benefited  from  having  been  there.  I  wrote  to  my  son  imme¬ 
diately  after  his  interview.  He  talked  a  great  deal  more  that  I  can’t 
distinctly  recollect.  He  waited  on  me  out  to  the  carriage  ;  but  before 
that,  I  asked  Dr.  Evans  his  opinion  concerning  him. 

[Paper  handed  to  witness.] 

When  I  wrote,  I  didn’t  feel  entirely  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  that  he 
was  entirely  cured,  and  therefore  I  wrote  it,  that  it  was  Dr.  Evans’s 
opinion. 

Cross-exammed,  as  to  the  paper  about  to  be  offered.  All  written  on 
the  day  purported  to  be,  except  “  he  left  on  the  6th  of  the  seventh 
month.” — this  not  on  it,  when  I  left  it  to  Dr.  Evans — never  saw  those 
words  before  now. 

The  Paper  put  in  evidence,  and  read  by  Defendants — 

“  Being  informed  that  it  is  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Evans,  that  my  son 
Morgan  Hinchman,  is  so  much  better,  that  he  may  now  properly  leave 
the  Asylum ;  in  compliance  with  this  opinion,  I  request  that  he  may  be 
discharged.  ELIZA  W.  HINCHMAN. 

He  lefl  on  the  6th  of  the  seventh  month. 

7th  month  4th,  1847.” 

Attached  to  the  following 
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FORM  OP  DISCHARGE. 

Month  184 

request  that  a  patient 

in  the  Asylum  for  the  relief  of  persons  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  rea¬ 
son,  may  be  discharged. 

To  the  Visiting  Managers. 


To  Philip  Garrett,  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum. 

Discharge  Morgan  Hinchman  from  the  Asylum. 

John  Elliott, 

John  Carter, 

John  C.  Allen, 

Visiting  Committee, 

Seventh  month  10th,  1847. 


Morgan  Hinchman  who  has  been  a  patient  in  the  Asylum  is 

discharged. 

Restored  to  usual  health. 


Seventh  month  10th,  1847. 


J.  H.  WORTHINGTON, 

Resident  Physician, 


[^Endorsed.l 
No.  970. 

Morgan  Hinchman  discharged,  seventh  month  6th,  1847. 
Asylum  Form  of  Discharge. 


Chief. — I  called  on  Wm.  Biddle  at  the  same  time  I  called  on  the  other 
friends,  and  stated  to  him  my  fears.  He  was  not  consulted  in  regard 
to  the  decision.  Our  minds  were  made  up  before  we  went  to  him. 
Don’t  recollect  whether  it  was  the  third  day  or  fourth  day  morning  that 
I  called  upon  him — or  the  day  before  he  went.  No  conversation  with 
John  M.  Whitall,  George  M.  Elkington,  Mr.  Lippincott,  nor  Thomas 
Wistar — with  none  except  Samuel  and  Edward  Richie,  that  I  can 
remember.  When  I  went  to  speak  about  Morgan  Hinchman’s  mind  to 
Dr.  Griscom,  I  consulted  him.  William  Biddle  had  nothing  to  do  with 
placing  him  in  that  Asylum — he  didn’t  advise  us  to  take  that  step — he 
took  no  part  in  it,  in  any  way,  except  to  express  great  sympathy  or 
feeling — he  never  did  any  thing  to  influence  me  against  my  son ;  but 
my  son  said,  I  was  duped  by  him.  Years  before — some  years  before, 
I  applied  to  William  Biddle  to  assist  me  in  the  difficulty  I  was  in  with 
my  brother.  He  never  collected  any  money  from  Morgan  for  me. 
William  Biddle  never  received  or  charged  any  thing  in  the  matter  refer¬ 
red  to.  He  acted  like  a  brother — the  difficulty  with  my  brother  Samuel 
Webb — a  money  difficulty.  I  sent  for  William  Biddle  at  the  time 
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Samuel  Fisher  visited  my  house  about  this  case,  I  don’t  recollect 
William  Biddle  saying,  “  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  this  matter,  from 
beginning  to  end,  &c.”  He  said  he  would  have  them  distinctly  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  he  had  stepped  forward  to  befriend  the  widowed  and  the 
fatherless,  and  alluded  to  the  money  difficulty  with  my  brother.  All 
done  by  Samuel  Richie  and  Edward,  and  Eli  K.  Price,  was  done  at 
my  request.  Neither  of  them  used  any  influence,  of  any  sort,  to  induce 
me  to  take  these  steps.  I’m  very  certain  they  had  no  knowledge  of 
our  determination  before  I  saw  Mr.  Wright. 

By  Mr,  Griscom, 

Dr.  Griscom  not  the  first  person  that  suggested  insanity  to  my  mind 
(E.  Fisher’s  deposition.)  My  fears  were  awakened  soon  after  his  mar¬ 
riage,  before  I  knew  Dr.  Griscom.  Nothing  passed  between  Dr.  Gris¬ 
com  and  me  on  the  subject  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  insanity,  till  after 
occurrence  of  the  orchard.  Doctor  then  spoke  in  kindest  manner ;  the 
injuries  then  received  required  his  medical  treatment  for  my  recovery. 
Dr.  Griscom  never  consulted  from  beginning  to  end,  but  as  a  physician 
and  a  friend  of  Morgan  and  myself.  Dr.  Griscom  did’nt  know  of  our 
determination  till  I  told  him,  and  then  he  expressed  great  surprise  at 
our  determination.  Dr.  Griscom  never  advised  putting  Morgan  in  the 
Asylum.  When  I  told  Dr.  Griscom  of  our  determination,  he  said  he 
thought  I  had  better  call  in  some  other  friends,  but  I  requested  him, 
when  it  should  be  done,  to  go  and  use  his  influence  to  persuade  him  to 
go ;  and  that’s  all  I  expected  him  to  do  ;  except  give  the  certificate 
when  it  was  needed.  I  gave  him  the  reasons  why  we  had  come  to  the 
conclusion,  in  consequence  of  what  his  wife  had  told  me  ;  that  the  spells 
seemed  to  be  growing  worse ;  he  seemed  to  be  all  the  time  in  one  con¬ 
tinued  spell ;  I  think  she  said  for  two  months  ;  and  for  six  weeks  he 
was  all  the  time  complaining  of  his  head ;  six  weeks  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding;  but  when  she  wanted  him  to  take  medicine,  he  said  nothing 
was  the  matter  with  him,  it  was  all  with  her.  Dr.  Griscom  never  used 
any  wiles  or  intrigues  to  induce  me  to  sign  a  petition,  &c.,  nor  none  of 
the  other  defendants.  Dr  Griscom  never  said  any  thing  to  me  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  Morgan  Hinchman’s  property ;  neither  do  I  believe  any  of  the 
rest  did.  I  don’t  know  that  Dr.  Griscom  had  any  knowledge  at  all  of 
Morgan  Hinchman’s  property  affairs.  Dr.  Griscom  never  suggested 
the  putting  Morgan  in  Asylum ;  when  I  asked  his  opinion  he  said  he 
thought  retirement  and  rest  from  all  harassments  of  money  matters, 
might  be  of  use  to  him.  It  was  afternoon  before  he  was  taken  to  Asy¬ 
lum  that  I  called  on  Dr.  Griscom. 

By  Mr,  'Williams, 

Margaretta  has  always  been  a  most  devoted,  kind,  affectionate  and 
prudent  wife. 
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Cross-examined. — When  Morgan  was  himself,  he  was  equally  kind 
and  attentive.  On  Second  day  afternoon  that  Dr.  Griscom  expressed 
surprise  when  I  told  him  of  our  determination.  Never  communicated 
with  Dr.  Griscom  before  about  putting  him  in  Asylum  ;  he  said  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  we  had  determined  upon  it ;  he  did’nt  seem  prepared  to 
hear  the  announcement  of  it.  I  think  for  several  years  he  attended  in 
my  son’s  family,  afterwards  in  mine  ;  know  of  no  communications  to 
Dr.  Griscom  before  this,  about  putting  him  in  Asylum  ;  never  authorized 
any  one  to  take  my  son  by  violence  ;  never  authorized  the  defendants 
or  any  of  them  to  send  for  Mr.  White,  and  get  him  to  make  an  ap¬ 
pointment  with  my  son  to  meet  him  the  next  day;  never  authorized 
them  or  any  of  them  to  make  such  an  arrangement  with  any  one.  After 
he  was  gone.  Dr.  Griscom  called  to  tell  his  wife.  I  understood  his 
friends,  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie,  who  loved  him  as  brothers,  and 
Samuel  particularly,  had  done  more  for  him  than  any  body  I  know ; 
and  John  Lippincott  had  taken  him.  I  was  told  his  arrest  was  done 
in  the  best  manner;  that  he  walked  down  stairs  without  any  force 
being  used,  and  he  rode  with  them  in  his  own  wagon.  Dr.  Griscom 
called  to  let  his  wife  know;  the  next  morning  I  think  ;  I  was  at  my 
school ;  I  did’nt  consider  he  was  ever  captured  ;  I  thought  he  had  been 
taken  in  the  kindest  manner  ;  I  understood  he  was  not  willing  to  go  ; 
he  was  taken  against  his  will,  I  understood;  I  don’t  believe  there  was 
any  physical  force  required  to  take  him  ;  I  understood  he  stepped  in  his 
wagon  himself ;  I  never  heard  of  his  tearing  loose  from  the  bar,  nor 
do  I  believe  it ;  I  expected  them  to  go  and  take  him  ;  his  wife  and  I 
together;  his  wife  and  I  requested  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie  to  go 
and  take  him,  the  evening  before  ;  I  did  not  see  them  after  that;  I  re¬ 
quested  them  to  go  and  take  him  to  the  Asylum ;  his  wife  and  I  did  it ; 
I  would  not  have  done  it  without  her  ;  I  had’nt  seen  Edward  or  Samuel 
Richie,  when  I  saw  Dr.  Griscom ;  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie  were 
his  bosom  friends  ;  the  Doctor  requested  to  go  and  persuade  him,  not 
to  assist  in  taking  him,  for  I  did  not  expect  that ;  I  sent  word  for  G. 
M.  Elkington  to  go  and  persuade  him,  not  to  take  him.  Mr,  Whitall’s 
name  was  mentioned  at  our  house  as  being  a  suitable  one  to  assist ;  he 
also  had  known  my  son  and  me  from  childhood.  I  did’nt  expect  any 
one  else  to  be  there  and  take  him  ;  I  knew  of  three  that  were  there  ; 
and  the  other  two,  that  if  he  was  agitated,  to  sooth  him  ;  two  to  per¬ 
suade,  and  three  to  execute;  I  did’nt  know  that  Mr.  Lippincott  was 
there,  until  after  it  was  over.  Not  till  after  it  was  over,  did  I  first  learn  he 
had  attempted  getting  out  of  his  carriage  ;  I  don’t  know  how  they  con¬ 
trived  to  keep  him  in  town  over  night ;  I  understood  he  was  willing  to 
stay  over  night.  Morgan  was  at  my  house  about  two  weeks  before ;  I 
was  ill ;  I  could’nt  see  him ;  Dr.  Griscom  was  then  visiting  me ;  I 
can’t  say  certainly  when  I  saw  him  last  time  before  that ;  I  believe  it 
was  when  he  came  to  pay  me  interest  money  ;  about  six  months  be¬ 
fore,  I  think,  it  must  have  been ;  I  might  have  seen  him  in  the  street ; 
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he  was  not  at  my  house  that  I  recollect ;  I  had  knowledge  of  him,  from 
what  I  heard  from  his  wife  and  sister-in-law,  and  when  he  was  at  my 
house  the  two  weeks  before.  He  lived  in  country,  and  he  treated  me  so 
badly  last  time  I  was  there  that  I  was  afraid  to  go  there ;  I  was  sick  in 
my  bed,  when  he  called  the  two  weeks  before.  I  believed,  as  much  as 
if  I  had  seen,  what  his  wife  told  me ;  I  don’t  recollect  his  conduct  in 
particular  when  he  last  called  to  pay  me  interest  money  ;  some  times 
his  conduct  was  very  strange  when  he  called  to  pay  me  interest  money. 
From  my  knowledge  of  him  before,  and  from  what  his  wife  told  me,  I 
thought  proper  to  place  him  in  Asylum.  (Petition.) 

This  petition  was  signed.  Eli  K.  Price  sent  the  paper  to  me,  and  I 
signed  it ;  and  I  thought  every  thing  was  getting  justly  and  truly  done 
for  my  son’s  benefit.  We  believed  it  was  best  to  take  him  from  the 
city ;  I  thought  he  was  then  in  Asylum  when  that  paper  was  signed. 

Adjourned  till  2  o’clock. 

Mrs,  Hinchman,  resumed, 

Edward  and  Samuel  Richie  met  at  my  house,  the  night  before  Mor¬ 
gan  was  taken ;  in  the  evening  they  came  to  talk  to  his  wife  about  it ; 
none  of  them  met  at  my  house  the  next  day ;  when  Samuel  came  to 
take  his  wife  home,  was  first  time  I  saw  them  or  any  of  them  ;  this 
next  day  after  he  was  taken  ;  I  don’t  know  that  he  then  told  me  the 
mode  of  his  arrest  ,*  Pd  heard  it  from  Dr.  Griscom  through  Morgan’s 
wife ;  I  don’t  remember  what  passed  when  Samuel  Richie  called  in  ;  I 
lived  in  Wood  near  Eleventh  ;  then,  Samuel  Richie  lived  in  German¬ 
town  ,*  Dr.  Griscom  lived  in  Arch  near  Eighth ;  I  did’nt  see  Dr.  Kite 
at  all ;  don’t  know  he  ever  was  a  physician  of  my  son  ;  I  know  he 
was  a  member  of  their  meeting,  and  that  he  knew  my  son  ;  don’t  know 
he  ever  was  physician  of  my  son’s  family;  Dr.  Griscom,  I  thought, 
had  been  my  son’s  physician  ;  never  told  Dr.  Kite  of  affair  of  apple- 
tree  ;  I  knew  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  to  investigate  that  fact ;  I 
knew  that  by  what  I  heard,  he  reported  in  the  meeting.  Samuel  Webb 
married  my  husband’s  sister ;  I  did’nt  consult  with  my  brother,  or  his 
wife,  or  any  other  relative  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  at  that  time.  Mor¬ 
gan  not  quite  seven  when  his  father  died  ;  he  was  on  a  visit  to  Jersey 
when  his  father  was  taken  ill  ;  my  affectionate  course  with  him  always 
continued ;  I  did’nt  live  in  country  till  Morgan  was  grown  up  ;  six 
years  ;  I  was  out  of  town  on  my  farm,  which  I  left  in  1841  ;  frequent¬ 
ly  he  came  to  see  me,  and  staid  one  or  two  weeks  at  a  time ;  never 
any  interruption  in  our  visits  till  after  he  used  me  so.  I  saw  him  many 
times  in  those  strange  unaccountable  spells ;  very  extraordinary  that  he 
was  silent  and  morose ;  it  was  not  his  natural  manner ;  he  appeared 
to  be  alienated  not  only  from  me,  but  others  of  his  nearest  friends  at 
times.  When  a  lad  at  Boarding  School,  he  often  wrote  kind  and  affec¬ 
tionate  letters.  I  could  see  no  reason  for  his  strange  conduct  when  in 
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those  spells.  I  lived  in  the  city  and  often  saw  him  at  his  own  house 
before  he  moved  to  the  farm  ;  at  these  times  he  would  cry  out ;  when  I 
asked  him  what  was  the  matter,  he  would  give  no  answer,  and 
oftimes  would  rush  out  of  the  room  and  out  of  the  house ;  I  adopted  no 
measure  in  regard  to  what  he  told  me  of  the  Bank  ;  I  can’t  say  whether 
he  used  word  “  defaulter he  said  he  had  made  an  entry  in  some  book 
that  was  not  right  and  which  he  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  which  at 
time,  he  thought,  would  not  be  observed.  My  mother  present  at  time 
he  spoke  of  the  money  at  bank ;  we  thought  him  beside  himself  theft  j 
I  think  it  was  a  short  time  before  he  moved  to  country  ;  two  or  three 
months ;  we  endeavoured  to  keep  this  quiet ;  we  were  hoping  he  would 
get  better ;  every  spell  he  had  we  hoped  would  be  the  last ;  his  wife 
told  me  he  was  getting  worse,  and  therefore  I  acted  in  regard  to  his 
arrest,  at  the  particular  time  I  did.  I  first  spoke  of  those  moody  spells  to 
his  aunt  Mary  Webb  and  his  uncle  Samuel ;  I  don’t  remember  when  he 
last  wrote  to  me.  I  didn’t  preserve  the  letter  he  wrote  to  me  while  in 
the  Asylum — it  was  destroyed  since  this  suit  was  brought.  He  called 
upon  me  as  to  the  time  he  was  to  take  me  out,  when  I  went  to  visit 
him  in  the  country  the  second  time.  Four  of  us  in  the  carriage — we 
had  no  great  baggage.  He  brought  heavy  loads  of  marketing  down 
with  the  horses — he  acted  as  if  he’d  rather  the  colored  girl  would  not 
come  up  that  day — he  didn’t  request  me  to  get  out  and  walk  ;  he  could 
have  led  the  horses  along ;  Julia  Miller,  the  colored  girl,  that  was  with 
me.  It  was  understood  I  was  to  bring  my  household  with  me.  He 
went  immediately  into  the  house  with  us.  When  he  was  in  those 
moody  spells,  he  woudn’t  speak  to  his  wife — he  was  in  one  of  them. 
I  spoke  to  his  wife,  of  course,  when  we  arrived,  and  I  expected  he 
would  too.  He  would  have  spoken  to  her,  had  he  been  himself — his 
wife  spoke  to  him,  and  asked  him,  how  we  got  along;  had  seen  him 
very  often  act  so  to  his  wife.  In  the  orchard,  he  said,  let  those  apples 
alone,  and  go  to  some  other  tree ;  he  wrenched  the  basket  violently 
from  her  hands  ;  she  made  no  resistance ;  I  don’t  know  what  became 
of  the  basket ;  don’t  think  there  was  an  apple  under  the  tree  fit  to  pick 
up  ;  saw  then  he  was  in  one  of  his  moody  fits  ;  I  thought  it  was  so 
unreasonable ;  that  she  ought  to  have  some  of  the  apples  ;  I  thought 
she  had  a  right  to  have  the  apples,  as  her  money  had  bought  the  farm. 

I  not  in  a  nervous  excitement.  Partly  on  the  ground  part  of  the  time, 
and  part  of  the  time  he  endeavoured  to  throw  me  over  his  back — 
I  thought  he  wrenched  me.  I  refused  to  go  out  of  the  orchard,  when 
he  ordered  me.  He  spoke  to  me  the  next  day.  He  came  out  and 
appeared  as  though  he  didn’t  know  I  was  going.  He  didn’t  tender  me 
his  hand,  nor  ask  me  to  stay.  Afraid  ever  to  go  to  his  house  again. 
He  often  came  to  my  house  after  this.  I  never  had  any  bitterness 
towards  Morgan ;  I  don’t  know  I  had  any  difficulties  with  those  who 
brought  him  up,  till  I  had  difficulty  about  the  money  with  Samuel 
Webb.  Never  had  any  difference  with  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman.  I  com- 
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municated  this  apple  affair  to  the  Committee,  when  they  came  to  see 
me.  I  don’t  know  that  Samuel  Richie  wanted  to  exchange  places  with 
Morgan.  William,  the  name  of  the  colored  man,  who  came  out  to  me 
while  I  was  under  the  tree  ;  don’t  know  his  last  name  ;  don’t  know 
the  name  of  the  lad.  I  spoke  to  William,  and  told  him  to  release  me, 
my  son  was  beside  himself.  Her  mother  present  when  I  called  on 
Mrs.  Wright.  I  think  I  understood  Dr.  Kite  was  asked  for  to  give  the 
certificate.  I  didn’t  know  it  till  afterwards,  till  after  he  was  in  the 
Asylum.  I  expected  Dr.  Griscom  to  give  the  certificate.  We  had  our 
fears,  for  a  long  time  that  it  would  eventually  result  in  his  being  taken 
to  the  Asylum.  Never  decided  on  till  the  time  his  wife  and  I  came  to 
such  conclusion.  I  believe  the  first  suggestion  was  in  a  letter  from 
Samuel  Webb,  his  uncle.  I  don’t  know  when  I  first  suggested  the 
propriety  of  putting  him  in  the  Asylum.  Before  he  moved  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  I  intimated  the  probable  necessity  of  putting  him  in  the  Asylum. 
Never  thought  of  such  a  thing  as  inducing  Hiram  Cooper  to  get  him  in 
the  Asylum,  some  months  before  he  was  put  in  the  Asylum.  I  thought 
the  letters  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  me,  while  he  was  in  the  Asylum, 
were  of  no  use ;  so  I  destroyed  them.  I  would  have  kept  them,  had  I 
thought  they  would  have  been  wanted.  Have  destroyed  them  since 
this  trial  commenced.  The  lawyers  had  my  letters.  I  advised  with 
no  one  about  burning  Morgan’s  letters.  The  reason  I  destroyed  his 
letters,  and  not  mine,  was,  that  I  had  been  blamed  in  having  a  want  of 
affection  towards  him.  Don’t  know  I  could  tell  the  dates  of  the  letters 
he  wrote  to  me.  I  answered  both  of  his  letters,  and  I  think  I  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  receipt  of  his.  Crazy  people  often  write  sane  letters — I  didn’t 
burn  those  letters,  because  I  thought  they  would  show  he  was  sane. 
(Letter  handed  to  witness.)  That  must  be  the  second  letter  I  wrote.  It 
appears  there  were  three  letters  that  I  wrote  to  him.  At  the  interview 
with  Morgan  at  the  Asylum,  I  shouldn’t  say  he  was  in  a  violent  pas¬ 
sion.  He  kept  very  calm  when  Dr.  Evans  was  by.  I  don’t  remem¬ 
ber  that  he  pushed  my  hand  away,  at  my  interview  with  him,  near  the 
door.  He  was  not  in  a  passion,  he  was  excited.  I  communicated  the 
fact  of  the  death  of  the  child,  at  my  interview  at  the  Asylum.  I  went 
and  inquired  as  to  the  divorce,  so  I  could  send  him  word.  He  didn’t 
say  who  was  the  physician  that  bled  Samuel  Richie’s  wife.  I  thought 
to  let  him  know  what  his  wife  was  doing.  His  wife  told  me,  she 
thought  his  affairs  in  such  a  deranged  state,  that  he  would  hardly  have 
enough  to  pay  his  board  there  ,*  and  that  he  said  he  was  about  to  be 
sold  out  by  the  sheriff.  The  hired  man  took  me  to  a  neighbor’s — to 
Mrs.  Gillingham’s.  I  remained  there  a  day  or  two — he  asked  me  to 
get  in  and  ride  to  meeting  with  him  and  his  wife — I  was  afraid  to  get 
in  and  ride  with  him.  It  might  have  been  fear  as  well  as  resentment 
that  prevented  me  from  getting  in.  I  think  I  said  to  the  person  who 
took  me  across,  that  I  didn’t  consider  Morgan  responsible.  I  didn’t 
select  Mr.  Whiiall  because  he  was  a  known  man  of  resolution,  and  had 
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been  a  captain.  (Request  for  discharge  handed  to  witnessi)  I  sent 
this  note,  after  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Hinchman,  had  been  to  the  Asy¬ 
lum,  and  it  very  much  unsettled  Morgan’s  mind.  (Letter  handed  to 
witness.)  This  is  not  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  received  from  him — the 
very  first  sentence  is  different — this  letter  is  altogether  different  from 
the  one  that  I  destroyed.  (Another  letter.)  This  is  altogether  differ¬ 
ent.  (Another  letter.)  This  is  altogether  different. 

Chief, — I  never  mentioned  to  any  one,  that  those  letters  were  de¬ 
stroyed.  I  knew  this  case  was  on,  when  I  destroyed  them. 

Cross-examined. — I  was  in  court  when  Mr.  Allenson  was  asked  to 
produce  those  letters.  I  did  destroy  them  before  that. 

Chief.,  by  Griscom. — I  never  was  exasperated  against  my  son.  I 
never  had  any  bitterness  towards  my  son.  Two  or  three  weeks  after 
that  affair  I  told  him  I  had  long  and  long  ago  forgiven  him  for  his 
treatment  concerning  me — but  he  never  asked  my  forgiveness. 

William  Hawkins,  affirmed. 

Am  not  acquainted  with  Morgan  Hinchman.  Had  one  conversation 
with  him.  In  1843  and  1844  I  resided  56  Marshall  street.  On  going 
home  to  tea  one  afternoon,  I  found  my  wife  and  son  excited.  They 
said  some  one  had  flogged  my  son.  From  what  they  told  me,  when  I 
met  Morgan  Hinchman,  1  asked  him  why  he  abused  my  son.  I 
told  him  my  wife  had  said  she  had  heard  my  son  crying,  and  ran  down 
the  alley,  and  met  a  man  coming  up  with  the  child  in  his  arms ;  she 
asked  him  what  the  child  had  been  doing,  and  why  he  whipped  him — 
that  it  was  playing  in  street  on  velocopede. 

Cross-examined. — He  whipped  him  with  his  hand.  He  did’nt  tell 
me  the  boy  was  badly  hurt.  I  can’t  say  when  I  last  spoke  of  it.  Sam¬ 
uel  Richie  called  on  me  one  day  last  week  and  requested  me  to  attend 
here.  Was  subpoenaed  to  attend  here.  Oliver  Parry’s  son,  little  boy 
he  was  playing  with. 

Lloyd  Miffiin,  affirmed. 

(Order  and  bond  produced.)  I  am  the  committee.  I  found  that  in 
my  secretary, — found  it  a  few  days  ago.  Did’nt  know  it  was  there. 

Order  and  Bond  read  by  Mr.  Williams,  as  follows: 

Application  is  hereby  made  for  admission  of  Morgan  Hinchman  as 
a  patient  into  the  Asylum  for  the  Relief  of  Persons  deprived  of  the  use 
of  their  Reason  ;  upon  whose  admission,  we  severally  engage  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  sufficiency  of  suitable  clothing  for  his  use  whilst  there ;  to  pay 
to  Philip  Garret,  Superintendent  of  said  Institution,  or  to  his  assigns  or 
successors  in  office,  three  dollars  per  week,  for  his  board ;  not  less  than 
four  weeks’  board  to  be  paid  under  any  circumstances,  the  said  charge 
for  board  to  be  continued  until  he  shall  be  regularly  discharged ;  and 
to  make  compensation  for  all  damages  done  by  him  to  the  glass,  bed- 
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ding,  or  furniture,  and  to  cause  him  to  be  removed  when  discharged ; 
but  if  taken  away  uncured^  against  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Resi¬ 
dent  Physician  before  the  expiration  of  three  calendar  months,  to  pay 
board  for  thirteen  weeks. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  7th  day  of  first  month,  A.  D.  1847. 

ELIZA  W.  HINCHMAN,  [l.s.] 
SAMUEL  S.  RICHIE,  [l.s.] 

Witness  to  signature  of 

Eliza  Hinchman, 

Edward  Richie. 

Admit  Morgan  Hinchman  a  Patient  into  the  Asylum  for  the  Relief 
of  Persons  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  Reason. 

WILLIAM  BETTLE, 

BENJAMIN  H.  WARDER, 

Committee  on  Admissions. 

First  month  7th,  1847. 

To  Philip  Garret, 

Superintendent  of  the  Asylum. 

Exammation  resumed, 

J.  D.  Michener  gave  me  an  account  of  the  payment  and  sales  he  had 
made.  (Paper  handed  to  witness.)  That  the  account  taken  from  words 
of  Mr.  Michener;  and  I  took  it  down  from  his  mouth.  Balance  of 
account  $4  86. 

Cross-examined. — George  Stewardson  and  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr., 
called  on  me  to  be  Committee,  some  time  in  fourth  month.  Charles 
E.  Du  Bois  was  employed  to  resist  setting  aside  inquisition.  I  can’t 
recollect  whether  I  employed  counsel  on  my  own  account.  I’m  not 
certain  I  did  not  speak  to  counsel  on  behalf  of  wife,  &c.  I  don’t  recoL 
lect  having  authorized  any  one  to  resist  application  to  quash  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  Bucks  County.  I  said  to  Morgan  Hinchman  himself,  if 
he  succeeded  in  establishing  his  sanity,  his  character  would  be  black¬ 
ened.  I  was  endeavoring  to  dissuade  Benjamin  Hinchman  from  push¬ 
ing  on  Morgan  to  these  proceedings.  Charles  E.  Du  Bois,  counsel  in 
Doylestown  in  this  matter.  I  was  applied  to  to  become  the  Committee. 
No  one  spoke  to  me  that  I  can  recollect,  before  I  was  Committee,  except 
Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  and  George  Stewardson.  I  don’t  recollect  making 
an  offer  of  no  opposition,  if  he’d  make  a  deed  of  trust.  I  don’t  think  I 
made  such  a  proposition.  (Accounts  shown.)  Those  my  accounts. 
That  the  balance  rendered  to  me  by  Mr.  Michener. 

Chief. — Thomas  Wistar  stated,  he  called  on  me  at  request  of  Mrs. 
Morgan  Hinchman,  and  as  her  friend.  Never  heard  of  any  interest 
Thomas  Wistar  had  in  the  matter,  except  as  a  friend  of  Mrs.  Morgan 
Hinchman. 

Account  put  in  evidence,  and  read  by  defendants. 

(Memorandum  of  receipts  and  payments,  by  John  D.  Michener.) 

32 


Memorandum  of  receipts  and  payments^  hy  Jno,  D,  Michener,  on  account  of  Morgan  Hinchman, 
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Never  paid  to  Mrs.  Morgan  Hinchman  any  thing  for  her  support. 

Mr.  Williams  offers  to  put  in  evidence  minutes  of  the  Visiting  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Asylum. 

Horatio  C,  Wood,  affirmed. 

These  the  minutes  aforesaid.  That  in  my  handwriting.  I  am  a 
Manager  of  Asylum.  There  as  Visiting  Committee  at  that  time. 
Customary  to  note  down  any  thing  of  importance,  and  report  to  Mana¬ 
gers.  I  was  requested  by  other  two  of  committee  to  make  the  minute. 
That  minute  on  time  it  bears  date. 

Cross-examined. — Made  it  out  then.  I  made  it  in  a  smaller  book, 
and  then  transferred  it  to  the  minute  book. 

Chief. — (Paper  handed  to  witness.) 

Offers  in  evidence  the  record  of  a  suit — an  action  of  trespass — 72 
December,  184S,  Supreme  Court.  Morgan  Hinchman  vs.  Samuel  S. 
Richie,  Edward  Richie,  John  D.  Griscom,  John  M.  Whitall,  George 
M.  Elkington,  John  Lippincoti,  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  John  L.  Kite, 
John  H.  Worthington,  Philip  Garret  and  Charles  Evans,  to  answer 
Morgan  Hinchman,  trespass  vi  et  arms.  Writ  issued  28th  December, 
1848;  for  purpose  of  showing  there  is  distinct  suit  for  assault  and 
battery,  &c. 

Objected  to— ruled  out,  and  exception  taken. 

William  J.  Allenson,  affirmed. 

Husband  of  Mrs.  Allenson,  and  brother-in-law  of  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man,  whom  I  have  known  pretty  intimately  for  more  than  twenty  years  ; 
married  about  the  first  month  prior  to  Morgan  Hinchman’s  marriage, 
in  1839;  since  then  I  have  lived  in  Burlington,  New  Jersey.  In  his 
boyhood,  I  knew  him  as  a  pleasant  boy,  and  then  had  pleasant  inter¬ 
course  with  him;  his  disposition  amiable;  I  had  an  opinion  formed  on 
the  day  of  his  marriage.  On  the  day  of  his  marriage,  I  observed 
a  moodiness  and  entire  exemption  from  the  cheerfulness  you  would  sup¬ 
pose  a  bridegroom  would  have ;  different  from  his  usual  manner.  Very 
shortly  before  our  starting  for  meeting  on  the  day  of  his  marriage,  he 
stated  to  me  with  much  agitation,  he  was  afraid  he  would  not  be  able 
to  perform  the  duties  of  a  husband.  During  that  day,  he  showed  the 
moodiness  that  is  referred  to  by  his  mother ;  his  countenance  indicative 
of  gloom  and  despair.  I  was  present  at  the  bridal  party  at  Mr.  Webb’s  ; 
there  his  conduct  was  of  the  same  character,  but  much  more  strongly 
marked ;  his  countenance  void  of  that  sprightly  expression  which  used 
to  characterize  him ;  he  sat  in  the  corner  of  the  sofa,  as  motionless  as 
a  statue ;  his  limbs  void  of  motion  as  one  under  the  influence  of  mes- 
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merism ;  visited  his  house  when  I  was  in  town ;  his  conduct  to  me 
pleasant ;  statements  of  his  uncle  and  aunt  Webb,  of  the  strongest 
character.  I  have  seen  these  moody  spells  a  few  times ;  visited  him 
in  the  Asylum,  the  third  month,  1847,  during  the  illness  of  his  child. 

I  went  there  partly  at  the  request  of  his  wife,  his  sister  Anna,  and  sis¬ 
ter-in-law  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker;  having  called  at  his  mother-in- 
law’s  previous  to  going ;  they  requested  I  would  go  and  inform  him  of 
the  illness  of  his  child,  if  it  was  admissible  to  inform  him  so.  I  went 
with  my  brother  ;  I  saw  him  and  conversed  with  him  ;  I  conversed  with 
him  as  to  his  mother,  and  as  to  what  I  knew  to  be  her  affectionate  feel¬ 
ings  towards  him,  and  her  desire  to  visit  him.  My  impression  was,  a 
visit  from  her  would  be  desirable  to  him.  Allusion  was  made  to  a 
letter  from  his  mother,  which  he  had  destroyed ;  and  here  Philip  Gar¬ 
ret  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  the  act,  and  the  manner  of  the  act  ; 
he  stated  he  had  destroyed  the  letter,  because  he  was  done  with  it ; 
upon  which  Philip  Garret  stated,  his  manner  of  destroying  it  was  pas¬ 
sionate  and  violent ;  Morgan  Hinchman  said  nothing  in  reply,  that  I 
can  remember.  We  conversed  about  his  affairs  at  the  farm  ;  he  spoke 
of  his  wife;  I  told  him  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  remarkable  kindness 
and  gentleness ;  he  said  such  is  exactly  her  character  during  her  lucid 
intervals.  I  first  consulted  the  Superintendant  as  to  informing  him  of 
the  death  of  his  child  ;  he  gave  me  the  discretion  ;  I  mentioned  to  him, 
his  son  John  was  very  sick ;  he  replied,  he  had  been  uneasy  about 
John,  from  the  habit  of  his  wife  in  giving  him  candies  ;  he  immediately 
turned  the  subject,  and  I  did  not  revert  to  it;  he  clearly  expressed  the 
idea  of  his  mother  not  being  in  sound  mind.  Our  conversation  was  of 
a  friendly  character;  I  did  not  go  as  a  spy.  His  manner  sometimes 
calm  and  intelligent;  part  of  the  time  very  incoherent.  My  fixed  be¬ 
lief  is  that  Mrs.  Hinchman  is  a  self-sacrificing  and  devoted  mother, 
remarkably  affectionate  and  conscientious  towards  her  children. 

Cross-examined. — I  wrote  to  Morgan  two  letters,  I  know*  (Letter 
shown.) — I  do  not  think  that  a  pressed  copy  letter.  (Letter  shown.)— 
That  is  a  pressed  copy  letter,  I  know ;  Mrs.  Allenson  kept  copies  of 
some  of  her  letters.  Morgan  Hinchman  visited  me  occasionally.  I 
refer  to  his  conduct  at  the  wedding,  as  a  mark  of  his  mind  being  un- . 
sound ;  I  cannot  state  any  of  his  acts  ;  my  intercourse  with  him  was 
of  a  transient  character.  In  money  matters,  he  spoke  with  much  ra¬ 
pidity  and  fluency  that  my  mind  could  not  follow  him.  Unaccounta¬ 
ble  change  in  his  manner,  when  on  a  visit  to  my  house  once ;  my  opin¬ 
ion  in  regard  to  Morgan’s  mind,  was  made  up  from  what  was  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  me,  but  still  would  not  be  admitted  here  as  evidence,  from  testi¬ 
mony  of  others.  In  a  general  way,  he  was  silent  when  spoken  to  in 
these  spells.  During  the  time  he  was  in  the  bank,  I  conversed  with 
him,  remonstrated  with  him  on  what  I  had  heard  of  his  conduct*  When 
I  spoke  of  those  matters,  he  changed  his  manner  into  moodiness,  till 
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as  I  was  going  to  leave  him,  he  said  he  was  preparing  to  vindicate  him¬ 
self  ;  impression  on  my  mind  was  singular  and  unpleasant ;  he  mani¬ 
fested  no  displeasure  with  me  at  all ;  his  manner  towards  me  varied  ; 
his  manner  incoherent  on  occasions.  I  considered  it  the  conversation 
of  a  deranged  man,  when  I  conversed  with  him  at  the  Asylum  ;  after 
he  left  there,  I  do  not  remember  any  particular  intercourse  with  him ; 
no  conversation  ;  shortly  after  he  was  put  in  the  Asylum,  I  discovered 
it ;  by  my  brother,  I  heard  it.  I  certainly  did  not  tell  Morgan  Hinch- 
man  there  was  not  much  the  matter  with  the  child. 

(Paper  handed  to  witness.) 

That  is  my  signature. 

Recommendation  for  Cashier,  Bank  of  Camden,  read  by  witness, 
dated,  April,  1843. 

The  subscribers  being  well  acquainted  with  Morgan  Hinchman, 
(some  of  us  having  known  him  for  a  long  time,)  do  recommend  him 
to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  State  Bank,  at  Camden,  as  a  com¬ 
petent  and  suitable  person  for  the  station  of  Cashier,  he  being  an  intel¬ 
ligent  young  man,  of  correct  habits  ;  and  we  think  if  elected,  would 
discharge  the  duties  with  satisfaction,  and  to  the  interest  of  the  Insti¬ 
tution. 

He  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  occupied  stations  of  trust,  in  the 
Bank  of  Penn  Township,  the  duties  whereof  we  believe  he  has  dis¬ 
charged  with  fidelity. 

April,  1843. 

Robert  L.  Pitfield, 

John  Lippincott, 

John  Vogel,  of  the  firm  of  Vogel  & 

Virden, 

Joseph  S.  Burnett,  of  the  firm  of 
Burnett,  Withers  &  Co. 

Andrew  Butler, 

George  Dilks, 

William  J.  Allenson,  jr.,  Burling¬ 
ton,  N.  J. 

James  Russell,  Cashier, 

John  H.  Campbell, 

William  A.  Everly, 

Samuel  Bispham, 

Endorsed, 

Elijah  Dallet,  Robert  Pitfield, 
Daniel  Deal,  and  et.  al. 


Daniel  Bray, 
Abraham  S.  Lee, 

J.  H.  Seal, 

David  Woelpper, 
John  Willets, 
Elijah  Dallett, 
Daniel  Deal, 

Allen  R.  Reeves, 
Joseph  S.  Medara, 
David  S.  Freeland, 
Samuel  E.  Stokes, 
D.  B.  Hinman, 

L.  Shuster, 

John  M.  Ogden. 

Testimonial. 
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I  presume  I  read  it  when  I  signed  it.  He  did  not  ask  what  was  the 
ailment  of  the  child ;  and  I  did  not  tell  him. 

(Letter  handed  to  witness.) 

That  is  my  handwriting. 

Letter  read  by  the  witness,  dated,  third  month  13th,  1847. 

Copy  of  the  letter  to  the  plaintiff  by  his  brother-in-law,  read  by  the 
witness,  Mr.  Allenson, 

Burlington^  third  month  \Zth,  1847. 

Dear  Morgan : — 

The  feeling  of  sympathy  for  thee,  which  I  entertained  at  our  recent 
parting,  has  been  deepened  by  an  event  of  which  thou  hast  perhaps 
been  informed.  Thou  wilt  remember  that  I  informed  thee  of  dear  little 
John’s  indisposition,  and  that  he  w’as  suffering  with  inflamation  of  the 
lungs.  His  illness  increased,  and  on  fourth-day  evening  the  little  pa¬ 
tient  sufferer  was  taken,  we  doubt  not,  by  him  who  taketh  his  lambs  in 
his  bosom,  to  his  everlasting  rest.  Thy  dear  sister  and  I  went  to  the 
funeral,  which  was  on  sixth-day  last ;  and  although  the  effort  to  her 
was  a  great  one,  I  trust,  she  is  not  worse  for  it.  Rebecca  did  not  go 
to  the  ground.  Whilst  thou  must  of  necessity  feel  deeply  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  I  trust  thou  wilt  be  enabled  to  view  it  in  its  true  light,  as  the 
dispensation  of  a  merciful  one  who  does  not  wantonly  afflict  us.  And 
in  reflecting  that  in  a  prolonged  earthly  existence,  there  must  have 
awaited  him  much  affliction, 

(“It  is  the  lot  of  fallen  humanity.”) 

And  that  thou  canst  not  possibly  know  whether  at  a  maturer  age, 
he  would  have  walked  in  the  paths  of  virtue ;  I  think  thou  wilt  feel 
that  there  is  reasonable  cause  to  resign  him  to  one  who  will  do  more 
for  him,  than  any  earthly  parent  could  do.  Dr.  Griscom  was  most 
devoted  in  his  attentions  in  the  case,  making  visits,  I  think  I  was  told, 
as  much  as  five  times  in  the  day,  and  certainly  all  was  done  which 
skill  could  devise  or  tenderness  perform. 

Immediately  on  my  return  home  from  Frankford,  I  wrote  to  mother 
Hinchman,  communicating  thy  request  for  her  to  visit  thee.  At  the 
time  of  the  interment,  (the  only  time  I  have  seen  her,)  she  gave  me  for 
thee  a  kind  message  of  her  love. 

And  now,  dear  brother,  let  me  give  thee  a  watchword  which  none 
can  need  more  than  he  who  addresses  thee,  “  Commune  with  thy  own 
heart.” 

Rebecca  and  Aunts  send  their  love. 

Thy  affectionate  brother, 

WILLIAM  J.  ALLENSON. 


t 
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Dear  Margaretta  feels  most  deeply  this  afflicting  dispensation,  yet 
bears  it  like  a  Christian. 

ENDORSED  OR  DIRECTED. 

Morgan  Hinchman, 

Frankford^  Pa, 


When  I  wrote  this  my  merlfory  must  have  been  better,  I  presume.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  his  requesting  me  to  take  a  message  to  Benja¬ 
min  M.  Hinchman  ,*  P.  Garret  present  part  of  time  ;  I’ve  had  some 
incidental  conversation  with  Richies  ;  they  did’nt  mention  deed  of  set¬ 
tlement. 

Chief. — My  impression  now  that  I  said  he  was  very  sick  with  inflam¬ 
mation  of  lungs.  When  I  was  at  Asylum,  Morgan  gave  me  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  misfortunes  ;  difference  about  color  of  pantaloons,  between 
dark  and  light,  and  he  based  considerable  importance  on  that ;  never 
heard  an  unsisterly  expression  from  Anna  W.  towards  Morgan,  nor  an 
unkind  act. 

Dr.  Kirkhride,  affirmed^ 

Withdrawn  for  the  present. 

Dr.  Charles  Evans,  affirmed. 

Visiting  physician  of  Asylum  at  Frankford;  about  seventeen  years, 
have  been  so  ;  I  visit  there  regularly  twice  a  week,  and  am  liable  to 
be  called  on  any  time  in  week,  when  my  attendance  required  there  ; 
my  weekly  visits  regularly  paid,  except  prevented  from  indisposition,  or 
absence  from  the  city.  Required  that  the  persons  applying  for  admis¬ 
sion  should  bring  a  certificate  from  physicians,  stating  the  patient  to  be 
insane  and  suitable  to  be  received  in  Institution ;  that  certificate  then 
taken  to  Committee  on  Admission,  who  having  satisfied  themselves  as 
to  security  for  board,  give  to  friends  of  patient  an  order  for  admission, 
(Certificate  of  Dr.  Kite.)  This  in  usual  form  ;  since  date  of  this  certi¬ 
ficate  ;  others  with  additional  questions ;  Dr.  Kite  a  well  known  physi¬ 
cian  in  this  city  ;  (Bond  and  order.)  This  in  usual  form.  The  answer 
to  questions  are  intended  for  information  of  physician  of  Institution, 
and  in  no  wise  connected  with  admission  of  the  patient.  In  reception 
of  patients  from  a  distance,  we  seldom  find  those  questions  answered ; 
among  physicians  of  Philadelphia  more  generally  replied  to.  Saw 
Morgan  Hinchman  at  institution,  either  day  or  day  after  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  there ;  I  think  it  was  the  day  after  ;  I  examined  him  ;  I  saw 
him  regularly  twice  a  week  during  time  he  was  there,  except  once  or 
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twice  perhaps,  during  latter  part  of  time  he  was  there.  At  this  length 
of  time  I  can’t  precisely  state  the  periods  I  made  my  decision ;  but  at 
either  first  or  second  visit,  I  recollect  his  situation  to  be  this  :  he  was 
labouring  under  congestive  liver,  an  irritated  state  of  the  stomach,  im¬ 
paired  digestion  and  a  morbid  irritation  of  the  brain,  interfering  with  the 
healthy  performance  of  its  functions,  and  producing  partial  insanity ; 
which  partial  insanity  was  manifested  by  perverted  moral  feelings  in 
relation  to  his  relatives,  and  by  delusions  repecting  himself.  He  was 
placed  under  regular  medical  treatment,  which  was  continued  for  several 
months.  During  early  period  of  his  being  in  Asylum,  he  was  limited 
to  the  Men’s  wing  of  the  Building,  and  to  the  airing-yard  attached 
thereto.  As  his  health  iniproved,  he  was  allowed  the  use  of  the  gar¬ 
den,  the  library  and  grounds  adjoining  it ;  and  when  his  convalescence 
was  thought  to  be  secured,  he  was  allowed  the  range  of  the  whole  farm, 
to  go  where  and  as  he  would,  he  having  given  a  promise  he’d  not  go 
off  the  premises.  He  continued  gradually  to  improve,  both  in  physical 
and  mental  health,  and  in  early  part  of  7th  month,  (I  think  it  was,)  he 
was  discharged  from  the  Institution  restored  to  usual  health.  Shortly 
after  his  admission  into  the  Institution,  E.  Richie,  who  had  been  out  to 
visit  him,  called  at  my  house  and  informed  me  that  at  time  of  his  visit 
to  Morgan  in  Asylum,  he  had  found  him  in  much  distress  from  the 
idea  that  he  was  placed  in  the  venereal  w'ard  of  the  Institution ;  and 
Edward  had  called  on  me  to  see  if  some  different  arrangement  could 
not  be  made  by  which  the  cause  of  Morgan’s  distress  could  be  removed, 
(about  one  week  or  eight  or  ten  days  after  his  admission  that  this  oc¬ 
curred.)  I  informed  E.  Richie  it  was  all  a  mistake,  that  there  was  no 
such  ward  in  the  Institution.  Upon  my  next  visit  to  Asylum,  I  told 
Morgan  what  E.  Richie  had  informed  me ;  he  told  me  he  believed  that 
he  was  in  such  a  ward,  and  moreover  asserted  that  he  had  the 
disease ;  I  endeavored  to  convince  him  that  it  was  a  delusion ; 
told  him  he  had  no  symptom  characteristic  of  the  disease,  and 
upon  my  questioning  him,  he  asserted  that  he  had  been  no  ways 
exposed  so  as  to  take  the  disease;  but  he,  nevertheless,  persisted  in 
asserting  his  belief  that  he  had  that  disease,  and  that  it  was  the 
cause  of  all  his  ill  health;  he  remained  under  that  impression  for  weeks. 
Another  delusion  he  manifested,  by  assuring  me  in  a  most  positive 
manner,  that  his  wife,  his  mother,  and  his  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth 
Shoemaker,  were  entirely  deranged,  and  knew  not  what  they  were 
about,  and  that  was  the  reason  they  thought  so  unkindly  of  him,  as  he 
believed  they  did.  He  occasionally  manifested  great  mental  distress 
and  anxiety,  and  on  my  questioning  him  respecting  it,  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  he  stated  it  to  be  because  he  had  committed  great  sins, 
which  he  fearad  would  not  be  forgiven.  On  one  occasion,  he  took  me 
to  one  side,  and  informed  me  of  his  having  taken  a  sum  of  money  from 
the  Penn  Township  Bank ;  of  his  great  distress  at  having  done  so ; 
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and  his  belief  that  that  was  the  cause  of  his  being  brought  into  the  situ¬ 
ation  in  which  he  found  hinmself;  and  that  his  being  placed  where  he 
then  was,  in  the  Asylum,  was  a  punishment  for  the  evil  he  had  then 
done.  I  endeavoured  to  soothe  him,  and  to  convince  him  that  the  state 
he  was  then  in,  was  the  effect  of  physical  disease :  that  his  friends  had 
brought  him  to  the  Asylum  to  be  cured  of  that,  and  that  the  idea  of 
punishment  was  not  entertained  by  any  one — his  distress  of  mind  was, 
however,  not  allayed.  His  feelings  in  regard  to  his  mother  and  wife’s 
sister,  fluctuated.  He  sometimes  thought  or  said  that  he  believed  they 
had  done  what  they  had,  in  placing  him  there,  in  the  best  motives — at 
other  times,  he  would  not  admit  it.  Can’t  specify  the  times  of  these 
delusions ;  they  lasted  for  many  weeks,  probably  for  months.  These 
delusions  were  developed  successively  ;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
the  first  one,  as  to  venereal  disease,  still  existed,  when  he  discovered  to 
me  his  belief  that  he  was  in  the  Asylum  in  consequence  of  his  having 
taken  money  from  the  Bank ;  this  was  about  four  or  five  weeks  after 
his  admission,  I  think.  I  think  part  of  the  time,  both  were  existing  at 
the  same  time — not  a  very  unusual  circumstance  for  patients  to  labour 
under  a  delusion  of  venereal.  I’ve  had  several  to  labor  under  such  a 
delusion.  He  was  in  the  upper  part  of  the  men’s  ward  the  greater 
part  of  the  time.  The  classification  has  reference  to  the  character  of 
disease,  and  as  his  was  a  case  which,  under  treatment  and  convales- 
ence,  began  to  appear  early,  he  was  placed  in  that  ward  ;  another  dis¬ 
tinction,  that  the  test  ward  of  the  Institution.  (Book  offered  in  evidence. 
A  Report  of  Dr.  Evans,  giving  him  a  description  of  the  Asylum,  and 
a  picture  of  the  building,  but  withdrawn  for  the  present.)  I  have  stated 
various  particulars  of  his  physical  disorders,  and  that  he  was  partially 
insane.  I  think,  that  from  the  character  of  his  symptoms,  it  w’as  to 
be  expected  that  unless  measures  were  taken  speedily  to  arrest  them, 
he  would  be  likely  to  become  more  and  more  deranged  ;  and  that  as  the 
disease  could  be  best  treated  in  an  Institution  of  that  kind,  and  afforded 
the  strongest  hope  of  believing  it  would  be  cured  by  placing  him  therein — 
he  was  a  fit  patient  for  such  an  institution,  and  it  was  kindness  to  place 
him  there  under  treatment.  It  is  generally  desirable  they  (insane  per¬ 
sons)  should  be  removed  from  their  family  and  their  friends.  He  was 
benefited  by  his  seclusion  and  medical  treatment,  and  gradually  re¬ 
stored  to  his  usual  health.  I  don’t  know  of  being  subjected  to  any  ill- 
treatment  or  unnecessary  restraint.  I  remember  on  one  of  my  visits, 
shortly  after  his  admission,  I  found  him  with  a  bruise  on  the  cheek 
under  the  eye.  Upon  my  speaking  to  him  about  it,  he  told  me  one  of 
the  patients  had  struck  him  there ;  and  upon  my  expressing  regret  at 
the  circumstance,  he  said  it  was  an  accident  which  might  readily  hap¬ 
pen,  and  seemed  disposed  to  make  light  of  it.  He  didn’t  express  any 
apprehension  to  me  of  the  recurrence  of  the  accident.  There  are  no 
bars  to  any  of  the  windows,  except  in  the  basement  w’here  patients  are 
confined.  The  sashes  are  of  cast  iron — the  iron  sash  is  stationary. 
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Each  bed  room  is  ten  feet  square,  with  a  large  window  opening  on  to 
the  garden — rooms  open  on  the  south — the  lobby  has  a  window  oppo¬ 
site  to  each  room — the  sashes  are  painted,  and  look  like  ordinary 
sashes.  Day  rooms  are  large  rooms  situated  between  the  centre  build¬ 
ing  and  the  lobbies ;  one  for  each  story,  and  into  them  patients  have 
access  during  the  day.  Generally  one  patient  in  each  room,  and  there 
are  ten  on  the  floor.  The  Institution  averages  from  fifty  to  sixty 
throughout  the  year,  men  and  women.  I  would  call  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
disease  partial  insanity — moral  insanity  would  cover  his  disease  ;  and 
accompanied  with  particular  delusion.  Moral  insanity  is  that  form  of 
insanity,  where  the  moral  feelings  were  affected,  exclusively,  without 
producing  intellectual  derangement.  Moral  insanity  generally  pro¬ 
duces  a  change  in  the  feelings,  more  particularly  towards  relatives,  and 
in  the  ordinary  domestic  and  business  habits  of  the  patients,  and  not  in¬ 
consistent  with  acuteness  in  the  reasoning  faculties ;  but  in  most  cases 
where  it  exists,  the  mind  of  the  person  laboring  under  it  is  more  liable 
to  be  acted  upon  by  sudden  impulses,  and  be  betrayed  into  acts  which, 
if  in  a  perfectly  sound  mind,  he  would  not  do.  There  are  cases  of 
moral  insanity,  in  which  the  patient  is  capable  of  acting  in  common 
business  transactions,  buying  and  selling,  but  not  more  so  than  in  other 
kinds  of  insanity.  This  is  often  difficult  of  detection.  One  of  the 
peculiarities  of  that  form  of  insanity,  especially  when  confined  with 
one  or  two  delusions,  for  the  patient  to  manifest  it  only  in  his  own 
family  and  immediate  friends.  No  general  rule  to  be  applied  to  such 
subjects  ;  but  they  are  most  likely  to  be  on  the  alert  not  to  manifest  it. 
I  gave  no  written  order  for  his  discharge.  On  7th  day  preceding 
Morgan’s  discharge,  I  informed  the  Visiting  Managers  of  the  Institution, 
that  I  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  was  in  a  situation  to  be  discharged, 
and  they  then  came  to  the  conclusion  to  discharge  him.  (Request  for 
discharge.)  I  didn’t  receive  that  from  Mrs.  Hinchman.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  what  I  said  to  her,  I  expect  she  wrote  that.  He  must  have 
had  liberty  of  grounds  for  six  weeks  or  two  months.  All  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  myself  and  his  friends,  manifested  on  their  part  no¬ 
thing  but  the  strongest  solicitude  for  his  recovery  and  comfort  while  at 
the  Asylum  ;  and  the  only  intimation,  at  any  time,  from  his  relatives 
or  friends,  as  to  his  remaining  in  the  Asylum,  was  in  an  interview  I 
had  with  his  mother,  in  which  I  informed  her  I  thought  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  leave  the  Institution.  She  expressed  no  wish  for  his  longer 
detention  there ;  but  a  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  my  judgment  in 
relation  to  his  being  entirely  restored — about  three  or  four  days,  I 
think,  before  he  left  the  Institution — somewhere  within  a  week.  When 
the  physicians  have  concluded  that  the  patient  is  ready  to  leave  the 
Institution,  either  the  Superintendent  or  Resident  Physician  informs  the 
friends  of  the  patient  of  that  conclusion,  and  it  is  then  expected  those 
friends  or  some  one  will  come  and  take  the  patient  away.  The  sure¬ 
ties  of  the  patient  generally  apply  for  a  discharge  of  the  patient.  “  Left 
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on  6th  of  seventh  month.” — In  Mr.  Garrett’s  hand  writing,  I  think. 
Superintendent  has  no  power  to  discharge  a  patient  without  my  au¬ 
thority.  Patient  can,  at  any  time,  be  taken  away  by  sureties.  Dr. 
Worthington  has  no  power  to  discharge  a  patient,  or  to  admit  him. 
Dr.  Worthington  been  in  Institution  five  or  six  years  ;  a  regularly 
educated  physician.  Didn’t  know  Morgan  Hinchman  before,  except 
by  sight.  Morgan  told  me  once  he  had  business  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Charles  Shoemaker,  and  had  been  away,  and  his  brother-in-law 
had  brought  him  back  part  of  the  way.  Majority  of  the  patients  con¬ 
fined  there  without  legal  process — always  brought  there  without  legal 
process.  Patients  specially  examined  when  brought  there,  as  to  body 
and  mind,  by  the  resident  and  visiting  physician.  Morgan  mentioned 
when  he  came,  he  was  aware  he  was  diseased,  and  that  his  mind  was 
not  right  when  he  was  brought  to  the  Institution. 

Cross-examined. — He  mentioned  this  a  few  weeks  before  he  left  the 
institution.  I  think  when  he  came  there  first,  he  said  he  was  sick,  and 
it  sometimes  affected  his  mind,  but  he  attributed  it  to  nervousness.  He 
did’nt  state  his  physical  disease.  I  reside  in  the  city.  I  stay  at  Asy¬ 
lum  for  an  hour,  or  one  and  a  half  hours.  I  pass  through  the  whole 
institution.  The  first  of  my  interviews  when  1  was  studying  the  case, 
I  devoted  time  necessary  for  the  purpose.  I  did  not  make  up  my  mind 
at  my  first  visit.  The  venereal,  the  predominant  hallucination  for  a 
while — and  then  it  was  followed  by  the  Penn  Township  Bank  delusion. 
Impossible  to  draw  a  line  of  demarcation  between  moral  and  intellec¬ 
tual  insanity.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  intellectual  disease.  No 
moral  insanity  without  an  affection  of  the  brain.  No  moral  or  intel¬ 
lectual  insanity  without  physical  disease.  Moral  insanity  first  spoken 
of  by  Pinel.  Many  of  Ray’s  sentiments  with  which  I  accord, 
but  cannot  give  it  my  thorough  sanction.  Connelly  stands  well :  in¬ 
sanity  cannot  exist  without  a  disease  of  the  body.  I  can’t  say  that 
restraint  was  necessary  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  it  was  beneficial.  I 
don’t  know  he  was  continued  there  any  length  of  time  after  he  was 
restored.  After  patient  is  restored,  we  think  it  safer  to  retain  them 
for  a  while,  so  as  to  be  assured  of  their  full  restoration.  He  was  there 
three  or  four  weeks  after  evidences  of  insanity  had  passed  away.  My 
judgment  as  to  propriety  of  his  being  confined  there,  was  from  my  own 
observation.  I  ascertained  his  bodily  disease  from  personal  examina¬ 
tion.  The  kind  of  disease  it  was,  I  concluded  on  with  the  help  of  the 
representations  of  his  friends.  I  of  myself,  could’nt  discharge  a  patient. 

(Certificate  of  physician — discharge.) 

I  think  I  recollect  he  had  left  there  before  the  tenth.  I  was  exam¬ 
ined  before  the  Commissioner.  I  don’t  remember  Edward  Richie’s 
calling  on  me,  nor  Thomas  Wistar’s;  but  in  my  examination  I  said, 
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Thomas  Wistar  had  called  at  my  house.  Thomas  Wistar  at  one  timd 
a  Manager.  On  a  subsequent  visit  to  my  first,  that  he  bore  mark 
under  his  eye.  Never  heard  anything  said  about  “  Deed  of  Trust.” 
I  know  Elizabeth  Shoemaker,  and  I  knew  his  mother.  Patients  have 
got  much  worse  there.  I’ve  examined  a  person  in  that  institution, 
within  last  eight  or  ten  years,  and  not  finding  her  insane,  I  had  her 
discharged  immediately.  The  queries,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  are 
answered  as  to  some  of  them.  Great  difficulty  to  get  answers  to 
these  questions.  Not  common  for  entire  omission  of  the  queries. 
There  is  no  rule  made,  but  a  request  to  have  queries  answered.  I 
expect  Dr.  Worthington  reported  to  me  on  this  case  of  Morgan  Hinch- 
man,  buft  can’t  recollect  now.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  physical 
act  that  indicated  insanity.  I  think  he  drew  no  comparison  between 
himself 'and  his  mother  and  family.  I  was  called  upon  by  Edward 
Richie  but  once  while  Morgan  Hinchman  was  in  Asylum.  Mr.  Stroud 
called  on  me  two  or  three  weeks  prior  to  Morgan  Hinchman’s  discharge, 
and  I  told  him  Morgan  was  nearly  well — latter  part  of  sixth  month. 
My  opinion  formed  from  my  own  observation  and  from  an  analysis  of 
his  case.  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  called  on  me  once  with  his  wife,  to 
inquire  after  Morgan.  I  was  consulted  by  Morgan  or  his  mother  as 
to  propriety  of  his  taking  a  journey  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  On 
evening  preceding  Morgan  was  arrested,  Edward  Richie  called  on  me 
and  asked  me  about,  &c. ;  and  I  think  something  was  said  about  Mor¬ 
gan  wasting  his  property.  Frequently  have  seen  William  Biddle  at 
Asylum.  Did’nt  know  of  inquest  until  after  it  was  over.  I  declined 
giving  the  certificate,  because  I  knew  nothing  of  him.  Not  my  prac¬ 
tice  to  give  a  certificate  without  seeing  patient  for  four  months.  I  had 
heard  a  general  report  that  Morgan  Hinchman’s  estate  was  wasting. 
I’m  attending  physician  of  Mrs.  Dinah  Taylor — was  of  Miss  Shoe¬ 
maker.  I  never  knew  Morgan  Hinchman  was  prevented  from  corres¬ 
ponding  with  his  uncle  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman.  Repeatedly  brought 
letters  to  city  for  him  and  put  them  in  the  Post  Office.  One  to  Eli  K. 
Price,  which  I  carried  myself ;  one  to  his  sister  Mrs.  Allenson,  at  Bur¬ 
lington  ;  one,  my  impression  is,  was  directed  to  Benjamin  Hinchman. 
He  often  spoke  to  me  of  the  injustice  of  his  confinement.  He  said  he 
had  been  brought  there  from  the  tavern.  Never  heard  of  violence  in 
the  case.  He  manifested  great  distress  on  occasions.  The  state  of  his 
brain  would  necessarily  produce  great  irritability.  He  attributed  to  his 
mother,  his  wife  and  sister-in-law,  as  being  originators  in  putting  him 
there.  He  occasionally  asked  me  if  he  ought  not  to  be  discharged. 
Edward  Richie  first  one  that  mentioned  Morgan’s  distress  in  the  delu¬ 
sion  that  he  was  confined  in  venereal  ward.  (Discharge  handed  to 
witness.)  The  note  I  can’t  give  any  note  of — the  endorsement  that  of 
Superintendent,  referring  to  day  Managers  came  to  conclusion  to  dis¬ 
charge  Morgan  Hinchman.  (“  Restored  to  usual  health,”  defined  by 
witness.) 
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Chief. — The  Visiting  Committee  meet  every  week.  July  tenth,  the 
date  of  the  signature.  This  discharge  signed  by  Doctor,  and  by  Visit¬ 
ing  Committee.  A  report  to  Board  of  Managers.  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr. 
not  a  Manager  in  1847.  Nothing  in  treatment  of  patients  there  to  ex¬ 
asperate  their  malady.  We  discourage  the  visits  of  relatives  to  patients. 
No  intimation  ever  made  to  me  as  to  disposition  of  Morgan’s  property. 
Often  difficult  to  take  patients  to  Asylum.  Our  advice  to  tell  patient 
what  is  to  be  done,  and  then  take  him  off  quietly.  Under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  should’nt  think  it  was  improper  mode  of  taking  him  to 
Asylum,  as  was  practised  in  the  case  of  Morgan  Hinchman. 

Z)r,  Kirkbride^  affirmed. 

Defendants  offer  to  prove  there  are  species  of  insanity  that  do  not 
affect  the  reasoning  faculties,  but  principally  the  moral  faculties ;  and 
that  that  species  of  insanity,  accompanied  by  delusion  of  any  kind, 
almost  always  require  medical  treatment  and  restraint ;  and  that  the 
earlier  such  patient  is  subjected  to  such  treatment,  the  greater  will  be  his 
chance  of  recovery. 

Objected  to. 


Tpesday,  March  27th. 


Hannah  Stump,  sworn, 

I  know  Morgan  Hinchman — have  kno\yn  him  since  he  was  mar¬ 
ried.  I  recollect  a  visit  he  paid  me  about  the  first  week  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1846.  He  came  to  our  house  to  sell  us  some  pork.  We  lived  at 
Shoemaker  town,  on  York  Turnpike.  It  was,  as  near  as  I  can  recol¬ 
lect,  between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock.  He  said  he  had  killed  a  pork  on 
purpose  for  us  ;  but  we  had  not  engaged  it  of  him,  but  we  took  it.  He 
came  into  the  house,  and  commenced  in  a  wild  way  of  talking,  con¬ 
cerning  his  wife — how  she  was  little  and  young  ;  that  she  went  into 
the  cellar  and  helped  him  to  gather  marketing  ;  said  it  was  work  she 
had  never  been  used  to  doing.  He  talked  about  his  brother-in  law’s, 
his  wife’s  father’s  property  being  sold  by  his  brother-in-law — that  they 
ought  not  to  let  it  go  out  of  the  family — he  said  he  knew  a  man  that 
would  have  bought  it,  so  that  it  should  have  staid  in  the  family.  He 
didn’t  say  who  that  man  was.  His  manner  was  wild — very  strange  ; 
and  his  motions  and  looks,  and  manner  of  talking,  left  an  impression 
on  my  mind,  that  he  was  not  in  his  right  mind.  He  cried  while  he  was 
talking.  Subjects  were  introduced  by  him.  No  one  asked  him  any 
question.  He  talked  all  himself — no  one  talked  to  him.  His  manner 
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was  different  on  this  occasion,  from  what  I  had  previously  seen — a 
good  deal  different.  After  he  had  left  the  house,  I  said,  what  shall  we 
think  of  Morgan  ?  and  he  left  the  impression  on  my  mind,  that  he  was 
not  in  his  right  mind.  I  was  at  Elizabeth  Shoemaker’s  when  she 
came  from  Plumstead — Wistar  brought  her  in  his  wagon,  and  a  girl 
who  lived  with  her.  I  don’t  recollect  any  furniture  that  Wistar  brought 
but  a  picture  of  her  brother,  from  Cheltenham.  Other  wagons  brought 
furniture,  that  was  put  in  the  house.  Her  sister  Margaretta  and  her 
children  lived  with  Miss  Shoemaker,  at  Germantown.  They  lived 
there  less  than  two  years.  When  they  moved,  Morgan’s  furniture 
was  separated,  so  that  he  could  get  it.  She  said  that  belonged  to 
Morgan  before  he  was  married.  After  Miss  Shoemaker  left,  Mrs. 
Hinchman  and  her  children  went  to  live  with  Samuel  Richie  ;  that  was 
last  week  in  August,  1848 — they  live  there  still.  Thomas  Wistar 
lives  six  or  seven  miles  from  the  house  that  Elizabeth  Shoemaker 
moved  to.  The  only  thing  I  recollect  in  Mr.  Wistar’s  wagon,  was  the 
portrait. 

Cross-examined. — I  went  to  Elizabeth  Shoemaker  the  same  morning 
she  came  down.  I  went  there  before  they  did — I  knew  they  were 
coming  the  day  before.  Charles  Shoemaker’s  wife  told  me,  Elizabeth 
Shoemaker  was  going  to  keep  house,  and  Margaretta  was  to  have  a 
home  with  her.  I  can’t  recollect  when  I  first  heard  of  this  arrange¬ 
ment — it  was  not  more  than  a  month  before,  that  I  heard  of  it.  I  lived 
with  Jacob  Ovensetter,  at  Shoemaker  Town.  I  heard  him  say,  he  had 
not  engaged  the  hog — I  didn’t  know  that  he  had  engaged  a  hog.  Mr. 
Ovensetter  bought  and  paid  for  the  hog.  No  one  asked  him  questions. 
I  was  looking  at  him  talking — I  don’t  recollect  what  he  said  when  he 
was  leaving — thought  him  strange  at  times — not  right.  Mr.  Ovenset¬ 
ter  said  he  had  not  bought  the  pig. 

Re-examined. — His  body  was  in  motion  all  the  time. 

James  Russel,  recalled, 

Morgan  had  several  securities  when  he  was  in  bank.  He  had  first 
Samuel  Webb  and  Benjamin  Hinchman,  their  bond  was  withdrawn. 
Afterwards  he  had  George  Dilks,  Edward  Richie  in  82,000,  and  Sami. 
S.  Richie  in  85,000. 

Cross-examined. — George  Dilks  was  accepted  in  January,  1843. 

Edward  Richie,  82,000,  January  7,  1843,  returned  November  17, 
1843. 

Samuel  Richie’s  bond  for  85,000,  returned  30th  January,  1844,  at  Mor¬ 
gan’s  request.  I  am  not  able  to  tell  when  Samuel  Richie  was  accepted. 
Ought  to  enter  dates  of  acceptance  on  minutes ;  there  is  a  mistake  in 
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the  minutes ;  never  saw  the  bond ;  I  don’t  know  that  Morgan  gave 
Richie  a  back  bond,  (book  shown).  I  see  no  handwriting  but  Morgan’s; 
this  part  is  a  different  handwriting.  Can’t  find  any  thing  of  mine 
here. 

Charles  Z).  Meigs,  M.  D.,  sivorn, 

I  saw  Morgan  at  my  house  a  short  time  after  he  left  Asylum.  He 
spoke  in  so  hurried,  voluble  and  incoherent  a  manner,  that  if  I  had  tried 
at  the  time  to  preserve  a  record  of  the  conversation,  it  would  be  impossi¬ 
ble  for  me  to  give  an  accurate  account  thereof.  He  appeared  to  be 
under  a  feeling  of  indignation  against  his  friends,  particularly  Samuel 
Richie,  and  I  gathered  from  his  words  that  he  desired  me  to  interfere 
in  some  way  in  his  behalf  so  that  justice  might  be  done  him.  His  man¬ 
ner  and  conduct  was  so  impetuous,  so  unlike  those  of  a  person  possessed 
of  a  due  power  over  his  actions,  that  considering  these  circumstances 
and  his  statement,  that  he  had  been  recently  discharged  from  the  Asy¬ 
lum  for  the  insane,  I  perceived,  or  I  thought  I  perceived,  that  he  was 
still  uncured,  and  I  believed  was  not  in  possession  of  his  faculties.  He 
soon  went  away  promising  to  call  again.  He  called  again  some  days 
after  at  my  house,  I  was  very  busy,  and  having  met  him  in  the  vesti¬ 
bule,  I  did  not  invite  him  into  the  office,  but  soon  dismissed  him.  His 
visit  leaving  on  my  mind  the  impresssion  confirming  that  which  I 
formed  at  the  first  visit. 

I  thought  the  man  was  insane. 

Cross-examinech — I  can’t  fix  the  time.  I  think  he  was  not  sitting  in 
my  office  when  I  came  in  ;  I  think  he  bolted  in ;  he  was  very  voluble 
and  impetuous,  (certificate  of  Dr.  Noble.)  I  don’t  think  I  ever  saw 
that  certificate. 

jDr.  Thomas  J,  Kirkhride,  recalled,  * 

Am  physician  of  Pennsylvania  Hospital ;  I  reside  at  the  Institu¬ 
tion  ;  have  been  there  rather  more  than  eight  years.  It  was  opened 
under  my  care  ,*  we  have  averaged  of  late  years  about  two  hundred. 
We  require  a  certificate  from,  or  certificate  of  a  graduate  of  Medicine, 
that  he  has  seen  and  examined  the  patient,  and  a  bond,  if  he  is  a  pay 
patient,  for  his  board,  or  if  not,  a  bond  to  remove  him  at  his  discharge. 
A  manager  then  sends  an  order  to  me  to  receive  the  patient  if  brought 
within  a  specified  time  from  the  date  of  the  order.  Either  I  or  my 
assistant  sees  the  patient  and  requests  his  friends  to  state  to  him  where 
he  is,  and  why  he  is  there.  I  then  get  as  full  a  history  of  the  case  as 
possible  to  guide  me  in  the  treatment,  and  to  enable  me  to  decide  in 
what  ward  he  should  be  placed.  There  is  a  form  of  insanity  called 
moral  insanity  by  writers,  which  consists  in  a  derangement  of  the  feel¬ 
ings  or  affections  rather  than  the  intellect ;  this  is  generally  said  to  be 
unaccompanied  by  delusion,  although  some  believe  that  even  in  these 
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cases  there  really  is  delusion  which  cannot  be  discovered.  A  derange¬ 
ment  of  feelings  and  affections,  accompanied  by  delusion,  would  be 
called  partial  insanity,  or  by  some  monomania.  The  reasoning  facul¬ 
ties  in  such  cases  appear  to  be  unaffected.  Persons  affected  with  this 
species  of  insanity  are  frequently  capable  of  transacting  their  ordinary 
business. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  all  cases  of  insanity  should  receive  treat¬ 
ment  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease. 

If  the  disease  continues  there  is  danger  of  its  assuming  a  more 
serious  form,  treatment  would  be  less  likely  to  be  successful. 

It  is  the  case  in  a  large  number  of  the  insane,  that  the  first  symp¬ 
toms  are  observed  in  a  perversion  of  the  feelings  and  affections.  It  is 
not  universally  so,  however.  Moral  insanity  is  generally  shown  with 
reference  to  an  individual’s  friends,  family  and  intimate  associates. 
Persons  in  that  situation  frequently  give  specious  reasons  for  their  con¬ 
duct  as  in  other  forms  of  insanity.  Many  persons  of  unsound  mind 
unquestionably  are  competent  to  write  letters  showing  no  marks  of  in¬ 
sanity,  if  they  do  not  write  on  the  subject  on  which  they  have  delu¬ 
sion.  It  is  frequently  the  case  for  persons  of  unsound  mind  to  attribute 
insanity  to  others.  A  large  number  of  the  insane  do  unquestionably 
believe  that  some  of  their  friends  are  of  unsound  mind. 

It  is  often  exceedingly  difficult  to  say  where  sanity  ends,  and  in¬ 
sanity  begins. 

If  all  patients  were  placed  promptly  under  treatment,  my  observation 
is  that  more  than  eighty  per  cent  will  recover, 

I  was  resident  physician  at  the  Frankford  Asylum,  in  1833,  and  left 
there  to  go  to  the  Hospital,  in  the  city.  The  treatment  there  in  its  gene¬ 
ral  principles,  was  similar  to  what  is  universally  pursued  in  our  best 
institutions.  I  think  it  was  judiciously  conducted.  It  has  always  main¬ 
tained  a  very  high  reputation  for  the  treatment. 

Cross-examined. — (Paper  shown.)  This  is  the  form  of  our  certifi¬ 
cate  and  order  of  admission.  If  the  manager  ordered  me  to  receive  a 
patient  on  a  certificate,  dated  four  months  back,  I  would  do  it. 

Doctrine  of  moral  insanity  is  of  comparatively  recent  origin. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a  disease  where  the  intellectual  powers  are  not 
apparently  affected,  I  think  it  probable  there  is  always  delusion, 
although  it  cannot  be  discovered. 

I  should  say  that  there  was  insanity,  so  far  as  the  delusion  went. 
I  believe  insanity  can  exist  without  any  delusion.  I  do  not  recollect 
the  case  of  C.  J.  Parsons.  I  have  not  read  Cooper. 

I  should  not  say  that  because  a  man  said  another  was  insane,  he  was 
insane.  It  depends  on  other  subjects. 

If  a  long  correspondence  were  on  various  subjects  and  consistent,  I 
should  say  that  there  was  no  insanity  in  those  letters. 

Memory  often  good. 


265 


Monomaniacs  often  reason  correctly  on  other  subjects.  I  have 
known  one  keeper  who  became  insane  while  in  charge  of  the  insane. 

My  impression  is,  that  the  patients  are  not  injured  by  the  association 
of  a  w’ell  regulated  Asylum.  I  have  never  seen  the  association  of  the 
insane  injurious. 

Ordinary  visiters  in  well  regulated  hospitals  find  it  difficult  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  the  insane  from  the  sane. 

Cases  of  a  peculiar  hallucination  are  more  easy  to  discover  than 
others  ;  occasionally  they  change  entirely. 

I  would  not  suppose  that  every  case  of  delusion  required  a  hospital 
treatment. 

•  I  should  advise  domestic  treatment,  if  it  could  be  carried  out,  at 
home.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  taking  every  one  to  the  hospital. 

It  is  not  our  habit  for  a  watchman  every  hour  in  the  night  to  go 
round  and  let  a  light  through  a  wicket,  into  the  sleeping  room.  I  should 
think  it  injudicious  unless  1  apprehended  some  danger  to  the  patient,  or 
wished  to  ascertain  some  fact  about  his  sleeping. 

I  do  not  know  that  McIntosh  had  any  particular  experience  as  to 
diseases  of  the  mind. 

Certificate  of  the  family  physician  is  desirable. 

Have  great  difficulty  in  procuring  answers  to  interrogatories. 

I  would  not,  without  evidence  of  insanity,  give  a  certificate  as  to  in¬ 
sanity,  without  having  seen  persons  for  four  months. 

Re-ezamined. — Persons  afflicted  with  partial  insanity,  frequently 
show  great  ingenuity  in  concealing  delusions. 

Dr,  George  B,  Wood,  affirmed. 

Professor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Universit)" ;  have  been  so  since  1835. 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy  my  chair.  Have  had  occasion  to  see 
insane  persons ;  was  connected  with  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  where 
they  were  formerly  treated. 

Moral  insanity  is  derangement  of  the  emotional  functions  as  contra¬ 
distinguished  from  the  intellectual.  I  think  there  is  a  class  of  derange¬ 
ment  in  which  the  reasoning  faculties  may  be  sound,  and  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  deranged  feelings  may  come  to  incorrect  results. 

Where  there  is  a  perversion  of  the  emotional  functions  accompanied 
with  delusion,  if  the  affection  is  chronic,  I  should  say  that  the  person 
was  insane. 

I  should  probably  direct  some  treatment  to  such  a  person.  Absence 
from  excitement,  and  rest,  are  very  important  as  items  of  treatment. 
Monomaniacs  are  frequently  capable  of  transacting  business.  They 
frequently  show  increased  activity  and  ingenuity.  They  are  very  skil¬ 
ful  in  concealing  and  avoiding  the  exposure  of  disease. 

34 
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Cross-examined, — I  believe  there  is  such  a  thing  as  insanity  of  mind, 
that  is,  judging  from  its  manifestations. 

I  believe  there  can  be  moral  insanity  without  intellectual  insanity. 
I  think  there  cannot  be  diseased  mind  without  diseased  body ;  but  I  do 
not  know. 

Disease  of  emotional  functions  may  ultimately  produce  disease  of 
intellectual  functions ;  and  I  believe  it  does.  I  have  no  doubt  that  dis¬ 
ease  of  body  produces  both  species  of  insanity. 

Intoxication  is  not  moral  insanity. 

There  is  a  distinction  between  delirium  of  fever  and  insanity. 

Domestic  treatment  might  be  the  very  worst  species' of  treatment. 

Irritation  of  the  brain  may  be  discovered  by  other  means  than  mani¬ 
festations  of  the  mind. 

Horatio  C,  Wood,  recalled. 

Proved  minutes.  Knew  nothing  of  his  own  knowledge. 

Minutes  of  visiting  committee  read — prout, — 1st  month  9th,  1847  ; 
7th  month  10th,  1847,  as  follows: — 

“First  month  9th,  1847. — There  has  been  one  admission,  Morgan 
Hinchman,  with  the  usual  papers.” 

“  Seventh  month  10th,  1847. — Morgan  Hinchman  was  discharged 
on  the  6th  instant.” 

John  C,  Allen, 

Agreed  that  Morgan  was  to  be  discharged,  on  the  3rd.  On  the  10th, 
was  informed  that  he  had  been  discharged  on  the  6th. 

Dr,  Evans,  recalled. 

Rule  is  that  watchman  shall  look  at  the  patient  through  the  wicket, 
and  not  to  disturb  him,  or  throw  light  in,  unless  something  required  it. 

Have  heard  of  complaints  about  light ;  where  it  was  detrimental,  it 
has  been  changed.  Never  heard  complaints  from  him  as  to  treatment 
there.  He  was  under  medical  treatment  for  nearly  four  months. 

Cross-examined, — I  may  have  been  indisposed,  but  very  slightly. 
Do  not  recollect  being  so. 

Re-examined, — Managers  receive  no  pay.  I  receive  a  salary. 
Managers  often  subscribe  for  different  objects. 

Description  of  the  building  in  the  book  is  correct. 

Dr,  Pancoast, 

Am  Professor  in  Jefferson  Medical  College.  Am  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Kite ;  good  character,  and  good  share  of  experience. 

Adjourned  till  2  o’clock. 
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2  o’clock,  P.  M, 

Mr.  Williams  now  moves  the  Court  to  direct  the  jury  to  acquit  B. 
H.  Warder,  for  purpose  of  offering  him  as  a  witness. 

The  motion  for  discharge  is  objected  to  by  plaintiff,  and  argued  by 
Mr.  Reed  for  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Perkins  further  argues  the  motion  for  discharge  in  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  David  P.  Brown  further  argues  in  opposition  to  discharge. 

United  States  vs.  Harding. 

Pennsylvania  Law  Journal,  6  vol.  17. 

Mr.  Williams  follows  in  support  of  his  motion  for  discharge. 

The  Court  declines  instructing  the  Jury  to  discharge  Mr.  Beniamin 
H.  Warder. 

Excepted  to  by  defendants,  and  exception  noted.  The  defendants 
here  close  their  case. 

REBUTTING  EVIDENCE. 

The  plaintiff  then  called — Mayland  Janney  ;  affirmed. 

Live  in  Colebury,  Bucks  county.  Known  Morgan  Hinchman  since 
he  purchased  farm  ;  at  Buck  meeting,  January,  1847,  I  recollect  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  discussion ;  Morgan  Hinchman  spoke  three  times  ;  near  to  him 
as  I  am  to  you  ;  could  hear  him  pretty  distinctly ;  I  understood  some 
things  he  said  ;  he  said  some  things  last  time  he  rose,  that  I  did’nt  un¬ 
derstand  ;  in  two  prior  speeches  I  understood  most  he  said  ;  discussion 
about  certain  resignation  ;  he  spoke  pretty  fast.  That  question  laid 
over ;  I  think  Morgan  Hinchman  wanted  this.  I  don’t  think  I  heard 
all  he  said  ;  I  moved  my  seat  ,*  nothing  he  said,  but  I  thought  was 
reasonable  and  to  the  purpose. 

Cross-examined, — His  tone  somewhat  agitated,  the  last  time  I  heard 
him;  the  meeting-house  half  as  large  as  this  Court  house;  subject, 
one  of  considerable  interest. 

The  last  time  he  spoke  faster,  and  was  considerably  agitated ;  he 
said  he  hoped  their  plans  would  not  be  rash  ;  his  face  turned  towards 
the  clerk ;  the  faces  of  those  who  speak  turned  towards  the  galleries. 
The  clerks  collect  the  sense  of  the  meeting.  He  spoke  in  tone  loud 
enough  to  be  heard.  The  meeting  was  quiet  first  time  he  spoke ;  but 
second  time  not  quite  so  quiet.  Since  it  occurred,  I’ve  spoken  on  this 
subject ;  Samuel  Beans  and  I  had  a  conversation  on  that  subject ;  I 
was  here  when  evidence  on  opposite  side  was  given,  and  was  astonished 
at  it. 

Chief. — Nearer  Morgan  Hinchman  than  he  was  to  the  clerks;  un¬ 
derstood  him  as  well  as  I  did  Ezra  Comfort. 

Cross-examined. — Members  that  do  not  comply  with  their  dress  some¬ 
times  speak  in  the  meeting. 
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William  Brovm^  affirmed, 

I  lived  with  Morgan  Hinchman,  in  Bucks  county,  six  or  eight  months, 
at  difterent  times,  two  or  three  months  at  a  time.  There  at  time  Mrs, 
Hinchman  came  up  to  visit  her  son.  I  saw  her  once  and  a  while, 
while  she  was  there ;  was  in  the  orchard  knocking  apples  off,  and  he 
was  ploughing ;  I  was  digging  under  the  tree  ;  and  Morgan  Hinchman 
told  her  he  did’nt  want  her  to  knock  them  off ;  there  were  plenty  with¬ 
out  them ;  she  kept  on  and  he  went  around  with  his  plough  again,  and 
he  told  her  again  he  did’nt  want  them  knocked  off ;  he  went  on  a  piece, 
and  looked  around  and  came  back,  and  caught  her  by  the  arm,  and 
she  squatted  down  and  he  lifted  her  under  his  arm,  but  he  did’nt  get 
her  up  ;  she  hallowed,  and  I  looked  around  and  went  on  with  my  work. 
He  did’nt  drag  her  ;  I  was  right  under  the  tree ;  he  could’nt  have  given 
her  a  twist  over  his  shoulder;  I  did’nt  see  any  violence ;  I  saw  her 
next  morning  as  she  was  going  away  ;  Morgan  Hinchman  came  up 
and  offered  his  hand  to  her,  but  she  would  not  shake  hands  with  him, 
or  did  not ;  she  saw  his  hand.  I  was  helping  S.  Richie  weighing  hay, 
and  we  got  talking  about  selling  Morgan  Hinchman’s  things  ;  I  said 
he’d  play  very  mischief  with  him  when  he  got  out ;  Mr.  Richie  replied 
he  could’nt  do  any  thing  with  them ;  he’d  have  nothing  to  go  on  with. 
Mrs.  Hinchman  wanted  some  trees  cut  down  that  were  about  in  the 
yard  and  in  garden;  she  was  little  troublesome  while  there.  I  saw  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  night  before  he  went  away  the  last  time  ;  saw  nothing 
crazy  about  him  then.  Was  there  while  E.  Clarke  was  there ;  I  had 
enough  to  eat ;  I  did’nt  see  any  complaints  about  any  thing. 

Cross-examined. — Jesse  Forker  in  orchard  too,  shaking  off  the  apples. 
I  did’nt  hear  Morgan  tell  me  he’d  discharge  me,  if  I  did’nt  go  away. 
Jesse  came  up.  The  old  lady  hallowed,  and  that  brought  Jesse.  I’d 
gone  away  when  Jesse  came.  Morgan  had  her  under  her  arms,  trying 
to  raise  her  up,  when  Jesse  came  up.  Not  Morgan’s  carriage  that  took 
her  away — believe  it  was  Mr.  Gutwault’s.  She  asked  Jesse  to  go  for 
it,  and  he  went.  Sometimes  I  work  about  house,  chopping  wood.  Go 
into  parlor  sometimes,  to  take  wood  in.  Sat  in  parlor  many  time  with 
them — went  in  to  sit  and  talk — talk  with  Morgan  Hinchman  and  his 
wife.  Mrs.  Hinchman  there  but  a  few  days  the  last  time — she  was 
there  three  or  four  days. 

Hiram  Jones,  affirmed. 

Live  in  Buckingham  Township,  Bucks  County.  Have  known  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  from  time  he  moved  to  farm.  Frequently  saw  him  and 
conversed  with  him.  At  meeting  of  Horse  Company,  I  saw  nothing 
that  ever  induced  me  to  believe  him  insane.  I  passed  him  and  Nathan 
Preston  twice  while  they  were  talking.  Talked  with  him  before  and 
after  that — and  saw  nothing  crazy  about  him  then.  From  one  to  three 
weeks  before  he  was  taken.  I  saw  him  on  Sunday.  Rode  with  him 
then.  Nothing  unkind  to  his  wife  then,  nor  saw  nothing  crazy  about 
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him  at  that  time.  I  was  present  when  overseers  gave  him  permission 
to  brins  suit.  I  don’t  remember  the  date.  Joshua  Michener. 

Daniel  Gutwault,  affirmed. 

Live  in  Plumstead — about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Morgan 
Hinchman.  Have  known  Morgan  Hinchman  since  time  he  came  up, 
and  saw  him  frequently.  Never  had  any  idea  of  his  being  crazy. 
Had  dealings  with  him.  I  kept  store.  Jesse  P.  Forker  came  to  get 
me  to  take  Mrs.  Hinchman  away  from  Morgan’s  place.  I  did  take 
her  away  next  morning.  As  she  got  in,  Morgan  came  up  and  said, 
well  mother,  is  thee  going.  And  she  said  yes,  she  was  thankful  she 
had  a  neighbor  who  had  more  kind  feeling  towards  her  than  he  had. 
She  went  on  and  gave  him  a  good  tongue-lashing,  and  talked  very  fast. 
He  looked  a  little  down,  he  appeared  mortified,  and  extended  his  hand 
to  her ;  and  she  said  I  cannot  accept  your  hand — and  unless  you 
repent,  I  never  want  to  see  you  again. 

Cross-examined. — I  understood  he  would’nt  let  her  have  horses  to 
take  her  away  The  conversation  probably  five  minutes.  I  had  heard 
something  about  the  cause  of  her  going,  before.  She  scolded  him  for 
mistreatment.  No  body  went  with  her.  I  took  her  to  Gillingham’s, 
about  six  miles  off.  I  suppose  I  mentioned  this  a  little  after  I  came 
home.  Told  this  conversation  to  many,  lately — talked  it  over  to  a 
good  many.  Have  had  conversation  with  Morgan  since  he  came  out 
of  Asylum,  on  many  occasions.  To-day,  or  last  night,  I  talked  on  this 
subject,  but  can’t  say  to  whom. 

Chief. — Morgan  Hinchman’s  mother’s  manner  exciting  when  she 
was  tongue-lashing  her  son. 

The  plaintiffs  offer  in  evidence  Bond,  Morgan  Hinchman  to  E. 
Clarke.  Thirteenth  of  second  month,  1844;  principal  debt  $950, 
payable  thirteenth  second  month,  1845.  On  back  receipts  for  interest, 
as  follows: 

1845,  3d  month  22d.  Received  fifty-seven  dollars  for  one  year’s 
interest  on  this  bond,  due  the  13th  ultimo. 

^57.  (Signed)  ELIZABETH  CLARKE. 

Received  11th  month  10th,  1845,  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  per  B.  H. 
Warder,  four  hundred  dollars  on  account  of  the  within  Bond. 

8400.  ELIZABETH  CLARKE. 

Received  11th  month  26th,  1845,  of  M.  Hinchman,  an  assignment 
of  Ground  Rent  of  831  50  per  annum,  and  a  balance  in  cash,  teing  in 
full  of  all  demands  against  him. 

ELIZABETH  CLARKE. 

Received  11  month  8th,  1845,  of  M.  Hinchman  four  hundred  dollars 
on  account  of  his  bond  to  Elizabeth  Clarke. 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  H.  WARDER. 
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Morgan  Hinchman  Dr.  To  B.  H,  Warder. 
Drawing  Deed,  -  .  -  - 

Searches,  -  -  -  -  . 

Recording,  -  -  -  -  - 


*  $3  00 

2  37 
2  00 


Received  payment,  $7  37 

BENJAMIN  H.  WARDER. 

Morgan  Hinchman  Dr. 

Amount  of  his  Bond,  -------  $950  00 


Cr. 

Cash,  11th  month  10th,  1845,  -  -  -  $400  00 

Ground  Rent  on  Schuylkill  Fifth  street,  $31  50, 

at  par,  -------  525  00 

-  925  00 


25  00 

Interest  to  11th  month  26,  on  $950,  9  mos.  13  ds.,  44  81 
Less  on  $400,  16  days,  -  -  -  $1  07 

Ground  Rent  due  from  7th  month  1st,  to 

11th  month  26th,  is  4  months  25  days,  12  69 

-  13  76 

- 31  08 


Due  E.  Clarke,  -  56  08 

Samuel  Beans,  recalled^ 

I  recollect  an  interview  with  Ezra  Comfort,  at  which  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  was  present.  I  don’t  remember  Morgan’s  admitting  then  he  drived 
his  mother  out  of  the  orchard,  at  that  time,  at  Plumstead  meeting. 
This  paper  not  got  from  J.  D.  Michener  under  threats  of  prosecution. 
The  overseers  present  when  J.  D.  Michener  began  to  make  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment.  I  suggested  it  should  be  put  on  paper.  Some  overseers 
objected,  and  I  went  and  got  the  paper  and  pen  and  ink.  That  sheet 
of  paper  was  interlined  to  get  it  into  J.  D.  Michener’s  own  language, 
and  scribbled  over.  I  went  and  bought  another  sheet  of  paper,  that 
each  one  might  have  a  copy  without  interlineations.  It  was  drawn 
over  again,  and  paper  torn  in  two  that  each  one  might  have  a  copy. 
Witnessed  by  Samuel  Wilson  and  myself.  Not  forced  from  him  for 
meeting  purposes.  I  was  present  at  signing  the  other  paper.  Morgan 
Hinchman  took  a  loose  copy  of  the  paper,  and  told  J.  D.  Michener  he 
wanted  it  on  the  back  of  the  Commission,  to  have  it  recorded.  Morgan 
copied  it  on  back  of  Commission,  and  handed  either  it  or  copy  to  Aaron 
to  read,  and  Aaron  read  it.  He  a  school  teacher.  Morgan  Hinchman 
said  it  was  intended  to  be  filed  in  the  office.  Nothin^  said  about  meet- 
ing.  J.  D.  Michener’s  wife  sat  by.  No  constraint  of  any  kind  over 
J.  D.  Michener  on  either  occasion.  He  said  he  was  willing  to  sign 
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the  first  if  the  overseers  said  they  were  free  he  should.  Apart  from 
the  paper,  he  expressed  regret  at  having  pursued  Morgan  as  he  did. 
Samuel  Richie  brought  the  paper  that  was  put  in  the  office  to  my 
house,  and  said  he  wanted  to  compare  it  with  other. 

Cross-examined. — Nothing  of  the  prosecution  alluded  to  before  the 
overseers ;  nor  of  any  legal  proceedings.  Nothing  said  about  mitiga¬ 
tion  of  damages. 

(Paper  signed  by  Michener,  with  endorsement  of  Morgan  Hinchman, 
(put  in  evidence,  see  ante  page  142,)  handed  to  witness,  as  follows: 

John  D.  Michener  having  signed  a  statement,  of  which  the  within  is 
a  copy.  I  do  agree  to  receive  the  same  of  John  D.  Michener,  in  miti¬ 
gation  of  the  damages  caused  to  me,  by  his  acts  in  the  premises;  and 
if  he  sincerely  endeavours  to  do  his  part  according  to  his  ability,  to  re¬ 
pair  such  wrongs  and  injuries  as  I  have  suffered  by  his  acts,  in  my 
person,  character,  and  estate,  it  is  intended  in  that  case  to  end  all  dif¬ 
ferences  between  us. 

It  is  not  intended  so  to  exonerate  John,  as  to  make  him  a  witness  in 
regard  to  any  difficulties  with  others,  arising  out  of  these  matters. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Buckingham  Meeting  House,  7th  month  3rd,  1848.) 

That  is  my  name ;  my  signature.  If  he  performed  what  was  inside 
the  paper,  he  was  to  be  cleared.  (Witness  says,  when  he  reads  the 
paper  over,)  If  John  w^as  to  fulfil  what  he  promised  in  that  paper, 
then  no  proceedings  to  be  against  him.  John  D.  Michener  was  brought 
before  the  overseers  by  me,  on  Morgan  Hinchman’s  complaint.  I  went 
with  Morgan  Hinchman  at  his  request ;  and  Samuel  Wilson  went  w'ith 
us  to  John  D.  Michener’s  house.  The  draft  drawn  up  when  Morgan 
Hinchman  brought  it  to  me,  the  evening  before ;  went  home  after  I  left 
John  D.  Michener’s.  Have  not  spoken  on  this  subject  with  Morgan 
Hinchman  within  a  week.  I  walked  wdth  Morgan  Hinchman  to  his 
boarding  house,  and  took  dinner  with  a  crowd,  with  him.  Since  this 
trial,  I  have  not  said  that  “  Morgan  Hinchman  should  have  justice  in 
this  suit.”  The  overseers  objected  to  having  it  put  on  paper.  John 
D.  Michener  asked  of  the  overseers  whether  he  had  better  sign  it,  or 
not ;  and  a  majority  of  the  overseers  requested  him  ;  if  he  had  not 
signed  it,  the  proceedings  against  him  would  be  continued  in  the  meet¬ 
ing.  Two  of  them  said  they  were  satisfied,  without  having  it  put  on 
paper.  I  did  not  say  Samuel  Richie  brought  a  paper  to  me  to  sign. 
Thomas  Wistar  brought  it.  Samuel  Richie  brought  me  a  copy  of  the 
paper,  that  was  filed  in  the  office.  I  expect  it  had  a  seal  to  it. 

Chief, — Paper  was  given  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  wrongs 
to  Morgan  Hinchman. 

Accounts  of  Lloyd  Mifflin,  read  by  Mr.  Reed. 
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Francis  Jordan^  affirmed. 

One  of  the  inquisition  in  Morgan  Hinchman’s  case.  Word  left  at 
my  store,  to  call  at  the  Sheriff’s  office  ;  there  told  by  Mr.  Woolf. 
Sheriff,  Edwin  Lelar,  J.  Gibson,  and  myself,  went  out  together ;  found 
the  rest  of  the  jury  there,  and  Mr.  Price.  Mr.  Price,  after  we  were 
qualified,  opened  the  case,  and  the  witnesses  were  introduced ;  the  two 
Richies  ;  they  were  qualified.  I  think  Mr.  Hinchman  was  brought  in 
then ;  when  brought  in,  Mr.  Price  spoke  to  him  first,  asked  him  many 
questions  about  the  property ;  at  first  he  seemed  very  calm,  but  after 
Mr,  Price  led  him  on  by  questions,  he  became  more  excited.  I  recol¬ 
lect  Mr.  Price  telling  him  it  was  an  inquest,  or  something  to  that  effect ; 
Mr.  Price  asked  him,  if  we  were  not  all  his  friends :  he  said,  you  are 
my  friend,  to  Mr.  Price ;  and  he  turned  to  Mr.  Biddle,  Dawson,  &c., 
and  said  he  knew  them,  and  shrugged  his  shoulders ;  when  speaking 
about  his  property  in  the  city,  Morgan  Hinchman  became  very  much 
excited  ;  he  was  in  the  room  nearly  an  hour ;  after  Morgan  Hinchman 
was  taken  out,  two  physicians  were  then  examined  ;  jury  consulted  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Sheriff  then,  and  we  agreed  on  a  verdict ;  I  signed  the 
paper.  I  have  no  recollection  that  Morgan  Hinchman  asked  for  friends 
or  counsel,  during  the  sitting  of  the  inquisition ;  I  think  it  was  said 
Mr.  Dawson  was  acquainted  with  the  case.  Reference  that  Mr.  Bid¬ 
dle  knew  him  previously.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  standing  close  to 
Mr.  Price,  and  was  complaining  something  about  his  family  interfering 
in  his  property.  I  certainly  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  insane  when 
he  became  excited,  when  he  was  speaking  about  his  property.  Knew 
nothing  of  Morgan  Hinchman  before  I  went  out  there. 

John  G.  Michener,  sworn. 

Member  of  the  Bar.  I  became  acquainted  with  Morgan  Hinchman 
in  February  or  March,  1844;  then  in  Bucks  County;  left  there  in 
1847  ;  Counsel  of  Mr.  Brown,  and  in  that  way  got  acquainted  with 
Morgan  Hinchman  ;  had  frequent  interviews  with  him ;  never  doubted 
his  sanity.  On  Tuesday  night,  two  weeks  before  he  was  taken  to  the 
Asylum,  he  came  into  my  house  in  the  evening,  after  tea  ;  it  was  very 
cold  then  ;  he  said,  I  am  in  a  great  hurry ;  I  am  on  my  way  to  mar¬ 
ket,  and  it  is  too  cold  for  my  horses  to  stand  out.  1  wish  to  have  a 
few  words  with  thee;  I  wish  to  satisfy  Thomas  Brown,  through  thee 
as  his  counsel,  that  if  I  cannot  raise  the  money  by  the  1st  of  April, 
(mortgage  of  $3,400,)  he  will  be  in  no  danger  of  losing  his  money; 
he  then  laid  before  me  a  book  like  a  bank  book,  on  one  page  of  which 
he  had  put  down  his  liabilities,  of  mortgages,  bonds,  ground  rents,  and 
small  debts,  to  the  sum  between  $2  and  $3 ;  on  another  page  his  pro¬ 
perty  in  Philadelphia,  his  farm,  some  judgments,  to  a  sum  between  $2 
and  $3 ;  he  then  said,  if  I  am  compelled  to  put  my  property  in  market, 
there  will  be  a  loss,  for  which  I  have  taken  off  $2,000 ;  and  now  I 
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have  subtracted  my  liabilities,  and  thee  sees  I  am  worth  between  $11,000 
and  810,000  ;  he  said  he  was  about  disposing  of  amt.  ground  rents  in 
the  city,  whereby  he  could  raise  the  money  ;  good  deal  of  other  con¬ 
versation  about  his  circumstances  ;  no  indication  of  mental  irregularity  ; 
perfectly  clear  ;  he  was  then,  as  I  had  found  him,  quick  in  his  manner, 
spoke  fast,  and  came  to  conclusions  with  distinctness  ;  I  remarked  to 
him,  it  was  folly  for  him  to  employ  counsel,  when  he  was  buying  pro¬ 
perty  ;  no  misgiving  then  of  his  sanity.  I  issued  sci.  fa.  on  Heston’s 
judgment ;  Thomas  Brown  came  to  see  me,  when  it  was  reported  that 
Morgan  was  put  in  the  Asylum.  I  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Heston  to  sue 
out  the  judgment ;  I  issued  sci.  fa.  on  Brown’s  mortgage  ;  Mr.  Du  Bois 
called  at  my  office  and  asked  me  if  I  would  mark  that  judgment  to  use 
of  Edward  Richie,  provided  he  would  pay  me  the  money ;  I  replied,  I 
would  ;  and  Mr.  Du  Bois  left  my  office ;  I  reflected  a  moment  and  called 
Mr.  Du  Bois  back  ;  I  told  him  I  would  enter  satisfaction  for  the  judg¬ 
ment,  but  I  could  not  mark  it  to  use  of  Edward  Richie;  he  remarked, 
it  was  not  what  they  wished,  to  have  it  satisfied.  Within  three  or  four 
days  after  he  was  taken  to  the  Asylum,  I  heard  it. 

Cross-examined. — I  was  counsel- of  Morgan  Hinchman  in  taking 
evidence  before  the  Commissioner;  I  attended  twelve  days.  Mr.  Brown 
should  pay  me  my  fees  about  Heston’s  Judgment.  Done  at  directions 
of  Mr.  Brown;  object  to  sell  the  personal  property  under  the  fi.  fa., 
which  was  returnable  to  February  Term,  I  think. 

Chief. — I  did’nt  issue  vend,  exponas.  Faint  recollection  I  received 
a  letter  from  one  of  the  Richies.  My  impression,  I  was  not  applied  to 
not  to  proceed  on  the  judgment. 

H.  G.  Winslow,  M.  -D.,  sivorn. 

I  reside  in  Ninth  street  above  Race.  After  Morgan  Hinchman  left 
Asylum,  he  came  to  board  with  me ;  a  week  or  two  after,  and  he  re¬ 
mained  till  March  or  April,  1848 ;  saw  him  at  all  hours  of  the  day.  I 
thought  he  was  very  clear,  and  I  knew  he  had  been  in  Asylum. 

Adjourned  till  10  o’clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  28,  10  A.  M. 

H.  G.  Winslmv,  recalled. 

Had  conversation  with  Mr.  Finley,  since  Morgan  Hinchman  had  left 
the  Asylum  ;  he  expressed  astonishment  that  Morgan  had  been  in  Asy¬ 
lum,  that  he  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  him  and  saw  nothing  insane  about 
him ;  he  expressed  a  caution  that  it  should’nt  reach  the  institution ; 
that  he  had  appeared  to  him  as  sane  as  any  one. 

35 
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Cross-examined. — This  in  spring  of  1848,  I  should  think  ;  at  my 
office ;  he  was  introduced  to  me  by  Morgan  Hinchman  ;  I  don’t  know 
the  object  of  his  call ;  he  came  with  Morgan  Hinchman  ;  he  was  in 
conversation  with  me  about  fifteen  minutes  ;  I  don’t  know  that  any  one 
sent  for  him  ;  no  one  told  me  the  object  of  his  introducing  him  to  me ; 
Morgan  Hinchman  with  him  when  I  found  him  in  my  office  ;  had  con¬ 
versation  with  Morgan  about  this  subject ;  I  don’t  remember  of  having 
conversation  with  Morgan  Hinchman  on  this  subject  within  last  two 
months  ;  at  that  time  he  was  rather  disinclined  to  prosecute,  I  thought ; 
I  supposed  some  consequence  attached  to  it,  as  it  might  be  of  import¬ 
ance;  after  I  was  examined,  I  think,  before  Mr.  Hanna,  that  this  con¬ 
versation  took  place ;  I’ve  had  some  passing  remarks  with  Morgan 
Hinchman  within  the  past  week  ;  I  was  subpoened  to  attend  here.  This 
morning  I  mentioned  this  conversation  to  my  wife.  I  think  Morgan 
Hinchman  asked  me  if  I  remembered  having  seen  Mr.  Finley,  yester¬ 
day  ;  and  I  told  him,  perhaps ;  the  amount  of  the  conversation  I’ve  de¬ 
tailed  this  morning. 

By  Mr.  Griscom, 

Never  seen  Finley  before  nor  since ;  I  might  have  advised  Morgan 
Hinchman  to  bring  suit. 

I  don’t  remember  Mr.  Finley. 

Chief, — I  have  no  doubt  it  was  a  person  by  name  of  Finley  ;  he  said 
he  was  a  care-taker;  I  can’t  state  my  conversations  with  Morgan 
Hinchman  about  this  case,  because  my  recollections  faint  in  particulars. 

James  Barclay^  recalled, 

I  had  conversation  with  J.  D.  Michener,  after  Morgan  Hinchman  was 
in  Asylum  ;  harvest  of  1847, 1  think  it  was  ;  I  asked  him  how  he  found 
Morgan  Hinchman  at  Asylum  ;  he  said  he  believed  he  was  the  smartest 
man  there  ;  I  asked  him  how  they  came  to  do  as  they  did  in -disposing 
of  his  property,  and  I  think,  he  made  no  answer  to  that  question ;  I’m 
certain  he  did’nt.  I  asked  him  then,  what  commissions  he  got ;  he 
said  best  job  he  had  was  serving  the  writ  of  lunacy  ;  I  asked  him  what 
that  was,  I  think  he  said  he  got  820  for  a  day  or  day  and  a  half ;  I 
asked  him  how  they  proceeded  when  they  got  the  law  ;  he  made  no 
reply.  I  mentioned  this  to  Mr.  Reed  at  his  office  this  morning. 

Jonathan  Smith,  recalled. 

Saw  him  soon  after  he  came  in  ;  I  saw  him  coming  out  of  day-room; 
he  then  related  to  me  that  my  uncle  and  he  had  dealings  together  when 
he  was  in  bank  ;  he  asked  me  concerning  patients,  &c.,  on  way  to 
yard,  which  he  asked  me  to  show  him,  then  told  me  of  the  men  who 
had  captured  him,  particularly  of  the  two  Richies  ;  that  his  mother  and 
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wife  were  as  bad  as  they  were ;  for  if  they  had  resisted,  he  would’nt 
have  been  taken ;  he  said  he’d  been  in  market,  and  that  he  staid  a 
night  longer  than  usual,  or  that  they  kept  him,  (which  I  don’t  recollect,) 
that  they  had  taken  him  by  force  from  tavern  where  he  stopped ;  I 
think  he  said  there  were  five  or  six ;  I  think  he  said  he  was  induced  to 
stay  about  the  sale  of  some  property ;  he  told  me  what  they  said  to 
him  at  the  tavern,  but  I  can’t  remember  it ;  he  told  me  of  a  mortgage 
being  on  his  property ;  he  told  me  they  got  him  in  a  room,  and  got  around 
him  and  forced  him  down  stairs  into  his  wagon ;  he  could  not  get  to 
see  landlord  ;  they  wanted  to  make  him  believe  he  was  crazy,  and  that 
he  needed  medical  treatment;  he  said  they  lifted  him  up  into  wagon 
and  forced  him  in ;  he  said  it  was  his  own  wagon  ;  about  one-half 
hour  or  one  hour  after  he  came  in  that  he  told  me  this  ;  before  dinner, 
I  think  he  came ;  I  saw  men  that  brought  him  going  away ;  I  did’nt 
see  him  searched,  and  his  money  taken ;  frequent  conversations  with 
him ;  so  many ;  he  often  discoursed  about  his  arrest ;  he  told  me  all 
they  wanted  was  to  get  his  property  from  him ;  he  told  me  of  his  pro¬ 
perty  being  sold ;  he  said  he  had  managed  it  so  well,  some  of  them 
wanted  to  get  the  property  themselves.  I  heard  him  speak  of  death 
of  his  child ;  he  told  me  the  day  that  he  heard  of  it.  He  cried 
very  sore  when  he  heard  of  it.  He  said  that  he  was  sorry  to 
think  that  he  never  should  see  him  again ;  the  day  I  left  the  Asy¬ 
lum,  he  was  talking  about  his  property  and  family  affairs ;  I  was 
there  until  April.  He  was  quiet  when  I  first  saw  him  ;  I  did’nt  see  him 
throw  himself  on  floor ;  I  have  seen  him  writing  and  painting  ;  never 
heard  him  say  any  thing  that  was  irregular.  Finley  said  to  me  that  he 
did’nt  think  him  crazy,  and  he  did’nt  see  why  they  kept  him  there. 
Patrick  Maynes,  I’ve  heard  say,  he  did’nt  know  what  they  kept  him 
there  for.  I’ve  see  him  write  letters  for  the  care-takers.  I  never  saw 
any  violence  or  irritation  in  his  manners ;  if  I  been  in  his  situation,  I 
should  have  been  far  worse.  A  week  or  two  Dr.  Evans  did’ijt  pay  his 
regular  visits ;  might  be  week  Morgan  Hinchman  came  ,*  might  be 
week  after. 

Cross-examined. — I  have  seen  Benjamin  Hinchman  several  times ; 
first  time  I  saw  him  at  Hanna’s  ;  I  conversed  with  Morgan  ;  these  things 
I  have  talked  over  with  Morgan  and  his  lawyers,  since  the  trial  com¬ 
menced  ;  Morgan  Hinchman  came  to  subpoena  me ;  he  told  me  of  a 
situation  he  would  recommend  me  to ;  he  never  said  anything  he  re¬ 
membered,  but  what  I  knew  myself ;  the  situation  was  taken,  and  he 
did  not  recommend  it.  I  have  heard  Morgan  Hinchman  say,  his  head 
ached ;  not  first  time  I  saw  him ;  but  he  told  me  he  was  fatigued  ;  ob¬ 
served  no  excitement  about  him  tjjen,  but  what  I  see  now  ;  if  he  was 
crazy  then,  he  is  now.  The  day  he  came  in,  first  conversation  about 
property ;  he  told  me  of  houses  he  had  in  town ;  a  good  deal ;  as  much 
as  was  necessary  ;  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour  together  then.  Medi- 
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cal  nurse  said,  if  Dr.  Evans  was  there  he  would  discharge  him,  that 
he  was  not  crazy  ,*  conversed  with  Morgan  about  the  sickness  of  Dr, 
Evans,  since  the  trial  commenced.  Never  heard  him  speak  of  suffer¬ 
ing  under  a  particular  disease ;  sometimes  in  common  discourse  he 
spoke  of  the  bank,  that  he  was  a  teller  in  it.  My  uncle  is  a  distiller* 

Chief. — Archibald  McCoy  is  in  Court  now. 

Archibald  McCoy ^  sworn. 

Live  in  Steuben  County,  New  York,  Painted  Post,  I  came  on  from 
a  letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  ;  I  had  two  letters,  one  from  him  some 
eight  or  nine  days ;  since  I  arrived  here  ,*  in  Frankford  Asylum ;  in 
lodge  first,  and  then  medical  nurse  in  the  upper  day-room;  went  there 
the  25th  of  December,  1845,  and  left  it  1st  of  April,  1847,  I  think  ; 
Mr.  Smith  and  I,  both  left  at  the  same  time.  Care-taker  in  Blockley, 
under  Dr.  Kirkbride  for  two  months ;  few  weeks  before  I  went  to  the 
Frankford  Asylum.  Remember  when  Morgan  Hinchman  came  in,  within 
a  few  minutes  of  it,  any  how ;  I  came  into  the  day  room ;  I  expected 
a  new  patient  then  ;  Mr.  Hinchman  had  pulled  off  his  boots  and  was 
leaning  on  a  chair,  with  his  feet  to  the  fire ;  1  said  to  him,  he  must  put 
on  his  boots  or  get  a  pair  of  slippers  ;  that  I  had  charge  of  that  wing, 
or  that  room.  I  told  him  to  get  up  and  go  over  to  the  settee ;  he  imme¬ 
diately  did  so ;  he  said  they  were  new  thick  boots,  that  they  had  got 
wet,  and  hurt  his  feet,  and  he  could  not  keep  them  on ;  I  then  left  him 
there,  and  went  down  the  wing  to  the  steps  leading  into  the  yard  ;  I 
had  a  slate  and  pencil,  and  was  cyphering  some  there,  and  he  engaged 
in  helping  me ;  he  offered  me  to  show  me  a  shorter  way  of  doing  sums 
that  I  was  at ;  he  did  so,  right  off,  smarter  than  I  could  do,  a  great 
deal ;  he  then  stated  to  me  that  he  had  been  kidnapped  by  some  of  his 
relations,  or  his  wife’s  relations.  He  had  been  to  market  and  they  kid¬ 
napped  him  then,  and  brought  him  to  an  insane  hospital ;  he  mentioned 
something  about  his  property ;  that  they  had  brought  him  in  a  wagon 
or  carriage.  A  number  of  patients  around  ;  he  inquired  their  names, 
and  I  told  him ;  and  he  said,  “  poor  things,  this  is  enough  to  make 
any  man  crazy.”  I  looked  at  him  then  and  said,  I  thought,  as  soon 
as  Dr.  Evans  would  come  they  would  discharge  him  ;  I  then  saw  Jona¬ 
than  Smith,  and  said,  (objection  to  what  this  man  said  to  any  body  else, 
when  Morgan  was  by,  and  to  which  Morgan  made  no  reply,  that  he 
knows  of.) 

(Objection  sustained.) 

They  were  both  present ;  I  think  it  was  to  both  of  them  I  was  talk¬ 
ing  ;  I  locked  up  Morgan  Hinchman,  that  evening ;  I  locked  him  up 
while  I  was  there  ;  it  was  my  duty  to  do  so.  Dr.  Worthington  and  I 
went  there  that  evening.  The  rules  of  the  institution,  not  to  allow  any 
man  in  there  to  have  any  money ;  the  Doctor  and  I  wanted  him  to  give 
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up  his  money ;  it  was  by  Doctor’s  request,  I  said  anything  to  him  about 
it ;  we  asked  Morgan  to  give  it  up ;  I  think  the  Doctor  did  ask  him  ; 
he  said  he  would  not,  if  he  should  it  would  have  to  be  taken  by  force 
from  him ;  Doctor  Worthington  told  me  to  take  hold  of  his  hands ;  I 
did  so,  and  he  took  his  money  from  him.  Mr.  Hinchman  said  he  had 
no  right  to  give  it  up  ,  it  was  his  own  money  ;  he  made  no  resistance, 
nor  used  any  improper  language;  he  showed  no  marks  of  insanity 
then  ;  he  had  a  gold  watch  which  was  removed  from  him ;  whether 
that  night  or  not,  I  know  not.  I  unlocked  him  in  the  morning;  he  got 
up,  and  I  told  him  where  the  bath-room  was  to  wash  himself;  they  all 
wash  there  ;  some  patients  are  allowed  a  basin  in  their  room  ;  but  none 
in  my  lodge.  I  saw  Morgan  Hinchman  write  that  day,  and  I  requested 
him  to  write  a  letter  for  me,  and  I  would  copy  it ;  I  told  him  I  had  a 
relation  that  lived  in  the  city,  and  I  had  no  chance  of  going  to  the  city, 
and  I  wanted  him  to  write  to  him  to  procure  me  a  situation  ;  he  said 
he  would,  if  it  was  any  kindness,  he  would  be  very  willing  to  do  it. 
I  had  never  seen  this  relation ;  I  have  the  letter  that  he  wrote. 

Letter,  January  7th,  1847,  read  by  Mr.  Brown,  as  follows : 


(Copy.) 


Dear  Sir  : — 


Friends'  Asylum^  near  Franlcford, 

Jan'y  1th,  1847. 


I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  these  few  lines  to  solicit  you 
w'ould  keep  me  in  mind,  in  case  you  or  your  friends  see  any  situation 
or  business  suitable  for  me.  The  spring  will  soon  open,  and  my  pre¬ 
sent  employ  is  not  very  profitable,  and  I  find  the  close  confinement 

ion  Ik  noorJv  e^vp>y\T  cnKKafli  Qiipti 


4  1 1  X  iT— 


irksome ;  h 

close  attention  being  required,  I  am  unable  to  attend  personally  to  pro¬ 
curing  other  business.  Please  give  my  respects  to  your  lady. 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  this  freedom — and  not  consider  me  trouble¬ 
some. 

Your  kindness  will  oblige  your  friend  and  servant, 

ARCHIBALD  S.  McCOY. 


P.  S. — Should  you  have  an  opening,  or  \^sh  particularly  to  see  me, 
please  address  me  a  note  to  this  place. 

I  hope,  (if  God  will,)  to  call  on  you  in  two  or  three  weeks. 

I  never  sent  the  letter.  I  calculated  to  send  it  to  John  Patterson. 
He  sat  down  and  wrote  it.  I  think  the  second  or  third  day,  Morgan 
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was  sitting  writing  at  the  desk,  and  Professor  Stewart  struck  him.  He 
was  bleeding  when  I  saw  him.  Cut  below  the  eye.  Professor  a 
fractious  man.  I  told  Morgan  Hinchman  I  wished  some  man  would 
give  Professor  a  good  whipping,  for  that  was  all  he  wanted ;  and  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  said,  I  would  not  strike  him — the  man  is  insane.  He 
showed  no  undue  excitement  then,  he  was  perfectly  quiet.  He  was 
not  permitted  to  go  out,  except  into  yard.  The  yard  about  half  an 
acre.  Morgan  Hinchman  was  kept  more  closely  than  the  other  pa¬ 
tients.  Mr.  Garret  said  to  me,  his  friends  had  requested  him  to  be 
kept  more  closely,  as  he  was  such  a  smart  man,  he’d  run  away.  He 
has  often  applied  to  me  to  go  out.  Not  my  duty  to  take  patients  out. 
I  told  him,  if  I  thought  they  would  not  find  it  out,  Pd  take  him  across 
the  country  to  take  a  walk.  I  took  him  out  on  Sunday  when  they 
went  to  meeting.  I  did’nt  hold  him  at  all.  We  were  some  time  out. 
I  thought  I  was  supple  enough  to  catch  him  if  he  went  to  escape.  He 
promised  not  to  escape ;  he  said  if  he  had  opportunity  of  seeing  his 
friends  they  would  take  him  out,  that  he  did’nt  wish  to  run  away  until 
he  was  lawfully  taken  away.  He  wrote  several  letters.  I  remember 
carrying  two  into  the  office  for  him.  I  can’t  remember  whether  Mr. 
Garret  or  Dr.  Worthington  were  there.  But  they  made  some  reply — 
they  thought  it  was  all  nonsense,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  sent 
them  back  to  Morgan.  Can’t  recollect  to  whom  they  were  addressed. 
We  were  requested  by  rules  of  the  placd,  to  carry  no  letters  without 
showing  them  to  them  first.  (Letters  shown.)  I  think  I  could  re¬ 
cognize  that  one.  1  think  that  one  I  carried  to  Mr.  Garret. 

Cross-examined^  on  letter.  I  think  that  was  the  letter.  He  told 
me  who  his  uncle  Benjamin  Hinchman  was.  The  back  of  it  calls  it 
to  my  recollection.  It  is  addressed  to  his  uncle,  and  that  looks  like 
the  letter.  I’ve  never  seen  the  letter  since  that  time. 


Letter  read,  first  month  8th,  1847.  To  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman. 

(Endorsed)  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  S.  W.  corner  Fifth  and  Wal¬ 
nut  streets,  Philadelphia. 

Private. 


Dear  Uncle: — 


Friends’  Asylum, 

near  Frankford,  Philadelphia  Co. 
first  month  8th,  1847. 


It  has  become  necessary  for  me  thus  to  address  thee,  informing, 
that  yesterday,  I  was  arrested  by  my  brother-in-law  and  several  friends 
and  placed  as  a  patient  in  this  Institution.  Under  present  circumstan¬ 
ces  I  ask  a  visit  from  Thee,  or  several  members  of  my  Father’s  Family. 
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Please  communicate  the  contents  hereof,  without  much  delay  to  uncle 
Samuel  Webb  and  aunt  M.  H.  W.,  also  to  cousin  Howard  H.  I  want 
your  counsel  and  aid.  Much  desiring  to  avoid  if  can  be,  any  further 
exposure  of  weaknesses,  which  exist  among  some  which  I  have  and 
do  regard  as  near  friends. 

I  think  you  will  be  satisfied  when  we  meet,  things 
are  not  as  supp  I  ask  you  to 

take  some  trou  my  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  as  for  the  family 

and  the  best  welfa  ttle  to 

others,  not  relativ 
should  be  avoided 

Your  early 
a  kind  of  impris 
or  profitable 
when  we  meet  (if 

I  am  much  tried 
him  who  permits 

Send  vvord  to  my  brothers  B.  and  Allen — the  latter  especially  should 
w'rite  sister  Anna  and  endeavour  to  awake  her  to  some  sense  of  her 
conduct.  I  also  should  be  glad  to  see  George  M.  Stroud,  if  he  can 
make  it  convenient. 

After  dinner. 

I  have  just  received  a  severe  blow  from  a  wealthy  Gentleman,  Prof. 
Steward,  a  patient  here,  who  struck  in  presence  of  two  of  the  keepers, 
at  unawares,  it  struck 

fortunately  brought  blood,  had  it 
it  might  have  killed  me — 
my  Friends  E.  K.  Price,  Bayse  Newcomb, 
E.  Townsend  as  counsel  for  me  against 
imprisonment,  and  get  out  a  writ 
t  once.  I  have  had  patience 
Christian  duty,  is  to  perform  my 
ity  and  my  family.  Fear  not  any 
if  you  need  backing,  call  on 
or  the  Elder  Elijah  Dallett 
needless  to  have  so  many  lawyers — we  need 
wise,  but  some  of  the  Richie’s  and  Shoemaker’s 
ery  cute. 

Sometime  after  Morgan  Hinchman  came  there,  some  of  his  friends 
came  to  see  him,  as  I  thought.  I  did’nt  see  the  gentleman.  Morgan 
Hinchman  told  me  who  it  was — he  said  he  had  accused  him  of  having 
venereal  disease,  and  that  he  had  been  brought  there  to  be  cured.  I 
asked  Morgan  Hinchman  if  he  had  been  in  bad  company,  he  said  no, 
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he  had  not,  and  he  felt  dissatisfied  at  his  friends  for  saying  any  such 
thing  about  him.  It  was  my  duty  to  speak  to  the  Doctor  about  it.  I 
stated  this  to  Doctor  Worthington,  first  day  or  first  week  after  this. 
Morgan  said  it  was  not  so — he  had  been  accused  by  Richie  of  it.  He 
said  to  me  they  had  kidnapped  him,  and  wanted  to  get  his  property. 
I  think  I  told  Dr.  Worthington  what  he  told  me  as  to  venereal  disease. 
A  gentleman  there  who  was  dirtiest  patient  in  the  hospital — he  had  to 
be  treated  like  an  infant ;  he  eat  at  same  table  with  Morgan.  He  con¬ 
tinued  there  for  considerable  time  after  Morgan  Hinchman  came.  I 
had  charge  of  him.  His  cell  three  or  four  rooms  from  Morgan  Hinch- 
man’s.  The  watchman  passed  every  hour  of  the  night.  Sometimes 
that  gentleman  was  very  noisy.  I  never  thought  Morgan  Hinchman 
insane,  but  I  would  not  say  so  there.  I’ve  said  so  to  the  keepers — I 
would’nt  say  so  to  Mr.  Garret  or  Dr.  Worthington.  Morgan  has  said 
he  has  been  disturbed  by  putting  that  light  in  the  room,  and  of  the 
noises  during  the  night,  and  of  the  unpleasantness  of  eating  at  same 
table  with  that  dirty  gentleman. 

Cross-examined. — I  came  here  at  Morgan  Hinchman’s  invitation, 
I  threw  the  letters  in  fire  when  I  read  them.  He  told  me  he  would 
pay  my  expenses  and  time,  that  he’d  pay  me  for  my  trouble.  He 
stated  he  was  going  to  bring  suit.  Three  or  four  months  since  I  re¬ 
ceived  his  letter.  I  wrote  to  Robert  Thompson  about  it  immediately 
after  that.  No  communication  from  Morgan  Hinchman  since  four 
months.  Robert  Thompson’s  letter  I  did’nt  keep — I  burned  it.  That 
letter  was  in  my  coat  pocket.  Morgan  went  with  me  to  Reed’s  office. 
I  tried  to  find  out  where  Morgan  Hinchman  boarded ;  I  saw  Jon.  Smith, 
and  he  told  me.  Morgan  Hinchman  called  on  me  at  my  tavern.  Not 
together  for  more  than  five  or  ten  minutes.  No  conversation  with 
Morgan  Hinchman  as  to  what  I  was  to  testify  to.  The  communica¬ 
tion  from  Mr.  Thompson  I  received  two  months  ago.  Last  communi¬ 
cation  I  received,  with  exception  of  a  Ledger,  which  I  received.  Never 
knew  it  was  on  till  then.  Two  and  a  half  days  it  takes  me  to  come  on. 
Word  “  Archibald”  written  at  same  time  it  was  written — black  line 
drew  there  at  same  time.  Scratches  on  back  made  in  Asylum.  I 
found  this  letter  by  accident  in  my  coat  pocket — of  a  box  coat.  Never 
knew  it  was  there  ’till  I  came  on  to  Philadelphia ;  three  or  four  days 
since  that  I  knew  it.  Morgan  Hinchman  asked  if  I  ever  remembered 
his  writing  for  me.  He  stated  he  was  sorry  I  had  lost  that  letter.  I 
told  him  I  knew  nothing  of  it,  ’till  I  was  examining  for  a  paper  of  my 
own.  Box  coat  has  four  pockets;  found  it  in  upper  outside  pocket. 
I  did’nt  see  him  get  out  of  the  carriage.  Before  12  I  think  that  I  saw 
him.  He  put  on  his  boots.  He  never  spoke  a  word  at  all  when  I 
spoke  to  him  at  the  stove,  tie  told  me  on  the  steps,  when  I  was  cyph¬ 
ering,  that  they  wanted  to  get  his  property  from  him.  He  mentioned 
'names  then  but  I  can’t  remember  them  now.  He  mentioned  the  names 
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of  the  relations  who  would  get  him  out.  He  mentioned  his  mother 
had  assisted  in  getting  him  there.  He  never  mentioned  his  wife’s 
name  to  my  knowledge ;  he  mentioned  no  other  name  like  his  own, 
that  I  can  recollect.  Fifteen  minutes  to  half  an  hour  on  steps  together. 
It  was  that  day,  I  think,  that  I  told  him,  “  when  Dr.  Evans  came 
he  would  leave  him  out.”  I  stated  this  to  him  on  the  steps,  I  think. 
From  that  conversation,  I  made  up  my  mind  he  was  a  sane  man.  He 
acted  differently  from  any  other  patient  I  saw.  He  was  pleasant 
and  affable ;  did  not  see  him  excited.  I’ve  talked  with  Professor 
Stewart, — he  would  not  talk  two  minutes  with  me  without  leaving  me. 
I  did’nt  see  Dr.  Evans  till  some  time  after  Morgan  Hinchman  came 
there.  Dr.  E.  would’nt  say  much  to  me.  Dr.  Worthington  would  ask 
me  about  patients,  and  he  would  communicate  it  to  Dr.  Evans.  Never 
spoke  to  Dr.  Evans  about  Morgan  Hinchman.  The  money,  I  expect, 
is  taken  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Institution  to  taken  charge  of  it ; 
that  is  the  rule  of  the  Institution  ;  we  examine  them  to  take  knives, 
&;c.,  away  from  them  ;  this  a  general  thing.  P.  Garret  expected  Mor¬ 
gan  would  run  away  if  he  got  a  chance,  and  said  his  friends  wanted 
him  kept  close ;  I  had  particular  charge  of  Morgan  Hinchman  ,*  I  had 
charge  of  all  the  patients  in  that  wing ;  I  did  take  him  out  on  Sunday. 
I  wanted  to  get  a  walk  out  myself,  and  so  did  he ;  I  thought  there  was 
no  harm  in  taking  a  man  out  to  get  the  fresh  air ;  he  stated,  at  time  I 
took  that  letter  to  Mr.  Garret,  that  he  had  said  in  the  letter  that  he  wanted 
his  friends  to  come  and  take  him  out ;  I  don’t  remember  if  the  letter 
was  a  sealed  letter  or  not ;  I  never  saw  the  letter  from  then  till  now  ; 
nothing  unusual  about  appearance  of  that  letter.  Mr.  Stewart  made 
noises  through  the  night,  very  often  he  disturbed  me  ;  I  have  heard 
some  of  the  patients  complain  of  him ;  to  the  best  of  my  opinion,  the 
wickets  locked ;  some  of  them  can  be  opened  and  shut  without  making 
any  noise ;  Professor  Stewart  would’nt  undertake  to  abuse  a  patient 
that  was  able  for  him ;  I  have  wished  often  some  of  the  patients  would 
whip  him ;  I  never  examined  to  see  whether  Morgan  Hinchman  had 
venereal  disease  or  not;  the  bath-room  in  one  end  of  the  Lodge,  of 
the  wing. 

Chief, — I  remember  of  saving  the  keeper  of  Prof.  Stewart  ,*  I  got 
certificates  from  Dr.  Worthington  and  Mr.  P.  Garret,  when  I  left  the 
Asylum,  (gentlemen  acknowledge  them  as  their  handwriting.) 

Certificates  of  P.  Garret  and  Dr.  Worthington  read. 

Cross-examined, — I  had  never  communicated  to  them  that  I  had  vio¬ 
lated  the  rules. 

Adjourned  for  an  hour. 


36 
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Afternoon  Session,  2  o’clock,  10  min, 

Samuel  W.  Preston^  affirmed. 

Live  in  Buckingham,  Bucks  county.  At  meeting  of  Horse  Com¬ 
pany  in  1846.  I  am  Secretary  ;  am  a  Justice  of  Peace  ;  saw  Morgan 
Hinchman  there.  As  far  as  my  observation  went,  I  saw  nothing  like 
insanity.  He  became  member  of  Company  in  1844,  and  saw  more  or 
less  of  him  till  he  was  taken  to  Asylum  ;  had  conversation  with  John 
D.  Michener,  shortly  after  he  had  held  the  inquest ;  I  asked  him  some 
questions ;  and  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  crazy  at 
that  time  ,*  he  said  no,  he  considered  him  the  smartest  man  among 
them.  I  asked  him  how  he  got  along  with  the  inquest ;  he  said  the 
Attorney  did  principal  part  of  business,  that  he  had  very  little  to  do 
with  it. 

% 

Cross-examined. — I’ve  seen  Morgan  Hinchman  at  different  times  ; 
had  no  great  general  acquaintance  ;  never  at  my  house,  nor  I  at  his ; 
Morgan  Hinchman  has  come  to  my  office,  to  inform  me  1  was  appointed 
to  take  depositions  ;  I  told  him  what  John  D.  Michener  said,  before  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  Bucks  county. 

The  conversation  with  John  D.  Michener  at  house  of  Josiah  Rich ; 
he  and  Sarah  Carman  present  at  the  conversation. 

Maria  Wallace.^  sworn.,  {colored  ivoman.) 

Lived  with  Morgan  Hinchman  in  Marshall  street  about  five  months; 
saw  him  constantly ;  I  don’t  remember  the  year  ;  he  behaved  very 
well  to  his  family ;  I  never  saw  any  thing  amiss  ;  there  when  John 
was  born  ;  never  saw  him  crazy,  nor  sulky,  nor  moody  ;  we  had  plenty 
to  eat.  I  went  to  Cape  May  with  Morgan  Hinchman  and  Charles  ; 
there  one  week  all  to  a  day ;  I  never  saw  any  thing  like  crazy  about 
him ;  in  August  we  went  to  Cape  May  ;  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  at  home; 
I  cooked ;  generally  all  through  the  house ;  I  did’nt  eat  with  the 
family. 

George  B.  Brown,  recalled. 

(Letter  shown.)  This  received  by  my  father  ,*  it  was  received  as 
coming  from  Morgan  Hinchman,  by  mail ;  sixth  month  7th,  1847,  date 
of  letter ;  I  did’nt  attend  to  it,  because  I  thought  it  impertinent  in  me 
to  go  out  there  ;  from  the  character  of  the  Institution  I  thought  such 
a  thing  impossible. 

Cross-examined. — On  consultation  with  my  father,  I  concluded  not 
to  go.  Post  marked  at  Abington,  June  8th,  1847. 

The  Letter  read,  dated  sixth  month  7th,  1847. 
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Mooretown^  6  month  1th,  1847. 

P.  A,  Brown. 

Respected  Friend, — I  have  been  declared  a  lunatic  by  means 
which  I  consider  unfair,  and  in  custody  at  Friends’  Asylum,  from  which 
place  I  came  this  afternoon,  to  speak  to  my  brother-in-law,  Charles 
Shoemaker. 

As  I  got  out  of  the  Asylum  on  parole,  I  think  of  returning  there, 
but  lest  the  communication  between  me  and  the  world  be  henceforth 
refused.  I  wish  to  engage  thee  as  my  counsel — and  will  be  glad  to  see 
thee  in  a  few  weeks  or  a  days,  as  may  be  most  convenient.  Every  ex¬ 
planation  satisfactory  to  thee,  will  be  given  when  we  meet.  I  cannot 
enclose  a  fee  now,  having  been  taken  suddenly,  and  deprived  of  my 
property — but  when  restored  to  my  rights,  have  ability  and  will  to  do 
justice  to  my  friends. 

In  haste,  but  with  due  respect, 

I  remain  thy  friend, 

Morgan  Hinchman, 

Of  Bucks  County,  Pa. 

And  it  is  Endorsed, 

Mr.  Hinchman’s  handwriting, 

5 

Peter  A.  Brown,  Esq., 

Att’ry  at  Law, 

Philad^ 

And  Re-endorsed, 

G.  Blight  Browne,  Esq. 

Jonas  Meyers,  recalled. 

The  omission  I  made  was,  when  I  stated  one  of  the  gentlemen  had 
been  with  Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  room,  he  came  to  me  in  end  of 
entry,  and  said  if  he  would  not  go  willingly,  he  must  be  taken  by  force. 
The  bar-room  was  not  full ;  I  was  there,  Jos.  Thomas  and  another  per¬ 
son,  I  think ;  I  told  Jos.  Thomas  to  go  over  to  Drug  store. 

Cross-examined. — Mr.  Butz,  I  think,  was  gone  to  market ;  not  there 
at  any  time  while  they  were  taking  him.  I  went  back  to  bar  and  staid 
there  till  after  he  was  taken  away. 

Chief. — I  told  Joseph  Thomas  to  go  to  Drug  store  and  see  if  Mr. 
Schroyer  was  there,  and  he  went  there,  so  he  said.  When  he  came 
back  Morgan  Hinckman  was  gone. 

Cross-examined, — I  think  he  did  not  get  a  drink  of  water  at  the  bar. 


In 


Post  Marked 
Abington, 
June  8th. 
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^  Samuel  Fenton.,  sworn. 

I  saw  Morgan  Hinchman’s  hired  man,  with  the  mare  to  cart,  with  a 
load  of  wood  ;  the  gray  mare,  a  vicious,  troublesome  animal. 

Deposition  of  Rachel  Rich,  read  by  plaintiff. 

Rachel  Rich,  affirmed  for  the  plaintiff. 

I  am  a  member  and  elder  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  I  belong  to 
the  Plumstead  meeting;  Morgan  Hinchman  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
same  meeting.  I  have  known  Morgan  Hinchman  four  or  five  years  ; 
five  years,  I  believe.  I  live  two  miles  from  Morgan  Hinchman’s  farm  ; 
I  had  frequently  conversations  with  him ;  he  and  his  wife  have  been  at 
our  house ;  and  I  have  been  at  his  house.  He  was  always  kind  and 
affectionate  towards  his  wife  and  children,  when  I  saw  them  ;  for  any 
that  I  saw,  he  appeared  attentive  to  their  comfort;  things  appeared 
comfortable  about  the  house  when  I  was  there,  and  his  wife  appeared 
contented  and  happy.  I  am  also  an  overseer  of  the  meeting.  I  and 
my  family  were  on  friendly  terms  with  Morgan  Hinchman  and  his  wife. 
For  anything  that  ever  I  saw  of  him,  Morgan  Hinchman  was  a  rational 
and  intelligent  man ;  I  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  sound  mind.  The 
discipline  of  our  society  makes  provision  for  settling  differences  in 
families.  I  did  not  go  expressly  to  see  Morgan  Hinchman’s  wife,  in 
reference  to  her  conduct  in  not  living  with  her  husband ;  I  had  an  op¬ 
portunity,  and  talked  with  her  on  that  subject ;  she  said  she  had  never 
told  these  stories,  that  were  told  about  him,  and  it  was  unkind  in  those 
who  had  told  them,  for  he  was  her  husband,  and  she  wished  to  live 
with  him.  I  do  not  know  that  I  advised  Mrs.  Hinchman  to  return  to 
him ;  Mrs.  Hinchman  told  me  that  they  said  Morgan  was  getting  em¬ 
barrassed,  and  that  was  the  reason  he  was  put  in  the  Asylum. 

Question. — Did  Mrs.  Hinchman  say  to  you  that  these  stories  about 
the  ill-treatment  of  his  family  were  untrue? 

Answer. — I  do  not  know  that  anything  was  said  on  the  subject ;  I 
saw  him  on  first  day,  and  I  saw  him  on  second  day  of  the  week;  he 
went  to  market,  and  it  is  said,  was  taken  to  the  Asylum.  I  never  at 
any  time  had  reason  to  doubt  the  sanity  of  Morgan  Hinchman.  Far 
as  1  ever  had  any  knowledge  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  he  was  a  correct 
and  moral  man ;  Morgan  Hinchman  and  his  wife  frequently  came  to 
meeting.  I  am  fifty-eight  years  of  age ;  I  think  my  health  too  infirm 
to  attend  Court,  in  Philadelphia,  this  winter;  my  health  is  tolerably 
good ;  but  I  have  the  rheumatism  all  winter.  Mrs.  Hinchman  told  me 
that  she  never  thought  that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  crazy ;  but  they 
told  her  that  it  was  the  best  means  that  could  be  taken  to  take  care  of 
his  property.  I  know  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker  by  sight,  and  I  think 
I  also  know  Samuel  S.  Richie,  here  present,  by  sight,  but  have  no  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him.  T  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  Sam- 
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uel  S.  Richie  and  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker  were  at  Morgan  Hinchman’s 
farm,  after  he  was  taken  to  the  Asylum,  but  I  heard  so. 

Cross-examined  by  Defendant. — I  did  not  see  anything  to  make  her 
unhappy,  and  did  not  hear  her  say  anything.  Every  one  that  knows 
the  Discipline,  knows  there  is  provision  made  for  settling  differences. 

Question  by  Samuel  S.  Richie. — When  thee  visited  Margaretta,  did 
she  tell  thee  that  Morgan  hung  himself  to  the  bed-post  1 

Answer. — No,  she  did  not. 

Question  by  Samuel  S.  Richie. — When  you  visited  Margaretta,  did 
she  say  to  you  that  Morgan  was  unkind  to  her  ? 

Plaintiff*  objects  to  the  question,  because  it  is  hearsay. 

Witness  replies ;  I  have  said  all  I  have  to  say  on  that  subject. 

RACHEL  RICH. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before 

me,  December  20th,  1848. 

Samuel  W.  Preston,  J.  P. 

Certificate  attached  of  Justice  Preston,  that  deposition  was  taken  at 
the  house  of  Silas  Preston,  in  Plumstead,  on  the  20th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1848,  between  the  hours  of  1  o’clock,  P.  M.  and  7  o’clock,  P.  M., 
in  pursuance  of  annexed  rule  of  Court,  &c. 

Certificate  of  Mr.  McCallister  in  regard  to  stock,  read  by  plaintiffs. 

The  plaintiffs  offer  as  evidence  to  prove  sanity,  the  following  letters, 
and  read 

Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  dated  first 
month  8,  1847. 

This  one  (the  above)  read  before. 


Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Edward  Richie,  dated  first  month 
19,  1847. 


Brother  Edward  Richie. 


Friends'  Asylum,  near  Frankford, 

First  month  19^^,  1847. 


I  am  very  desirous  to  have  an  interview  with  thee  ,*  and  think  (after 
what  has  occurred,  if  thou  wouldst  but  endeavour  to  put  thy  soul  in  my 
soul’s  place,  thou  wouldst  not  refuse  this  request ;  whatsoever  views 
may  be  taken  of  the  past,  or  whatsoever  the  future  may  bring  forth 
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which  no  human  being  can  foresee.  I  think  upon  dispassionate  reflec¬ 
tion,  thou  canst  hardly  deny  me  this,  but  thy  granting  the  interview 
may  hereafter  be  a  satisfaction  to  thee,  as  it  is  the  earnest  request  of 

Thy  very  tried  friend, 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Recollect  I  am  a  close  prisoner,  and  can  not  come  to  thee ;  and  that 
time  to  us  all  is  uncertain. 

P.  S.- — If  Dr.  Griscom  could  spare  so  much  time  from  the  city,  I 
should  be  very  glad  of  a  visit ;  and  should  J.  M.  Whitall,  or  either  of 
the  other  friends  who  came  with  us  here,  incline  to  come  with  thee,  I 
should  take  it  as  a  kindness  ;  but  at  any  rate  I  do  feel  some  liberty  to 
ask  thee,  not  long  to  defer  coming  to  see  me. 

Addressed,  Edwaed  Richie, 

East  side  Delaware  3d  street, 

Above  Callowhill  street, 

Philadelphia. 


Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  William  J.  and  Rebecca  W.  Alien- 
son,  dated  first  month  19,  1847. 


Friends'  Asylum,  near  Frankford, 

First  month  Idth,  1847. 


Dear  Brother  and  Sister, 

W.  J.  AND  R.  W.  Allenson. 


Deeply  bowed  under  sore  affliction,  I  address  you  at  this  time  to  re¬ 
quest  an  interview  with  Brother  William,  and  do  humbly  trust,  that  if 
you  will  but  endeavour  a  little  to  put  your  souls  in  my  soul’s  stead, 
you  would  not  refuse  this  request. 

Whatever  views  may  be  taken  of  the  past,  or  whatever  time  may 
bring  forth,  (which  none  of  us  can  foresee,)  I  think  upon  dispassionate 
reflection,  a  compliance  with  this  present  earnest  application  of  your 
poor  brother,  will  hereafter  be  a  satisfaction  to  you. 

Call  to  mind,  brother,  thy  tried  state  of  mind,  at  times,  in  days  past; 
and  in  particular,  I  appeal  to  you  both  to  remember,  and-  fully  explain 
to  one  another,  my  conduct,  particularly,  immediately  following  an  in¬ 
terview  with  thee,  at  the  Cornucopia,  in  Third,  near  Arch. 

What,  though  errors  may  have  abounded ;  yet  there  is  much  that  I 
have  been  censured  for,  wherein  I  thought  silence  my  safest  abiding 
place ;  and  at  other  times  for  want  of  watchfulness,  have  err’d  on  the 
other  hand.  Time  is  uncertain  to  us  all ;  how  sad,  should  any  of  us 
depart  in  bitterness  ;  and  now  regret  that  I  too  often  pursued  that  course, 
as  well  towards  you,  as  others  ;  mistake  me  not.  I  am  not  deranged  ; 
and  am  deeply  sensible  of  my  many  infirmities ;  yet,  can  not  but 
think  my  friends  have  not  fully  understood  all,  as  it  really  is,  in  the 
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truth.  Recollect '  and  see  in  how  many  other  instances,  distance  and 
other  obstacles,  may  lead  us  to  form  views  partially  incorrect.  I  am 
a  close  prisoner.  Visit  me,  brother :  Farewell.  Give  my  remem¬ 
brance  to  your  aunts  and  mother,  if  you  think  it  allowable,  desiring 
their  prayers. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Letter  from  William  J.  Allinson  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  dated  Bur¬ 
lington,  first  month  24,  1847. 

Burlington,  first  month  2Uh,  1847. 

Dear  Brother  : — 

We  have  truly  sympathized  with  thee,  under  the  dispensation  which 
has  been  permitted  to  come  upon  thee,  and  before  the  reception  of  thy 
letter,  (which  was  handed  to  me  last  evening,)  I  was  looking  for  an 
opportunity  to  visit  thee  when  my  own  health,  and  that  of  my  family 
shall  permit.  I  take  the  earliest  leisure  to  acknowledge  thy  note,  which 
certainly  interested  our  feelings,  and  while  holding  the  pen,  allow  me 
to  say  that  I  trust  there  is  no  need  to  assure  thee  that  we  are  wholly 
free  from  any  feeling  of  bitterness  towards  thee.  Banish  from  thy 
mind  the  thought  thy  relatives  cherish  anything  of  the  sort,  and  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  are  actuated  by  true  kindness  and  affection. 

Our  whole  family  band  have  been  sick  ;  and  pretty  much  simultane¬ 
ously  so.  We  are  all  invalids  still,  particularly  my  precious  wife,  thy 
invaluable  sister,  whose  cold  has  taken  such  hold  of  her  delicate  frame, 
that  I  sufier  some  anxiety  respecting  her.  During  a  month’s  absence 
from  Philadelphia,  the  intelligence  reached  us  of  thy  present  abode,  at 
which  I  hope  to  see  thee  so  soon  as  I  can  with  propriety  make  the 
effort.  I  like  the  calmness  of  thy  letter,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  thou  shouldst  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  course  which  it  has 
been  by  thy  best  and  most  judicious  friends,  unanimously  (I  believe,) 
thought  best  to  pursue.  But  I  am  sure  thou  wilt  admit  that  this  would 
generally  be  the  case  with  those  so  circumstanced.  Remember  that  it 
is  not  supposed  by  any  that  thy  reason  is  lost  or  diminished, — but 
merely  that  it  is  disarranged,  so  as  to  deprive  thee  for  the  present  of 
the  full  use  of  it,  and  to  render  seclusion  from  business,  under  medical 
advisement,  indispensible  to  thy  permanent  interests,  and  the  means 
under  Providence,  to  which  thy  friends  must  look  for  thy  restoration 
to  thern  in  “the  spirit  of  health  and  a  sound  mind.”  Whilst  feeling 
deeply  for  thee,  and  for  ourselves,  in  this  dispensation  there  is  consola¬ 
tion  mingled  in  the  bitter  cup,  inasmuch  as  it  goes  far  towards  redeem¬ 
ing  thy  reputation,  in  assigning  a  physical  cause  for  some  actions  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  reputably  accounted  for,  and  which  were  alien¬ 
ating  from  thee  some  whose  friendship  will  now  be  recalled. 

I  wish  thee,  dear  Morgan,  to  take  comfort  in  this  view  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  ;  yet  when  in  thy  serious  moments,  (for  I  have  no  thought  of  thy 
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being  past  a  sense  of  responsibility,  or  incapable  of  seeking  reconcilia¬ 
tion  with  the  Father  of  spirits,  through  the  spirit  of  his  Son ;)  thou 
shalt  feel  that  a  want  of  faithfulness  and  obedience  to  Divine  manifes¬ 
tations,  and  a  yielding  to  thy  natural  will  and  passions,  have  lain  at  the 
foundation  of  all  thy  misfortunes — then  in  thy  seclusion  let  the  work 
of  repentance  be  thorough,  and  seek  of  Him  who  alone  can  “  teach  our 
best  reason,  reason  to  have  thy  foundation  so  established  on  the  im¬ 
mutable  rock,  as  that  the  subsequent  storms  of  time  may  be  powerless 
to  remove  thy  candlestick  out  of  its  place.  Brother,  sister,  and  my 
dear  mother,  have  felt  much  for  thee.  1  have  not  seen  them  since  re¬ 
ceiving  thy  sheet.  From  all  that  I  can  learn,  thy  business  affairs  are, 
I  trust,  in  better  condition  than  thou  may  suppose.  Rebecca  joins  me 
in  love. 

Thy  affectionate  brother, 

WILLIAM  J.  ALLENSON. 

The  plaintiff  calls  for  a  letter  to  Edward  Richie,  which  Mr.  Edward 
Richie  says  he  never  received.  Letter  dated  second  month  4th,  1847. 

Offers  to  prove  by  plaintiff  himself  that  this  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  he 
sent. 

Objected  to ;  objection  sustained,  and  exception. 

The  plaintiff  offers  to  read  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  Eliza  W.  Hinch- 
man,  dated  second  month  5th,  1847,  and  prove  it  by  plaintiff  himself. 

Objected  to ;  objection  sustained,  and  exception  by  plaintiff. 

Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Eli  K.  Price,  read : — dated  second 
month  6th,  1847. 

friends'  Asylum, 
Second  month  Qthy  1847. 

Respected  friend,  E.  K.  Price. 

The  restraint  of  our  interview  yesterday  by  the  presence  of  others, 
as  well  as  the  nature  of  it,  prevented  by  expressing  so  fully  on  several 
heads  as  I  wished  to.  The  afternoon  being  far  spent  when  I  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  see  you,  and  several  strangers  and  others  present,  it  could  not 
be  expected  I  could  then  fully  unbosom  myself. 

The  position  I  am  now  placed  in,  as  well  as  that  now  and  heretofore 
subsisting  between  us,  is  my  apology  for  troubling  thee  with  this  com¬ 
munication.  Although  it  was  soon  evident  from  thy  questions  as  well 
as  the  preparations  made,  thou  wert  acting  adversely  to  me  as  a  lawyer 
on  the  question  of  my  sanity.  Yet  I  cannot  believe  thou  wouldst  know¬ 
ingly  do  or  wish  any  thing  injurious  to  my  family  or  myself.  I  ought 
to  know  perhaps  better  than  I  do  whether  thou  regarded  my  brother- 
in-law,  or  who  as  representing  them — but  taking  it  as  stated  by  thy¬ 
self — If  I  may  understand  thy  expression  of  counsel  for  me  and  my 
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family  to  mean  my  wife,  children  and  self,  I  am  on  several  accounts 
glad  of  it — but  in  such  case  respectfully  request  (whatever  may  have 
been  the  result  of  the  inquest  so  hastily  made,)  an  interview  with  thee 
before  long;  I  am  loth  to  trouble  thee  considering  the  amount  of  thy 
engagements,  but  if  thou  art  concerned  as  counsel,  even  if  on  behalf  of 
our  friends,  (not  immediately  of  my  particular  family,)  I  think  an  ad¬ 
vantage  to  all  would  result. 

There  are  several  matters  I  desire  to  inform  thee,  calculated  to  save 
trouble  to  thee  and  our  friends  and  facilitate  matters — and  there  are 
several  matters  which  ought  to  be  submitted  to  thy  legal  consideration 
and  advice,  which  ought  not  have  been  stated  before  such  a  company, 
or  if  that  were  allowable,  which  were  not  done.  It  was  my  impression 
(though  ne’er  considered  particularly,)  that  so  long  as  a  person  was 
not  injuring  his  estate  but  was  managing  it  with  reasonable  prudence 
and  diligence,  so  long  he  could  not  be  considered  a  lunatic,  even  if  his 
mode  of  conducting  the  same  was  in  some  respects  different  from  his 
neighbors.  How  far  I  may  have  neglected  my  health  is  a  question 
about  which  Doctors  may  differ;  and  if  they  knew  more  than  I,  they 
did  not  inform  me,  as  I  think  some  ought  to  have  done. 

For  the  satisfaction  and  relief  of  the  minds  of  my  friends,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  order  to  prevent  their  having  an  opportunity  of  making  my 
wife  uneasy,  as  well  as  from  a  due  regard  to  prudence  and  justice,  I 
have  not  been  and  am  not  adverse  to  its  being  properly  settled  up,  and 
some  different  disposition  being  made  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  it,  from 
the  shape  in  which  it  now  stands,  having  always  contemplated  so  doing 
as  soon  as  it  could  be  got  into  proper  shape — but  as  now,  so  before 
have  I  been  cautious  of  promises — always  prefering  acts  to  speak  for 
me.  My  wife  and  I  once  executed  to  her  brother  Jno.  W.  Shoemaker, 
in  anticipation  of  marriage,  a  deed  of  Trust  as  therein  expressed,  but 
on  certain  conditions  agreed  upon  mutually. 

From  what  he  regarded  as  good  motives,  he  disregarded  those  con¬ 
ditions  and  delayed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  Trust,  as  expressly 
stated  in  the  instrument — also  violating  some  of  them.  Knowing  he 
meant  well,  my  wife  and  I  for  some  time  contented  ourselves  with 
simple  verbal  protests  and  requests,  but  finally,  by  the  assistance  of 
B.  Newcomb,  obtained  from  him  the  depreciated  property — by  which 
we  were  obliged  to  sustain  a  large  loss,  or  look  to  those  whose  well 
meant  acts  had  not  been  of  any  advantage  to  themselves,;  though 
causing  us  a  more  difficult  path.  For  a  more  clear  understanding  I 
can  refer  thee  to  B.  Newcomb,  at  that  time  our  counsel.  Now  the 
best  welfare  of  my  wife  and  children,  and  their  interest  are  identical 
with  my  own — and  it  is  the  great  cause  of  my  friends’  trouble,  and  my 
grievance,  that  at  any  time  they  should  be  considered  as  separate. 
We  are  in  want  of  such  a  counsellor  as  thou  canst  be  to  us  both. 
Our  estate,  throwing  out  several  matters  about  which  there  may  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion,  may  be  stated  (from  memory)  about  as  follows : 
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Or  shorter, 

Assets,  -  -  -  $20,000 

Liabilities,  -  -  11,000 


Bal. 

or  Cap.,  -  -  9,000 

Of  these  assets  I  have  thought 
under  some  circumstances  they 
might  depreciate,  so  as.  to  leave 
only  about  $6,000  or  $7,000. 
But  I  expected  to  have  got  thro’, 
and  most  likely  have  paid  for  the 
farm  and  stock  and  then  made  a 
suitable  family  settlement. 


Houses,  Callowhill  street,  -  -  $1,800 

Marshall  street,  -  -  .  -  1,200 

-  600 


4,200 

If  the  whole  bond  be  paid,  -  -  3,200 

- 1,000 

Thirteenth  street,  -  -  .  3,000 

B.  to  F.  Ass.,  ....  1,600 

- 1,400 

4  houses  and  lots  on  Wood  st.,  at 
$1,100  each,  -  -  -  $4,400 

I  hold  the  title  to  G.  Rents,  W. 

Super  the  fee.  He  is  charge¬ 
able  with  my  account  vs.  J. 

Gatchell,  and  a  conveyance  of 
the  Sheriff’s  title  to  my  order 
will  be  payments. 

Incumbered,  -  -  $1,500 

The  Ground  Rent  840  or  900 


2,400 

2,000 

Farm  1 10  acres,  ) 

70  »  J  ■ 

7,700 

Incumb.j  -  -  . 

4,400 

3,300 

Stock  and  farming  utensils,  - 

- 

1,500 

Total,  -  -  $9,800 


If  every  claim  be  admitted  as  soon  as  made,  thou  knowest,  there  are 
enough  in  the  world  that  will  claim  in  my  absence  things  they  could 
not  if  I  were  acting. 

From  the  nature  of  this  expose,  thou  wilt  see  that  the  proper  settle¬ 
ment  of  it  was  a  matter  requiring  care  and  prudence,  and  did,  with  my 
other  business,  press  rather  heavily  on  my  mind  at  times  when  my 
health  was  not  very  good  ;  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is  now  closed 
must  make  some  difference  to  the  parties  in  interest,  which  are  myself 
and  my  immediate  family.  There  being  no  shadow  of  risk  run  by  any 
creditor.  My  books  are  in  the  main  correct,  but  for  prudence  1  have 
on  them,  rather  undervalued  several  of  the  assets,  whilst  others  of  a 
small  amount  in  the  aggregate,  have  been  left  stand  against  individuals 
not  very  solvent.  I  do  think  Mr.  Dawson  and  thyself,  if  willing,  could 
settle  the  afTairs  in  the  city — and  there  are  persons  in  the  country  could 
be  employed  to  see  to  that. 

I  have  confidence  in  the  intentions  of  Edward  Richie,  and  believe  my 
brother-in-law,  S.  S.  Richie,  means  well — but  am  not  desirous  they 
should  have  the  entire  direction  of  my  business.  Though  it  might  fall 
into  far  worse  hands.  They  are  too  ready  to  credit  everything  they 
hear,  without  sufficiently  considering  the  motives,  or  interests,  or  mis¬ 
takes  their  informants  may  have  in  the  matter.  There  has  been,  and 
can  be  yet  more  readily  (after  my  improvements  of  the  condition  of  the 
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farm,)  be  annually  sold  off  of  it  from  $900  to  $1,200  (gross.)  I  be- 
lieve  it  would  readily  rent  to  a  good  and  substantial  tenant  from  (“up 
country,”)  for  $500  per  annum,  perhaps  $600.  I  have  expended  much 
labour  and  expense  there,  which  is  just  beginning  to  pay. 

It  is  capable  of  being  sold  in  parts  to  great  advantage,  having  about 
25  acres  of  woodlands,  and  a  turnpike'  constructing  through  it.  I  am 
not  tenacious  about  the  utmost  being  got  for  any  of  the  properties,  but 
the  manner  of  their  proceedings  is  calculated  to  depress  the  market 
value  much;  and  though  self,  wife  and  children  suffer,  they  feel  them¬ 
selves  excused  in  consequence  of  its  being  as  they  fear  in  such  a  bad 
way.  I  wish  the  predilections  of  my  wife  consulted,  as  far  as  they 
could  be  without  injury,  and  my  family  made  comfortable ;  ’twas  for 
their  sake  I  have  so  exerted  myself  for  years ;  and  if  we  have  had 
some  trials,  others  are  to  blame  more  than  we. 

There  is  particularly  an  explanation  needful  from  me  to  thee,  of 
matters  between  the  Bank  of  Penn  Township  and  myself,  which  I  wish 
to  give  thee,  and  then  thou  wilt  see  some  things  different  from  what 
thou  art  likely  now  to  view  them,  and  from  it  is  by  some  viewed  in, 
and  if  I  am  astray  in  my  views,  thou  canst  more  readily  correct  them 
than  any  one  else.  Excuse  the  length  of  this,  and  grant  me  an  inter¬ 
view  ;  it  is  requested  in  the  freedom  in  which  this  written,  and  trust 
the  time  spent  may  be  so  much  saved  otherwise. 

I  am,  with  respect,  thy  friend, 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

It  is  to  me  a  sad  reflection  that  you  should  so  far  mistrust  me  as  to 
deem  legal  proceedings  necessary  to  enable  you  to  get  the  control  of  the 
property  and  of  me.  There  was  and  is  a  way,  by  kindness  and  openness, 
to  accomplish  every  proper  object  (including  some  restraint  on  me,) 
voluntarily.  I  am  not  the  stubborn  one  I  am  represented,  although  at 
times  I  have  done  things  I  much  regret ;  I  am  also  much  misunderstood. 

Endorsed, 

Eli  K.  Price, 

Counsellor  at  Law, 

Arch  street,  above  Eighth. 

Philada. 

Letter  from  Eli  K.  Price  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  read,  dated  March 
4th,  1847. 

Philadelphia,  March  Mh,  1847. 

Esteeemed  Friend  : — 

I  have  received  thy  letter,  and  shall  endeavour  to  make  the  informa¬ 
tion  contained  in  it  useful  for  the  advantage  of  thy  estate. 

I  said  very  sincerely  that  I  was  engaged  in  behalf  of  thy  wife  and 
children,  and  what  I  did  was  meant  for  their  and  thy  best  welfare. 
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I  agree  with  thee  fully  as  to  the  propriety  and  efficacy  of  kind  treat¬ 
ment,  and  1  believe  all  thy  friends  act,  upon  that  principle,  though 
parties  do  not  always  understand  each  other,  and  misapprehend  mo¬ 
tives,  I  trust,  if  thee  will  endeavour  to  remain  patiently  under  the 
friendly  and  professional  care  that  surrounds  thee,  a  favourable  change 
in  health  may  be  experienced,  and  a  return  to  thy  usual  employments 
and  the  comforts  of  thy  family  take  place.  To  aid  in  this  result  it  is 
important  that  thee  should  relieve  thy  mind  from  all  anxious  care, 
trusting  that  thy  friends,  who  have  in  view  the  same  object  as  thyself, 
will  do  the  best  they  can  for  thy  wife  and  children  and  your  joint  wel¬ 
fare,  So  far  as  my  advice  will  serve  them,  it  will  be  cheerfully  given 
them. 

I  am  respectfully. 

Thy  friend, 

ELI  K.  PRICE. 

To  Morgan  Hinchman. 

(And  it  is  Endorsed,) 

Morgan  Hinchman, 

Near  Frankford. 

Care  of  Dr.  Evans. 

Hinchman  vs.  Richie, 

Exhibited  to  me, 

E.  K.  Price, 

Mar.  21,  1849, 

Mr.  Price  did’nt  receive  the  above  letter  ’till  about  the  time  he  made 
this  answer.  (Mr,  Reed  makes  this  statement.) 

Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Eli  K.  Price,  read,  dated  third 
month,  1847. 

(Letter  produced  by  plaintiff.)  And  plaintiff  offers  to  prove  by  plain¬ 
tiff  himself  that  this  is  original  letter  written  to  Elijah  Dallet,  Sr.,  dated 
second  month  9th,  1847, 

Objected  to,  objection  sustained,  and  exception  taken. 

Offers  letters  second  month  9th,  and  second  month  29th,  1847,  to 
Mrs,  Hinchman,  and  refused  to  be  sent. 

Objected  to,  objection  sustained,  and  exception. 


Esteemed  Friend  : — 


Ft  lends'  Asylum., 
Third  month,  1 847. 


Thy  note  of  the  4th  instant  was  handed  to  me  on  the  8th  instant, 
acknowledging  mine  to  thee  some  weeks  since,  soliciting  an  interview. 
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My  letter  was  written  in  a  freedom  induced  by  the  friendly  relations 
which  had  subsisted  between  us, — as  to  a  mutual  friend,  rather  than  to 
counsel  of  an  adverse  party.  I  cannot  but  think  thou  art  mistaken  in 
the  position  thee  doubtless  supposes  thyself  to  occupy,  and  do  not  think 
my  wife  has  employed  any  in  any  capacity  adverse  to  me :  but  from 
misunderstanding  as  well  of  my  abilities,  acts  and  intents,  from  mis¬ 
statements  made  to  them,  and  misconceptions  of  my  own  language, 
some  having  become  unduly  excited,  have  proceeded  to  lengths  calcu¬ 
lated  materially  to  injure  all  concerned ;  and  more  heavily  bearing 
upon  myself  and  family;  without  impeaching  the  motives  of  all  con¬ 
cerned,  I  am  from  my  own  knowledge  of  things  and  transactions  past, 
forced  to  conclude  that  some,  having  so  long  viewed  things  only  on  one 
side,  without  explanation  asked  or  given,  are,  in  the  present  state  of 
their  information,  incapable  of  a  correct  conclusion.  I  strive  to  view 
the  actions  of  those,  who  have  acted  upon  misconception,  as  charitably 
as  I  can ;  but  it  would  be  credulity  to  admit  it  for  the  advantage  of 
my  family  or  estate.  That  such  summary  and  unjust  proceedings, 
as  have  been  done  since  my  confinement  here:  1st,  my  wife  was  mis¬ 
led  and  alarmed  as  to  my  business, — and  I  fear  I  am  otherwise  much 
misunderstood.  2nd,  an  execution  issued  on  a  Bond,  which  could  not 
have  been  executed  had  I  had  my  liberty,  or  been  informed  thereof. 
3rd,  one,  and  probably  three  advantageous  sales  broken  off,  and  a  She¬ 
riff’s  sale  made  of  my  personal  effects,  to  the  farther  destruction  of  my 
credit ;  after  I  had  been  assured  by  the  purchaser  of  the  debt,  it  was 
bought  by  him  to  prevent  that.  I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  if  not  detained 
here  until  the  evidence  be  lost,  that  I  was  solvent,  and  able  to  have  paid 
not  only  that,  but  all  or  any  of  my  debts,  at  short  notice ;  and  was 
about  to  have  done  so  with  the  incumbrance  on  the  farm.  I  had  two 
offers  for  parts  thereof ;  and  was  about  making  sales  in  the  city  to 
advantage.  That  I  did  not  explain  all  my  resources  to  all  of  the  family, 
was  neither  an  unusual,  nor  unbusinesslike  fact, — and  while  I  credit 
thyself  and  some  others  with  well  meant  intents,  how  much  better  would 
even  the  end  desired  by  others — at  least  every  proper  end,  been  attained 
by  a  friendly  conference,  and  open  statement  of  their  views  and  a  due 
hearing  of  mine.  I  am  not  deranged,  as  admitted  by  some  who  brought 
me  here ;  and  my  friends  could  have  been  of  much  service  by  proper, 
open,  honest  and  kind  treatment  of  me.  I  have  no  designs  not  strictly 
correct,  and  had  even  been  desirous  of  the  aid  of  some ;  and  had  they  but 
awaited  my  actions  for  that  day  only,  I  am  certain  much  misunderstanding 
and  trouble  to  all  would  have  been  avoided.  There  has  passed  about  from 
one  to  another  a  number  of  injurious  and  contradictory  statements, 
behind  my  back,  and  much  misapprehension  and  ill  feeling  having 
thence  arisen.  I  and  my  family  have  suffered  almost  beyond  remune¬ 
ration,  and  I  very  much  fear,  so  long  as  that  course  be  pursued,  it  must 
lead  to  similar  or  worse  results.  Good  motives  will  not  authorize  such 
trespasses  on  every  right ;  and  were  a  right  understanding  of  the  real 
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facts  come  to  all  around,  I  should  hope  a  different  view  and  proceed¬ 
ings  would  at  once  be  adopted. 

i  I  take  this  opportunity  to  say,  it  is  a  great  addition  to  my  calamities 
to  have  thy  mind  so  prepossessed  adverse  to  me ;  it  has  been  a  cherished 
prospect  with  me,  of  some  day  securing  thy  aid  in  placing  myself  in  a 
proper  position  before  not  only  a  large  part  of  your  community,  but 
in  the  regard  of  my  former  friends,  as  well  as  my  immediate  connex¬ 
ions.  From  thy  own  knowledge  of  me  and  some  of  my  past  transact¬ 
ions,  and  of  some  other  parties,  and  information  yet  to  be  communicated, 
which  I  should  only  do  to  thee  in  the  relation  of  my  confidential  counsel 
and  friend ;  it  seemed  thou  would  have  been  peculiarly  qualified  and 
likely  to  be  willing  to  assist  me  in  obtaining  reparation. 

I  allude  as  well  to  a  subject  connected  with  the  question  asked  as  to 
the  Bank  of  Penn  Township,  as  to  some  others — in  each  of  which  I 
yielded  to  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  the  difficulty  of  then  obtain¬ 
ing  an  unprejudiced  view  and  hearing,  without  relinquishing  the  hope 
of  being  better  understood,  and  of  having  in  some  measure  at  least 
having  a  fairer  conception  of  my  acts  taken,  and  perhaps  even  volun¬ 
tary  some  recompense  for  my  trials,  permit  me  to  express  a  hope,  that 
what  has  occurred  may  not,  without  further  hearing  from  me,  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  operate  in  thy  mind  to  my  disadvantage,  as  from  the  place 
thou  hast  with  others  and  also  with  myself,  thou  couldst  more  readily 
than  some  others  set  such  of  us  as  have  or  hold  erroneous  views,  aright. 
Many  for  want  of  due  understanding  matters  and  persons,  often  lead 
themselves  and  others  farther  apart.  While  expressing  my  thanks  for 
the  kindness  which  prompts  the  advice  contained  in  thy  note,  I  wish 
not  to  be  understood  to  consent  to  my  confinement  here  and  almost 
legal  annihilation.  I  have  been  twice  struck  unawares  near  or  on  the 
temple — and  consider  my  life,  reputation,  and  the  interests  of  my  wife 
and  children  more  likely  to  be  properly  cared  for,  when  my  voice  be 
allowed  to  have  its  proper  influence ;  I  will  not  but  admit  I  may  have 
made  mistakes  as  well  as  others,  wish  not  improperly  to  alienate  my 
friends  or  reject  their  advice — but  if  the  objects  stated  in  thy  note,  be 
really  all,  that  are  in  view  by  all  concerned,  I  think  there  would  not  be 
so  much  difference  as  to  the  mode,  or  I  be  so  misrepresented. 

My  brother-in-law,  W.  G.  A.,  said  he  was  informed  I  came  here 
voluntarily.  Now  all  that  is  alleged  against  me,  is  misrepresented  just 
in  the  same  proportion.  I  was  brought  here  by  force  and  compulsion, 
but  I  did  not  fight.  And  the  story  I  could,  none  in  Philadelphia  I 
would  trust,  is  an  equal  perversion  of  a  conversation,  wherein  the  re¬ 
porter  went  nearly  as  far  as  myself,  and  at  sometimes  has  gone  further. 
And  every  little  circumstance  of  my  life  so  exagerated.  As  to  my 
conduct  in  my  own  family,  it  is  most  greatly  misrepresented  and  mis¬ 
understood,  and  all  chance  of  self  defence  is  like  to  be  lost  to  me.  But 
the  chief  aim  and  motive  of  all  who  may  be  concerned  in  such  a  sad 
mistake,  should  be  the  remedy  and  not  agravation. 
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Please  excuse  the  length  of  this.  I  am  allowed  no  communication 
but  with  those  who  are  either  prejudiced  or  interested  adverse  to  me. 

I  am  very  desirous  to  see  Dr.  Griscom,  and  also  my  mother ;  who, 
with  the  Richie  family,  I  think,  are  now  the  parties  really  represented 
by  thee,  or  rather  who  engaged  thy  action ;  which  I  thought  I  was 
perhaps  prior  entitled  to;  at  least  if  thou  canst  spare  so  much  time  as 
to  give  me  an  interview,  1  think  the  best  interests  of  all  may  be  pro¬ 
moted  so  much  as  would  more  than  compensate.  Even  if  my  confine¬ 
ment  be  continued  as  strictly  as  now,  I  supposed  Dr.  Evans  would 
allow  me  to  pay  thee  a  visit,  under  the  charge  of  a  keeper,  for  the 
purpose  of  explanation,  &c. 

I  am  better  in  health  than  when  I  came  here,  but  think  had  I  not 
been  dealt  so  treacherously  with  I  should  not  have  been  so  unwell. 

I  remain  with  respect,  thy  friend  and 
Former  client, 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Endorsed, 

Eli  K.  Price, 

Counsellor, 

Arch  street, 

Philada. 

Letter  from  William  J.  Allenson  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  read, 
dated  third  month  13,  1847. 

Burlington^  third  month  13^A,  1847. 

Dear  Morgan : — 

The  feeling  of  sympathy  for  thee,  which  I  entertained  at  our  recent 
parting,  has  been  deepened  by  an  event  of  which  thou  hast  perhaps 
been  informed.  Thou  wilt  remember  that  T  informed  thee  of  dear  little 
John’s  indisposition,  and  that  he  was  suffering  with  inflammation  of  the 
lungs.  His  illness  increased,  and  on  fourth-day  evening  the  little  pa¬ 
tient  sufferer  was  taken,  we  doubt  not,  by  him  who  taketh  his  lambs  in 
his  bosom,  to  his  everlasting  rest.  Thy  dear  sister  and  I  went  to  the 
funeral,  which  was  on  sixth-day  last;  and  although  the  effort  to  her 
was  a  great  one,  I  trust,  she  is  not  worse  for  it.  Rebecca  did  not  go 
to  the  ground.  Whilst  thou  must  of  necessity  feel  deeply  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  I  trust  thou  wilt  be  enabled  to  view  it  in  its  true  light,  as  the 
dispensation  of  a  merciful  one  who  does  not  wantonly  afflict  us.  And 
in  reflecting  that  in  a  prolonged  earthly  existence,  there  must  have 
awaited  him  much  affliction, 

(•‘  It  is  the  lot  of  fallen  humanity.”) 

And  that  thou  canst  not  possibly  know  whether  at  a  maturer  age, 
he  would  have  walked  in  the  paths  of  virtue ;  I  think  thou  wilt  feel 
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that  there  is  reasonable  cause  to  resign  him  to  one  who  will  do  more 
for  him,  than  any  earthly  parent  could  do.  Dr.  Griscom  was  most 
devoted  in  his  attentions  in  the  case,  making  visits,  I  think  I  was  told, 
as  much  as  five  times  in  the  day,  and  certainly  all  was  done  which 
skill  could  devise  or  tenderness  perform. 

Immediately  on  my  return  home  from  Frankford,  I  wrote  to  mother 
Hinchman,  communicating  thy  request  for  her  to  visit  thee.  At  the 
time  of  the  interment,  (the  only  time  I  have  seen  her,)  she  gave  me  for 
thee  a  kind  message  of  her  love. 

And  now,  dear  brother,  let  me  give  thee  a  watchword  which  none 
can  need  more  than  he  who  addresses  thee,  “  Commune  with  thy  own 
heart.” 

Rebecca  and  Aunts  send  their  love. 

Thy  affectionate  brother, 

WILLIAM  J.  ALLENSON. 

Dear  Margaretta  feels  most  deeply  this  afflicting  dispensation,  yet 
bears  it  like  a  Christian. 

DIRECTED, 

Morgan  Hinchman, 

Frankford,  Pa, 


Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Rebecca  W.  Allenson,  read, 
dated  fourth  month  22,  1847. 

Friends^  Asylum,  near  Frankford,  Pa., 

Fourth  month  22d,  1847. 

My  dear  Sister  : — 

William’s  note  of  the  13th  ult.,  was  handed  me  a  few  days  after  its 
date;  several  times  have  I  thought  to  reply  and  as  oft  desisted,  lest  my 
feelings  might  betray  me  into  improper  expression.  I  fear  lest  longer 
silence  might  be  misunderstood.  William  expresses  and  doubtless  my 
friends  must  feel  some  sympathy  for  me;  but  sister,  it  seems  to  me 
painfully  evident,  many  of  my  nearest  relatives  and  connexions  are 
estranged  to  an  extent  I  had  ne’er  supposed  possible,  and  would  not, 
could  not  have  believed,  till  my  late  experience;  and  confinement  in 
this  place  has  given  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  that  even  the  ties 
of  consanguinity  have  been  dissolved  by  the  walls  of  a  mad  house,  and 
sons  and  brothers  sometimes  languish  away  their  lives  within  them, 
without  hearing  the  accents  of  kindred.  I  wish  not  to  be  understood 
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to  censure  my  friends.  I  know  that  on  many  accounts,  I  have  need  to 
ask  their  indulgence  and  forgiveness.  Some  of  my  friends  evidently 
seem  half,  if  not  quite  persuaded,  I  am  only  receiving  my  just  deserts. 
I  am  quite  sensible  of  many  errors  in  the  course  of  my  life,  and  none 
can  feel  more  poignant  regret  for  them,  or  more  deeply  deplore  the  sad 
results  for  which  I  am  in  part  responsible.  But  Sister,  I  do  conceive  I 
am  and  have  been  much  misunderstood  ;  and  that  actions  of  mine 
which  some  of  my  friends  have  termed  unaccountable,  have  been  by 
distance  of  time  and  place,  much  exaggerated ;  and  if  then  enquired 
into,  and  the  attendant  circumstances  considered,  those  acts  would  not 
have  been  deemed  so  strange  or  culpable,  as  they  have  been  too  gene¬ 
rally  reported  to  be.  “Oh!  charge  not  to  creatures  such  as  we,  all 
the  fearful  consequences  of  our  misconduct  and  evil  w'ays  1”  An  act 
done  from  pure  motives,  may  by  an  aggravation  of  ensuing  occurrences 
entirely  foreign  to  it,  and  totally  impossible  for  human  forsight  or  pru¬ 
dence  to  prevent,  seem  to  be  the  cause  of  results  disasterous,  which  a 
little  calm  reflection  and  investigation  would  show,  was  really  attribu¬ 
table  to  other  events  beyond  the  control,  and  unknown  to  the  individual 
supposed  to  be  the  original  culprit. 

I  did  not  understand  William  when  here,  to  inform  me  Johnny’s  ill¬ 
ness  was  so  dangerous ;  but  from  the  first  of  my  confinement  here,  my 
mind  was  more  anxious  on  his  account  than  my  other  dear  little  boys. 
Oh  Sister,  how  can  I  write?  ye  cannot  realize  my  feelings.  W^illiam 
says,  I  should  resign  him ;  I  do  try ;  my  prattling  active  Johnny  !  not 
even  a  kiss — a  look. 

I  am  told  all  was  done  that  could  be  ;  that  I  could  not  tell  if  he  would 
have  walked  in  virtue’s  paths — very  true.  But  is  it  not  equally  uncer¬ 
tain,  but  that  with  proper  care  he  might  have  been  a  comfort  to  all  his 
friends?  Why  should  not  my  friends  have  been  more  open  with  me; 
and  why  now  mistrust  me  so  much?  I  ne’er  wish,  nor  have  wished 
to  justify  myself  in  all  that  has  occurred  ;  but  how  much  greater  have 
been  my  trials,  and  also  those  of  my  family  and  friends,  than  they 
probably  would  have  been,  had  more  openness  been  kept  up. 

Will  not  thou,  whose  talents  for  peace-making  has  often  in  days  long 
since,  been  exerted  to  the  comfort  of  many ;  lend  thine  aid  to  thy  bro¬ 
ther  in  his  deep  affliction?  I  hope  this  may  find  thee  and  thine,  with 
all  your  family,  in  health.  I  have  ever  regarded  them  with  warm  and 
kindly  feelings.  Can  not  the  way  open  before  long,  for  thee  to  pay  me 
a  visit,  and  bring  mother  with  thee.  If  brother  William  would  concur 
in  this,  and  either  forward  it,  at  a  suitable  time,  or  accompany  you,  he 
would  oblige 


My  love  is  to  you  all. 

38 


Your  poor  brother. 


MORGAN. 
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My  idols  are  removed — my  prospects  clouded — that  proud  spirit 
which  was  so  loth  to  bow,  is  humbled.  I’ve  been  termed  by  some  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  coveteous.  I  never  loved  wealth  for  its  sake.  I  was  am¬ 
bitious,  and  desired  the  regards  of  my  fellow  men,  and  when  one  after 
another,  my  long  cherished  and  oft  flattering  prospects  proved  illusive; 
when  the  toils  of  years  were  swept  from  me,  by  the  acts  of  others,  I 
cared  not  for  myself,  but  renewing  my  heart,  having  been  not  so  care¬ 
ful  as  I  ought  to  have  been ;  1  allowed  the  world  and  even  my  own 
family  to  regard  me  in  light  which  was  darker  than  it  should  have  been. 
I  withdrew  alike  from  the  repulses  of  some,  and  the  sympathy  of  others, 
and  poured  the  concentrated  affections  of  my  heart,  around  my  house¬ 
hold  idols ;  and  now  I  am  rejected  and  mistrusted  by  those  for  whom 
I  would  have,  and  have  at  times  sacrificed  almost  everything.  But  it 
is  useless  to  dwell  too  much  on  the  past ;  let’s  unite  our  exertions  to 
prevent  the  spirit  of  strife  from  producing  farther  griefs.  Does  thee 
remember  that  part  in  the -  Let’s  make  it  up. 

My  business  affairs  were  not  in  the  state  they  were  represented  to  be— > 
though  not  exactly  as  settled  as  desired.  I  had  not  wasted,  but  im¬ 
proved  my  state,  notwithstanding  all  pull-back. 

ENDORSED, 

Rebecca  W,  AUenson, 

Burlington^  N,  J, 


Letter  from  Rebecca  W.  Allenson  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  read,  dated 
Burlington,  5th  mo.  20th,  1847. 

Burlington^  fifth  month  20,  1847. 

My  Dear  Brother  : — 

Thy  letter  was  handed  to  me  at  a  time  of  much  engrossment,  and  I 
have  suffered  a  longer  interval  to  elapse  than  1  intended  before  reply¬ 
ing. 

My  thoughts  have  often  been  turned  towards  thee  in  thy  present 
location,  and  I  was  glad  to  receive  thy  communication,  as  the  way  did 
not  seem  open  before  to  make  an  offering  which  I  could  not  know  thou 
would  deem  acceptable.  I  regret  thou  should  for  a  moment  suppose 
that  any  of  thy  friends  view  thy  situation  as  one  of  retributive  justice, 
and  that  they  do  not  keenly  feel  the  necessity  which  placed  thee  there ; 
on  the  contrary  they  are  bowed  with  a  sorrow  not  foreign  to  a  tender 
sympathy  and  earnest  concern  for  thy  best  welfare. 

Surely  none  of  thy  relatives  would  have  assumed  the  responsibility 
of  deciding  and  acting  for  thee  had  not  thy  manifest  incapacity  to 
tread  a  reasonable  course  been  so  palpably  apparent  to  all  who  had 
much  opportunity  of  witnessing  thy  conduct. 
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If,  my  dear  brother,  thou  has  been  “  misunderstood,”  and  the  many 
inexplicable  manifestations  of  thy  character  are  not  to  be  traced  to  a 
want  of  ability  to  comprehend  thy  true  position — then,  indeed,  does 
thy  accountability  heavily  increase  in  turning  away  from  the  current 
of  warm  affection,  chilling  the  approaches  of  those  who  sought  thy  good, 
and  resolutely  steeling  thy  heart  against  all  the  gentle  and  holy  in¬ 
fluences  which  a  merciful  Father  often  places  within  our  reach. 

And  if  thou  would  cast  aside  the  veil  which  this  course  so  long  pur¬ 
sued  has  drawn  over  thy  mind,  thou  would,  perhaps,  be  able  to  discern 
through  the  cloud,  which  unhappily  surrounds  thee,  the  constancy  of 
thy  mother’s  love,  the  same  that  waited  over  thy  cradle  in  infancy, 
pillowed  thee  on  her  breast  in  sickness  and  in  health,  and  looked  for¬ 
ward  with  pride  and  hope  as  thy  years  increased,  that  her  first  born 
would  be  a  staff  and  a  stay,  when  he,  whose  daily  pleasure  it  was  to 
contribute  to  her  happiness,  in  the  counsels  of  infinite  wisdom,  was 
taken  from  her. 

Thou  would  see  this  same  grief-stricken  parent  toiling  on,  after  years 
of  patient  endurance  and  self-denial,  for  her  children,  taxing  her  ener¬ 
gies  to  the  utmost,  and  under  the  pressure  of  a  continual  wear  upon 
her  nervous  system,  which  often  threatens  her  frail  tabernacle.  Dis¬ 
appointed  in  her  hopes,  thwarted  in  her  favourite  plan  of  life,  robbed  of 
her  hard-earned  livelihood  ,*  she  yet  stems  the  waves  of  affliction,  and 
again  and  again,  with  an  almost  breaking  heart,  goes  forth  into  the  public 
gaze  to  obtain  the  means  of  an  honest  maintainance,  to  assist  in  the 
support  of  our  aged  grandmother,  and  shall  I  add,  she  labours  for  thee 
also.  Ah!  my  brother,  happy  indeed  should  I  be,  if  it  were  in  my 
power  to  convince  thee  that  thy  suspicions  with  regard  to  the  unkind¬ 
ness  of  thy  nearest  connexions,  are  groundless.  If  their  bearing  has  at 
times  seemed  cold,  or  not  characterized  by  the  openness  which  should 
subsist  between  members  of  the  same  family,  was  it  not  because  of  the 
impossibility  of  perceiving  any  disposition  to  receive  either  affectionate 
counsel  or  reproof,  which  thy  behaviour  could  not  fail  to  elicit. 

I  do  not  want  to  indulge  in  censure — it  would  be  far  more  congenial 
to  me  to  excuse,  and  to  find  ground  for  palliation  would  be  a  consola¬ 
tion  under  this  sad  trial,  but  as  thou  art  at  times,  I  doubt  not,  able  both 
calmly  to  review  the  past  and  understand  the  present,  I  write  my 
sentiments  undisguised,  and  hope  thou  wilt  not  misconstrue  a  sisters 
love — which  clung  to  thee  in  childhood,  and  longed  to  twine  its  perennial 
tendrils  about  thee  in  maturer  years. 

I  know  too  well  how  liable  we  all  are  to  err  when  we  turn  away  from 
instruction,  and  listen  not  to  the  still  small  voice,  we  may  enter  a  la¬ 
byrinth  of  error,  from  which  all  our  efforts  will  fail  to  extract  us  un¬ 
aided  by  a  Saviour’s  hand,  who  is  now  as  able  as  ever  to  cleanse  the* 
leper,  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  and  unstop  the  deaf  ear— and  my 
earnest  petition  to  the  Father  of  mercies,  is  that  thy  heart  may  be 
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turned  with  full  purpose  to  seek  the  Redeemer,  who  may  yet  bring  thee 
out  of  darkness  into  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  thy  God. 

How  often  has  the  language  thrilled  through  my  heart,  “  turn  ye,  turn 
ye,  why  will  ye  die,  saith  the  Lord.”  If  haply  favoured  to  comply 
with  this  gracious  invitation,  we  shall  be  led  to  see  the  evil  of  our  ways 
and  doings,  and  even  to  abhor  ourselves,  and  repent  in  deep  humiliation 
for  our  sins  of  omission  and  commission,  and  the  abiding  prayer  of  the 
soul  is  “  wash  me  thoroughly,”  then  we  feel  the  need  of  an  intercessor 
with  the  Father,  and  then  in  the  time  of  our  extremity  is  His  oppor¬ 
tunity,  if  we  do  but  renounce  self  and  seek  to  put  off  the  old  man  with 
his  deeds  and  to  become  new  creatures. 

I  would  that  thou  might  become  deeply  impressed  with  the  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  present  epoch  in  thy  life  is  a  crisis,  upon  the  turn  of  which 
may  depend  thy  weal  or  woe  for  all  eternity.  He,  without  whose  notice 
not  a  sparrow  falleth,  does  not  cast  off  any  of  his  creatures  unless 
they  forsake  him,  and  even  then  does  not  thy  experience  unite  with  the 
writer,  in  the  humbling  knowledge  that  it  is  of  the  Lord’s  mercy  we 
are  not  consumed. 

Thou  art  now  favoured  with  leisure  to  pause  in  thy  career,  and  draw 
near  by  patient  striving  to  the  footstool  of  grace — mayst  thou  find  ac¬ 
cess  there,  and  by  the  clear  shining  of  the  sun  of  righteousness  be 
brought  to  sit  as  at  the  feet  of  Jesus. 

Then,  I  am  persuaded,  there  is  not  one,  whom  thy  imagination  now 
pictures  as  estrange  or  indifferent,  who  would  not  rejoice  at  thy  re¬ 
storation  to  a  sense  of  the  solemn  responsibilities  of  life,  and  the  capa¬ 
city  to  choose  good  and  not  evil. 

The  removal  of  dear  little  John  from  this  scene  of  probation  to  his 
heavenly  Father’s  home,  was  deeply  felt,  and  the  trial  was  intensely 
aggravated  by  our  feelings  for  and  in  connexion  with  thee — but  we  felt 
assured  that,  in  this  stroke  w'e  could  recognise  the  dealings  of  Him  who 
seeth  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and  gathers  the  lambs  in  his  bosom, 
and  designs  the  chastening  in  tender  love  to  their  parents. 

I  must  now  draw  to  a  conclusion,  as  I  am  writing  far  in  the  night, 
my  miscellaneous  occupations,  with  the  care  of  the  children  through 
the  day,  almost  precluding  my  thus  communing  with  absent  friends. 
Could  I  know  that  any  advantage  would  result  from  my  paying  thee  a 
visit,  I  would  make  the  effort,  though  it  would  be  a  considerable  one, — 
mentally  do  I  often  look  towards  thee  with  sincere  desires  for  thy  wel¬ 
fare  every  way. 

I  remain  thy  affectionate  sister, 

REBECCA  W.  ALLENSON. 
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Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchnian  to  Rebecca  W.  Alienson,  read, 
dated  fifth  month  31st,  1847. 

Friends’  Asylum^  near  Frankford,  Fa., 

Fifth  month  315^,  1847. 

Dear  Sister: — 

Though  during  my  long  confinement,  under  such  severe  trials,  oft 
have  I  wished  to  see  thee.  I  have  not  been  so  selfish  as  to  expect  thou 
shouldst  use  exertion  on  my  behalf  to  the  injury  of  thy  health,  which 
I  regret  to  learn,  by  friend  Garret,  is  not  so  good  as  desirable.  The 
patience  with  which  the  treatment  received  has  been  borne,  and  so 
much  time  elapsed,  I  had  hoped  kindlier  thoughts  towards  me  would 
have  arisen.  The  receipt  of  thine  of  the  20th  inst.  was  to  me  a  source 
of  pleasure  and  of  pain;  pleasure  to  hear  from  thee,  in  any  way;  but 
of  pain  to  learn,  thy  cares,  (if  not  thy  feelings,)  prevent  our  having 
a  personal  explanation  of  each  others  views,  and  of  counselling  together 
without  the  restraint  which  must  attend  a  correspondence  under  the 
present  circumstances.  We  have  had  little  personal  intercourse  for 
years,  though  I  have  endeavoured  for  it.  Mere  words  are  liable  to 
mistake ;  and  sister,  excuse  me,  if  thy  letter  seems  to  me  indited  under 
feelings  of  prejudice,  or  misconception  of  my  actual  past  conduct,  and 
of  the  present  state  of  affairs ;  though  it  contains  much  good  advice, 
kindly  meant.  Wert  thou  personally  cognizant  of  my  condition  and 
true  state  of  mind,  wouldst  thou  accuse  me  of  “  turning  away  from  the 
warm  current  of  affection,”  and  “  chilling  the  approaches  of  those  who 
sought  my  good,”  of  “  steeling  my  heart,  &c.,”  and  say  “  had  not  thy 
manifest  incapacity  to  tread  a  reasonable  course  been  so  palpably  ap¬ 
parent  to  all  who  had  much  opportunity  of  witnessing  thy  conduct.” 
Is  such  language  apposite  from  thee  to  me.  Thou  who  has  not  visited 
us  for  years  ?  and  has  derived  thy  premises  through  successive  relators, 
each  of  whom  may  have  unconsciously  given  hues  of  their  own? 

The  quality  of  acts  depending  so  much  upon  attendant  incidents, 
perhaps  transitory  in  themselves,  is  it  fair  at  distance  of  time  and  place 
to  conclude  ourselves  possessed  of  a  full  view  of  all  a  matter?  And  to 
allow  distorted  representations  to  strike  down  a  brother,  (without  his 
being  aware  of  them  ;)  precluding  him  from  a  fair  hearing,  or  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  meeting  his  accusers,  or  of  self  defence?  ’Tis  easy  to  repeat 
scandal,  and  sometimes  convenient  to  forget  the  source  from  whence 
it  originated.  We  should  speak  gently  when  we  differ, — but  sister,  is 
not  the  language  of  my  friends  similar  to  the  manner  of  poor  Job’s 
comforters  ? 

I  claim  not  the  height  of  wisdom,  nor  to  be  free  from  the  imper¬ 
fections  of  humanity,  (and  cannot  say  I  am  thankful  “  I  am  not  as 
other  men  are,”)  but  do  claim  to  have  the  common  sense,  the  well 
meant  intentions,  and  the  warm  affectionate  feelings  of  an  honest  man. 
The  clouds  of  calumny  have  hovered  o’er  my  head,  and  may  still  sur- 
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round  my  reputation,  but  I  am  sustained  by  a  consciousness  of  rectitude 
of  motive,  and  an  humble  trust  in  Him  “  who  was  Himself  accounted 
stricken  of  God,  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief.” 

For  the  acts  of  others  it  is  unfair  that  I  should  answer.  None  of 
you  are  aware  of  the  sacrifices  I  have  made  for  peace,  and  for  what  I 
have  deemed  right ;  and  I  am  unwilling  that  the  results  of  years  of  toil 
should  be  needlessly  dissipated  by  contentions,  or  to  have  it  supposed 
that  me  or  mine  are  dependant  upon  the  labours  of  others.  Had  we 
been  allowed  the  just  right  to  control  our  own  affairs,  there  was  no 
prospect  of  my  children  being  dependant  upon  the  charities  of  the  world, 
or  the  capricious  favour  of  relatives.  I  have  not  been  a  Chesterfield, 
nor  “plied  the  knee  that  thrift  should  follow  fawning.” 

My  bluntness  has  often  given  offence  where  it  was  not  designed  :  but 
I  have  not  robbed  any  of  their  hard  earnings  ;  and  had  my  advice  been 
taken  “  our  dear  mother  need  not  be  now  wearing  out  her  nervous 
system.”  I  have  endeavoured  to  be  an  affectionate  and  dutiful  son. 
And  had  I  but  served  myself  and  my  Maker  as  much  as  I  have  my 
friends,  T  would  not  now  feel  the  bitterness  of  being  betrayed  and  re¬ 
jected  where  my  warmest  confidence  was  placed.  There  are  certain 
rights  that  are  sacred ;  and  amongst  near  friends,  should  be  that  of 
mutual  explanation,  sympathy  and  charity,  unintruded  upon  by  the 
world.  I  write  under  disadvantages.  I  seek  not  to  declare  my  right¬ 
eousness  ;  I  know  we  are  all  sinners  in  His  sight,  with  whom  we  have 
to  do.  But  in  this  sore  trouble,  I  would  seek  thy  heart,  my  sister. 

Be  not  so  settled  in  thy  condemnation  of  me,  (for  thou  art  on  several 
points  misinformed,  I  know ;)  and  when  thy  health  and  other  claims 
admit,  pay  me  a  visit.  Then  I  think  thou  wouldst  lend  thine  aid  to 
terminate  a  condition  of  affairs  and  state  of  feeling  which  has  already 
been  so  injurious,  and  which  I  fear  may  lead  to  consequences  we  all 
must  deplore.  Mother  was  here  on  seventh  day.  From  her  account 
of  the  mistaken  impressions  some  of  our  friends  have  been  under,  I  did 
not  so  much  marvel  at  their  being  somewhat  anxious ;  but  they  should 
have  first  had  an  explanation  of  what  they  did  not  understand.  Things 
have  proceeded  far  enough,  too  far,  already  ;  let  not  a  course  be  pursued 
calculated  irrecoverably  to  embitter  the  paths  of  so  many. 

None  are  more  interested,  or  more  concerned,  that  the  best  should 
be  done,  than  myself;  but  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  1  had 
been  “  wrong  as  to  some  facts  or  opinions,”  would  it  not  have  been 
better  to  have  plainly  told  me  thereof,  and  appealed  to  my  reason,  rather 
than  thus  to  have  made  such  a  public  exposure,  and  attempted  thus  to 
coerce  1  Remember  me  to  brother  William,  and  the  other  members  of 
your  family,  I  remain  your  afflicted  brother, 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

Endorsed,  Rebecca  W.  Allenson, 

Care  of  Wm.  J.  Allenson,  Burlington,  N.  J. 
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Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  read, 
dated  fifth  month  25th,  1847. 

Friends'  Asylum^  near  Franhford,  Pa., 

Fifth  month  2bth,  1847. 

Dear  Uncle  : — 

Having  been  unable  to  get  to  see  any  other  of  my  friends,  I  re¬ 
spectfully  request  thee  to  pay  me  a  visit  before  long.  I  very  much 
regret  having  to  cause  trouble  to  any  on  my  behalf,  but  when  thee  sees 
me,  thou  wilt  understand  my  reasons.  The  present  situation  of  matters 
I  consider  very  injurious  to  us  all. 

Be  pleased  to  grant  my  request  at  thy  earliest  convenience — hoping 
yet  to  be  able  to  remunerate  for  any  pains  and  care  used  on  my  behalf. 

I  am,  with  feelings  of  much  affection. 

Thy  nephew, 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

It  is  marked,  And  is  endorsed, 

B.  M.  H.  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman, 

S.  W.  cor.  of  5th  &  Walnut  sts. 

(private.)  Philada. 

And  is  post  marked. 

May 

28. 

(The  rest  of  stamp  is  illegible.) 

Benjamin  M.  Hinchman. 

I  received  that  letter.  I  received  it  some  days  after  the  date.  Re¬ 
ceived  from  Philadelphia  Post  Office,  I  think. 

Above  letter  read. 

Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  P.  A.  Browne,  dated  sixth  month 
7th,  1847.  (Read  before.) 

Letter  from  Rebecca  W.  Allenson  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  read, 
dated  sixth  month  14th,  1846. 

Burlington,  Sixth  month  \Uh,  1846. 

Dear  Brother  ; — 

Thy  letter  was  received  three  days  ago,  and  yesterday  thy  note  was 
handed  to  me,  and  I  can  assure  thee  that  were  it  in  my  power  to  aid  in 
producing  any  beneficial  results  to  thee  or  thine,  I  would  be  willing  to 
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make  all  reasonable  effort  to  do  so.  My  own  health  is  much  improved, 
but  my  W.  J.  A.  is  often  an  invalid,  and  has  lately  been  confined  to 
his  room  for  a  week,  after  which  our  little  girls  were  both  poorly,  and 
I  should  now  hesitate  about  taking  the  babe  to  the  city  during  the 
warm  weather.  I  cannot  be  absent  from  her  at  night,  and  as  the  latest 
conveyance  home  leaves  at  half-past  four,  I  do  not  see  how  I  could  ac¬ 
complish  a  visit  satisfactorily,  to  Frankford. 

I  have  thought  much  of  it,  and  a  desire  to  comply  with  thy  request 
would  prevail  over  many  difficulties,  if  there  was  any  probability  of 
such  an  interview  being  useful.  But  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that 
with  thyself  must  rest  the  talismanic  influence,  which  can  unravel  the 
labyrinth  in  which  thy  mind  now  labours,  and  restore  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity  to  thy  heart  and  household.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
thy  friends  stand  aloof  from  thee  through  indifference  or  prejudice,  or 
that  we  do  not  share  in  the  affliction,  which  is  indeed  a  cloud  upon  all 
our  pleasant  pictures,  and  a  sorrow  too  deep  for  language  to  express — 
and  we  would  gladly  do  all  in  our  power  to  relieve  or  lighten  thy 
trials — surely  when  one  member  of  a  family  suffers,  all  the  members  suf- 
with  it, — and  there  could  be  nothing  to  be  desired  in  public  exposure  of 
those  circumstances  over  which  the  sensibility  of  our  natures  would 
rather  cast  the  veil  of  oblivion. 

It  is  a  comfort  to  me  to  hope  that  there  is  yet  at  times  with  thee  an 
ear  to  listen  and  some  feeling  that  vibrates,  as  it  was  wont  in  earlier 
days,  and  to  this  I  appeal,  my  brother,  to  cast  aside  that  self-justifying 
disposition,  which  supposes  all  in  error  but  thyself. 

As  a  rational  man  look  at  the  conclusions  of  thy  relatives,  drawn  not 
from  distorted  representations  or  the  tougue  of  scandal,  but  based  upon 
the  witnessing  of  facts  too  self-evident  in  their  tendency  to  allow  of  a 
difference  of  opinion.  Thou  alludes  to  our  having  so  little  intercourse 
for  years,  and  infer  that  my  opportunity  of  personal  knowledge  in  thy 
case  is  necessarily  limited — this  is  true,  but  from  thy  usual  coldness 
and  indifference  of  manner,  it  was  very  natural  for  me  to  suppose  that 
my  society  was  valueless  to  thee — and  thou  may  recollect  what  I 
should  not  otherwise  have  recalled,  but  which  the  tenour  of  thy  letter 
makes  proper  that  I  should,  that  our  last  meeting  more  than  a  year 
ago,  was  of  such  a  character  as  led  me  reasonably  to  draw  the  in¬ 
ferences  .which  thou  quoted.  I  had  gone  to  the  city  to  pass  a  few  days, 
and  had  the  desire  that  Martha  and  Charles  should  become  more  ac¬ 
quainted,  and  learn  to  love,  as  our  children  should. 

Thou  knows  the  sequel,  and  had  nothing  more  of  thy  bearing  in  do¬ 
mestic  life,  before  or  since,  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  was  enough  in- 
dellibly  to  engrave  the  idea  that  thou  must  be  either  insane,  or  shall  I  say, 
in  the  full  candour  in  which  I  am  writing  “  possessed.”  If  thou  then 
soothed  thy  conscience  upon  leaving  our  grief-stricken  circle  by  some 
fallacy  of  “  well  meant  intentions,”  or  supposed  thyself  to  be  governed 
by  “the  warm  affectionate  feelings  of  an  honest  man,”  I  can  more 
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readily  understand  that  thou  can  also  assume  the  position  of  “a  dutiful 
son,”  whose  counsel  would  have  been  a  prop  and  support  under  trying 
exigencies.  But  here  again,  I  am  brought  to  recollections,  truly  pain¬ 
ful  to  me  to  recall,  and  which  I  only  notice  because  it  is  so  fatal  to  thy 
restoration  to  the  paths  of  true  uprightness,  and  solid  integrity,  to  be 
glossing  over  thy  course  of  life  with  the  vain  delusion  that  “  rectitude  of 
motive,  sacrifices  for  others,”  &c.,  influence  thy  conduct,  and  have  oc¬ 
casioned  thee  to  be  betrayed  “  and  rejected.”  Thy  manner  of  acting 
in  monetary  affairs,  in  which  our  mother  was  concerned,  has  bourne 
the  impression  of  a  stranger  seeking  to  obtain  the  uttermost  farthing, 
instead  of  the  high  minded  assistance  frankly  afforded  by  an  eldest 
child  to  a  widowed  mother.  I  do  not  mean  to  designate  thee  as  having 
lessened  her  barely  sufficient  income  by  unfair  transactions,  which  thou 
knows  has  been  done  by  another — but  thou  canst  not  take  any  credit 
to  thyself  for  pursuing  toward  her  the  part  of  a  kind  and  generous  son. 
No,  my  brother,  “  by  their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them ;  do  men  gather 
grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles  ?” 

And  if  thou  art  sustained  by  an  humble  trust  in  Him — who  taught 
that  as  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them  ,* 
it  can  only  be  well  founded,  through  sincere  repentance  toward  our 
Heavenly  Father,  and  an  entire  renunciation  of  that  craving,  which  is 
not  of  the  Lord’s  spirit. 

We  do  deeply  feel  for  thee  under  thy  present  circumstances,  and  yet, 
if  thou  couldst  be  favoured  to  cast  the  beam  out  of  thine  eye — then 
there  would  arise  to  thee  light  out  of  darkness,  and  thou  would  no 
longer  accuse  others  of  contention  and  calumny,  who  have  nothing  but 
thy  good  and  that  of  thy  family,  in  view,  in  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken. 

And  while  so  much  blame  is  attached  to  some  of  these  by  thee,  espe¬ 
cially  in  relation  to  thy  business  affairs,  why  forget  how  pressed  thou 
wert  to  settle  claims  daily  accumulating,  and  thy  own  expectation  that 
the  Sheriff  would  be  upon  thee  in  the  spring,  and  that  thou  gave  as  a 
reason  why  thy  produce  did  not  bring  a  better  price,  that  thy  relatives 
acted  so  badly  towards  thee.  Now,  how  can  such  inconsistences  be 
reconciled  with  reason  and  a  sound  imagination. 

Thou  art  willing  to  grant  that  we  are  all  sinners,  in  the  sight  of  Him, 
who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  with  any  degree  of  allow¬ 
ance,  and  most  fully  do  I  feel,  that  nothing  short  of  a  Redeemer’s  love, 
and  long  suffering  mercy,  will  be  availing  to  me,  one  of  the  most  un¬ 
worthy  of  His  children.  May  it  then  be  our  daily  prayer  to  know  for 
ourselves  an  interest  in  this  Saviour,  who  can  change  the  troubled  waves 
into  the  still  waters,  and  lead  away  from  the  barren  mountains  and 
desolate  hills  to  lie  down  by  the  green  pastures  of  life. 

Then  do  not  longer  chaff  and  wrestle  under  the  mistaken  belief  that 
thou  art  wronged — and  placed  under  thy  present  restraint  from  any 
selfish  motives — but  let  patience  have  her  perfect  work,  and  then  thy 
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retirement  will  not  be  time  lost.  Do  not  marvel  that  explanations  and 
representations  were  not  offered  for  a  fair  hearing  whenever  it  was  thy 
settled  policy  to  treat  with  silence,  or  contempt,  whatever  thou  did  not 
choose  to  answer. 

I  have  not  written  thus  to  draw  thee  into  argument,  but  to  present 
some  views  to  thy  mind  which  thou  appears  to  have  overlooked  ;  and 
must  claim  for  myself  to  be  divested  of  every  feeling  which  ought  not 
to  find  place  in  the  heart  of  a  true  sister,  I  do  earnestly  crave  for 
thee,  my  dear  brother,  that  thy  eyes  may  be  opened  to  behold  the 
things  that  belong  to  thy  peace,  and  that  thou  may  yet  humbly,  but 
rejoicingly,  to  say  in  days  to  come,  “  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see.” 

And  earnest  is  my  petition  to  the  Father  of  lights,  that  He  will  dispel 
the  mist  and  the  cloud  which  dims  thy  perceptions  of  right,  and  in  his 
tender  compassion  stretch  forth  his  hand  to  heal,  and  grant  thee  ability 
to  hear  the  strivings  of  his  holy  spirit ;  and  that  thou,  by  attention  to 
these  searching  convictions,  mayst  be  enabled  yet  to  tread  the  just  man’s 
path,  by  faith.  Thou  wilt  perceive  I  have  written  as  to  one  accounta¬ 
ble  for  deeds  and  motives,  and  therefore,  I  trust  my  plainness  of  speech 
will  not  seem  in  any  wise  unkind,  for  thou  may  be  assured  of  the  ten¬ 
der  interest  of  thy  sister, 

REBECCA  W.  ALLENSON. 

DIRECTED, 

Rebecca  Allenson’s  of 

Sixth  month  14,  1847,  tho’  dated  1846. 


Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Rebecca  W.  Allenson,  read, 
dated  sixth  month  26,  1847. 


Dear  Sister  : — 


“  Friends*  Asylum^*  near  Frankford, 

Sixth  month  2Qthi  1847. 


Thy  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  was  received  some  days  after  its  date, 
(having  been  left  in  P.  by  S.  Barton,  with  her  trunk.)  I  regret  to  learn 
that  the  health  of  thyself  and  family  is  so  poor — but  hope  you  will  get 
through  this  warm  weather  without  any  of  those  drawbacks  which 
sometimes  occur.  Whatever  may  be  the  real  views  and  feelings  of  my 
connexions  towards  me,  I  shall  ever  desire  their  health,  comfort,  and 
happiness.  And  I  was  sorry  again,  to  find  thou  continuest  (much  from 
hearsay,  as  thy  letter  admits,)  under  impressions  as  to  my  mind,  and 
as  to  my  conduct,  so  different  from  what  (I  think)  would  have  been  the 
case,  had  a  personal  interview  and  interchange  of  ideas  taken  place, 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  at  a  proper  time.  Thou  alludes  to  our  last 
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parting,  and  without  stating  the  facts  and  circumstances,  (perhaps  with* 
out  knowing  all  of  them,)  the  impression  is  conveyed  to  any  reader  of 
thy  letter,  that  there  was  something  very  wrong  in  my  conduct  on  that 
occasion.  Sister,  this  is  not  the  mode  or  manner  explanations  likely 
to  be  useful  can  well  be  made.  On  that  occasion,  Charles  and  Mar* 
garetta  had  been  paying  a  visit  to  our  mother.  It  was  concluded. — 
Thou  cam’st,  and  after  1  brought  the  carriage  to  the  door  for  their  re¬ 
turn,  mother  and  thyself  proposed  our  leaving  Charles.  Upon  my 
consulting  with  Margaretta  up  stairs,  and  leaving  it  to  her,  she  united 
with  me  in  thinking  he  would  be  a  trouble  to  mother,  and  increase  her 
numerous  cares  ,*  and  there  was  no  suitable  person  to  leave  him  with, 
whilst  she  was  at  school.  Thou,  not  “  possessed,”  but  heedless  of  the 
imminent  danger,  had  been  so  kind  (whilst  1  was  up  stairs  with  Mar¬ 
garetta,)  as  to  place  some  articles  in  the  carriage,  climbing  in  at  the 
heels  of  young  spirited  horses,  which,  with  the  passing  omnibus,  and 
the  puffing  of  the  steam-engine  in  view  of  them,  had  nearly  caused 
them  to  break  from  their  fastening  at  the  tree-box.  Had  I  not  ran  out 
so  quickly,  it  might  have  resulted  in  a  very  serious  accident  to  thee. 
Your  joint  importunities  subsequently  induced  Margaretta  to  hesitate 
between  her  natural  reluctance,  at  refusing  your  request  to  leave  Charles, 
and  her  judgment  that  he  had  then  better  return  with  us.  Having  a 
long  distance  to  drive,  and  fearful  of  farther  detaining  the  restive  horses, 
I  assisted  M.  to  put  on  Charley’s  things,  placed  him  in  the  carriage, 
and  remained  by  the  horses  until  M.  had  completed  her  arrangements 
for  starting.  I  think,  if  a  dispassionate  observer  could  have  known  or 
viewed  those  occurrences,  there  was  nothing  in  them  to  have  caused 
the  views  expressed  in  thy  letter ;  and  hitherto  thy  plea  for  not  bring¬ 
ing  Martha  to  see  her  cousin  for  so  many  years,  “  to  learn  to  love,  &c.” 
has  been  either  William’s  engagements,  or  the  unpleasantness  of  riding 
to  him,  &c.  Little  did  I  think  there  was  ever  aught  in  my  natural 
manner,  which  a  sister  would  construe  into  a  distaste  for  her  company. 
In  a  subsequent  part  of  thy  letter,  there  are  reflections  as  to  my  pecu¬ 
niary  relations  to  mother  and  others,  showing  how  little  thou  knows  of 
my  real  agency  in  those  matters ;  and  while  at  present  I  deem  farther 
discussions  upon  such  subjects,  in  this  mode,  not  calculated  to  be  of 
benefit,  I  assure  thee  my  course  in  such  affairs  has  ever  been  upright; 
and  I  shrink  not  from  a  proper  investigation  thereof.  But  when  before 
was  it  esteemed  correct  that  a  friend  or  relative  should  be  talked  of  in 
the  manner  I  have  been,  and  express  endeavours  used  to  part  those 
who  should  have,  and  who,  if  left  to  them.selves,  would  have  but  one  in¬ 
terest  and  one  view  ? 

Much  regretting  the  feelings  which  from  thy  letter  evidently  continue, 
I  still  cherish  the  hope  thou  wilt  see  it  thy  duty,  when  thou  canst  do 
so  without  too  great  inconvenience  or  neglect  of  other  relations,  to  visit 
thy  much  misrepresented  and  misunderstood  brother.  It  might  be  of 
greater  advantage  to  ourselves  and  others  than  thou  now  mayst  sup- 
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pose.  Sister !  profession  will  not  answer  with  any  of  us.  Come  and 
see  me  when  thou  canst.  With  love  to  you  all, 

I  remain  thy  affectionate  brother, 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

ENDORSED, 

Rebecca  W.  Allenson, 

Care  of  W.  J.  Allenson, 

Burlington,  N.  J. 


Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Rebecca  W.  Allenson,  read, 
dated  sixth  month  11th,  1847. 


Dear  Sister  : — 


Friends*  Asylum^  near  FranTcford, 

Sixth  month  Wth,  1847. 


I  regret  to  learn  thy  health  is  not  as  good  as  thy  friends  desire.  I 
hope  it  may  soon  improve — and  that  amongst  thy  duties,  thou  mayst 
find  time  to  visit  thy  imprisoned  brother,  who  is  yet  suffering  so  many 
wrongs.  Sister,  I  fear  the  results  of  this  will  be  very  serious ;  and  I 
do  want  to  see  thee  when  thou  canst  make  it  convenient.  I  replied  to 
thy  letter  some  time  since,  but  as  S.  Barton  was  going  to  your  place, 
send  my  love. 

Farewell — I  am  thy  afflicted  brother, 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 


ENDORSED, 

Rebecca  W.  Allenson, 

Burlington,  N.  J. 


Letter  from  Morgan  Hinchman  to  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  read, 
dated  sixth  month  11th,  1847.  Postmarked  “  Feltonsville,”  June. 


Dear  Uncle  : — 


Friends*  Asylum^  near  Frankford, 

Sixth  month  \lth^  1847. 


I  regret  to  trouble  thee  so  much,  but  having  waited  so  long  without 
my  affairs  getting  much  better,  wish  to  see  thee  as  soon  as  thou  canst 
make  it  convenient,  and  shall  be  obliged  if  cousin  H.  will  accompany 
thee. 

Shortly  after  you  were  here  I  received  a  visit  from  mother,  and 
although  I  thought  I  removed  some  of  the  mistakes  she  had  been  labour¬ 
ing  under,  still  she  seems  to  have  misunderstood  some  of  the  conver¬ 
sation  that  then  took  place ;  and  I  fear  the  course  she  then  and  since 
took  will  or  may  have  further  injured  matters. 
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This  week,  my  wife,  with  her  sister  Elizabeth  and  Thomas  Wistar, 
Jr.,  came  to  the  Institution.  But  her  friends,  contriving  to  represent 
me  as  exciteable  and  dangerous,  and  refusing  to  allow  me  to  meet  her 
by  herself,  although  within  their  view  and  near  to  them ;  it  seemed  to 
me  I  could  not  in  self-respect  then  consent  to  such  an  interview  as 
they  proposed :  though  I  expressed  a  willingness  to  meet  her  and  her 
friends,  provided  I  also  should  have  a  friend  present.  At  the  same 
time  stating  my  fears,  such  a  formal  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  like 
to  result  in  a  farther  alienation. 

I  find  my  position  very  trying  and  embarrassing,  and  am  unwilling 
much  longer  to  allow  it  to  remain  as  it  now  is  ;  wishing  whatever  steps 
I  may  take  shall  meet  thy  approval,  I  desire  thy  counsel  in  regard  to 
my  course,  but  fear  none  will  be  found  to  answer  but  a  very  decided 
one. 

The  very  persons  most  professing  friendship,  have  been  most  in¬ 
dustrious  in  weakening  my  wife’s  affection  and  respect  for  me.  My 
most  trifling  acts  are  distorted  and  magnified.  It  is  reported  by  some 
that  I  have  at  times  endangered  the  life  of  my  wife  by  violence.  That 
I  am  a  common  drunkard,  or  habitually  given  to  drink.  That  I  have 
for  three  or  four  years  been  insane,  if  not  all  my  life ;  and  that  I  am 
naturally  so,  &c.,  &c.  That  I  was  only  induced  to  marry  for  the 
sake  of  getting  hold  and  making  away  with  my  wife’s  estate ;  and  had 
no  position  of  my  own,  &c.  That  she  was  imposed  on,  &c.,  dec.  And 
that  finally,  I  came  here  voluntarily,  dec.  In  short,  whatever  seems 
most  likely  to  injure  me,  seems  easily  set  a  going,  somehow,  and  they 
seem  only  restrained  as  to  the  stories  by  the  credulity  of  the  hearers. 
All  the  aforesaid  reports,  though  they  may  be  propagated  by  different 
persons,  (by  some  more  or  less,)  I  solemnly  pronounce  unmitigated 
slanders ;  and  can  readily  prove  the  very  contrary  as  to  most  of  them. 
But  being  much  concerned  to  avoid  farther  contention, — as  soon  as  my 
wife  left  here  (in  charge  of  her  sister  and  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,)  without 
seeing  me,  thus  disappointing  the  hopes  which  I  had  so  long  cherished, 
r  walked  over  and  saw  her  brother  Charles  and  his  wife,  neither  of 
whom  were  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  which  placed  me  here :  I 
endeavoured  to  show  them  the  injury  likely  to  result  as  well  to  his  sister 
as  to  me,  by  the  present  course,  and  believed  my  visit  was  of  use,  as 
regards  his  feelings.  Dear  uncle,  if  I  could  meet  Charles  and  my  wife, 
or  some  of  her  friends,  in  thy  presence,  it  would  be  likely  to  be  of  ser¬ 
vice,  as  things  now  are.  Charles  promised  to  see  my  wife  in  a  few 
days  and  endeavour  to  get  her  to  come  over,  but  I  fear  he  will  not  be 
successful ;  and  all  my  patience  seems  only  to  invite  more  calumny 
and  injury. 

Many  who  have  thus  wronged  me,  are  in  most  respects  upright  and 
honorable,  but  have  been  misinformed,  and  have  become  unduly  sus¬ 
picious  of  me.  1  am  in  need  of  a  judicious  friend,  to  whom  I  might 
freely  communicate.  If  thou  couldst  get  Judge  G.  M.  Stroud  to  come 
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out  with  thee,  he  could  probably  arrange  matters  in  a  short  time  much 
better  for  all  concerned ;  at  present,  it  seems  as  if  the  worst  construc¬ 
tion  was  put  upon  all  my  acts,  as  well  as  my  words.  Day  before  yes¬ 
terday  S.  S.  Richie  was  here ;  but  as  his  chief  object  seemed  to  be,  to 
be  certain  I  was  here,  and  as  I  had  no  friend  to  be  present,  I  declined 
an  interview  with  him  under  present  circumstances. 

Thou  wilt  excuse  my  not  being  more  diffuse  at  present ;  and  please 
be  so  kind  as  to  pay  me  a  visit,  and  thus  add  to  the  obligations  thy 
unfortunate  nephew  is  under, 

I  remain,  with  respect  and  affection,  thine. 

MORGAN  HINCHMAN. 

P.  S,  I  add  a  list  of  counsel  for  thy  choice  :  some  of  whom,  I  think, 
had  better  be  at  once  engaged.  I  have  already  lost  too  much  by  being 
over  saving;  and  the  difference  that  may  be  saved  in  the  settlement  of 
my  estate  will  more  than  pay  his  fees. 

Geo.  M.  Stroud,  P.  A.  Brown,  J.  Pettit, 

Henry  Chapman,  Wm.  M.  Kennedy,  S.  H.  Perkins, 
Jno.  M.  Reed,  G.  Mallory,  G.  M.  Wharton. 

There  is  enough,  if  made  the  best  of,  to  pay  well  to  my  friends,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  I  or  my  family  should  be  thus  unnecessarily 
destroyed.  If  some  of  the  above  be  retained,  and  a  proper  course  taken, 
some  folks  may  soon  be  convinced  of  my  sanity,  who  otherwise  will 
be  satisfied  for  me  to  remain  here  during  my  life.  I  wish  it  might  be 
arranged  peaceably ;  but  fear  not  for  myself,  more  than  for  the  mutual 
injury  and  ill  feeling. 

N.  B.  I  will  have  a  statement  in  writing  ready,  showing  the  case, 
as  stated  on  both  sides ;  thou  hast  a  statement  of  the  property. 

It  is  directed, 

Benjn.  M.  Hinchman, 

Walnut  St., 

Philada. 

Private. 

And  it  is  post  marked 

Feltonsville, 

June  14th. 

And  on  the  face  of  the  first  page  is  marked  by  the  witness,  B.  M.  H. 

It  is  also  endorsed  sixth  month  11th,  1847. 

Mr.  Reed  proposes  to  offer  in  evidence  a  statement  of  Morgan  Hinch- 
man’s  affairs — an  estimate  of  his  property,  prepared  by  him,  and 
handed  to  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman  when  out  at  the  Asylum,  as  follows: 

A  three  storied  brick  dwelling  house,  piazza,  back  build¬ 
ing  and  bath-house,  and  lot  of  ground.  No.  73  Marshall 

street,  17  feet  6  inches  front,  cost  about  84,700.  Will 
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rent  for  $350,  per  annum,  (present  tenant  pays  $300 
and  repairs. 

Insured  for  $3,000,  worth  -  -  -  -  $4,400 

Mortgage  payable  in  bank  stock,  -  -  -  3,200 

-  1,200  00 

A  three  story  brick  dwelling,  with  piazza  and  double  back 
buildings  three  stories  high,  and  lot  of  ground,  east  side 
of  Thirteenth  street,  between  Wallace  and  Citron  streets, 

18  feet  front  by  100  feet  deep.  Insured  for  $2,500, 
cost  $3,350,  worth  -----  3,200 

Mortgaged  to  F.  Assn. . 1,600 

-  1,600  00 

A  three  story  brick  dwelling  and  lot  of  ground,  south  side 
of  Callowhill  street,  west  of  Schuylkill  Sixth  street. 

Lot  16  feet  front  by  60  or  63  feet  deep,  to  an  alley, 
worth  $2,200,  say  -----  1,900 

Subject  to  pro.  of  mortgage,  -  -  -  -  1,200 

-  700  00 

A  ground  rent  of  $54  per  annum,  issuing  out  of  lot  north 
side  of  Wood  street,  east  of  Schuylkill  Fifth  street,  se¬ 
cured  by  a  double  three  story  brick  house ;  insured  for 
$300.  Lot  12  feet  front  by  42  feet  9  inches,  to  an  alley  ; 
clear  of  all  incumbrances,  -----  goo  00 
Two  ground  rents  of  $54  per  annum,  each  issuing  out  of 
two  adjoining  lots  on  the  north  side  of  Wood  street,  east 
of  Schuylkill  Fifth  street,  each  secured  by  a  good  three 
story  brick  dwelling  house,  two  rooms  on  a  floor.  In¬ 
sured  for  $300  each ;  each  with  hydrant  in  yard  ;  at 
par,  $900  each,  -----  1,800 

Mortgaged  to  F.  B.  for  -  -  -  -  1,500 

-  300  00 

A  three  story  brick  dwelling  house  and  lot  of  ground,  situ¬ 
ate  on  the  north  side  of  Wood  street,  first  house  east  of 
Schuylkill  Fifth  street;  12  feet  front,  42  feet  9  inches 
deep.  This  house  is  well  built,  has  hydrant,  &c.,  two 
rooms  on  a  floor ;  cost  about  -  -  -  1,340 

Incumbered  with  ground  rent,  -  -  -  840 

-  500  00 

Claim  on  J.  Gatchell,  for  arrears  of  rent,  part  secured  by 
judgment ;  and  claim  on  W.  Super,  secured  by  three 
houses  on  Wood  street  lots,  subject  to  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  ground  rents  ;  being  for  moneys  actually  paid  for 
finishing  and  repairing  them,  per  my  ledger ;  together 
amounting  to  about  $1,200,  say  about  -  -  -  900  00 


Amount  carried  forward,  $6,100  00 
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Amount  brought  forward,  -  -  $6,100  00 

Real  Estate  in  Potter  County,  personal  eflects,  debts,  stock, 

&c.,  say  600  00 

Farm  in  Plumstead,  Bucks  County,  110  acres  and  some 
perches,  good  land,  handsomely  situated  and  well  im¬ 
proved,  with  good  buildings,  fences,  fountain,  orchard, 

&c.,  twenty-five  acres  of  it  woodland,  cost  $80  per 
acre,  -------  8,800 

Incumbrances,  ------  4,400 

-  4,400  00 

This  place,  if  divided,  would  command  $10,000,  perhaps 
igl2,000. 

Live  stock — four  horses,  about  twenty-seven  head  of  cat¬ 
tle,  sheep,  &;c.,  and  farming  utensils,  at  a  low  value,  -  1,600  00 

$12,700  00 


The  within  amount,  -----  $12,700  00 

Should  be  reduced,  for  interest  and  expenses, 

commissions,  &c.,  say  in  full,  -  -  700  00 

Leaving,  -  -  12,000  00 

I  owed,  besides  the  foregoing  incumbrances  on  the  property, 
about  $300,  all  told ;  but  the  foregoing  list  did  not  in¬ 
clude  about  $63  in  cash,  gold  lever  watch,  &c.,  furni¬ 

ture,  hay  in  barn,  corn  in  crib,  &c.,  and  more  than 
enough  to  cancel  them. 

If  there  should  be  losses  on  sales,  amounting  to  -  -  2,000  00 

It  will  still  leave  me  -  -  $10,000  00 


I  received  from  my  wife’s  estate,  eight  shares  Bank 

Stock,  at  $30  per  share,  -  -  -  -  240  00 

About  four  years  since,  and  after  w’e  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  several  years,  1,100  Lehigh  Loan,  at  $40 
per  share,  -------  440  00 


Twenty-five  hundred  State  5  per  cent.,  ^40,  - 

1,000  00 

Total,  not  deducting  expenses. 

1,680 

00 

And  afterwards,  at  her  mother’s  death. 

4,000 

00 

5,680 

00 

Other  things,  perhaps,  .  -  -  - 

300 

00 

Making  nearly  ----- 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

f 

00 
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My  own  estate  at  the  time  of  marriage  and  my  prospects  were  fully 
equal  then  to  what  my  wife’s  was — nothing  of  them  was  concealed — 
our  removal  to  the  country  was  agreed  upon  mutually,  and  no  impor¬ 
tant  step  has  been  taken  till  now ;  that  was  not  so  done  between  us, 
who  ever  consulted  on  these  matters,  and  have  ourselves  not  differed, 
however  we  had  troubles  with  others. 

And  it  was  endorsed  with  the  initials,  or  marked  by  the  witness,  B. 
M.  Hinchman. 

Letter  from  William  J.  Allenson  to  Morgan  Hinchman,  read,  dated 
first  day  evening. 

Written  in  Pencil. 

Copy  of  note  from  W.  J.  Allenson  to  Morgan  Hinchman.  (En¬ 
closed  with  letter  of  R.  W.  Allenson.) 

First  day,  second  month  l5^,  1847. 

Dear  Morgan  ^ 

To  my  great  disappointment  and  mortification  I  found  this  letter  in 
my  pocket ;  I  fully  thought  I  had  mailed  it  immediately.  My  apology 
for  this  neglect  is  that  my  precious  wife  is  quite  ill,  and  I  have  been 
almost  constantly  in  her  room.  Her  indisposition  continues,  and  I  do 
not  even  go  to  the  city  to  attend  to  my  needful  business,  so  that  should 
my  visit  to  thee  be  delayed,  thou  must  attribute  it  solely  to  this  cause. 
There  is  no  one  who  can  nurse  her  as  I  can.  Besides,  my  own  health 
is  now  quite  interrupted,  and  I  am  worn  with  loss  of  rest,  &c. 

Till  we  meet,  thou  hast  my  sincere  sympathy  and  best  wishes. 
Endeavour  to  find  that  sure  and  steadfast  anch 
stay  thy  soul. 

Signature,  &c.,  torn  off. 

It  is  directed, 

Morgan  Hinchman, 

Frankford. 


Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  recalled. 

On  my  first  visit  to  Asylum.  The  Legislature  of  1839.  First 
during  new  Constitution.  That  year  a  summer  session,  and  I  was 
there;  part  of  time  at  Brandywine  Springs.  After  Morgan  Hinchman 
was  introduced  into  room,  he  commenced  conversing  with  me  and  his 
aunt;  and  gave  us  a  detailed  account  of  how  he  had  been  arrested  ;  he 

40 
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also  detailed  his  affairs.  I  mentioned  it  was  said  he  was  wasting  his 
property :  and  he  then  gave  me  verbally  a  statement  of  his  property, 
which  corresponded  with  the  written  one  after  given  to  me.  This 
30th  April  about.  He  referred  to  the  $4,000  which  he  received  at  death 
of  his  mother.  He  seemed  to  attribute  large  portion  of  reports  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  R.  Shoemaker  and  Samuel  Richie,  and  afterwards  Edward  Richie. 
I  paid  three  visits  to  Asylum.  First  visit  one  and  a  half  hours,  second 
two  hours  there,  and  third  visit  longer. 

On  first  visit,  that  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker  and  Samuel  Richie  had 
misrepresented  things  to  his  wife  and  to  his  mother.  At  first  interview 
he  seemed  unwilling  to  believe  his  wife  had  participated  in  those  pro¬ 
ceedings.  He  referred  to  the  sale  he  had  made  of  the  stocks  and  loans 
when  they  were  low ;  that  they  had  got  lower  after  he  had  sold  them, 
and  then  they  were  satisfied,  but  since  they  were  risen,  they  were  dis¬ 
satisfied.  He  said  great  injustice  had  been  done  him,  and  he  had  been 
treated  as  though  he  had  no  rights.  He  stated  his  belief  also,  that 
much  misrepresentation  had  been  made  to  his  mother  as  to  his  property, 
and  conduct  to  his  family.  That  they  had  advantage  of  the  difficulty 
between  himself  and  mother,  and  they  had  made  use  of  her  to  effect 
their  purposes — knowing  her  prejudice  against  him.  I  asked  him  if 
he  were  sure  the  mother  was  not  a  willing  partner  in  the  business;  he 
said  he  did’nt  think  his  mother  would  have  gone  so  far,  if  she  had  not 
been  deceived  by  misrepresentations  to  her.  Towards  latter  part  of 
time,  he  seemed  to  think  his  mother  was  more  alienated  from  him  than 
he  first  supposed.  Did’nt  seem  to  have  as  much  information  then  as 
he  afterwards  obtained.  Between  second  and  third,  he  informed  me 
of  his  mother  being  out  there  to  see  him.  In  course  of  first  visit,  I 
inquired  of  him  about  orchard  affair;  and  he  gave  me  his  account  of 
the  transaction.  He  said  they  had  filled  the  carriage  inconveniently 
fijll — his  feet  out — his  mother  seemed  nervous,  and  in  constant  dread 
of  upsetting  the  carriage ;  that  when  carriage  would  incline  a  little, 
she  would  scream  out,  &c.  He  had  to  drive  a  little  fast  down  hill ; 
that  the  mother  imagined  they  would  run  away  when  they  trotted  fast, 
and  his  grandmother  said  sometimes  “  why  Eliza,  do  be  quiet.”  She 
manifested  this  excitement  all  the  way  up.  At  dinner  she  called  for 
green  tea,  then  black,  and  then  coffee ;  and  he  told  the  landlord  to  let 
her  have  what  she  wanted,  and  he’d  pay  him.  Next  morning  after  she 
got  there,  she  directed  one  of  the  hands,  whom  he  had  told  to  hand  up 
oats,  to  saw  off*  the  joists  which  supported  point  roof — that  poplar  tree 
should  be  cut  down  too,  which  he  would  not  permit ;  he  said  it  mani¬ 
fested  a  disposition  to  interfere  too  much  with  his  business.  That  next 
day,  his  mother  and  Margaretta  went  out  to  orchard.  Margaretta  with 
basket.  That  he  was  ploughing  at  time  in  orchard.  Two  hands  em¬ 
ployed  otherwise.  Limbs  of  some  trees  so  full  and  hung  so  low  that 
it  was  necessary  to  cut  them  off*.  That  he  had  directed  boy  Gilbert 
to  pick  the  apples  off*  the  limbs  and  take  them  to  house ;  that  when  he 
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saw  them  coming,  he  said  there  were  plenty  the  boy  were  gathering, 
and  he  would  bring  her  a  bushel  or  more  into  the  house  directly ;  and 
that  she  replied  she  wanted  them  off  a  particular  tree — and  he  said 
there  were  plenty  off  that  tree  too,  more  than  she  would  want.  That 
Margaretta  seemed  satisfied,  and  turned  to  return  into  house;  that  his 
mother  said,  “  Margaretta,  I  would  not  be  dictated  to,  if  I  were  thee — 
thee  has  as  good  a  right  to  any  thing  on  this  farm  as  he  has — thy 
money  helped  to  buy  the  place  as  well  as  his ;  thee  has  just  as  good 
a  right  to  any  thing  on  it  as  he  has,  and  if  I  were  thee  I  would  not  ask 
him.”  That  she  walked  up  to  tree  with  stick,  and  commenced  knock¬ 
ing,  and  calling  to  Margaretta,  and  thrashing  away  at  tree  with  much 
determination,  and  did  so  for  some  time ;  that  her  voice  was  loud,  ex¬ 
cited  ;  that  she  spoke  so  that  all  hands  in  orchard  might  have  heard ; 
and  that  he  felt  mortified  much  that  she  was  exposing  herself  and  him. 
Coming  around  with  his  plough  near  the  tree,  he  stopped  his  horse  and 
went  up  to  his  mother,  and  says  “  now  mother,  come  go  in  the  house,” 
and  took  her  by  left  hand,  attempting  to  put  it  under  his  arm,  to  walk 
with  her  to  the  house ;  that  she  resisted,  and  attempted  to  jerk  it  away, 
and  he  held  on  to  it ;  finding  she  could  not  get  it  clear,  she  raised  the 
other  hand  with  stick  in  it  as  though  she  were  to  give  him  a  blow — that 
he  seized  the  stick  and  held  fast  to  that ;  when  she  found  she  could  not 
get  away,  she  commenced  screaming  at  violent  rate — he  attempted  to 
move  forward  with  her,  but  in  few  steps  she  fell  on  her  knees;  he  tried 
to  raise  her  by  the  hand,  she  resisted — and  she  was  abusing  him  in 
strong  language :  and  that  he  said,  she  said  she  wondered  the  Lord 
did’nt  send  thunder  and  lightning  to  burn  his  barn,  for  treating  his 
mother  so.  Ele  said  he  went  behind  her  and  put  his  hands  under  pit 
of  her  arms,  endeavoring  to  raise  her.  Jesse  Forker  came  up  and 
interfered,  and  he  asked  Margaretta  to  try  and  pacify  her  and  get  her 
into  the  house.  And  that  after  part  of  day  she  asked  for  horses  and 
carriage  to  take  her  to  Buckingham ;  that  his  horses  were  ploughing ; 
and  he  said  a  rain  came  up  in  afternoon  which  prevented  her  going — 
that  next  morning  a  neighbor  came  to  take  her, — that  she  did  go,  and 
the  person  who  took  her  had  told  him  her  tongue  run  very  rapidly 
during  part  of  his  ride,  of  which  a  great  part  was  devoted  to  her;  he 
told  me  of  going  over  next  meeting  day  to  Gillingham’s,  with  view  to 
take  her  to  meeting.  That  there  were  several  persons  present — that 
his  mother  left  parlor  when  he  went  in — that  when  he  arrived  he  in¬ 
vited  her  to  get  in  carriage  and  ride  with  them,  but  she  refused,  and 
she  went  on  foot,  he  driving  the  carriage-all  the  way  alongside  of  her. 
The  meeting  house  no  great  distance,  I  understood.  I  asked  him  if 
there  had  been  any  previous  difference.  He  said  his  mother  had  pro¬ 
posed,  after  she  came  from  country,  to  board  with  him,  and  bring  Anna 
and  her  mother ;  but  he  and  his  wife  concluded  it  was  not  desirable, 
as  they  wanted  best  room  on  second  floor  and  on  third  floor,  leaving 
only  two  rooms  use  of  him  and  his  family ;  but  he  told  his  mother. 
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if  she  wished  to  come  she  might  do  so,  and  pay  what  she  pleased ;  but 
he  said  he  thought  his  mother  had  not  same  kind  feelings  towards  him 
from  that  time.  I  told  him  that  I  heard  be  had  stated  on  his  way  out 
to  Asylum,  there  were  insane  persons  in  both  branches  of  the  family ; 
and  he  said  Elizabeth  Clarke  had  been  considered  out  of  her  mind  at 
one  period,  and  that  he  believed  she  was  so — that  the  family  were 
sometimes  mortified  by  her  conduct  ,*  and  that  his  aunt  Anna  Webb 
had  been  in  distressed  state  of  mind. 

The  defendants  object  to  evidence  of  further  conversations  of  witness 
with  Morgan  Hinchman  at  Asylum. 

Objection  overruled,  and  exception  taken. 

The  defendants  object  to  any  further  conversation  which  does  not  go 
to  contradict  particular  acts  of  delusion  upon  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
testified  to  by  defendants’  witnesses. 

The  court  receive  it  not  as  evidence  of  the  facts  stated  by  Morgan 
Hinchman,  but  as  rebutting  the  general  evidence  of  declarations  proved 
by  defendants  at  the  Asylum  to  show  his  insanity.  Exception  by  de¬ 
fendants  noted. 

I  told  Morgan  I  knew  Anna  Webb  very  well.  The  conversation 
about  venereal  disease  at  second  visit  in  May,  latter  part.  H.  Hinch¬ 
man  with  me  then.  When  I  told  him  of  it,  he  said  it  was  one  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Richie’s  tales.  That  when  he  had  first  come  to  Asylum,  they  had 
put  him  in  room  which  did’nt  appear  agreeable,  and  he  had  expressed 
himself  the  room  was  not  fit  for  one  labouring  under  venereal  disease ; 
that  it  was  merely  an  expression  of  his  feelings;  of  his  indignation. 
And  a  few  days  after  that  Samuel  Richie  was  there,  and  had  said  or 
insinuated  that  he  had  venereal  complaint,  that  he  had  been  keeping 
bad  company ;  that  he  looked  at  him  for  a  moment,  and  turned  on  his 
heel  and  left  him.  That  Edward  Richie  visited  him  some  short  time 
after — that  he  complained  to  Edward  Richie  of  Samuel’s  conduct  in 
that  matter — and  that  he  told  him  he  had  felt  so  indignant  at  Samuel, 
he  had  turned  on  his  heel  and  left  him.  That  he  said  that  Edward 
Richie  made  a  kind  of  sinister  smile  as  though  he  had  got  hold  of 
something — that  he  was  afraid  he  would  use  it  to  his  disadvantage, 
and  that  he  went  into  some  explanation  to  free  his  mind  from  any  sus¬ 
picion  on  the  subject.  The  next  thing  he  had  heard  on  subject  was 
from  Dr.  Evans,  who  asked  him  how  he  came  to  tell  Edward  Richie 
that  he  was  there  to  be  cured  from  the  venereal  complaint.  Morgan 
said  he  had  not  told  Edward  Richie  so,  that  he  had  only  complained 
to  him  of  Samuel’s  conduct  in  charging  him  with  having  it.  The  Dr. 
said,  oh!  thee  certainly  told  Edward  so,  for  he  told  me  that  thee  did. 
That  he  tried  further  to  explain  with  the  Doctor,  but  the  Doctor  passed 
on  to  the  other  patients,  talking  to  him,  Morgan  Hinchman,  as  he  passed 
away  from  him.  He  said  he  had  conversation  with  Dr.  Worthington 
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on  same  subject — that  there  was  another  perversion  of  his  remarks 
there;  that  he  told  Dr.  Worthington  that  there  was  no  possibility  of 
his  having  such  a  disease,  that  he  could  not  have  received  such  in  any 
way  since  he  was  a  boy — that  the  Doctor  perverted  his  language  so  as 
to  say,  that  Morgan  had  caught  it  when  a  boy. 

I  mentioned  to  him  about  his  saying  his  mother  and  his  family,  his 
wife  and  sister,  were  insane.  This  on  second  visit ;  he  said  he  had 
often  stated  they  were  as  crazy  as  he  was,  and  that  he  believed  so  still  ; 
he  did  not,  however,  by  that,  mean  to  say  he  was  crazy  or  they  were 
crazy ;  that  most  remarks  of  that  kind  had  been  drawn  from  him  by 
misrepresentations  of  various  kinds,  made  to  him  by  other  persons,  as 
to  what  his  mother  and  wife,  and  wife’s  sister  had  said  about  him ; 
that  he  did’nt  believe  these  statements,  that  they  were  untrue,  and  they 
could  not  have  said  them  ;  that  when  these  persons  would  reiterate  and 
say  they  had  said  so,  he  would  say,  well,  if  they  did,  they  are  crazy. 
He  said  it  seemed  to  be  the  business  of  some  persons  to  carry  stories 
backwards  and  forwards  of  most  extravagant  nature  as  to  his  charac¬ 
ter  ;  that  he  was  in  every  way  misrepresented ;  and  if  when,  by  ex¬ 
citing  him,  they  could  get  any  extravagant  expression  out  of  him,  they 
were  sure  to  use  it  to  his  disadvantage.  That  Dr.  Evans  told  him  on 
one  occasion  of  something  which  he’d  heard  from  his  wife  or  his 
wife’s  sister,  that  the  Doctor  could  not  tell  which,  as  they  were  to¬ 
gether  ;  but  I  don’t  remember  what  it  was ;  Morgan  mentioned  it,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  told  the  Doctor  it  was  not  so — the  Doctor  said  “  yes,  I 
must  believe  them,”  and  he  replied,  after  some  argument,  that  if  they 
said  so  they  must  be  insane.  He  mentioned  the  case  of  some  other 
persons  that  had  visited  him — that  he  had  told  his  mother  that  she  was 
as  insane  as  he  was. 

Lloyd  Mifflin,  on  morning  of  day  on  which  examination  commenced 
before  Mr.  Hanna,  called  at  my  office — his  object  seemed  to  be  to  try 
to  prevent  further  proceedings  in  matter — that  he  thought  that  we 
(included  me)  were  taking  great  responsibility  in  the  matter;  that  Mor¬ 
gan  in  attempt  to  push  these  proceedings,  would  find  he’d  have  much  to 
encounter,  and  told  me  he  thought  proceedings  had  better  be  stopped  at 
once,  that  if  they  did’nt  succeed  in  making  him  out  insane,  his  character 
would  be  so  blackened,  he’d  never  be  able  to  hold  up  his  head  again  in 
this  community  ;  he  asked  me  if  I  knew  about  P.  T.  Bank  affair — and 
I  told  him  I  knew  the  truth  of  the  matter,  and  that  his  character  would 
not  suffer  by  the  truth  coming  out. 

I  saw  J.  B.  Matlack  one  evening,  pretty  late,  he,  Morgan  and  self 
walked  up  street  together — Morgan  and  Mr.  Matlack  were  discussing 
about  the  matter — he,  Mr.  Matlack,  was  then  stating,  he  said  his  testi¬ 
mony  would  convict  Morgan  Hinchman  of  insanity,  and  that  if  he 
was’nt  proved  insane,  his  character  would  be  so  blackened,  &c. 

Cross-examined. — At  Hanna’s  office  suggested  questions  for  exami¬ 
nation  and  cross-examination.  Trusted  to  my  memory  for  above  con- 
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versations.  No  witness  about  P.  T.  Bank  matter  at  Hanna’s  office. 
The  testimony  then  chiefly  confined  to  Morgan  Hinchman’s  acts.  I 
knew  it  was  in  reference  to  P.  T.  Bank  affair  that  Mr.  Mifflin  spoke. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday  morning,  29th  March,  10  o’clock. 

Gilbert  Shaw,  affirmed. 

Resided  in  1844,  in  Plumstead,  at  Mr.  Hinchman’s;  summer  of  1844; 
present  in  orchard  ;  it  was  fall  of  1844  ;  Morgan  was  ploughing ;  three 
other  hands  in  the  orchard ;  one  of  them  was  shaking  off  the  apples 
from  the  lower  limbs  of  the  trees.  In  forenoon  Morgan  and  Mrs. 
Hinchman  came  into  orchard  for  apples ;  plenty  6f  them  on  ground ; 
twenty  or  twenty-five  yards  off;  they  came  to  a  tree  and  was  picking 
up  apples ;  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  knocking  apples  with  a  pole  ;  Morgan 
Hinchman  told  her  he  did’nt  wish  her  to  knock  them,  and  he  passed  on, 
and  he  came  back  and  told  her  not  to  knock  them,  then  passed  on 
about  twenty  yards,  and  looked  around  and  came  back  and  took  hold  of 
her ;  no  violence ;  she  knelt  down — and  she  hallooed,  and  one  of  the 
men  came  to  her ;  William  Brown  came  to  her ;  Morgan  Hinchman 
did’nt  drag  her  out  nor  used  no  violence  ;  Margaretta  there  the  whole  time 
I  was  picking  apples  in  orchard  ;  with  Morgan  Hinchman  three  and  a 
half  months ;  never  saw  anything  out  of  the  way  about  him ;  he 
treated  his  wife  and  family  very  affectionately. 

Cross-examined. — T  did’nt  see  Mrs.  Hinchman  attempt  to  strike  Mor¬ 
gan  ;  Jesse  Forker  walked  up  and  spoke  to  Morgan ;  don’t  recollect 
what  Jesse  said  ;  I  did’nt  go  near  them  myself;  did’nt  speak  to  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  on  the  subject ;  he  put  one  arm  around  under  her  waist; 
she  was  down  on  the  ground ;  she  rendered  herself  perfectly  helpless ; 
I  think  he  tried  to  lift  her  up ;  she  got  up  and  they  walked  off  to  house ;  I 
heard  Jesse  say  that  he  told  Morgan  he  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  him¬ 
self;  I  might  have  been  nearer  when  Morgan  spoke ;  I  stopped  my 
work  and  looked  at  them ;  I  was  taking  notice  of  them  when  Jesse 
came  up ;  I  think  he  was  trying  to  lift  her  up  when  Jesse  came  up.  I 
have  spoken  about  this  a  few  times,  but  don’t  recollect  to  whom ;  I 
think  I  mentioned  it  to  Jesse  Forker ;  Jesse  said  he  took  hold  of  Mor¬ 
gan. 

Chief. — I  told  Mr.  Reed  of  it  this  morning. 

Cross-examined. — I  told  Morgan  Hinchman,  but  when,  I  don’t  re¬ 
collect  ;  since  the  commencement  of  this  suit.  I  did’nt  hear  any  scold¬ 
ing  of  Mrs.  Hinchman. 

The  Plaintiffs  now  close. 
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DEFENDANTS  SURREBUTTING  EVIDENCE. 

Dr,  Evans,  recalled. 

Objection — and  overruled — and  exception  taken. 

Cannot  state  precisely  the  time  or  exact  words  of  the  first  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Morgan  Hinchman,  on  venereal  disease.  About  one  week  or 
ten  days  after  he  came  there,  it  occurred.  I  informed  him  I  had  un¬ 
derstood  from  Edward  Richie,  that  he  was  under  the  impression  he  was 
in  the  venereal  ward  of  the  institution  ;  he  admitted  that  was  his  be¬ 
lief.  I  entered  upon  conversation  to  assure  him  he  was  not  in  such  a 
ward,  and  he  informed  me  he  believed  he  had  the  disease.  I  assured 
him  he  had  no  symptom  characteristic  of  it,  that  it  was  all  a  mistake, 
and  he  himself  said  he  had  not  been  exposed  so  that  he  could  take  it, 
but  he  still  retained  the  belief  that  was  the  disease  he  was  labouring 
under,  and  continued  for  two  months  under  such  impression.  My  ques¬ 
tion  to  him  was  that  I  had  understood,  &c.  ,*  he  did  not  say,  he  only 
complained  to  Edward  of  Samuel’s  conduct  in  regard  to  it;  nor  did  I 
say,  “  Oh  !  thee  certainly  told  Edward  Richie  so,  &c.”  Morgan  never 
denied  his  having  told  Edward  Richie  so.  In  the  very  earliest  part  of 
his  being  in  the  institution,  Morgan  said  his  mother,  &c.,  were  insane, 
and  had  been  insane  for  a  long  while.  No  comparison — it  was  a  fact 
asserted  by  him  in  a  most  serious  and  decided  manner ;  it  was  stated 
by  Morgan  as  a  fact  he  had  long  known.  Latter  end  of  May,  Mor¬ 
gan’s  convalescence  considered  to  be  established ;  those  delusions  had 
all  passed  away  then,  I  think.  Persons  partially  deranged  capable  of 
writing  letters — good  letters.  Professor  Stewart  can  explain  abstruse 
mathematical  problems;  one  of  my  patients  prepared  an  essay  which 
was  published  in  a  pamphlet. 

By  a  Juryman, — I  receive  a  salary,  8600  a  year,  from  the  Asylum. 

At  the  Institution  of  Brattleborough,  in  Vermont,  is  a  paper  pub¬ 
lished,  made  up  of  essays  of  patients.  The  essay  above  alluded  to, 
was  on  “  the  diseases  of  children.” 

By  Mr,  Griscom. — Repeatedly  had  cases  of  paroxysmal  insanity, 
where  patient  had  gone  to  the  Institution  voluntarily,  when  he  discover¬ 
ed  the  spell  approaching. 

Cross-examined, — I  do  not  recollect  of  reading  any  letter  of  his,  ex¬ 
cept  one  I  carried  to  E.  K.  Price.  His  cure  not  entirely  effected  latter 
part  of  May. 

Chief, — Many  of  the  patients  exceedingly  acute  in  explaining  away 
the  circumstances  which  would  fix  the  delusion  upon  them.  When  a 
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person  was  partially  deranged,  he  would  not  manifest  it  in  letters,  after 
he  was  approaching  convalescence. 

Chief. — I  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  was  getting  better  on  the  second 
month  5th,  1847.  The  delusions  had  not  then  passed  away.  At  times 
his  mind  was  perfectly  rational. 

By  a  Juryman. — He  may  have  been  crazy  when  he  went  to  Doctor 
Meigs. 

John  Finley.^  recalled. 

Christmas  of  1847,  I  was  in  the  city,  and  at  the  corner  of  Twelfth 
and  South  streets;  my  sister  boarded  there,  and  went  there  to  spend  the 
evening  with  her.  Between  seven  and  eight  Morgan  Hinchman  came 
into  the  room  where  we  were  sitting ;  we  shook  hands,  and  Morgan 
Hinchman  sat  down ;  he  said  he  was  very  glad  to  see  me,  and  then  in¬ 
troduced  the  subject  on  which  he  had  come  there,  which  was  to  know 
from  me  what  1  thought  of  his  insanity.  I  understood  from  him  that 
the  proceedings  were  still  going  on  as  to  setting  aside  the  inquisition  ; 
and  he  wanted  to  know  my  feelings,  and  said,  if  I  was  not  on  his  side 
there  was  no  use  of  my  going  before  Court,  and  expressed  a  wish  for 
me  to  go  to  J.  Stroud’s ;  he  questioned  me  much  as  to  his  health  and 
conduct  at  the  Asylum.  I  endeavoured  to  evade  his  questions  by  say¬ 
ing,  his  friends  would  not  have  put  him  there  if  there  was  no  necessity 
of  it.  He  mentioned  his  wishes  I  should  go  with  him  to  Judge  Stroud, 
and  said  I  should  have  accommodations  for  the  night  with  him,  that  he 
had  a  large  bed,  &c.  I  told  him  I  had  already  engaged  my  bed  at  an¬ 
other  place,  and  objected  to  going  with  him — he  insisted  I  would  go— • 
and  at  last  I  went  with  him.  We  then  went  to  his  boarding  place;  after 
much  talk,  we  went  to  bed.  We  breakfasted  together  in  the  morning; 
he  introduced  several  rolls  of  paper,  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  tes¬ 
timony  before  the  Commissioner ;  he  read  over  the  testimony  of  many 
on  both  sides ;  he  then  said  he  thought  Judge  Stroud  would  be  seen  in 
his  office.  I  previously  had  objected,  and  told  him  my  opinion  could 
avail  him  nothing,  would  not  amount  to  much  on  either  side.  We  then 
got  up  to  go  to  Judge  Stroud’s  office,  and  came  down  stairs  into  one  of 
the  sitting  rooms.  1  sat  down  at  his  request,  and  Morgan  Hinchman 
left  the  room  for  a  short  time,  I  think.  Shortly  he  returned,  and  soon 
after  came  in  a  stranger  to  me,  whom  he  introduced  to  me,  a  Doctor 
- ,  “  This  is  my  friend,  John  Finley,”  I  think  he  said.  Do  not  re¬ 
collect  the  conversation.  I  know  Morgan  Hinchman  put  many  ques¬ 
tions  as  to  the  state  of  his  health,  to  me.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  hav¬ 
ing  said  that  “  I  was  surprised  at  Morgan  being  kept  so  long  in  the 
Asylum.”  Had  a  question  of  that  kind  been  put,  through  courtesy  I 
might  have  said  he  might  not  have  been  kept  so  long.  Did  not  say,  I 
never  saw  anything  crazy  about  him.  I  have  frequently  told  Morgan 
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Hinchman,  when  importuned  by  him,  that  I  thought  he  was  not  very 
much  deranged.  I  have  heard  Archibald  McCoy  say  that  Morgan 
Hinchman  was  crazy,  on  some  occasions  when  he  was  excited.  I  do 
not  know  McCoy  ever  told  me  he  was  not  crazy.  Very  few  patients 
in  the  Asylum,  who  are  not  at  times  more  crazy.  McCoy  told  me, 
a  few  days  after  M.  Hinchman  was  placed  there,  that  he  had  asked  him 
to  examine  him,  for  he  thought  he  had  the  venereal  disease.  I  have 
reminded  McCoy  of  that  expression  since  this  trial  commenced  ,*  on 
Thursday  15th,  I  think.  I  saw  him  here  in  Court,  and  we  went  out 
together ;  he  said  he  had  come  down  here  to  look  at  the  trial,  that  he 
had  an  interest  in  it,  that  his  testimony  would  not  be  in  favor  of  the  in¬ 
stitution.  I  asked  him  if  he  did  not  recollect  iMorgan  Hinchman  ask¬ 
ing  him  to  examine  him,  and  McCoy  said  he  had  either  caught  him 
examining  himself,  or  had  asked  him  to  examine  him.  He  told  me  of 
his  tending  bar  in  New  York,  that  he  had  come  down  here  to  see  the 
trial  going  on  ;  he  said  he  did  not  wish  to  interfere  in  the  case,  that  he 
did  not  think  he  would  appear  here  in  Court ;  said  he  did  not  care  for 
a  subposna;  he  said  Morgan  did  not  know  he  was  in  the  city;  he  said 
he  had  had  several  letters  from  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  that  Morgan 
Hinchman  had  mentioned  he  would  give  any  sum  if  he  would  come 
down  here  and  give  his  testimony.  I  told  him  Morgan  Hinchman  had 
subpcened  me  and  several  others  at  the  Asylum;  he  did  subpoena  me. 
1  attended  here  several  days.  I  told  him  I  thought  if  the  defendants 
knew  he  were  in  the  city,  it  is  likely  they  would  subpoena  him  ;  he 
said  he  did  not  intend  remaining  any  time  in  the  city  ;  he  said  he  knew 
friend  Garret  and  Doctor  Worthington  had  always  been  very  civil  to 
him  while  at  the  Asylum  ;  he  alluded  to  a  difficulty  with  one  of  the 
attendants  he  had  in  the  Asylum,  and  said  he  thought  he  might  have 
been  there  yet,  had  it  not  been  for  that. 

Cross-examined. — My  salary  is  814  a  month,  and  found.  I  have 
spoken  to  Dr.  W.  and  Mr.  G.  repeatedly  since  this  trial  commenced. 
I  have  told  them  what  I  stated  here,  on  the  day  I  saw  Archibald  McCoy, 
stated  the  conversation ;  he  told  me,  I  think,  he  had  arrived  in  town 
that  day,  and  had  not  seen  Morgan  Hinchman.  I  do  not  recollect  of 
having  said  it  was  too  bad  for  Morgan  to  have  been  kept  in  that  house. 
Long  after  that  conversation,  and  shortly  after  this  trial  commenced, 
Morgan  subpoened  me.  (Paper  shown.)  I  do  not  recollect  of  having 
seen  this  paper  before.  I  think  I  have  said,  “  he  might  not  have  been 
kept  there  as  long  as  he  was.”  Morgan  Hinchman  may  have  assisted 
me  in  the  school  teaching.  I  have  never  told  Jonathan  Smith  anything 
about  the  insanity  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  except  in  Morgan  Hinch- 
man’s  presence.  I  have  never  told  Jonathan  Smith,  Morgan  was  not 
crazy.  I  have  talked  to  my  own  sister  on  the  subject,  and  I  always 
told  her  I  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  had  received  benefit  from  his 
being  in  the  Asylum.  I  have  not  told  Archibald  McCoy,  since  this 
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trial,  **  that  I  never  thought  Morgan  Hinchman  was  crazy.”  Archibald 
McCoy  told  me  he  wrote  him  a  letter  in  such  a  style  as  no  insane  man 
could  do.  I  never  objected  to  my  coming  here.  I  never  considered 
the  matter  of  the  boots  strange.  I  considered  him  perfectly  sane  some 
time  before  he  left.  I  think  I  have  heard  McCoy  repeatedly  say  that 
Morgan  Hinchman  was  insane. 

Henry  Day,  recalled. 

I  know  Archibald  McCoy ;  at  the  Asylum  knew  him  for  one  day, 

I  was  over  in  the  men’s  lodge.  Jonathan  Smith,  whose  place  I  took, 
was  showing  me  through  the  place.  Archibald  McCoy  came  over* 
there  and  said  to  Jonathan  Smith,  “  there  is  Morgan  there,  as  crazy  as 
crazy  can  be.”  Oh !  crazy,  said  Jonathan  Smith  in  reply,  “  he  is 
crazy  enough,  there  is  no  notice  to  be  taken  of  him.”  I  think  I  heard 
him  say  again  something  to  that  effect,  in  the  lower  day-room. 

Cross-examined. — I  remember  meeting  Morgan  Hinchman  one  day 
last  summer,  in  the  street,  and  he  showed  me  a  bundle  of  testimony, 

1  did  not  say,  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  him  then.  IMiss  H, 
Pilling  present.  I  am  still  at  the  Asylum,  at  812  a  month  and  found. 

I  told  Mr.  G.,  Morgan  had  subpoened  me.  I  told  to  my  brother  I 
should  tell  what  I  had  heard  Archibald  McCoy  say.  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber  I  have  spoken  to  any  body  else,  within  the  past  week,  about  the 
subject. 

Julianna  Miller,  sworn. 

At  Morgan  Hinchman’s  farm  at  the  time  of  the  orchard  affair;  not 
under  the  tree  when  it  occurred.  I  was  the  other  side  of  the  gate, 
when  it  took  place;  some  man  running  from  the  field  to  the  apple 
tree,  attracted  my  attention.  I  saw  Morgan  seizing  his  mother  by  the 
arm.  I  did  not  see  her  do  anything;  he  held  on  by  her  arm,  and  did 
not  seem  willing  to  let  go  till  a  man  took  hold  of  him.  I  did  not  go 
where  she  was.  After  he  let  go,  I  went  to  her,  but  not  inside  the  or¬ 
chard.  I  opened  the  gate;  Margaretta  and  me  assisted  her  to  the 
house.  Morgan  did  not  go  with  us  to  the  house.  This  was  before 
dinner,  I  think.  I  went  up  stairs  with  Mrs.  Eliza  W.  Hinchman  ; 
Margaretta  got  something  for  me  to  rub  her  arm  with.  I  drew  her 
sleeve  off  and  rubbed  her  arm ;  she  laid  down  on  the  bed,  and  I  co¬ 
vered  her  up.  I  saw  her  in  town  afterwards,  and  saw  her  arm  after¬ 
wards,  soon  after  she  arrived  from  Mrs.  Gillingham’s;  she  left  on 
Saturday,  and  her  mother  and  I  left  on  Monday.  She  came  to  Mrs, 
Gillingham’s  on  Saturday  ;  then  Morgan  fetched  me  and  her  mother 
there  on  Monday,  She  was  in  bed  when  I  came.  I  went  up  stairs 
and  asked  her  if  she  was  going  to  meeting ;  the  arm  was  blue ;  upper 
part  of  the  arm  was  blue.  I  bathed  her  arm  twice  a  day,  for  more 
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than  a  week.  The  arm  a  good  deal  discoloured.  Morgan  came  to  his 
mother’s  house  after  that. 

Cross-exammed. — The  gate  but  a  little  distance  from  the  apple  tree  ; 
barn  not  between  gate  and  tree.  After  Mrs.  Hinchman  returned,  she 
was  up  at  Burlington. 

By  a  Juryman, — I  live  now  with  Jane;  about  two  years  since  I  hft 
Mrs.  Hinchman. 

Rebecca  W,  Allenson,  recalled, 

(Letter  of  sixth  month  26,  1847,  recited,  “your  joint  importunity,” 
&:c.) 

Morgan  Hinchman’s  wife  did’nt  go  at  all  with  Morgan  Hinchman  on 
that  occasion  ;  she  was  making  no  arrangements  for  going;  went  out 
to  shop  with  me  in  afternoon,  after  Morgan  had  gone. 

Eleanor  H.  Stroud,  affirmed. 

Wife  of  Judge  Stroud ;  know  Mrs  E.  W.  Hinchman ;  she  and  my 
father  first  cousins  ;  had  familiar  intercourse  with  Mrs.  Hinchman 
since  childhood  ;  very  good  opportunities  of  judging  of  her  conduct  as 
a  mother  ;  that  very  excellent — most  unexceptionable  ;  I  have  always 
considered  her  the  best  example  of  a  good  mother  I  have  ever  known  ; 
never  heard  any  thing  against  her  veracity,  except  in  this  Court;  never 
elsewhere. 

Cross-examined. — A  mile  or  two  from  the  City  I  live ;  within  last 
eight  or  ten  years  our  intercourse  not  very  frequent ;  never  heard  her 
say  anything  against  her  children. 

Jane  Johnson,  affirmed. 

Know  E.  W.  Hinchman :  I  fully  unite  with  testimony  just  borne 
from  Mrs.  Stroud.  Known  her  more  than  forty  years;  she  has  always 
stood  high  in  reputation  as  a  member  of  Society  of  Friends,  and  never 
heard  her  veracity  impeached,  till  here ;  I  was  pained  at  hearing  it. 

Anna  'Mott,  affirmed. 

Know  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hinchman  ;  since  1814,  have  known  her  ;  never 
heard  her  veracity  impeached ;  always  known  her  to  be  a  remarkably 
Just  woman  ;  I  thought  her  remarkably  kind  and  affectionate  in  her 
disposition  towards  her  children, 

Samuel  C,  Jtdams,  affirmed. 

Known  E.  W.  Hichman  for  five  years.  Her  character  for  truth  and 
veracity  good. 
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Rebecca  Emhree,  affirmed. 

Known  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hinchman  since  1817.  Her  character  for  truth 
and  veracity  good  ;  visited  her  as  frequently  as  any  of  my  friends ;  I 
know  her  to  have  been  a  very  affectionate  and  devoted  mother  to  all 
her  children. 

William  Smith,  affirmed. 

Known  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hinchman  for  thirty  years.  Her  character  for 
truth  and  veracity  very  good  ;  never  heard  it  doubted. 

Elizabeth  Chatten,  affirmed. 

Known  Mrs.  E.  VV.  Hinchman  for  thirty-five  or  forty  years.  Her 
character  for  truth  and  veracity  undoubted  ;  observed  that  she  is  a  most 
affectionate  and  tender  mother.  I  was  a  member  of  S.  W.  Allenson’s 
family  when  Morgan  Hinchman  resided  there  ;  his  mother  visited  him 
there,  and  had  affectionate  intercourse. 

The  Defendants  now  close  their  evidence. 

The  Plaintiffs  call 

Archibald  M'Coy,  recalled, 

I  saw  J.  Finley  at  Court  room  door ;  he  said  he  was  glad  to  see  me, 
I  told  him  I  would  be  of  no  use  to  the  Institution,  for  you  know,  1 
never  thought  him  crazy. 

Cross-examined. — He  never  mentioned  venereal  disease  to  me  ;  at 
Black  Bear  three  or  four  minutes ;  we  took  a  drink  there. 

The  Plaintiff  here  closed, — whereupon,  on  Monday,  the  9th  day  of 
April,  the  learned  Judge  charged  the  Jury  as  follows  : — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury: — I  have  reduced  the  charge  1  am  about  to 
deliver  to  you  substantially  to  writing,  and  those  points  in  which  pre¬ 
cedent  is  involved  I  have  written  word  for  word.  I  do  so  because 
this  is  an  exceedingly  important  cause,  such  a  one  as  has  never  been 
tried  in  this  State,  and  such  a  one  as,  I  trust,  will  never  arise  again. 
But  if  such  a  cause  ever  arise  again,  I  trust  that  whatever  the  Supreme 
Court  will  decide  upon,  it  will  be  a  rule  for  all  men.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  offer  to  you  that  charge. 

1  need  not  say,  gentlemen,  that  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the 
novelty  as  well  as  the  importance  of  this  case.  A  correct  determina¬ 
tion  of  it  requires  our  cool,  calm,  and  deliberate  attention,  and  our 
most  deliberate  reflection.  Let  us  meet  it  in  a  way  worthy  of  our¬ 
selves,  without  any  improper  feelings  or  prejudice,  and  with  a  strict 
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regard  to  the  law  and  the  evidence ;  let  us  judge  of  it  as  we  expect 
to  be  judged  by  Him  who  knows  our  inmost  thoughts. 

Conspiracy  consists  in  an  unlawful  agreement,  though  nothing  be 
done  in  pursuance  of  it.  The  conspiracy,  then,  is  the  gist  of  the 
offence.  Then  it  is  indictable,  but  it  would  not  afford  a  civil  remedy. 
So  a  conspiracy  to  do  a  lawful  act,  if  for  an  unlawful  end,  is  indictable. 
Where  men  contrive  and  conspire  to  do  an  unlawful  act,  which  op¬ 
presses  another  or  unjustly  subjects  him  to  the  power  of  those  confede¬ 
rating,  it  gives  effect  to  their  purpose,  either  of  extortion  or  mischief. 
Such  a  conspiracy  affords  a  civil  remedy  for  damages,  by  an  action  on 
the  case.  In  general  there  must  be  a  common  design  to  do  an  unlawful 
act.  When  the  fact  of  combination  is  established  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  jury,  and  the  combination  of  the  individuals  in  the  unlawful 
enterprise  is  shown,  or  rather  the  connection  of  the  individuals  in  the 
unlawful  enterprise,  every  act  and  declaration  of  each  member  of  the 
confederacy,  in  pursuance  of  the  original  concocted  plan,  and  with 
reference  to  the  common  object,  is,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  law, 
the  act  and  declaration  of  them  all,  and  is  original  evidence  against 
them  all.  It  makes  no  difference  at  what  time  any  one  came  into  the 
conspiracy.  Every  one  who  does  enter  into  such  a  common  purpose 
or  design  is,  in  law,  a  party  to  every  act  which  had  been  previously 
done  by  any  of  the  others  in  pursuance  of  such  common  design. 
This,  then,  gentlemen,  is  a  great,  a  settled  principle  of  the  law  in 
relation  to  this  offence,  and  it  is  one  which  requires  a  court  and  jury 
to  be  careful  that  they  do  not  involve  innocent  men,  and  also  to  take 
care  that  the  guilty  do  not  escape.  I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  it.  It  is, 
I  admit,  a  charge  easily  made  and  difficult  to  defend  against.  I  am 
not  for  extending  the  law  of  conspiracy  beyond  its  just  limits,  its  settled 
principle ;  nor  am  I  opposed  to  applying  it  to  those  to  whom  it  ought 
to  be  applied. 

You  have  heard,  gentlemen,  how  Morgan  Hinchman  was  arrested 
on  the  7th  of  January,  1847,  and  taken  to  the  Frankford  Asylum. 
Was  he  then  insane?  This  is  a  fact  for  you  to  determine,  and  in  fact 
it  is  the  great,  the  leading  fact  in  the  cause.  The  learned  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff  contend  that,  as  this  proceeding  was  not  upon  oath  or  affir¬ 
mation,  it  was  contrary  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  a  violation  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  Pennsylvania.  If  you  find,  gentlemen,  that  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  was  insane  at  that  time,  I  do  not  accede  to  that  proposition ;  it  would 
have  been  true  if  he  had  been  charged  with  a  crime,  but  the  right  to 
restrain  an  insane  person  of  his  liberty  is  found,  as  expressed  by  Chief 
Justice  Shaw,  of  Massachusetts,  “  in  the  great  Lavj  of  Humanity '' 

The  Pennsylvania  Hospital  was  in  existence  half  a  century  before 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1790,  and  it  was  in  existence  and 
operation,  as  well  as  this  Asylum,  when  the  amended  constitution  of 
1838  was  adopted.  So  that  those  gentlemen  (and  they  were  men  of 
talent  and  distinguished  ability,  in  both  conventions,  and  especially 
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the  convention  of  1790,)  who  formed  this  constitution  had  the  practice 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  before  them  ;  and  the  late  convention  had 
before  them,  in  addition  to  that,  the  practice  of  this  Asylum.  I  then 
negative  the  proposition,  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  so  to  arrest  and  confine  an  insane  man. 

Gentlemen,  these  institutions  are  the  pride  of  our  Slate  ;  they  are  the 
brightest  honors  that  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  possess.  And 
there  is  no  part  of  our  population  that  have  done  more,  that  have  ex¬ 
pended  more  time  and  more  money,  to  benefit  the  condition  of  the  insane, 
and  to  erect  and  sustain  those  institutions,  than  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Perhaps  they  have  done  more  than  any  religious  denomination  in  re¬ 
lieving  the  condition  of  this  unfortunate,  but  too  long  neglected,  class 
of  society.  I  am  not,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  for  throwing  any  impedi¬ 
ment  in  the  way  of  these  institutions  ,*  but,  at  the  same  time,  as  I  shall 
show  you,  they  are  subject  to  visitations  by  the  law  of  the  land  like 
everything  else,  and  if  they  are  abused  they  are  amenable  to  the  com¬ 
mon  law. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  this  is  the  first  instance  of  alleged 
oppression  in  any  of  these  humane  or  meritorious  institutions.  If  wrong 
has  been  done,  they  are  open  to  the  examination  of  the  civil  courts,  and 
the  question  will  be,  in  each  particular  case.  Whether  the  safety  of  the 
person  himself,  or  that  of  his  family,  or  friends  or  neighbors,  required 
that  he  should  be  restrained  for  a  time,  and  whether  restraint  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  his  restoration,  or  will  be  conducive  thereto?  This  is  a  great 
question.  In  considering  this  question  of  restraint,  we  must  not  fall 
into  the  vulgar  error,  that  a  person  is  not  to  be  considered  insane  when 
he  does  not  always  show  wildness  in  his  conduct,  in  his  every  day 
transactions.  It  is  now  ascertained,  and  well  established  by  the  in¬ 
vestigation  of  learned  men,  and  the  light  of  science,  that  a  person  may 
show  shrewdness  in  his  business,  and  intelligence  and  cunning  in  his 
arguments,  and  still  be  decidedly  insane  on  some  one  or  more  subjects; 
and  if  confinement  and  restraint,  with  regular  medical  treatment,  are 
necessary  for  the  restoration  of  such  a  person  to  a  perfectly  sound 
mind,  they  are  the  best  friends  of  the  party  who  enforce  if.  Illusions, 
which  are  deceptive  appearances,  and  false  shows  and  hallucinations 
which  are  the  acts,  enlightening  the  mind,  sometimes  exist  in  persons 
who  appear  sound  to  the  generality  of  their  neighbors.  This  species 
of  insanity  will  show  itself  in  outbreaks  of  passion,  occasionally  in 
sullenness,  and  in  various  ways  to  the  parents,  wife,  and  children  of 
a  man,  when  those  who  frequently  visit  him  will  not  discover  it.  I 
entertain  for  our  insane  hospitals  the  highest  gratitude ;  they  often  con¬ 
fer  on  the  miserable  and  unfortunate  maniac  the  restoration  of  mind 
and  health ;  and  those  who  erected  them  with  their  money,  and  who 
devote  their  time  and  attention  to  those  institutions  of  benevolence  and 
charity  at  no  profit  to  themselves,  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise. 
Our  Legislature  are  now  erecting  at  Harrisburg  an  asylum  for  the 
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insane  poor,  the  first  appropriation  for  which  was,  I  think  (one  hun- 
dred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,)  at  the  expense  of  the  tax  payers  of 
the  State. 

I  return  to  the  question  whether  or  not  Morgan  Hinchman  was  par¬ 
tially  insane.  That  question  is  for  you  to  determine  from  the  evidence, 
and  in  calling  your  attention  to  this  I  call  it  to  the  whole  evidence. 
For  me  to  read  the  whole  evidence  to  you  it  would  take  a  day  or  two, 
and  it  has  been  so  recently  discussed,  so  recently  and  so  elaborately 
considered  by  the  counsel  on  both  sides,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary. 
Your  minds  have  been  kept  to  this  cause  as  closely  as  1  could  occupy 
them,  from  the  commencement  to  the  present  time.  But,  gentlemen, 
I  ask  you  this  question ;  did  not  Morgan  Hinchman’s  mother  and  his 
wife  think  that  he  was  insane?  Was  it  not  at  their  instance  that  he 
was  removed  to  the  Asylum?  It  is  urged  by  the  learned  counsel  [Mr. 
Brown,]  who  last  addressed  you,  “  that  the  wife  had  no  hand  in  it,  and 
was  imposed  on.”  I  am  unable  to  discover  in  the  evidence  any  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  position.  Is  there  not  evidence  that  Samuel  Richie  said 
he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  unless  it  was  the  desire  of  Mrs. 
Morgan  Hinchman?  Does  not  the  whole  evidence  show  that  she  was 
at  Mrs.  Eliza  W.  Hinchman’s  when  the  whole  matter  was  concocted, 
when  the  determination  was  come  to,  to  take  Morgan  Hinchman  to  the 
Asylum?  You  have  heard  who  were  there.  There  is  one  thing  that 
struck  me  as  remarkable.  This  old  lady  seems  to  be  no  common 
woman.  It  appears  she  was  left  a  widow  when  she  was  a  young 
woman,  with  five  or  six  very  young  children.  On  the  death  of  her 
husband,  her  means  were  not  very  extensive,  and  yet  some  of  her 
children  appear  in  court,  and  they  have  an  education  and  intelligence 
which  would  do  credit  to  the  most  wealthy  of  the  commonwealth.  You 
have  the  testimony  of  the  mother,  and  you  are  the  judges  of  it.  She 
solemnly  affirms  that  she  made  the  application;  she  came  to  her  son’s 
friends  to  have  him  removed  to  the  Asylum,  because  she  loved  him, 
as  she  no  doubt  did.  and  because  she  thought  it  would  improve  his 
health.  The  affair  in  the  orchard  was  an  unfortunate  occurrence,  and 
I  submit  to  you  as  rational,  intelligent  men,  whether  it  was  possible 
that  revenge  could  rankle  in  the  mother’s  bosom  from  an  occurrence 
of  that  kind,  for  the  length  of  time.  You,  and  not  I,  are  to  judge  of  it. 
Although  the  mother  did  not  visit  the  son,  yet  the  son,  occasionally, 
as  you  have  heard,  called  on  her  on  business.  And  is  it  possible  that 
such  a  diabolical  spirit  of  revenge  could  exist  in  a  mother’s  heart  such 
a  length  of  time?  That  she  gave  her  sanction  to  his  removal  to  the 
Asylum;  that  it  was  at  her  desire,  that  he  was  removed  thither;  that 
he  was  the  great  cause  of  that  removal;  is  to  me  manifest,  but  I  submit 
that  to  you. 

With  regard  to  the  wife,  the  evidence  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  that 
she  was  a  mild,  a  kind,  an  affectionate  wife ;  she  was  the  wife  of  his 
bosom ;  she  was  the  mother  of  his  children  ;  his  partner  for  life  for 
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better  and  for  worse.  If  he  was  subject  to  spells  of  unhappiness  and 
disorder,  she  knew  it  belter  than  all  others.  I  submit  to  you  that  she 
knew  the  very  throbbing  and  pulsations  of  his  heart,  and  that  if  he 
was  disturbed  and  disordered,  if  he  was  agitated  with  disease,  she 
knew  it  best.  Why  did  she  consent  to  his  being  sent  to  the  Asylum? 
What  loving,  kind,  and  affectionate  wife  ever  desired  to  destroy  her 
own  happiness  by  disgracing  or  distressing  her  husbaad  1  Gentlemen, 
I  make  these  observations  to  you,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  your  minds, 
because  this  case  presents  some  features  that  are  very  extraordinary 
indeed.  What,  then,  was  the  object  of  placing  Morgan  Hinchman  in 
the  Asylum  ?  Was  his  mind  diseased,  as  Dr.  Evans  informs  you?  and 
was  it  to  restore  him  to  health,  wife  and  family,  and  friends  and  happi¬ 
ness,  that  he  was  confined  in  the  Asylum,  or  was  it  for  some  mercenary 
purpose,  as  is  alleged  ?  If  it  was  for  his  benefit,  as  his  friends  honestly 
believed,  and  had  reasonable  cause  for  that  belief,  that  he  was  partially 
insane,  and  you  are  satisfied  of  that  insanity  ;  this  action  will  not  lie, 
and  cannot  be  maintained.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  was  placed 
there  for  a  mercenary  purpose,  if  he  was  placed  there,  as  alledged,  for 
obtaining  a  deed  of  trust  of  his  property,  for  his  wife  and  children, 
the  plaintiff  will  be  entitled  to  your  verdict.  The  first  evidence  which 
tends  to  support  the  mercenary  view  of  the  case  is  that  of  Jonathan 
Smith.  He  says,  he  thinks  he  heard  Morgan  Hinchman  and  Mr. 
Garrett  talking  about  a  deed  of  trust,  and  settling  affairs.  “  It  was 
Mr.  Garrett,”  said  Mr.  Smith,  “  I  heard  say  it  ;  then  he  said  he  would 
be  well  enough  in  a  short  time,  and  get  out ;  on  the  cross-examination 
on  that  point,  he  added,  “  as  I  passed  through,  Garrett  said,  ‘  that  if  he 
would  sign  the  deed  he  would  soon  be  well,  and  all  would  then  be 
right,  and  then  he’d  get  out.’  ”  You  have  heard  Mr.  Benjamin  Hinch¬ 
man.  He  says  that  in  a  conversation  with  Edward  Richie,  about  an 
interview  with  Margaret  Hinchman,  Edward  Richie  said,  that  “  if 
Morgan  Hinchman  would  allow  his  property  to  remain  in  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  his  family,  he  might  come  out  of  the  Asylum  as  soon  as  he 
pleased,”  and  that  he  (Richie)  w'ished  “  that  Morgan  would  put  his 
property  in  trust,  and  then  there  would  be  no  objections  to  his  coming 
out.”  You  have  also  heard  what  the  wife  said,  or  what  Mr.  Benjamin 
Hinchman  said  that  she  said  to  him.  He  says  that  she  said,  “that  if 
he  (Morgan)  assigned  it  (his  property)  over  he  might  come  out,  but  if 
not,  he  might  get  out  as  he  could.”  You  have  also  heard  the  conver¬ 
sation  which  Abraham  Sink  heard  between  Dr.  Worthington  and 
Hinchman.  He  (Sink)  says:  “  I  have  heard  Dr.  Worthington  speak  of 
his  property;  Dr.  Worthington  advised  him  (Hinchman)  to  give  up 
his  property  ;  that  he  would  not  live  with  such  a  woman  like  her  again; 
but  would  go  to  Texas;  property  without  liberty  would  be  of  no  use 
to  him.”  If,  then,  Morgan  Hinchman  was  placed  in  this  Asylum  for 
the  mercenary  purpose  of  getting  him  to  convey  his  property  in  any 
way,  it  was  a  foul  conspiracy  ;  if  it  was  honestly  and  conscientiously 
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done  lor  the  purpose  of  restoring  him  to  health,  they  conscientiously 
believing  him  to  be  diseased,  and  you  should  be  of  that  opinion,  it  pre¬ 
sents  a  case  in  which,  as  I  have  told  you,  the  patients  may  be  taken  in 
charge  by  relations  and  friends,  by  wives  and  by  mothers.  And  if  I 
have  a  wish  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  if  it  should  please  God  to  visit 
me  with  such  a  misfortune,  I  would  hope  that  my  wife  and  my  children 
would  cause  me  to  be  removed  to  one  of  these  institutions,  which  are 
an  honor  and  a  blessing  to  your  city  and  county. 

It  appears  that  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife,  when  they  were  married, 
were  about  equal  in  wealth.  Me  very  generously  executed  a  deed  of 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife,  but  unfortunately  there  was  a  power 
of  revocation.  And  I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  and  all  who  hear  me,  that 
if  any  one  wants  to  settle  any  property  on  his  wife  and  his  children, 
he  will  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  husband  or  wife  to  alter  or  change  it, 
because  my  own  observation  is  this :  I  never  knew  one  instance  in  the 
whole  course  of  my  life,  where  the  husband  could  not  by  some  means 
or  other  obtain  the  consent  of  his  wife  to  make  a  change ;  he  will  do 
it  by  love  or  affection,  or  if  that  will  not  do,  he  will  too  often  do  it  by 
bad  treatment.  They  (Hinchman  and  wife)  did  change  it,  and  that 
property  possibly  depreciated  in  value,  as  you  have  heard  ,*  his  money 
wasted  some,  no  doubt.  Whether  the  wife,  and  the  friends  of  the 
wife,  wished  to  obtain  for  her  permanent  possession  of  the  property, 
by  placing  him  in  an  Asylum,  in  order  to  secure  to  her  a  competency, 
is  for  you  to  determine.  And  if  they  did  pursue  that  course,  and  if 
you  are  satisfied  that  he  was  a  sane  man,  or,  rather,  that  he  w'as  not 
an  insane  man,  it  was  a  mercenary  purpose,  and  one  which  wdll  sup¬ 
port  the  narr. 

Now,  gentlemen,  as  you  will  see,  I  have  reduced  this  cause  to  a  sim¬ 
ple  inquiry;  I  have  endeavored  to  bring  it  before  you  in  the  simplest 
possible  form,  in  order  to  lessen  your  duties  ;  and  I  consider  it  the  duty 
of  a  judge  to  bring  questions  before  a  jury  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
will  fairly  understand  and  fully  comprehend  them,  and  then  they  are 
the  persons  to  decide.  And  while  I  shall  never  permit  a  jury  to  en¬ 
croach  upon  the  right  of  court  in  matters  of  law,  I  on  the  other  hand 
shall  be  the  last  man  to  meddle  wdth  a  jury  on  matters  of  fact. 

I  shall  now  as  briefly  as  possible  answer  the  defendants’  points,  and 
they  are  really  multiplied  to  an  extraordinary  extent.  I  suppose  the 
notion  is,  that  a  man  who  comes  from  the  Allegheny  Mountains  knows 
nothing  about  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania. 

Point  1. — That  unless  the  jury  are  satisfied  that  the  defendants  pro¬ 
cured  the  commission  of  lunacy  to  be  sued  out  by  the  mother,  the 
plaintiff  cannot  recover  on  the  first  and  second  counts  in  the  narr. 

Answer. — I  agree  to  this,  with  the  exception  that  the  jury  will  re¬ 
collect  that  the  decision  to  place  him  in  the  Asylum  was  come  to  on 
the  6th  ;  that  he  was  carried  thereon  the  7th;  that  application  w'as 
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made  to  Mr.  Price  on  the  8lh  ;  and  that  the  petition  was  signed  on  the 
9lh,  and  immediately  forwarded  to  Doylestown.  The  jury  will  judge 
whether  the  proof  is  such  as  to  satisfy  them  that  it  was  a  part  of  the 
original  concoction  to  take  out  the  commission  of  lunacy,  and  to  take  it 
out  for  an  improper  purpose. 

Point  2. — ^That  the  suing  out  of  a  commission  of  lunacy  cannot  be 
grounds  for  this  action,  unless  it  was  done  or  procured  to  be  done  by 
the  defendants,  and  was  done  by  them  malici(yuMy  and  without  •pro¬ 
bable  cause  for  believing  the  plaintiff  to  be  deranged,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  plaintiff  to  establish  both  malice,  on  the  part  of  the  defen¬ 
dants,  and  the  want  of  probable  cause. 

Answer. — I  accede  that  the  suing  of  the  commission  was  a  legal 
proceeding ;  and  the  plaintiff  must  for  that  show  malice  and  the  want 
of  probable  cause. 

Point  3. — The  defendants  cannot  be  found  guilty  under  the  second 
count,  unless  it  is  proved  that  they  did  conspire  to  take  the  plaintiff  and 
confine  him  in  the  Asylum,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  some  of  the 
defendants  to  get  possession  of  his  property — that  being  the  conspiracy 
charged  in  that  count. 

Answer. — The  conspiracy  must  be  substantially  proved  as  averred 
in  the  count,  that  two  or  more  of  them  did  conspire  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  some  of  the  defendants  to  gel  possession  of  his  property  as 
charged. 

Point  4. — That  the  defendants  cannot  be  found  guilty  under  the 
third  or  fourth  counts,  unless  it  is  proved  that  the  defendants  conspired 
to  confine  the  plaintiff,  to  get  possession  of  his  property,  and  to  compel 
him  to  settle  the  same  on  his  wife  and  children. 

Answer. — I  have  already  substantially  instructed  the  jury  as  desired 
upon  this  point — that  the  plaintiff  must  substantially  prove  the  case  he 
sets  out  in  the  declaration. 

Point  5. — If  the  defendants  believed  that  the  plaintiff  was  deranged, 
and  required  for  his  recovery  medical  treatment  under  restraint,  the 
verdict  must  be  for  the  defendants. 

Answer, — The  general  charge  instructs  the  jury  on  this  point ;  I 
accede  to  it. 

Point  6. — That  the  taking  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  Asylum,  and  his 
detention  there,  even  if  unlawful,  and  a  trespass,  are  not  acts  for  which 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  in  this  form  of  action. 

Answer, — Certainly  not ;  unless  there  was  conspiracy  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 
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Point  7.— That  if  the  defendants  acted  under  circumstances  such  as 
would  have  induced  a  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  to  believe  the  plain¬ 
tiff  insane,  and  requiring  medical  treatment  in  an  Asylum,  the  plaintiff’ 
cannot  recover. 

Ansvjer. — I  accede  to  this,  if  the  jury  find  it  was  their  only  motive 
to  restore  him  in  health  and  soundness  to  his  family. 

Point  8.- — That  the  application  of  the  wife  and  mother,  accompanied 
by  their  statement  that  the  plaintiff  was  deranged,  constitute  probable 
cause,  if  circumstances  warrant  a  reasonable  belief  of  insanity  or  un¬ 
soundness  of  mind. 

Answer, — There  are  no  relations  so  near  or  dear  to  the  affections  of 
a  man  as  his  wife  and  mother,  and  every  presumption  is  in  favor  of 
their  affection  and  regard,  until  the  contrary  is  shown.  I  cannot  say, 
under  the  immense  mass  of  contradictory  evidence  in  this  cause,  that 
the  application  of  the  wife  and  mother,  accompanied  by  their  state¬ 
ment  that  the  plaintiff  was  deranged,  constitutes  probable  cause.  I 
leave  it  to  the  jury  to  determine  whether  circumstances  proved  warrant 
a  reasonable  belief  of  insanity  or  unsoundness  of  mind.  I  can  only 
say  that  if  he  was  insane  it  was  probable  cause. 

Pmnt  9. — That,  if  even  there  were  any  evidence  of  any  of  the 
plaintiff’s  property  having  been  disposed  of  by  any  of  the  defendants, 
and  the  proceeds  not  accounted  for,  it  would  not  be  evidence  to  sup¬ 
port  this  action. 

Answer. — It  is  not  evidence  to  prove  a  conspiracy  and  support  the 
action ;  but,  if  a  conspiracy  is  proved,  the  fact  done  in  furtherance  of 
it  would  be  evidence  to  increase  the  damages. 

Point  10. — Knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy  must  be 
brought  home  to  every  defendant,  otherwise  his  acts  do  not  make  him 
a  party  to  the  conspiracy. 

Ansicer. — It  does  not,  unless  the  act  is  done  in  pursuance  of  the 
originally  concerted  plan,  and  with  a  reference  to  the  common  object. 
If  it  is  done  in  furtherance  of  the  common  purpose,  he  is  in  law  a  party 
without  regard  to  the  time  he  entered,  which  is  for  the  jury. 

Point  11. — Receiving  a  patient  with  the  usual  certificate  and  order 
of  the  Asylum,  unless  known  that  he  was  brought  there  by  a  malicious 
and  unlawful  conspiracy,  does  not  make  the  superintendent  and  resi¬ 
dent  physician  conspirators. 

Answer. — Certainly  not,  as  to  the  abstract  fact,  it  does  not  make 
the  superintendent  and  resident  physician  conspirators,  unless  they  re¬ 
port  corruptly  to  the  managers  to  keep  the  patient  there  in  furtherance 
of  the  conspiracy. 
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Foint  12^, — Signing  an  order  of  admission  of  a  patient,  on  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  his  mother,  accompanied  with  the  certificate  of  a  regular 
physician  in  the  usual  form,  and  in  the  usual  bond,  is  no  evidence  of 
being  a  party  to  the  conspiracy  laid  in  the  narr. 

Answer, — To  this  I  accede  fully  as  to  the  abstract  question. 

Point  13. — Signing  a  certificate  by  a  medical  man,  that  he  believes 
the  party  to  be  insane,  is  no  evidence  of  being  a  co-conspirator  unless 
previous  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  malicious  conspiracy  is 
brought  home  to  him. 

Answer, — I  fully  accede  to  this. 

Point  14. — None  of  these  defendants  can  be  made  answerable  for 
any  act  done  while  serving  on  the  inquest  as  one  of  its  members,  nor 
for  his  decision  or  verdict  as  such. 

Ansiver. — I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  this  further  answer  to  the  11th, 
12th,  13th,  and  14th  points,  I  instruct  the  jury,  that  the  officers  of 
the  institution  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  an  action  for  damages ;  or 
held  responsible  in  this  action,  unless  they  had  knowledge  that  the 
plaintiff  was  sent  there  for  an  improper  purpose ;  or,  after  he  was  there, 
they  corruptly  joined  in  keeping  him  there,  for  an  improper  purpose ; 
nor  the  physician,  unless  he  gave  a  corrupt  certificate,  nor  the  jury  of 
inquest,  unless  they  had  themselves  fraudulently  placed  on  the  jury  for 
a  corrupt  purpose. 

You  understand  me,  gentlemen.  You  have  heard  the  rules  of  this 
institution  read  to  a  certain  extent.  It  is  conducted  by  twenty  mana¬ 
gers.  They  say  when  a  patient  shall  be  received,  and  when  dis¬ 
charged.  When  a  physician,  having  no  improper  connection  with  the 
matter,  honestly  gives  his  certificate  that  a  man  is  insane ;  and  con¬ 
scientiously  believes  that  he  is  insane,  he  (the  physician)  is  not  liable 
in  an  action.  If  a  man  is  a  superintendent  there,  as  was  Mr.  Garret, 
who  it  seems  was  very  kind  to  everybody  (the  only  fault  that  I  can 
see  in  him,  is  his  conduct,  in  relation  to  the  letter);  he  has  no  power 
to  refuse  receiving  a  man,  nor  has  he  any  power  to  discharge  him. 
And  unless  there  is  evidence  that  he  joined  corruptly  in  keeping  a 
man  improperly  there,  I  would  not  find  him  guilty ;  because  then  no 
man  would  accept  such  a  place ;  and  it  is  all-important  that  such  insti¬ 
tutions  should  be  kept  up,  and  that  their  officers  should  be  respectable 
and  intelligent  men.  So  with  Mr.  Warder  ;  what  did  he  do?  He  was 
one  of  the  fellow  members,  who  signed  the  order  for  the  admission  of 
Morgan  Hinchman,  and  which  on  its  face  is  all  very  regular.  Unless 
he  did  that  corruptly,  he  ought  not  to  be  answerable.  His  duty  was 
performed  when  he  gave  the  order  for  admittance  of  Hinchman  to  the 
Asylum.  And  unless  he  joined  as  a  manager  in  corruptly  keeping 
him  there  (and  the  evidence  on  that  point  ought  to  be  perfectly 
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satisfactory  before  you  find  him  guilty),  Mr.  Warder  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged.  I  will  take  up  the  case  of  all  the  defendants  in  regular  order 
hereafter.  But  to  return  to  the  defendants’  points.  We  now  come  to 
15th  and  16th  points. 

Point  15. — The  finding  of  the  inquest,  that  the  plaintiff  was  insane, 
is  a  justification  of  the  arrest  and  confinement,  so  long  as  it  is  neces¬ 
sary,  for  the  health  and  improvement  of  a  party. 

Point  16. — The  finding  of  an  inquest,  that  a  party  was  insane,  is  a 
justification  of  the  arrest  and  confinement,  so  long  as  it  is  necessary 
for  the  health  and  improvement  of  a  party. 

Answer. — These  two  points  run  into  each  other,  and  they  will  be 
answered  together.  The  inquest,  as  well  as  the  whole  proceedings, 
has  been  attacked  on  the  ground  of  fraud.  The  most  solemn  records 
have  been,  may  be,  and  will  be  set  aside  on  that  ground.  Fraud  may 
poison  a  record,  which  may  include  the  solemn  finding  of  a  jury,  as 
well  as  a  deed  or  any  species  of  contract.  The  allegation  is  here, 
that  the  whole  proceeding,  done  under  circumstances  of  contrivances, 
the  selection  was  said  to  be  fraudulent.  If  so,  the  whole  proceeding 
was  fraudulent,  and  that  they  were  an  illegal  body,  sitting  on  a  sound 
and  sane  man,  in  an  insane  asylum,  for  a  corrupt  or  illegal  purpose. 
If,  on  the  evidence,  the  jury  should  be  of  that  opinion,  then  I  instruct 
you  that  the  fraudulent  finding  of  the  jury  was  no  justification,  before 
it  was  set  aside,  of  a  fraudulent  arrest.  If  you  find  to  the  contrary, 
that  there  was  no  fraud,  then  the  finding  was  primd  facie  evidence, 
before  it  was  set  aside,  and  the  position  of  the  defendants’  counsel  is 
correct. 

Point  17. — The  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  Bucks  County,  and  the 
court  only,  had  authority  to  direct  to  whom,  and  what  notice  should  be 
given  of  the  inquest;  and  if  no  such  notice  was  given,  the  omission 
-  cannot  be  imputed  as  a  fault  to  any  of  these  defendants. 

Answer. — I  accede  to  this;  the  act  of  the  15th  of  June,  1836,  Sec¬ 
tion  6,  Purdon,782,  provides,  that,  “It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court, 
at  the  time  of  granting  any  application,  to  make  such  order  respecting 
notice  of  the  execution  of  the  commission,  to  the  party  with  respect  to 
whom  such  commission  shall  be  issued,  or  to  some  of  his  near  relations 
or  friends,  who  are  not  concerned  in  the  application,  as  the  said  court 
shall  deem  advisable.”  It  is  true  the  court  made  no  order;  no  notice 
was  given  either  to  the  party  himself,  or  to  his  paternal  relations.  The 
first  thing  he  knew,  he  was  brought  down  and  examined  before  the 
inquest.  But  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  defendants,  but  of  the  court, 
in  not  making  the  order. 

Point  18. — The  finding  of  the  inquest,  fairly  summoned  and  having 
fairly  decided,  is  proof  of  probable  cause. 
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Answer, — This  is  answered  in  the  affirmative,  if  the  jury  believe 
that  the  defendants  were  actuated  by  no  improper  motives,  in  arresting 
and  confining  this  man  ,•  and  it  was  not  done  to  prevent  a  fair  trial, 
I  accede  to  this  point. 

Point  19. — -If  the  jury  believe  that  the  defendants  acted  at  the  so¬ 
licitation  of  the  plaintiff’s  wife  and  mother,  and  upon  their  representa¬ 
tions  that  he  was  insane,  without  malice  or  interested  motive^  the  plain¬ 
tiff  cannot  recover  in  this  action. 

Answer, — This  point  is  fully  answered  in  the  general  charge. 

Mr.  Griscom  thinks  his  brother  (Dr.  Griscom,)  stands  on  different 
ground  from  the  other  defendants,  and  has  put  ten  additional  points  to 
the  court.  The  jury  will  take  the  answers  already  given  according 
as  they  apply  to  Dr.  Griscom’s  case,  but  I  will  examine  them  and  give 
such  further  answers  as  I  deem  necessary. 

First. — That  if  the  jury  are  satisfied  from  the  evidence,  that  Dr. 
Griscom  had  no  acquaintance,  connection,  nor  consultation,  with  the 
other  defendants,  nor  any  of  them,  nor  with  any  other  person  or  per¬ 
sons  with  reference  to  the  taking  or  placing  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  Asy¬ 
lum  previously  to  that  design  having  been  matured  and  acted  upon  by 
others — and  then  only  gave  professional  opinion  at  the  request  of  the 
mother  and  wife,  without  any  connection,  concurrence,  or  co-operation 
with  any  of  the  other  defendants — then  he  is  not  liable. 

Answer, — If  the  jury  find  that  such  are  the  facts,  I  accede  to  it. 

Second. — There  is  nothing  alleged  against  Dr.  Griscom  (according 
to  Mr.  Perkins’  summing  up)  in  the  argument  for  plaintiff,  except  that 
he  advised  the  plaintiff  to  acquiesce  in  the  design  of  those  who  did  take 
him ;  and  all  the  proof  shows  that  any  advice  which  he  gave  was  im¬ 
parted  to  plaintiff  by  Dr.  Griscom  solely  and  purely  with  a  view  to  the 
good — the  medical  aid  and  benefit  of  the  plaintiff — the  medical  opinion 
and  advice  thus  imparted  being  entirely  independent  of  the  idea  of  plain¬ 
tiff*  going  to  the  Asylum  as  a  part  of  the  treatment  unless  at  his  (plain¬ 
tiff’s)  own  free  will  and  choice. 

Answer, — If  the  jury  find  the  facts  as  stated,  I  agree  to  this. 

Third. — That  the  jury  may  presume  from  all  the  testimony  taken 
together,  and  particularly  that  of  Eliza  W.  Hinchman  as  well,  that  Dr. 
Griscom  went  to  the  tavern  to  oppose  as  well  as  to  forward  any  design 
to  take  the  plaintiff  to  the  Asylum,  unless  by  his,  (plaintiff’s)  free  will 
and  choice.  Mrs.  Hinchman’s  testimony  showing  that  he  declined 
advising  such  a  course,  (when  he  referred  her  to  friends  of  her  own 
meeting;)  and  that,  so  far  as  any  action  or  advice  of  his  went,  it  is  not 
shown  that  he  did,  while  there,  approve  of  any  resort  to  compulsion, 
and  that,  if  not,  he  is  not  liable. 
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Answer. — It  is  for  the  jury  to  say  how  Dr.  Griscom  went  there,  and 
what  part  he  took. 

Fourth. — That,  as  there  is  no  proof  that  Dr.  Griscom  ever  had  any 
knowledge  or  connection,  or  in  any  way  was  ever  consulted  or  conferred 
with  by  the  other  defendants,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  person  whatever, 
with  regard  to  ihe  property,  or  any  disposition  of  it,  or  any  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  or  domestic  affairs  of  the  plaintiff,  or  any  subject  relating  to  these 
subjects,  at  any  time ;  but  that  the  proof  is  positively  and  clearly  the 
contrary,  by  Eliza  W.  Hinchman’s  testimony,  and  all  the  evidence  in 
the  cause,  he  cannot  be  held  liable  on  these  charges. 

Answer. — The  jury  are  the  judges  of  the  motives,  and  the  part  Dr. 
Griscom  took,  and  will  apply  the  law  to  the  case  as  already  explained. 

Fifth. — That  malice  express  or  implied  is  essential,  and  that  it  can¬ 
not  be  presumed  against  Dr.  Griscom  from  all  the  testimony,  but  al¬ 
together  the  contrary. 

Answer. — This  is  a  question  for  the  jury. 

Sixth. — That  the  professional  advice,  or  opinion  of  a  physician, 
given  to  any  one  to  whom  he  is  called  to  give  it,  honestly  and  truly, 
with  intention  to  benefit  the  health  of  the  person  advised,  without  any 
other  action  on  the  physician’s  part,  (excluding  the  idea  of  mal-practice, 
of  course,)  cannot,  in  any  case,  subject  the  physician  to  an  action,  or 
damages. 

Answer. — Undoubtedly,  where  a  physician  gives  a  certificate  honest¬ 
ly  and  hona  fide,  he  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  damages. 

Seventh. — That  any  opinion  expressed  by  Dr.  Griscom,  as  to  the 
care  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  can  no  more  subject  him  to  punishment 
or  damages  as  a  conspirator,  than  can  the  opinion  entertained,  express¬ 
ed,  and  acted  on  by  Dr.  Evans,  subject  him  thereto. 

Answer. — The  first  part  is  a  matter  of  fact  for  the  jury  to  determine ; 
and  if  they  find  that  he  was  a  sane  man,  and  there  was  a  conspiracy, 
and  his  acts  were  in  furtherance  of  that  conspiracy,  he  is  a  con¬ 
spirator. 

Eighth. — Dr.  Griscom  cannot  be  made  liable,  unless  the  jury  are 
satisfied  from  the  evidence  that  he  entered  at  some  time  into  the  con¬ 
spiracy,  with  the  common  design  or  purpose,  with  others,  to  effect 
what  is  laid  in  the  declaration — to  wit :  To  seize  and  incarcerate  the 
plaintiff,  to  get  possession  of  his  property  ;  compel  him  to  make  dis¬ 
position  of  his  property ;  to  corrupt  and  pervert  the  mother’s  and  the 
wife’s  minds,  to  turn  them  against  the  plaintiff;  to  influence  the  mother 
to  sign  and  affirm  to  the  petition  to  institute  proceedings  in  lunacy,  &c, 
&c.  (See  1  Greenleqfon  Ev.,  sec.  111.) 
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Answer, — If  the  jury  find  the  facts  as  there  stated,  undoubtedly  he 
ought  not  to  be  liable.  I  agree  to  this. 

Ninth. — That  conspiracy  is  the  gist  of  the  action. 

Answer. — I  concur  in  this. 

Tenth. — That  malice.,  want  of  probable  cause.,  and  damage  to  the 
plaintiff,  must  all  concur  and  be  proved  to  enable  plaintiff  to  recover. 

Answer. — I  do  not  exactly  go  that  far.  This  is  true,  if  the  jury 
believe  he  was  honestly  placed  in  the  Asylum  for  the  re*establishment 
of  his  health  and  mind. 

Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  will  take  up  each  defendant’s  case, 
commencing  with  that  of  Dr.  Griscom. 

From  all  that  appears  in  this  case  he  is  a  man  of  excellence  and 
worth.  It  appears  that  he  was  the  physician  of  Morgan  Hinchman, 
his  family,  and  of  his  mother,  and  that  he  was  the  friend  of  Morgan 
Hinchman.  The  mother  went  to  him  and  asked  him  to  go  to  the  Red 
Lion  Hotel.  There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  she  communicated 
anything  to  him  except  that  her  son  was  insane,  and  that  he  was 
about  to  be  taken  to  the  Asylum.  Now,  was  he  honest  in  that  im¬ 
pression?  If  he  was  honest  in  it,  and  if  he  really  did  nothing  hut 
clap  him  on  the  back  and  say,  “Come,  my  good  fellow;  you  are 
insane,  go  to  the  Asylum,  and  go  peaceably  and  quietly,” — if  that  is 
all  that  Dr.  Griscom  did,  I  would  be  inclined  to  say  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  found  guilty,  and  I  presume  the  jury  will  not  convict  him 
under  these  circumstances.  But  if  the  jury  believe  that  by  his  pre¬ 
sence,  his  aid  and  appearance,  Morgan  Hinchman  was  induced  to 
yield  to  the  plans  of  those  who  had  assembled  there  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  him  to  the  Asylum,  and  if  they  believe  that  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  was  of  a  perfectly  sound  mind,  and  that  he  was  taken  from  that 
tavern  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  from  him  a  conveyance  of  his  pro¬ 
perty  for  the  benefit  of  his  family ;  if  Morgan,  in  consequence  of  the 
presence  and  acts  of  Dr.  Griscom,  was  prevented  from  clearing  out 
and  running  away,  then  you  must  consider  Dr.  Griscom  a  party  to  the 
transaction,  and  I  submit  it  to  you  upon  those  principles.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  Dr.  Griscom  is  a  most  excellent  man,  these  defendants  are 
all  gentlemen,  and  clever  men.  I  have  no  douht  some  of  them  acted 
hastily,  and  I  will  put  the  case  as  fairly  for  them  as  they  can  possibly 
ask,  or  any  citizen  require;  that  if  the  action  was  bona  Jide,  and  they 
had  reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  an  insane 
man,  and  required  restraint  and  confinement,  they  ought  to  be  dis¬ 
charged.  And  this  is  the  first  time  that  the  question  has  been  decided 
in  Pennsylvania  to  this  extent. 

But  if  the  restraint  and  confinement  of  plaintiff  were  effected  for  a 
mercenary  object,  of  which  you  are  to  determine  from  the  evidence,  of 
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which  you  and  not  I  aro  to  judge,  it  is  a  difierent  case,  and  an  action 
for  damages  will  lie. 

The  jury  will  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  their  duty  to  find  in  favor  of 
those  defendants  against  whom  there  is  no  proper  evidence,  and  who 
do  not  come  within  the  principle  on  which  they  have  been  instructed, 
as  conspirators.  As  to  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  my  mind  has  been  and 
still  is  strongly  inclined  in  her  favor,  and  I  will  submit  her  case  to  you. 
She  was  present  at  her  mother’s  when  it  was  decided  to  take  her  bro¬ 
ther,  Morgan  Hinchman,  to  the  Asylum.  There  is  no  evidence,  that  I 
can  discover,  that  this  daughter  said  anything;  there  is  no  evidence 
that  she  opened  her  lips  on  that  occasion ;  and  it  could  scarcely  be  ex¬ 
pected,  that  she  would  resist  her  aged  mother.  And,  unless  there  is 
evidence  that  she  encouraged  her  mother,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  would 
not  convict  the  child  of  any  woman,  under  such  circumstances,  of  a 
conspiracy.  You  understand  me,  gentlemen.  There  was  no  evidence 
that  she  encouraged  her  mother ;  if  there  was,  it  would  have  presented 
a  different  case.  She  was  present;  and  is  it  really  to  be  expected 
that  an  amiable  daughter  would  resist  a  venerable  mother  in  a  thing 
of  that  kind  1  You,  gentlemen,  will  judge  of  her  on  the  principles  I 
have  stated. 

Mr.  Garrett  is  the  superintendent  of  the  Asylum ;  as  I  have  already 
remarked  on  this  case,  this  gentleman  had  no  discretion  at  all  under 
the  rules  of  the  institution.  If  he  did  say  what  you  heard  about  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman’s  conveying  his  property,  he  had  no  power  to  discharge 
him;  and  is  not  that  a  circumstance  in  his  favor?  And  unless  the 
jury  are  satisfied  from  the  evidence  that  he  afterwards  joined  and  com¬ 
bined  to  keep  Morgan  Hinchman  illegally  in  confinement  they  should 
find  in  his  favor.  The  same  principle  applies  to  the  case  of  Dr. 
Worthington;  and  unless  he  joined  in  the  conspiracy  after  Morgan’s 
confinement,  he  also  ought  to  be  discharged.  He  had  no  power  to 
discharge  any  patient ;  he  could  only  report  to  Dr  Evans.  And  unless 
there  is  some  evidence  that  he  acted  corruptly  in  reporting  to  Dr. 
Evans,  the  visiting  physician,  the  jury  should  find  in  his  favor.  It 
seems  to  me,  and  I  have  said,  that,  my  feelings  are  in  favor  of  the 
Asylum,  unless  there  was  evidence  of  a  concocted  plan. 

Benjamin  H.  Warder  is  in  precisely  the  same  situation  as  Dr. 
Worthington,  and  Philip  Garret  the  superintendent.  According  to  the 
rules  of  the  institution  it  seems  that  it  was  his  duty  to  give  an  order  for 
the  admission  of  any  patient  on  the  certificate  of  a  respectable  physi¬ 
cian.  Unless  he  did  some  corrupt  act  to  further  the  confinement  of  a 
sane  man  you  ought  to  give  a  verdict  in  his  favor. 

As  for  Dr.  Kite,  if  he  were  not  in  the  original  conspiracy,  and  gave 
a  conscientious  certificate,  I  would  not  hold  him  responsible ;  nor  do  I 
see  the  legal  principle  upon  which  he  can  be  convicted.  His  convic¬ 
tion  would  deter  physicians  from  giving  these  certificates,  and  have  an 
unhappy  efiect  upon  society.  But  really  did  he  give  a  corrupt  certifi- 
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cate  ?  If  the  jury  believe  that  Dr.  Kite  did  give  a  corrupt  certificate 
it  would  materially  alter  the  case,  and  there  is  one  thing  that  makes 
against  him  :  he  stated,  according  to  the  evidence,  that  he  had  not  seen 
the  patient  in  four  months ;  this  I  think  is  the  strongest  feature  in  his 
case.  The  rules  of  the  institution  do  not  require  that  the  certificate 
should  state  when  the  examination,  upon  which  it  was  based,  was 
made.  The  British  statute  requires  that  the  certificate  should  state 
when  the  examination  was  made,  which  must  not  have  been  made 
more  than  seven  days  previous  to  the  date  of  the  certificate ;  and  these 
two  physicians  must  be  present  at  the  examination.  If  the  managers 
of  this  institution  would  take  my  advice,  they  would  adopt  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  the  British  statute,  and  require  that  all  examinations  should  be 
personal,  and  it  should  be  stated  on  the  certificate  when  they  were 
made.  However,  gentlemen,  it  is  for  you  to  judge  of  Dr.  Kite.  For 
the  mere  giving  of  the  certificate  T  would  not  find  him  guilty,  unless 
you  believe  he  certified  falsely.  If  he  acted  conscientiously,  1  think 
he  ought  to  be  discharged. 

I  put  Mr.  Biddle  on  the  same  principle;  if  he  acted  honestly  as  a 
juror,  he  is  not  liable,  and  ought  not  to  be  held  liable ;  but  if  he  had 
himself  placed  on  that  jury  for  the  purpose  of  having  Morgan  Hinch- 
man  convicted  of  insanity,  then  he  comes  in  with  the  others.  If  you 
believe,  as  the  Sheriff  swears,  that  the  jury  was  fairly  selected,  and 
Mr.  Biddle  was  fairly  placed  on  it,  then  you  ought  to  discharge  him, 
and  I  leave  him  with  the  rest  to  you. 

With  regard  to  Thomas  Wistar,  Jr.,  his  first  appearance  in  this 
drama  was  after  the  confinement  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  after  the 
sale  of  his  property.  For,  although  one  witness  thought  he  saw  him 
at  the  sale,  I  think  it  is  clearly  proved  he  was  not  there  ;  however,  that 
is  for  you  to  decide.  I'here  certainly  is  no  evidence  that  he  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  original  concoction.  The  mother  wanted  to  see  him,  but 
did  not.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  that  he  had  anything  to 
do  with  placing  Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  Asylum.  All  his  acts  are 
subsequent  to  that  transaction  ;  he  did  nothing  but  acts  of  kindness  to 
M  rs.  Hinchman  ;  who,  say  what  you  please,  is  an  unfortunate  woman  ; 
and  I  certainly  would  not  convict  him  of  conspiracy  for  doing  acts  of 
kindness,  after  the  conspiracy  had  been  concocted  ;  if  a  conspiracy 
was  formed,  he  w?:s  not  present,  unless  those  acts  of  kindness  tended 
to  further  the  conspiracy,  and  were  designed  for  that  purpose.  1  then 
say,  that  if  the  jury  are  satisfied  that  Thomas  Wistar  did  nothing  to 
further  the  common  design,  he  ought  to  be  discharged,  and  I  submit  it 
to  you,  gentlemen,  that,  if  there  was  a  conspiracy,  Samuel  and  Edward 
Richie,  as  well  ns  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker  were  at  its  concoction. 
Mr.  Lippincoft,  Mr.  Elkinton,  and  Mr.  Whitall,  were  not  there,  but 
they  went  to  the  tavern  in  Philadelphia,  and  helped  to  arrest  this  man. 
For  these  six  gentlemen,  I  have  nothing  to  add.  If  you  believe,  that 
on  the  7th  of  January,  1847,  Morgan  Hinchman  was  a  sane  man,  and 
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they,  (or  any  of  them,)  maliciously  caused  him  to  be  arrested  and  im¬ 
prisoned  in  the  Frankford  Asylum,  they  are  all  by  law  subject  to  the 
consequences.  I  think  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Lippincott,  to  Mr.  VVhitall,  and 
to  Mr.  Elkinton  to  say,  that  I  am  fully  satisfied,  in  my  own  mind,  that 
they  had  no  intentions  to  violate  the  law  of  the  land.  But  if  the 
Richies,  with  the  mother,  had  this  man  arrested,  when  you  are  satisfied 
that  he  was  perfectly  sane,  their  joining  in  the  act  of  arresting  him  and 
taking  him  to  the  Asylum,  makes  them  by  law  principals,  and  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  exonerate  them.  I  cannot  change  the  law.  I  am 
bound,  as  I  am  answerable  to  my  God  and  to  my  country,  to  declare 
the  law  as  I  believe  it  to  be.  1  have  done  so  ;  and,  however  hard  I 
may  think  it,  I  cannot  help  it;  they  are  principals,  if  it  was  a  corrupt 
design,  to  take  a  sane  man  to  an  insane  asylum. 

To  conclude,  I  have  told  you  that  if  Morgan  Hinchman  was  a  partially 
insane  man,  who  required  medical  treatment,  and  if  he  was  placed  in 
that  Asylum  for  that  purpose,  and  for  that  only,  the  plaintiff  ought  not 
to  recover.  But  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  say  to  you,  and  from  that 
duty  with  the  blessing  of  God  I  will  never  shrink,  that  it  seems  strange 
to  me,  that  a  man  who  is  sober  and  industrious,  a  good  farmer,  capable 
of  attending  closely  to  all  his  duties,  kind  to  his  wife  and  children,  but 
who,  no  doubt,  like  other  men,'' had  some  oddities,  was  insane.  In  these 
cases,  says  Chief  Justice  Gibson,  in  M’Elroy’s  case,  “  The  question 
is,  was  he  deranged  to  such  an  extent  as  to  disqualify  the  traverser  (in 
an  appeal  from  the  inquisition  of  lunacy)  from  conducting  himself  with 
personal  safety  to  himself  and  others,  and  from  managing  his  own 
affairs,  and  discharging  his  relative  duties.”  Depart  from  this  rule, 
and  where  shall  we  be?  Now,  I  have  reduced  this  cause  to  this  sim¬ 
ple  inquiry.  If  you  are  satisfied  that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  so  par¬ 
tially  insane,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  himself,  dangerous  to  his  wife, 
and  dangerous  to  his  children,  for  him  to  be  at  liberty,  and  that  these 
men  acted  from  pure  motives,  and  placed  him  in  the  Asylum  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  him  to  health — restoring  him  sound  to  his  family, 

I  hold  them  justified.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  placed  him  there  for 
a  mercenary  purpose,  they,  the  six  to  whom  I  have  referred,  and 
against  whom  there  is  some  evidence,  of  which  you  will  judge,  ought 
to  be  mulcted  in  damages. 

I  say,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  brought  this  cause  to  a  simple  issue. 
It  is  an  important  cause,  and  it  is  one  which  you  are  to  determine.  I 
want  you  to  do  it  coolly,  and  calmly,  and  deliberately,  apart  from  ex- 
citement  of  any  kind.  Judge  from  the  evidence,  judge  as  you  expect 
to  be  judged  hereafter ;  I  know  the  ground  I  have  taken,  and  that  I 
have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty  conscientiously.  If  the  man  was  a 
sane  man,  and  you  so  find,  and  they  knew  he  was  sane,  and  concocted 
the  scheme  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  deed  of  trust,  it  is  an  aggra- 
vating  case.  Yet  do  not  suffer  yourselves  to  be  carried  away;  still 
act  with  deliberation  and  coolness  ;  do  not  suffer  yourselves  to  do  in- 
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jury  by  giving  excessive  damages,  which  would  tend  to  impoverish  and 
ruin  the  families  of  the  defendants. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say.  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own 
conscience  that  I  have  done  my  duty  in  this  cause,  and  I  leave  the  re¬ 
sult  of  it  to  you. 


And  the  counsel  for  all  the  defendants,  except  Doctors  Griscom  and 
Evans,  then  tendered  the  following  exceptions,  which  were  filed. 

1.  Because  of  his  answers  to  their  1st,  6th,  7th,  8th,  10th,  15th, 
and  16th  points,  and  because  he  did  not  answer  the  18th  point. 

2.  Because  he  instructed  the  jury  that  if  they  believed  that  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1847,  Morgan  Hinchman  was  a  sane  man,  and  that 
the  defendants,  or  any  one  of  them^  maliciously  caused  him  to  be  ar¬ 
rested  and  imprisoned  in  the  Frankford  Asylum,  they  are  all  by  law 
subject  to  the  consequences. 

3.  Because  he  told  the  jury,  as  follows :  “  Now,  I  have  reduced  this 
cause  to  this  simple  inquiry,  if  you  are  satisfied  that  Morgan  Hinch¬ 
man  was  so  partially  insane,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  himself,  danger¬ 
ous  to  his  wife,  and  dangerous  to  his  children  for  him  to  be  at  liberty, 
and  these  men  acted  from  pure  motives,  and  placed  him  in  that  Asy¬ 
lum  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  him  sound  to  his  family,  I  hold  them 
justified ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  placed  him  there  for  a  mercenary 
purpose,  they,  the  six  to  whom  I  have  referred,  and  against  whom  there 
is  some  evidence,  of  which  you  will  judge,  ought  to  be  mulcted  in 
damages. 

4.  The  defendants  except  to  so  much  of  the  charge  as  relates  to 
Biddle,  Elkinton,  Lippincott,  and  Whitall. 

5.  They  further  except  generally  to  the  whole  charge ;  and  also, 

6.  Because  the  learned  Judge  instructed  the  jury  that  a  combination 
to  commit  a  trespass,  would  support  an  action  on  the  case  in  the  nature 
of  a  writ  of  conspiracy. 

J.  WMS.  for  Defendants, 

Except  Evans  and  Griscom. 
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The  jury  found  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  against  Samuel  S. 
Richie,  Edward  Richie,  John  Lippincott,  George  M.  Elkinton,  John  M. 
Whitall,  John  L.  Kite,  and  Elizabeth  R.  Shoemaker,  and  assessed  the 
damages  at  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  defen¬ 
dants,  Philip  Garret,  Joshua  H.  Worthington,  Benjamin  H.  Warder, 
Thomas  Wistar,  Jr,,  William  Biddle,  John  D.  Griscom,  and  Anna  W. 
Hinchman. 

The  counsel  for  defendants,  against  whom  a  verdict  had  been  found, 
then  moved  for  a  new  trial  and  in  arrest  of  judgment,  and  filed  the 
following  reasons. 


HINCHMAN  vs.  RICHIE,  et.  al. 

July,  1848. — No.  87. 

REASONS  FOR  NEW  TRIAL. 

1.  Because  the  jury  refused  to  discharge  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  after 
the  close  of  the  plaintiff’s  evidence,  notwithstanding  the  instructions  of 
his  Honor  that  there  was  no  evidence  against  her,  and  that  the  other 
defendants  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  her  testimony;  by  which  re¬ 
fusal  the  defendants  were  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  her  testimony. 

2.  Because  the  learned  Judge  refused  to  direct  the  jury  to  discharge 
Benjamin  H.  Warder,  upon  the  close  of  the  defendants’  case,  and  be¬ 
fore,  on  the  close  of  the  plaintiff’s  case,  although  there  was  no  evidence 
against  him,  whereby  the  other  defendants  were  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  his  testimony. 

3.  Because  indirect  measures  were  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
prejudicing  the  jury  against  the  defendants. 

4.  Because  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  against  the  weight  of  the 
evidence,  and  against  the  charge  of  the  Court. 

5.  Because  the  plaintiff  fraudulently  and  corruptly  joined  with  the 
defendants  against  whom  a  verdict  was  rendered,  several  persons  who 
were  material  witnesses  for  the  said  defendants,  and  thereby  deprived 
them  of  the  benefit  of  their  testimony,  the  said  persons  having  been 
since  acquitted  by  a  separate  verdict  in  their  favor. 

J.  WMS.  BIDDLE, 

For  Defendants, 


342 


REASONS  FOR  MOTION  FOR  ARREST  OF  JUDGMENT. 

1.  Because  the  third  and  fourth  counts  of  the  declarations  are  in 
trespass,  and  are  improperly  joined  with  the  other  counts  which  are  in 
the  case. 

2.  Because  the  offence  charged  in  the  narr  is  trespass  and  >  false  im¬ 
prisonment,  and  not  the  subject  of  an  action  on  the  case, 

J.  WMS.  BIDDLE, 

For  Defendants, 


The  following  affidavits  were  also  filed. 


Morgan  Hinchman 
vs. 

Samuel  S,  Richie,  et.  al. 


Supreme  Court, 
July  Term,  1848. 
No.  87. 


Philip  Garret  being  duly  affirmed,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I 
never  advised  or  requested  Morgan  Hinchman  to  make  a  deed  of  trust 
of  his  property.  I  never  told  him  that  his  so  doing  would  shorten  his 
confinement  in  the  Asylum ;  and  never,  in  any  way,  induced  or  en¬ 
deavored  to  induce  him  to  make  any  disposition  whatever  of  it.  I 
was  never  requested  so  to  do  by  any  of  the  defendants,  nor  do  I  know 
of  any  such  attempt  having  been  made.  I  never  refused  to  send  a 
letter  from  Morgan  to  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Hinchman,  or  to  any  other 
ot  his  relations.  I  believed  him  to  be  insane  while  he  was  in  the 
Asylum,  and  never  thought  that  he  was  placed  there  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  cure  him. 

PHILIP  GARRET. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to  before  > 
me,  April  16th,  1849.  J 

Joel  Cook,  Alderman, 

Filed  April  17th. 


Morgan  Hinchman 
vs. 

Samuel  S.  Richie,  et.  al. 


Supreme  Court, 
July  Term,  1848. 
No.  87. 


Joshua  H.  Worthington,  being  duly  affirmed,  says;  I  am  the  resi¬ 
dent  physician  of  Friends’  Asylum,  at  Frankford,  and  was  so  during 
Morgan  Hinchman’s  confinement  there.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
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that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  deranged  when  he  was  brought  to  that 
Asylum.  I  believe  his  confinement  there  to  have  been  necessary  for 
his  restoration  to  mental  health.  I  do  not  think  he  remained  there 
any  longer  than  was  necessary  to  complete  his  recovery.  1  never 
knew  of  any  wish  or  attempt,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  defendants  or 
of  his  relations,  to  make  him  place  his  property  in  trust,  or  make  any 
disposition  whatever  of  it,  and  I  never  in  any  way  attempted  to  induce 
him  to  do  so.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  his  being  placed  in  the 
Asylum  was  for  any  other  purpose  than  his  restoration  to  health. 

I  never  saw  or  heard  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Benjamin  M.  Hinch¬ 
man,  which  Archibald  McCoy,  on  the  trial  of  the  above  cause,  testi¬ 
fied  he  showed  to  me  or  Mr.  Garret,  until  it  was  mentioned  on  the 
trial.  I  never  refused  to  allow  any  letters  to  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman 
to  be  sent  from  the  Asylum.  I  never  advised  Morgan  to  give  up  his 
property  for  the  sake  of  getting  out  of  the  Asylum,  nor  to  leave  his 
wife  and  go  to  Texas. 

J.  H.  WORTHINGTON. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to  before  > 
me,  April  17th,  1849.  ^ 

Joel  Cook,  Alderman^ 

Filed  April  17th. 

Morgan  Hinchman  \  Supreme  Court, 

vs.  V  July  Term,  1848. 

Samuel  S.  Richie  and  others.  y  No.  87. 

Anna  W.  Hinchman  being  duly  affirmed,  says :  I  am  the  youngest 
sister  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  the  plaintiff  in  the  above  cause.  I  have 
observed  him  to  be  subject  to  spells  of  moodiness,  sullenness,  and  at 
times,  of  excitement,  since  the  fall  of  1839,  or  perhaps  the  beginning 
of  1840.  On  these  occasions  I  never  could  discover  any  probable 
cause  for  his  conduct.  These  spells  came  on  very  suddenly  and  would 
frequently  disappear  as  suddenly.  When  laboring  under  them,  I  have 
seen  him  sit  the  whole  evening  without  speaking  to  any  one,  and  with¬ 
out  occupying  himself  in  any  way,  and  being  apparently  unconscious 
of  what  was  passing  around  him.  On  these  occasions  his  features 
were  very  much  distorted  and  their  expression  entirely  different  from 
what  was  natural  to  him,  his  whole  habits  would  seem  to  be  altered. 
Although  ordinarily  remarkable  for  despatch  and  promptness  in  his 
arrangements  and  neatness  in  everything  he  touched,  when  thus  affected 
he  seemed  not  to  know  what  he  was  doing,  and  would  spend  a  very 
long  time  about  matters  that  he  ordinarily  would  accomplish  in  a  few 
minutes. 
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I  recollect  on  one  occasion  his  spending  nearly  an  hour  cleaning  his 
teeth,  after  having  been  called  to  his  supper,  which  was  waiting  for 
him. 

Since  the  winter  of  1840  and  1841,  I  have  considered  his  conduct 
on  these  occasions  as  the  result  of  mental  derangement. 

In  that  winter  T  was  spending  a  day  or  two  at  his  house,  he  was 
kind  and  pleasant,  taking  an  interest  in  my  prospects  in  attending 
school,  speaking  of  the  studies  I  was  about  to  pursue,  and  the  books 
that  would  be  necessary,  and  evincing  great  interest  in  all  these  mat¬ 
ters,  Our  intercourse  had  been  entirely  pleasant  and  affectionate  until 
one  evening  when  he  returned  in  one  of  his  spells,  and  soon  after  tak¬ 
ing  his  seat  at  the  tea-table,  commenced  a  violent  attack  upon  me,  ac¬ 
cusing  me  of  having  been  the  cause  of  various  occurrences,  some  of 
which  had  happened  before  I  was  born.  This  attack  was  entirely 
without  any  cause,  as  we  had  not  exchanged  a  word  upon  any  of  the 
subjects  he  spoke  about  before  he  commenced,  and  I  made  no  reply 
whatever  to  his  accusations.  He  resumed  the  matter  later  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  after  I  had  retired  to  my  room,  and  was  as  violent  and  singular  in 
his  behaviour  as  before.  His  whole  appearance,  conversation  and  con¬ 
duct  on  that  occasion  convinced  me  that  he  was  deranged.  I  found 
my  opinion  more  from  his  appearance,  violence  of  manner,  and  dis¬ 
torted  countenance  than  from  what  he  said,  although  that  was  very  in¬ 
coherent  and  unaccountable. 

I  have  very  frequently  since  seen  him,  when  I  thought  him  de¬ 
ranged. 

I  have  often  seen  him  moaning  and  groaning  or  crying  without  any 
cause  that  I  could  discover. 

Since  my  mother’s  visit  to  his  farm  in  Bucks  County,  he  has  fre¬ 
quently  been  at  her  hous?,  in  Green  Street,  where  she  lived  until  about 
September,  1846,  and  has  several  times  spent  the  night  there.  He 
has  often  taken  meals  there,  and  often  called  while  my  mother  and 
myself  were  at  school  and  left  his  marketing  or  some  of  it  in  the 
cellar. 

After  our  removal  to  Wood  Street,  in  1846,  he  was  not  so  often  at 
our  house.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  there  was  about  the  end  of  twelfth 
month,  or  in  the  last  week  of  twelfth  month,  1846.  He  then  called  at 
my  mother’s  very  early  in  the  morning  and  wished  to  see  her;  she  was 
in  her  room  and  not  ready  at  that  time  to  see  him  ;  he  went  away  and 
came  back  after  breakfast,  and  I  found  him  lying  on  the  sofa  in  the 
parlour,  when  I  came  down  stairs  with  Dr.  Griscoin,  who  had  been  to 
visit  my  mother  who  was  unwell.  He  and  the  Doctor  went  out  toge¬ 
ther  almost  immediately  and  stood  talking  on  the  pavement  for  a  long 
time.  1  observed  that  his  manner  was  much  excited,  and  that  he  gesti¬ 
culated  violently,  although  as  I  was  in  the  house  and  only  saw  him 
from  the  window,  I  heard  nothing  that  passed  between  them.  He  did 
not  come  again  into  the  house. 
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I  was  present  at  my  mother’s  house,  on  the  evening  of  the  6ih  of 
January,  1847,  when  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie  and  Margarella  were 
there.  I  recollect  distinctly  hearing  both  Edward  and  Samuel  Richie 
ask  Margaretta  if  it  was  her  request  and  desire  that  they  should  assist 
her  in  the  matter  of  having  Morgan  placed  in  the  Asylum.  She  told 
them  that  it  was  her  wish,  and  that  Morgan  had  been  in  one  continued 
spell  for  the  last  six  weeks,  had  been  complaining  constantly  of  his 
head,  and  had  told  her  that  he  was  losing  his  memory. 

There  was  nothing  said  about  a  wish  on  the  part  of  any  one  to  com¬ 
pel  or  induce  him  to  settle  any  of  his  property  on  his  wife,  or  make 
any  disposition  of  it  whatever.  The  only  allusion  that  was  made  to 
property  was  that  Margaretta  stated  that  she  thought  his  money  diffi¬ 
culties  had  brought  on  the  excited  state  of  his  mind,  and  repeated  his 
account  of  his  difficulties,  mentioning  among  other  things  that  he  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  sold  out  by  the  Sheriff.  Her  idea  seemed  to  be  that  he 
was  nearly  if  not  altogether  insolvent. 

I  never  heard  of  any  wish  to  make  him  dispose  of  his  property  or 
control  his  acts  in  any  way  in  relation  to  it,  nor  do  I  believe  any  of^ 
the  defendants  or  his  wife  ever  entertained  such  a  wish. 

I  never  observed  any  unkindness  of  feeling  in  my  mother  towards 
Morgan,  and  believe  that  in  all  she  did,  she  was  influenced  by  a  sincere 
desire  for  his  welfare,  and  a  conscientious  belief  that  the  steps  taken 
were  the  best  for  his  good. 

My  brother  never  spoke  of  his  uncle  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  us  think  he  would  like  him  consulted  about  any 
matter  relating  to  him.  I  never  thought  there  was  more  than  the 
slightest  intercourse  between  them. 

ANNA  W.  HINCHMAN. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

April  16,  1849,  (the  several 
erasures  being  first  made.) 

John  Thompson,  Alderman, 


Affidavit  of  A.  W.  Hinchman,  filed  April  18,  1849. 


And  afterwards,  April  21,  1849,  the  Court  refused  the  rule  for  new 
trial,  and  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment ;  and  entered  judgment  on  the 
verdict. 
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ASSIGNMENT  OF  ERRORS. 

Richie,  et.  al.  1  87,  July  Term,  1848. 

vs.  V  Supreme  Court  in  Banc, 

Morgan  Hinchman.  )  Certificate  from  Nisi  Prius. 

The  Plaintiffs  in  error  specify  the  following  errors,  viz : 

1.  The  admission  by  the  learned  Judge  of  conversations  between 
Morgan  Hinchman  and  some  of  the  defendants  below,  in  the  presence 
of  Samuel  B.  Fisher,  although  the  said  conversations  were  prefaced  by 
a  distinct  statement,  that  their  object  was  a  settlement  and  compromise. 

2.  The  admission  of  the  evidence  of  Samuel  B.  Fisher,  of  conversa¬ 
tions  with  and  in  the  presence  of  George  M.  Elkinton  and  Morgan,  the 
said  cenversations  having  been  prefaced  by  a  statement  to  Elkinton,  that 
its  object  was  a  settlement  and  compromise. 

3.  The  admission  of  evidence  of  Samuel  B.  Fisher,  of  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  and  in  presence  of  Dr.  Griscom  and  Morgan  Hinchman. 

4.  The  admission  of  Fisher’s  testimony,  as  to  conversations  between 
Dr.  Kite,  Edward  Richie,  John  M.  Whitall,  severally,  and  Morgan 
Hinchman,  each  of  said  conversations  having  been  prefaced  by  a  state¬ 
ment  that  their  object  was  a  settlement  or  compromise. 

5.  The  admission  of  the  testimony  of  S.  B.  Fisher,  as  to  declara¬ 
tions  of  Edward  Richie,  in  relation  to  other  defendants,  viz:  Anna 
Hinchman  and  Elizabeth  Shoemaker,  against  whom  no  evidence  had 
been  offered. 

6.  The  admission  of  evidence  for  the  plaintiff  below  of  an  exempli¬ 
fication  of  a  record  from  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Bucks  County, 
in  the  proceedings  in  the  Commonwealth  ex.  rel.  Eliza  W.  Hinchman 
vs.  Morgan  Hinchman,  certified  to  an  exemplification  of  the  whole  re¬ 
cord,  except  the  depositions. 

7.  The  admission  by  the  learned  Judge  of  “  the  Replication  of  Mor¬ 
gan  Hinchman  to  the  Committee’s  answer,”  a  paper  filed  among  the 
papers  in  the  Commonwealth  ex.  rel.  E.  W.  Hinchman  vs.  Morgan 
Hinchman,  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Bucks  county. 

8.  The  overruling  by  the  learned  Judge  of  the  following  questions  of 
defendants  below  to  Mr.  Du  Bois,  “  what  was  the  effect  of  placing  this 
Judgment  (viz :  the  Heston  judgment)  under  the  control  of  Richie?” 
and  also,  “  what  was  the  object  of  placing  this  judgment  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  Richie  ?” 

9.  The  overruling  and  rejection  by  the  Judge  of  evidence  offered 
by  defendants  below  of  the  declarations  of  Morgan’s  wife,  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  of  her  husband  to  shew  grounds  for  the  belief  that  he 
was  occasionally  deranged. 
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10.  The  overruling  and  rejection  of  evidence  offered  by  defence  of 
declarations  of  the  wife  of  Morgan,  as  to  his  conduct  towards  herself 
made  in  his  absence,  offered  both  in  defence  and  in  mitigation  of 
damages. 

11.  The  rejection  of  evidence  offered  by  defence  of  communications 
made  to  Mary  A,  Wright  by  the  mother  of  Morgan  Hinchman,  and  by 
Mrs.  Wright,  communicated  to  the  Richies. 

12.  The  overruling  by  the  Judge  of  the  following  question  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Mr.  Fallon,  a  witness  for  the  defence,  “  what  opinion  did 
you  form  from  the  conversation  and  conduct  of  Morgan  Hinchman  on 
that  occasion. 

13.  The  overruling  and  rejection  of  evidence  offered  by  the  defence 
of  the  declarations  of  Morgan  Hinchman’s  wife  to  his  mother,  and 
communicated  to  said  defendants,  or  some  of  them,  at  and  about  the 
time  the  determination  to  place  Morgan  Hinchman  in  the  Asylum  was 
adopted. 

14.  The  rejection  of  the  record  of  the  suit,  Morgan  Hinchman  vs. 
S.  S.  Richie,  et.  al.,  Sup,  Ct.  72  December  Term,  1848,  Trespass  vi 
et  armis. 

15.  The  admission  of  evidence  for  the  plaintiff!  below  of  conversa¬ 
tions  between  him  and  Benjamin  M.  Hinchman  at  the  Asylum. 

16.  The  admission  by  the  learned  Judge  of  evidence  on  behalf  of 
the  plaintiff  below  of  conversations  between  him  and  witness,  B.  M. 
Hinchman,  for  purpose  of  rebutting  general  evidence  of  defendants 
shewing  insanity. 

17.  The  refusal  of  the  learned  Judge  at  the  close  of  the  defendants 
testimoney  to  direct  the  Jury  to  acquit  Benjamin  H.  Warder,  that  he 
might  be  offered  as  a  witness  for  defence. 

18!  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  not  directing  a  verdict  of  acquittal 
as  to  Anna  W.  Hinchman,  before  the  close  of  the  iestimony. 

19.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  permitting  the  Jury  to  refuse  to  ac¬ 
quit  A.  W.  Hinchman,  after  his  requesting  them  so  to  do,  and  informing 
them  there  was  no  evidence  against  her. 

20.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  his  answer  to  the  first  point  of  de¬ 
fendants  in  introducing  an  unnecessary  exception  or  qualification 
calculated  to  confuse  the  Jury,  and  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
points  presented. 

21.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  his  answer  to  the  Sixth  point  of  th" 
defendants,  in  the  qualification  annexed  to  it. 

22.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  his  answer  to  the  Seventh  point  of 
defendants. 

23.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  his  answer  to  the  Eighth  point. 
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24.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  his  answer  to  the  Tenth  point. 

25.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  his  answer  to  the  Fifteenth  and  Six¬ 
teenth  points. 

26.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  charging  the  Jury,  that  if  they 
believed  that,  on  the  7th  of  January,  1847,  Morgan  Hinchman  was  a 
sane  man,  and  the  defendants,  or  any  of  them,  maliciously  caused  him 
to  be  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  the  Frankford  Asylum,  they  were  all 
by  law  subject  to  the  consequences. 

27.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  instructing  the  Jury  In  the  follow¬ 
ing  words :  “  Now  I  have  reduced  this  cause  to  this  simple  inquiry,  if 
you  are  satisfied  that  Morgan  Hinchman  was  so  partially  insane  that 
it  was  dangerous  to  himself,  dangerous  to  his  wife  and  dangerous  to 
his  children  for  him  to  be  at  liberty,  and  these  men  acted  from  pure 
motives,  and  placed  him  in  that  Asylum  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
him  to  his  usual  health,  and  restoring  him  sound  to  his  family,  1  hold 
them  justified.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  placed  him  there  for  a 
mercenary  purpose,  they,  the  six  to  whom  I  have  referred,  (Elkinton, 
Lippincott,  Whitall,  S.  S.  Richie  and  Elizabeth  Shoemaker,)  and 
against  whom  there  is  some  evidence,  of  which  you  will  judge,  ought 
to  be  mulct  in  damages. 

28.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  his  charge,  because  he  in  effect 
charged  the  Jury  that  Messrs.  Lippincott,  Elkinton  and  Whitall  were 
guilty  of  a  conspiracy,  (if  one  existed,)  whether  they  were  cognizant  or 
not  of  its  existence,  and  were  responsible  for  the  acts  of  all  the  other 
defendants,  no  matter  whether  they  were  done  with  their  knowledge  or 
sanction  or  not. 

29.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  instructing  the  Jury  that  if  Morgan 
Hinchman  was  placed  in  the  Asylum  for  a  mercenary  purpose,  their 
verdict  should  find  Mr.  Lippincott  guilty  among  others,  although  there  - 
was  no  evidence  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of  such  purpose,  or  in 
any  way  aided  in  its  execution. 

30.  The  learned  Judge  erred  because  he  in  effect  instructed  the  Jury 
that  a  combination  to  commit  a  trespass  would  support  an  action  on  the 
case  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  conspiracy. 

31.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  refusing  to  grant  a  new  trial  for  the 
reasons  filed. 

32.  The  learned  Judge  erred  in  not  arresting  the  Judgment  for  the 
reasons  filed. 

J.  WILLIAM  BIDDLE, 

JFor  Richie y  et.  al.y  Plaintiff  in  Error, 
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